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I T is now more than fourteen years since E n g l a n d began her great 
phi lanthropic exper iment , and , by abol ishing in her slave colonies 
that c lumsy modification of slavery k n o w n as the Apprent iceship 
System, substi tuted in them free for slave labour . I t may be wel l , 
then , now that it is so common to ask our Amer ican cousins to follow 
our example , to consider to wha t extent and in w h a t manne r this 
substitution has really been effected, and to compare the product ive 
result of the one k ind of labour with that of the other . 

T h e chief product of these colonies is sugar , which is , we suppose, 
as m u c h their pr incipal product as cotton is tha t of the Slave Sta tes . 
W e find, then , t h a t the impor t of sugar from the Br i t i sh Wes t I n d i e s , 
G u i a n a , and Maur i t iu s into this count ry (almost their sole m a r k e t ) , 
averaged, for the three years end ing with 1838 , the year of emancipa-MANIOC.org
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t ion, 4 ,023 ,341 cwts . , whi le , for the three years ending with 1 8 5 1 , it 
•was 3 ,804,058.* 

These figures do , we believe, prove the commercial result to be 
m u c h more favourable than is generally supposed ; still it is useless 
to deny that it is a disappoint ing result, especially when compared 
with the prophecies of those who provoked the exper iment . The 
phi lanthropists were accustomed to declare that self-interest would 
get much more work out of the negro than did coercion—that wages 
would beat the w h i p ; bu t if the l ike prophecies are to meet with no 
better fulfilment in the States, our cotton merchants and manufac­
ture rs , men as well as masters , who all cry out for more cotton every 
year instead of less, m a y well , if they would not be ruined by the 
sure progress of humani ty , do their u tmost to help Ind i a or Africa, or 
any place where there is cotton, and where there is not the wh ip , to 
feed the hunger of their mil ls . 

Before, however , we pronounce on the economical success or failure 
of the exper iment , we must ascertain how far its requisite conditions 
have been fulfilled. 

Suppose, then, we select for this inquiry that colony in which, of all 
others , the economical failure would seem to be most obvious. J a m a i c a 
is by far the most impor tan t of our sugar colonies : it contained about 
half our slaves a t the t ime of emancipat ion, and if it now produced 
its share of sugar , or was proport ionately as product ive as the other 
colonies, the apparen t failure would he replaced by an evident success. 

The impor t of sugar from J a m a i c a in the three years ending wi th 

1838 
1851 averaged 1,003,840 

612,109 
cwts . , m a k i n g a diminution of 

a b o u t 4 0 per cent. ; whereas in the other colonics there was , dur ing 
the same period, an increase of a lmost 6 per cent., or , from an average 

of 3 ,019,501 cwts . 
to one of 3 ,191 ,949 cwts . 

N o one, therefore, can charge us with part ial i ty to the phi lanthro­
pists, if a m o n g these i s lands—vary ing , as they do , in populat ion, soil, 
and indeed in almost all their c i rcumstances, save tha t they all grow 
sugar by help of white capitalists and black labourers—we pick out 

Parliamentary Returns, 1852. The export of 1851 is much larger than either 
of the two preceding years. The returns for 1853, similar to these here quoted, 
are not yet published ; " but from the Trade and Navigation Accounts," just out, 
we learn that the exports of 1852 exceeded that of 1851 by more than 400,000 ewts., 
making the average of the last three years greater than that of the, three years ending 
with 1838. MANIOC.org
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J a m a i c a as the experimentum crucis of phi lanthropic principles, and 
as the test of the superiori ty of freedom to slavery. 

Since emancipat ion, not only has the export of sugar fallen off 4 0 
per cent., but that of rum has diminished 2 0 per cent. , and tha t of 
coffee little less than 70 per cent. ; the export of ginger also has great ly 
diminished : cotton certainly shows an increase, but the whole g rowth 
is trifling : and M r . B ige low tells us that pimento has also increased, 
but then he adds, that this is a crop for which little labour is needed, 
the birds being its planters . N o r are these ancient products replaced 
by new ones ; there is ta lk of working copper-mines, bu t as yet , we fear, 
it is little else than talk ; all manner of d rugs and dye-stuffs, and pre­
cious spices and rare woods, might , they say, come from J a m a i c a , bu t 
they do n o t : the whole exportable produce of the island is diminished, 
we dare say, one-third, if not one-half ; and with it wha t D r . J o h n s o n 
would call its potentiali ty of riches to the exporters. 

T h e Louisiana slave-owner lands a t H a v a n a , and he finds fresh 
stores being buil t , ships crowding into the docks, everywhere act ivi ty 
a n d wealth : — he sails on from H a v a n a to K ings ton , and there he 
sees no signs of r iches, few ships, vacant warehouses , streets silent 
and unpaved, houses c rumbl ing to pieces, the ruins of the last fire or 
ea r thquake unrepaired ; — wha t wonder if he re turns to his plantat ion 
loving slavery more devotedly than ever, long ing , perhaps , somewhat 
for the slave-trade, but certainly more ready than ever to denounce an 
Aboli t ionist as a firebrand and an infidel. 

To comprehend the causes of this contrast , we must take our readers 
further back in the his tory of J a m a i c a than the abolition of either 
apprenticeship or s lavery, or even of the slave-trade, to that golden 
age when Kings ton was an H a v a n a , with even more weal th and 
less h u m a n i t y . 

If, as M r . Car ly le would seem to suppose, the destiny of J a m a i c a 
be merely " t o give forth sugars , and c innamons, and all such nobler 
p roduc t s , " and if the du ty of the white men consisted, first, in k i l l ing 
off the nat ive Ind i ans w h o did not aid in " b r ing ing out these pro­
d u c t s , " and then in d r agg ing to the island some 300 ,000 Africans, 
and f logging ou t of them the aid which they were too idle and too 
weak to give themselves,* then did the Anglo-Saxons in J a m a i c a indeed 
do their du ty manfully in the last century. N i g h t and day they kep t 
" Q u a s h c e " up to his work , and the boiling-house go ing , and with 

* " Occasional Discourses on the Negro Question," Fraser's Magazine, Dec. 
1849. MANIOC.org
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" beneficent wh ip " forced their black soldiers to batt le wi th N a t u r e 
for her tropical spoils. T h e soldiers fel l—what mat ter? the work went 
on ; fresh ones from Africa took their place ; as m a n y as 70 ,000 of 
them being, according to B r y d g e s , b rough t in du r ing the ten years 
end ing 1760.* Such faithful fulfilment of duty was not forgotten by 
a grateful count ry ; and in reward for the prowess of her sons, w h o 
worked thus val iantly t h r o u g h the sinews of their slaves, E n g l a n d 
gave to them a monopoly of the Br i t i sh marke t . These were the 
halcyon days of W e s t - I n d i a prosperi ty . I n full possession of the 
h o m e demand , with no restrictions on his mode of supply ; empowered 
to pay his workmen wi th the m i n i m u m of sustenance, and to get from 
them the m a x i m u m of forced toil, with a cheap supply of fresh toilers, 
if he preferred buy ing h u m a n tools to rear ing them, or keeping them 
in w o r k i n g order ; allowed thus to rob the producer in his pay , and 
the consumer in his price, no wonder that the slave-owner grew rich. 
For tunes were quickly m a d e in those days — too quickly made , indeed, 
to be safely kept ; and the t ru th of the old proverb , " L i g h t come, 
l ight goes , " was soon proved by J a m a i c a experience. 

T h e rich planters , the monied magna tes of the last cen tury , escap­
i n g from yellow fever and mosquitoes, came home to invest the spoils 
of the whip in the Wes t -end palaces and territorial domains . T h e y 
bough t seats in the C o m m o n s , some of them earned t hem in the 
Lords , and not a few heiresses bartered their slaves for a title. T h u s 
g rew u p the great Wes t - Ind i a interest, so powerful in Pa r l i amen t and 
the P r e s s , and in public opinion, to protect its p roper ty from free-
labour and free-trade ; and thus , at the s ame t ime, arose that system 
of absenteeism, which entailed ruin on this proper ty , by ensur ing its 
mismanagement . 

W e doubt whe ther , since the t ime when the patr icians of R o m e 
worked , in l ike manner , by slave-labour, their enormous estates in her 
distant provinces , there has ever been such an ut ter disregard of the 
duties or of the toils of p roper ty , as was the case wi th the Wes t -
I n d i a absentees. N o t only did they take no heed of the welfare of 
their w o r k m e n , body , m ind , or soul , bu t they did not even take care 
tha t they worked efficiently ; all tha t they did was to send out orders 
to their agents to do their business for t hem, and send them the 
profits. Prof i ts cannot be thus made by proxy, or, if they are made , 
h e w h o makes them keeps the l ion's share . T h e absentee , thus 
disappointed of his income by his agent , and yet unwil l ing to reduce 

* Brydges "History of Jamaica," vol. i. p. 499. 
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his expenses, mor tgaged his plantation to the money-lender and pledged 
his crop to the merchan t ; and the final result of all this complication 
of interests was , that in this business of supply ing E n g l a n d wi th 
sugar , from the first p lan t ing of the canes to the sale of the manufac­
ture to the grocer, every man engaged in it did his work badly , because 
it was not to his interest to do it well. T h e slave, of course, sh i rked 
his share of work as m u c h as he cou ld—no one expected h im to do 
otherwise ; the agent , or manager of the colonies, a lways expensive, 
was either lazy or roguish, according as he preferred to imitate the 
owner in do ing noth ing , or tried, by m a k i n g the plantat ion seem 
worthless , to get a cheap bargain of it for himself ; the merchant or 
manage r in E n g l a n d supplied the estate with goods which were not 
wan ted , for the sake of the commission on the exports , and cared little 
about a loss on the impor ts , wh ich on ly forced the owner to p ledge 
h im the coming crop, and pay him more commission on loans and sales. 
S tu rdy begging from an obedient P a r l i a m e n t could get m u c h power 
to rob E n g l i s h , and oppress African operat ives, bu t it could not g ive 
tha t which alone could m a k e this robbery a n d oppression profitable, 
namely , the master ' s eye over unwil l ing labourers , and expensive or 
inefficient agents . 

H e n c e the severity and frequency of the in ter rupt ions to J a m a i c a 
prosperi ty ; the sugar -grower lived from h a n d to mouth , and if the 
fluctuations of t rade caused an unusua l dra in on his resources, he forth­
wi th went to G o v e r n m e n t for help , a n d ut tered loud complaints so 
s imilar to w h a t we hear now-a-days , tha t it is hard to believe t he 
Emanc ipa t ion and S u g a r Ac t s h a d not been a l ready passed. I n 1792 , 
before the abolition of the slave-trade, and when the colonists had not 
only a monopoly of the home marke t , bu t large bounties on their 
surplus p roduce , we find the J a m a i c a H o u s e of Assembly repor t ing , 
tha t " i n the course of twenty years , 177 estates in J a m a i c a had been 
sold for the paymen t of debts , and 8 0 , 1 2 1 executions, amoun t ing to 
£ 2 2 , 5 0 3 , 7 8 6 sterl ing, had been lodged in the office of the P r o v o s t 
M a r s h a l . " A g a i n , in 1805 , another repor t of the Assembly ends a 
vivid picture of distress wi th the s ta tement tha t " a faithful detail 
would have the appearance of a frightful car ica ture ; " and though for 
the five or six years preceding 1807 , ( the yea r in which the s lave-
trade was abolished,) the island exported more sugar than it ever did 
before or since, yet we find from the same author i ty , tha t even within 
tha t period "s ix ty - f ive estates had been abandoned , th i r ty- two sold 
under decrees of Chance ry , and that there were a hundred and fifteen 
more respectin, which suits in Chancery were pending , with m a n y 
more bills p r epa r ing . " 
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These facts are some amongs t m a n y which show us tha t the 
prosperi ty of the exporters was not a lways in proport ion to the 
amoun t of the exports ; and tha t there was distress a m o n g them 
even before the H o m e Gove rnmen t inflicted upon them a n y one of 
their " w r o n g s " — the term by which the memoria l of the Assembly 
to the Queen , in 1846 , designated the abolition of the slave-trade. 
M r . Cann ing ' s resolutions, and the other phi lanthropic measures 
which resulted in tha t one great c rowning " w r o n g " — the freedom of 
their slaves ; " to w h i c h , " says the memoria l , " w e believe the history 
of the world would be in vain searched for a n y parallel case of 
oppression, perpetrated by a civilized government upon any section of 
its own subjects ." 

These words , writ ten eight years after emancipat ion, m a y serve to 
give some idea of the feelings wi th which the great body of em­
ployers met the revolution which it effected in their relation to their 
labourers ; and , indeed, if we look back to their circumstances a t 
tha t t ime, we shall see how little l ikely it was that they would fulfil 
their share of the conditions necessary for the good work ing of t he 
new system. The produce of the plantations had for m a n y years 
been becoming less ; ei ther because they had been mismanaged by 
agents , or exhausted by creditors, or forced by the artificial prices of 
monopoly to grow crops for which they were not fitted. M a n y of 
these estates were mor tgaged beyond even the power of the com­
pensation money to redeem ; the large major i ty of their owners were 
absentees, impover ished, inexperienced, ill-furnished with cash or 
credit ; the resident planters and m a n a g i n g agents were most of them 
m e n of luxury , if not licence, g r u d g i n g to give the unwonted wage , 
and c l inging convulsively to the power which was to them both a 
pleasure in itself, and the means of pleasure. Such were the cir­
cumstances of the m a s t e r ; nor did the condition of the man seem at 
first s ight m u c h more hopeful. 

W a i v i n g for the present the question whe the r the t rea tment of the 
negroes was good or bad, this m u c h is certain, that , if good, they did 
no t appreciate it. T h e history of J a m a i c a du r ing slavery is one series 
of servile disturbances. The Spaniards left the Maroon war a legacy 
to their conquerors , and for m a n y years did a few desperate savages 
defy Br i t i sh a rms and discipline ; and even when they had been 
subdued, or ra ther bribed to peace by their employment as hunters 
of r u n a w a y s , the praedial slaves were themselves constantly revol t ing, 
flying to the mounta ins , and commit t ing fearful atrocities, still more 
fearfully revenged. Three rebel chiefs were executed in B r y a n 
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E d w a r d s ' t ime ; one of them was slowly burn t to death , and the two 
others were kil led piecemeal by tortures which were prolonged in one 
case to the e ighth , in the other to the ninth day ; and the historian 
who witnessed this almost incredible cruel ty, though himself natural ly 
a h u m a n e m a n , mere ly declares that " it was though t necessary to 
m a k e a few terrible examples , "* and evidently the only t h i n g which 
surprised h im was the courage of the sufferers. 

T h e declaration of freedom itself was, in fact, almost immedia te ly 
preceded by the notorious insurrection of 1832 , when , in the words 
of the J a m a i c a memoria l , " T h e slaves, t augh t to believe tha t the 
P a r l i a m e n t and the people of E n g l a n d had decreed their freedom, bu t 
that their masters wi thheld it, b roke ou t in open rebellion, wh ich 
was not put down till after m a n y lives h a d been lost, m a n y horrible 
atrocities commit ted, and the western port ion of the island laid deso­
late by fire." O f the atrocities there can at least be no doubt ; for, 
on reference to t he evidence before the Select Commi t t ee of the H o u s e 
of C o m m o n s in 1832, we find that in Montego B a y alone, not on ly 
from ninety to a hundred slaves were punished capital ly, either h u n g 
or shot , bu t tha t some were flogged to death ; one Bapt i s t , for ex­
ample , a member of M r . Burehe l l ' s church , " d y i n g under his sentence 
of five hundred lashes ; " and we cannot wonder at the suspicion of 
the slaves, tha t their masters stood between them and l iberty, when 
we find that in 1831 open parochial meetings were constant ly held, 
in which , in the very hear ing of the negroes, the planters declared, 
in most violent l anguage , that they would renounce their allegiance to 
the H o m e Gove rnmen t ra ther than al low them to be made free.+ 

N o r did the masters m a k e any effort to implan t more k ind ly feel­
ings in the slaves, as the day approached on which their goodwill 
mus t become so impor tan t to them. O n the cont rary , they seemed 
bent on still further al ienating them, as though they hoped to keep 
them slaves by m a k i n g every other relation impossible. They in­
creased ra ther than lessened their sufferings ; they reviled t h e i r 
friends in Eng land , and persecuted them in the island ; and this the 
negroes knew ; for they beard their speeches, and some of them read 
their newspapers , and even saw magistrates + he lp ing to pull down 
the chapels of the missionaries. T h e y k n e w also tha t the H o u s e of 
Assembly was s t r iving its utmost to thwar t the efforts of the C r o w n 
in their behalf ; for some of them were present on the 3 rd of M a r c h 

* Edwarls, "History of the West Indies," ii. p. 78. 
+ See Mr. Duncan's Evidence before Commons' Committee. 
+ Sec Memorial of Missionaries to Governor, April 18, 1S32. 
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1832 , when one member moved that the Order in Counci l of the 2nd 
of November 1831 should be burn t by the h a n g m a n , and another 
said, tha t if t h e Br i t i sh G o v e r n m e n t tried to enforce it, they had 
18 ,000 bayonets with which to meet it . Th is Orde r in Counci l was 
for the enforcement of ameliorat ing measures , which , t h o u g h defied 
and disregarded, the blacks well knew had been passed by the Br i t i sh 
P a r l i a m e n t in 1 8 2 3 , and one of which, for the prevent ion of the 
indecent f logging of their wives and sisters, they had only a yea r or 
two before seen disallowed by a large majori ty of this very Assembly. 

E v e r since the Emanc ipa t ion , it has been the cry of the planters 
and their friends tha t the change was premature ; tha t the blacks 
o u g h t to have been prepared for their freedom : our readers mus t 
j u d g e from the way in which the whites did prepare them for it, how 
far any further such prepara t ion would have been an improvement . 

B u t there was a prepara t ion — the apprent iceship ; a system which 
was doubtless devised and defended by its projectors in hope tha t the 
employers would seize this last oppor tuni ty , and gain so m u c h of the 
respect and regard of the labourers , as would incline them to t rea t 
fairly for their labour when they h a d it to dispose of. To what pur­
pose this probat ionary period was turned, it is most impor tan t to 
observe, and we regre t that our space does not permit us to give our 
readers a resume of its his tory. A s it is, we mus t content ourselves 
wi th referring them to t he repor t of the Commissioners appointed 
by the H o m e G o v e r n m e n t , a n d to Messrs. S tu rge and H a r v e y ' s 
detailed j o u r n a l of their tour of inspection in 1837 ;* and omitting 
all cases of tread-mill tor tures , punishments of women, somet imes 
of pregnant women , excessive n igh t -work , shu t t ing u p of men and 
women in dungeons for deficiency of work , and prevention of the 
cultivation of provision g rounds , — we wil l confine ourselves to the 
fact, that one governor , L o r d Sl igo, himself a planter , shewed his 
appreciat ion of the advantages of the probat ion, by freeing from them 
his own apprent ices , and by wri t ing a pamphle t , advis ing his fellow-
planters to follow his example ; and that another governor , Sir Lionel 
Smi th , declared, in his message to the J a m a i c a Assembly , Oct . 2 9 , 
1 8 3 7 , " t h e island is subject to the reproach that the negroes, in some 
respects, are in a worse condition than when they were in s lavery." 
I n a word , the friends of the negro , finding tha t the transition from 
the whip to wages was t h rough modes of extract ing work as tor tur ing 
as the former, and from their novelty even more i r r i ta t ing , renewed 

* "The West Indies in lf)37," by Joseph Sturge and Thomas Harvey. 
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their agi ta t ion ; and the H o m e G o v e r n m e n t be ing convinced, in spite 
of itself, tha t the cont inuance of such t rans i t ion was no t des i rable , 
the long s t ruggle between the r ights of p roper ty a n d of m a n ceased 
a t last , and on the 1st of A u g u s t 1 8 3 8 , two years before the appointed 
per iod, the b lack labourers found themselves masters of the i r own 
muscles — lords of their own labour . M a n y of us will r e m e m b e r the 
t r i umph and j o y of tha t day , rejoicings, however , no t un mingled wi th 
fear lest the prophecies of the pro-s lavery advocates should prove true, 
a n d the first freaks of freedom be riot and revenge : no wonde r that 
revenge was prophesied, for the prophets k n e w too well how m u c h it 
had been p rovoked ; bu t never were i l l-bodings so belied. 

O n the 13th of A u g u s t , the Gove rno r , Sir Lionel S m i t h , t hus wrote 
home to L o r d G lene lg : 

"The vast population of negroes of this island came into the full enjoyment 
of freedom ou the 1st of August. The day was observed by proclamation, as 
one of thanksgiving and prayer ; and it is quite impossible for me to do justice to 
the good order, decorum, and gratitude, which the whole of the labouring population 
manifested on the happy occasion. Not even the irregularity of a drunken 
individual occurred." 

A few d a y s ' hol iday was t aken—i t was needed, to p rove that it 
could be taken ; bu t on the 10th of Sep tember the G o v e r n o r was 
able to wri te : 

"The reports (of the stipendiary magistrates) will shew your lordship that, 
although there has been considerable cessation from labour since the 1st of 
August, it has nowhere been wanting when encouraged by fair offers of wages ; 
while their (the free labourers') orderly conduct and obedience to the laws has 
been most extraordinary, considering their treatment under the recent operation of 
the apprentice-law in this island, and the many provocations they have had to 
resentment." 

A n d now at last the ba rga in -mak ing had begun : the grea t quest ion, 
so long debated in theory , had to be solved in pract ice , viz . on w h a t 
te rms would the freedman sell his l abour , and what k ind of labour 
wou ld it be 1 O f course, he would get as h igh a pr ice as he could, 
a n d appor t ion the qua l i ty and quan t i ty of the article to the pr ice ; 
bu t then , aga in , w h a t pr ice was the buyer disposed to offer ? T h i s 
ba rga in , so novel to all part ies, was a very difficult one : under a n y 
c i rcumstances , it m u s t have t a k e n t ime to m a k e ; and w h a t it would 
h a v e been if left to be settled b y the na tu ra l laws of supply and 
d e m a n d , it is ha rd to say ; for there is no fact more wor thy of note, 
a n d yet more indubi tably proved , than the fact, t ha t to a set t lement 
by those laws this barga in was not left. 
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I n the despatch of 10th Sep tember , above quoted , Sir Lionel Smi th 
proceeds to say : 

"The planters are, of course, resorting to all the means in their power to 
procure cheap labour. The third clause of the apprentice abolition law gave 
the free-labourers the use of their houses and grounds for three months ; that is, 
they could only be ejected after a three months' notice to quit prescribed by the 
act. Notices have accordingly been very generally served upon them to quit, and 
heavy rents demanded in the meantime, as means of inducing the labourers to 
accept low wages. These unfortunate attempts have a good deal retarded 
general cultivation by free-labour ; but their willingness to work on fair terms 
throughout all the parishes is most satisfactorily established; and where the 
apprentices may have made unreasonable demands, it has been a good deal 
owing to the exorbitant value of labour, judicially fixed on parties purchasing 
their discharge from apprenticeship The planters are disappointed 
that I do not send troops about the country, and issue proclamations to coerce 
labour." 

This letter, t hough wri t ten so soon after the initiation of the expe­
r iment , conta ins so m u c h of an epi tome of its after his tory, that the 
subjects it a l ludes to need some further elucidat ion. 

B y a clause of t he Abol i t ion Act , any apprent ice wish ing to buy 
his immedia te and complete emancipat ion could compel a valuat ion 
of the remainder of his apprent iceship by three magis t ra tes , one of 
them a s t ipendia ry , but the two others local justices — probably 
planters . M a n y thus purchased possession of themselves ; and a 
good price they had to pay . K n i b b says , in 1836 , " a thousand have 
a l ready paid down in cash £ 3 2 . 0 0 0 * for their freedom, and as m a n y 
more a re in abeyance . " T h e negro bough t freedom, which to h im 
was wor th any sum ; bu t the p lanter forgot that wha t he was sell ing 
was l abour , and tha t , by m a k i n g the negro pay h igh , he was fixing a 
h i g h va lua t ion on the article which he would soon have to buy. 
Accord ing ly we find tha t t hough 2s. 6d. per diem was an unreasonable 
w a g e , yet the w o r k m a n though t be ough t to have it, because it bad 
been the apprent iceship valuat ion,+ a n d therefore was the on ly 
existing est imate of the wor th of his work . T h u s we see how the 
mas te r pu t it into the bead a n d heart of the m a n to ask too much ; 
next , we learn how he tried to m a k e them take too li t t le. 

D u r i n g the old regime, the negroes were expected a lmost entirely 
to suppor t themselves out of their provision g rounds ; and they still 
c lung to these small a l lo tments , and to their cot tages, par t ly from 
that cat-l ike a t t achmen t which is a characterist ic of their race, and 

* Knibb's Memoir, p. 243. 
+ Parliamentary Papers, West Indies, 1839, p. 25. 
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also because they were ignoran t how else to get food. I t was of 
these local habi ts and feelings tha t the employers availed themselves ; 
and bo th the despatches of the G o v e r n o r a n d the repor ts of the s t ipen­
d ia ry magis t ra tes are full of a t tempts to get back wages by exorbi tant 
rents , or to screw them down by threats of ejectment. O n Sep tember 
2 4 t h , 1 8 3 8 , the Gove rno r writes : " S o far from the labourers resort­
ing to the woods to squa t in idleness, they are submi t t ing to the mos t 
ga l l ing oppression r a the r than be dr iven to qu i t the i r h o m e . " A n d 
aga in , M a y 13 th , 1839 , he says , " t h a t they ( the l aboure rs ) h a d no t 
had fair p lay , was fully exemplified in m a n y of the magis t ra tes ' repor t s 
sent to y o u r lordship ' s office, where more r e n t was cha rged t h a n 
wages paid ; t hus endeavour ing to extor t work for worse t h a n no th ing , 
since the excess of rent b rough t the labourer in debt ; " and he a d d s , 
" t h e c h a r g i n g r en t for house and g rounds for every indiv idual of a 
family is still con t inued . " 

Th i s last-mentioned ext raordinary m o d e of l evy ing rent caused grea t 
compla in t , as m i g h t be expected. " R e n t , " wri tes M r . F i s h b o u r n e , 
one of the s t ipendiary magis t ra tes , A u g u s t 7 th , 1839 , " c o n t i n u e s to be 
the cause of most of the irr i tat ion and hear t -burn ings which prevai l 
t h r o u g h o u t this parish. T h e objection is no t to the principle of pay­
i n g a fair and reasonable s u m as ren t , b u t to the a m o u n t demanded , 
and the modes in which it is levied. Coup l ing the paymen t of rent 
wi th the appl icat ion of the t enan t ' s l abour , is one cause of quarre l ; 
cha rg ing it for every m e m b e r of a family, h u s b a n d s , wives , and 
chi ldren above ten years of age , and deduct ing it from the labourer ' s 
weekly p a y w i thou t his or he r consent , prevai l s to a great extent , 
which provokes the discontent and opposition of the negroes . T h e y 
feel, and jus t ly , I t h i n k , tha t such exact ions are unfa i r . "* 

A g a i n , ano the r magis t ra te writes : " A h u e and cry is raised t h a t 
the labourers will not come into t e rms , and work for fair wages. I 
unhesi ta t ingly deny any such assertion : no cha rge of t ha t na ture can be 
fairly established aga ins t them : the b lame rests w i t h the p lanters , in 
a lmos t nine cases out of ten. W h a t wi th d e m a n d i n g double r en t , 
mulc t ing them of their pay , non-payment of wages due , the dai ly 
threat of t u rn ing them off, and root ing up their g rounds , and t aun t ing 
them that pun i shment a lone is the impetus by which they a re to be 
m a d e to l a b o u r . " t 

W e m i g h t fill our paper with similar ext racts , but we th ink we h a v e 

* Extracts from Parliamentary Papers, West Indies, 1839, p. 128. See also Mr. 
Daly's Report, p. 133 ; Mr. Kent's, p. 133 ; Mr. Marlton's, p. 135, &c, &c. 

+ Ibid., Mr. Hamilton's Report, p. 133. 
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given enough . I n fact, every effort which the mas te rs made to evade 
the operation of the laws of supply and demand resulted in their own 
loss. 

T h e y issued, for example , th rea t s of ejectment : they were taken at 
their word. K n i b b , the negroes ' pastor and protector , b o u g h t estates 
and parcelled them out in free vi l lages , and the negroes learnt t ha t 
they could choose whe the r to work for themselves or for " b u s h a , " 
a n d they not se ldom declared for the former.* A g a i n , the mas ters 
induce the labourers to sign cont rac ts , by which they were bound 
under a fine to give work whenever requi red , t h i n k i n g that they could 
thereby ensure tha t " c o n t i n u o u s l a b o u r " + of wh ich we hear so m u c h , 
bu t which , upon examinat ion, we not seldom find to mean cont inuous 
wai t ing on the master for work a t wha t t ime a n d wages he will : bu t 
as it t u rned out that the times when their work was wanted , were 
those when it was wor th most , the labourers took w o r k above the 
contract pr ice , pa id the fine, and left the masters with their contract , 
but wi thout the cont inuous labour . A g a i n , the proprietors advert ised 
for sale the mounta in lands heretofore cult ivated as provision g r o u n d s , 
t h ink ing that their cult ivat ion " r e n d e r e d the people independent of 
estates ' l abour for sus tenance :" some of these lands the best labourers 
bough t , thereby " m a k i n g themselves more independent of dai ly hire 
than before :" a n d the remainder being t h rown out of cult ivation, the 
price of provisions rose—that of yams full one hundred per cent. , and 
the result was , tha t all the labourers looked for sustenance to provi ­
sion g rounds ra ther than to plantat ion work , because provisions were 
wor th more , and wages wor th less + Las t ly , the planters t r ied, by 
help of their legal power as j u r y m e n and jus t ices , to m a k e the law a 
means of lower ing wages ; the consequence of which was , t ha t the 
w o r k m e n either refused to w o r k for them at all, or else, ge t t ing jus t ice 
from the st ipendiaries, t hey learnt to despise as well as to ha te t h e m , 
— t o th ink them as powerless as unjust . 

I n shor t , the result of these unfair and unscientific a t tempts to get 
labour at too low a price, by means con t ra ry a l ike to the laws of 
just ice and political economy, was s imply tha t not sufficient labour 
was given at any price a t all : and it is in order to impress upon our 
readers this most impor tan t fac t—that the diminution of labour , a n d 
consequent ly of produce , was the direct and immediate consequence 

* See Report of Mr. Hill, Secretary of the Stipendiary Justice Department, 
for account of the origin of the independent villages. Parliamentary Papers 
p. 15. 

+ Ibid., p. 15. + Mr. Lyon's Report, Parliamentary Papers, p. 169. 
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of this mismanagement of labour, tha t wo have dwelt so long upon 
this port ion of our h is tory . 

I t would seem to be the opinion of the pro-slavery wri ters , from 
M r . Car ly le to M r s . ex-Pres ident Ty le r , tha t the J a m a i c a negro is 
every year developing his unfitness for self-government ; t ha t the more 
be feels his freedom and forgets his s lavery , the less indust r ious h e 
becomes, the faster he is relapsing into barbar i sm, and the more surely 
is the island again becoming a waste. I f the theory of his unfitness 
for self-government were t rue , this wou ld be the case ; bu t , unfortu­
nately for the theory , the fact is precisely opposite. T h e expor t of 
sugar from J a m a i c a fell from more than 1,000,000 cwts. in 1 8 3 8 , to 
795 ,000 cwts . in 1 8 3 9 , and to little more than 500 ,000 cwts. in 1840 ; 
and , spite of d roughts , S u g a r Bi l l , and cholera, the average expor t of 
the twelve years since 1840 has been more than 600 ,000 cwts. I n 
those two years the h a r m was done ; and less of the " n o b l e r p r o d u c t s " 
of the is land was b r o u g h t forth by free than by slave-labour, not be­
cause " Q u a s h e e " would " s i t u p to his ears in p u m p k i n " regardless 
of work , bu t because his " b o r n l o r d s " — t h o s e w h o were " b o r n wiser 
than h i m " * — w e r e , in their mastership of h im, regardless alike of 
wisdom and of just ice. W e repeat , tha t the his tory of these first two 
years clearly establishes these three facts : 1st, T h a t the blacks , as a 
rule , were wil l ing to give a fair day ' s work for a fair day ' s w a g e s — 
that they actual ly did give the one when they got the other ; 2nd ly , 
Tha t , as a rule , t he whites did not offer them this fair day ' s wages ; 
and las t ly , T h a t therefore they did not get the fair d a y ' s w o r k . A n d 
for proof of these facts we refer, not to Exe t e r H a l l speeches or mis ­
sionary repor t s—not to prejudiced phi lanthropis ts or part ial friends of 
the negro , bu t to the test imony of men whose position compelled them 
to k n o w the t ru th , and whose business, d u t y , and interest it was to 
tell i t—to the official s tatements of the Governor , and to the repor ts 
for his information of his officers. 

W o u l d that M r . Car ly le , while penn ing that " d i s c o u r s e " to which 
we cannot he lp constant ly referring, because we believe that t h r o u g h 
the power of his n a m e it has done, a n d still does the negro more 
h a r m than all the other wri t ings against h i m — h a d cast his eyes over 
the record of this evidence, and checked wi th it the s ta tements of 
p lanters pleading for protection, and str iving to m a k e out a case for 
more compensat ion, before he helped the s t rong to t r ample on the 
weak , and gave the Amer ican slave-driver the only aid which genius 
has given or ever will give h im. F o r the first t ime in the sad story 

* "Occasional Discourse on the Negro Question," Fraser's Magazine. 
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of his race, the good name of the negro , his character as a man , had 
become of value to h im,—for the " c h a t t e l " has nei ther n a m e nor 
character : W a s it generous then of the greatest master of sarcasm 
of his age—of the first portrai t-painter of any age—to welcome into 
civilization this its long-excluded guest with n icknames and carica­
tures ? to b rand h im with the opprobr ium of idleness, to give him a 
bad charac te r as a servant because hs master was w a n t i n g in the 
faculty of mas te rsh ip—was wan t ing in wisdom and jus t i ce—was h im­
self wan t ing in indus t ry , in the energy needed to work out the diffi­
culties and supply the demands of his changed position ? 

T h e change in the position of the employer was s imply this. I n 
freedom he could no longer, as he did in s lavery, deprive the labourer 
of his due share of the produce , by keep ing back from h im the fair 
r eward of his labour : he tried to do so, and the result was a lessening 
of the whole produce , and therefore a still, greater lessening of his 
own share . A g a i n , he had forced the slave to w o r k for h im on his 
own terms : he tried to do so with the free man , and mere ly drove 
h i m to w o r k for himself. I n consequence, he found himself not only 
wi th a diminished gross produce , out of which to pay his w o r k m e n , 
bu t also with a diminished supply of w o r k m e n , and therefore wi th 
h igher wages to pay. H e n c e , t h rough his own folly, the employer 
increased his own loss, to the gain—for a t ime—of the labourer . W e 
s a y , for a time, because in the in t imate relations which t h e employer 
has to the labourer , it is almost impossible for t he one to commit a 
folly wi thout in the long run in jur ing the other as well as himself. 
T h e loss of the one class m a y at first appear to be the gain of the 
other, but ul t imately the loss becomes mutua l , t hough perhaps never 
equal. 

I n the case in point , we find this result happen ing in two ways_ 
F i rs t , it is t rue tha t the emancipated slave was hard ly fit to be a t 
once freed from all guidance a n d direction. Efficient product ion re­
quires wise mastership fully as m u c h as industr ious service, a n d no 
one will deny that the mastership needs the greater faculty of the two : 
no wonder , then , tha t s lavery had left the uneducated b lack almost 
as deficient in this faculty as the educated whi te , and tha t when the 
s lave suddenly found tha t he was work ing for himself on his own 
provision g round , he set himself to w o r k in a somewhat slavish a n d 
slovenly manne r . There is, however , no incentive to exertion equal 
to the full possession of its r ewards , and peasant-proprietorship is 
proverbial for the lessons which it teaches of indus t ry and e c o n o m y : 
hence we find the b lack peasant-proprietor ra ther charged with accu-
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mutat ing too m u c h , and buy ing out the whi te with his savings,* than 
with lett ing his small estate become waste t h rough his sloth. This 
evil then was every day remedying itself, and would soon have ceased 
altogether, had it not been aggrava ted by the other and more direct 
result of the loss of the employer ,—we mean , the lowering of the 
s tandard of l iving of his labourers , t h rough his inabili ty from wan t of 
capital to guide them with energy and effect, or , in m a n y cases, to 
employ them at all. Still this evil, though m u c h more deeply seated 
than the other, contained also in itself its own remedy , for even the 
J a m a i c a employer was at length compelled to learn the lesson of ad­
versity. T h e absentee found himself forced either to manage his 
estate for himself, or else to sell or lease it to those whose interest it 
was to m a n a g e it well . T h e resident planters found that their only 
hope of profit was by increasing their produce by mechanical im­
provements , by lessening their expenses b y skilful a r rangement and 
careful economy, and by conciliating their workmen , ra ther than by 
m a k i n g vain a t tempts to overreach and coerce them. A more k indly 
relation sp rang u p between the two classes, to the increased prosperi ty 
of both , and we find the result in the increased produce of the island ; 
the average expor t of sugar for the three years preceding 1848 ( the 
year in which the effects on product ion of the S u g a r Bi l l in 1846 begin 
to be visible) exceeding by fourteen per cent, the average export of 
the three years after the apprent iceship. 

Before , however , we proceed to examine the effects of the Suga r 
Bi l l , we m u s t r emark briefly on two measures adopted by the ru l ing 
class in order to accelerate, bu t in real i ty tending to re tard, bo th 
produce and profit. I n the old t imes the p lanter of course pa id 
the taxes, but when the negro , by becoming free, became taxable, the 
J a m a i c a legislature m a d e h im a tax-payer b y levying heavy impor t 
duties on provisions and other articles of which his class consumed by 
far the largest proport ion. To m a k i n g the labourer pay his share , 
there could be no objection ; bu t in the first place these duties made 
h im pay more than his share , as much as — 

4 6 per cent. on foreign Beef and P o r k , 
4 0 „ „ H e r r i n g s , 

2 5 „ , , F lour , &c., & c . ; t 

• See, for example, Mr. Day's declaration that the negro ought not to be allowed 
to buy land, because " he cultivates it very carefully," "lives on less than half the 
produce," and "thus by degrees hems in the large plantations."-—" Five Years in the 
West Indies," vol. i. p. 32. 

+ Mr. W. Smith's third Letter to Economist, May 23, 1846 ; see, also, Knibb's 
Memoir, p. 437, &c. 

В 
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so that in 1 8 5 1 , the last year for which we have been able to find the 
par t iculars of the balance-sheet, the impor t duties amounted to more 
than three-fifths of the whole revenue.* Secondly, the mode by 
which he was m a d e to pay was unwise ; for instead of " p r o m o t i n g 
labour by increasing the demands on the labourer ' s m e a n s , " — t o use 
the words employed last year by the J a m a i c a delegates when a rgu ing 
wi th "Sir J o h n P a k i n g t o n for the imposition of a poll or house- tax ,— 
these duties, by raising the price of food, and m a k i n g it both bad to 
b u y and good to sell, were, as L o r d G r e y states in one of his late 
despatches, " d i r e c t l y calculated to discourage the labourer from 
w o r k i n g for hi re , and to lead h im to prefer work ing on his own pro­
vision g round . " 

B u t if the mode of ra is ing the taxes was unwise, the way in which 
m u c h of them was spent was still more so. 

W h i l e the J a m a i c a planter was finding himself forced to obey the 
laws of labour, and was re luctant ly g iv ing the wages compelled by 
competi t ion, he was tantal ized with the t idings that his fellow-planter 
in Maur i t i u s was impor t ing labourers for Ind ia , w h o m he worked at 
little more than slave cost, a n d — m o r e tempt ing st i l l—over w h o m he 
held little less than s lave-owning power . T r u e , there also came 
t idings that these impor ted immigran t s needed slave-laws and slave-
dr iv ing severities to m a k e them fulfil their contracts ; that , spite of 
these laws, vast numbers succeeded in b reak ing their contracts a n d 
becoming vagran t s , thieves, and beggars ; tha t for want of the wives 
w h o m they left in Ind ia to s tarve , they were commi t t ing the most 
frightful immorali t ies ; tha t the effect of their competit ion and exam­
ple on the negroes was not to a t t ract them to plantat ion labour, bu t 
to dr ive them from it ; last ly, that , after all , the gain was not so m u c h 
real as apparent , for tha t not only did m a n y r u n away , bu t m a n y also 
died from their own misconduct , or from i l l - t reatment, or while ac­
cl imat ing, before they had worked out the first cost of their import.+ 
Stil l , t he temptat ion of ge t t ing labour unde r the marke t pr ice , and of 
thereby lowering tha t pr ice , was too s t rong, especially when , by ski l­
ful shuffling of the taxes, the negro could be made to pay the cost of 
b r ing ing competi tors from the other side of the world to underb id 
him. 

* Parliamentary Returns (Jamaica), p. 179. 
+ See, among other evidence, Mr. Raymond's evidence before Sugar and Coffee 

Planting Committee ; Despatch of the Governor of Mauritius in 1841, &c. The 
Report with Blue Books, 1852, gives the number of immigrants into Mauritius, 
from 1813 to May 1, 1852, as 89,813 males, and only 15,557 females. 
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A n d thus began the J a m a i c a coolie immigra t ion , in which the only 
redeeming feature was , that its failure was so glar ing as qu ick ly to 
stay it. A b o u t 4 5 0 0 coolies were imported, chiefly in the years 1846 
and 7,* and hav ing carefully traced down the history of this impor­
tation t h rough B l u e B o o k s and extracts from colonial newspapers , we 
have no hesitation in saying that no th ing could be so absurd , were it 
not for its injustice and iniqui ty. These m e n , the offscourings of 
I nd i an towns , ut ter ly unfitted for field labour , m a n y of them runn ing 
away from the estates to which they were assigned, or d ischarged 
because, from disease or inefficiency, they were no t wor th keep ing , 
wandered about , half-naked and half-starved, l iving in wayside ditches 
or dens in the towns , infecting the negroes wi th their idleness, profli­
gacy, and paganism, unt i l , in 1 8 5 1 , we find that , out of the whole 
number impor ted , there was scarcely one-half alive ;+ and almost the 
last that we can learn of this surv iv ing r e m n a n t is from Sir C. G r e y ' s 
Despa tch of A u g u s t 2 3 , 1852 , in which he states tha t the Assembly 
refused to pay for their re turn to Ind ia , t h o u g h it was solely on 
the solemn pledge that , at the expirat ion of their contract , they should 
be thus returned, tha t they h a d ever consented to immigra te . 

Stil l , the idea of immigrat ion had taken hold of the J a m a i c a mind , 
there was no hope in Ind ia , still less in E u r o p e , for they had tried 
I r i sh and Po r tuguese from Made i ra , and they died faster than coolies. 
W h y , then, no t go back to Africa ? After all , there is no th ing l ike 
your African for an apprent ice or a s lave, or any th ing as near a slave 
as phi lanthropis ts will a l low. So the cry was for Africans, " G ive 
us ships to b r ing them, lend us money to hire them, give us laws to 
coerce t h e m . " A t first, the supply was pre t ty m u c h confined to the 
" liberated Afr icans ," to the slaves caugh t by our cruisers, emanci ­
pated by the Mixed Commission Cour t s , and then assigned, u n d e r 
contracts , to p lanters . These contracts were , and still are, a r ranged 
so as to give far too m u c h power to the planter , and too little protec­
tion to the African ; yet a s — t h a n k s to the agitat ion of ph i lan thro­
pists, and the regulat ions of Downing-s t ree t—this transit ion from 
the hold of the slave-ship to freedom in J a m a i c a , though unjust and 
oppressive whi le it lasts, mus t end in little more than three years , the 
captured slave does certainly gain by the exchange , and in this immi-

* We find, from the ninth report of the Emigration Commissioners (p. 22), that 
the cost of importing immigrants into Jamaica, from India and elsewhere, for the 
eleven years ending 1848, was £180, 252. 

+ See Report of Committee of Jamaica Assembly, Falmouth Post, December 30, 
1851. 
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grat ion the advantages mus t be allowed to more than counterbalance 
the defects. B u t the number of these immigran t s was bu t few,— 
only j u s t enough to give the planter a taste for more African appren­
t ices, and to r emind h im of the good old times when all his workmen 
were under a life contract. W h y not , then, import free immigran t s 
from Africa ? P o o r miserable hea thens , w h a t a good th ing it would 
be to convert them to Chris t iani ty , a lways suppos ing that they did 
not first convert back the creoles to Fet ichism : and then you m i g h t 
get any number of them, and fill the labour marke t as full as you 
pleased. There was only one objection to this plan, and that was, 
that t hough Africans m i g h t be bought to any amount , yet , when free, 
they would not come. T h e men settled at Sierra Leone and the o ther 
Br i t i sh possessions were too well off to leave, and knew too well wha t 
a contract meant ; the savage chiefs a long the coast were willing to 
sell their prisoners, or to go to war to catch them ; but to buy them 
was , by Bri t i sh law, p i racy, and the interfering phi lanthropists took 
care that the law should be kep t . T h e only hope was in the K r o o 
tr ibes, a ha rdy set of fishermen, a m o n g w h o m , it was said, s lavery 
did not exist; and great hope there was of them for awhi le , till it was 
discovered that there were not more than 30 ,000 of t hem, and tha t , 
" u n d e r the most favourable circumstances not more than 1000 K r o o 
emigrants could be obtained annual ly for the whole W e s t Ind ies . "* 

I t was not, then , owing to the competi t ion of immigrants , bu t in 
spite of abortive and expensive efforts to obtain them, tha t the island 
had , as we observed, become more p roduc t ive ; a n d all classes were 
expect ing, if not exper iencing, better t imes , when they suddenly 
found themselves sacrificed at the shrine of Free T rade , or ra ther to 
w h a t the D u k e of Wel l ing ton called, the necessity of ca r ry ing on 
the Queen ' s Government . T h e W h i g s declared for free t rade in 
slave produce , because free t rade was then the one idea with which 
the nation was possessed, and this was almost the only free t rade 
measure which P e e l had left them ; and P e e l , contrary to his acknow­
ledged convictions, enabled them to pass it, professedly because, it 
the W h i g s went out , there was no par ty fit to come in. 

W e are not go ing to discuss the meri ts of this measure : it is both 
useless and hopeless to do so now that the thousands of slaves w h o m 
it caused to be impor ted into C u b a and Braz i l are already most of 
them worked to dea th , (for it is said that seven years is the i r average 
working life,) and now that promises to the Wes t Ind ies , and p ro -

* Mr. Fisher's Report of Voyage to Kroo Coast, as immigration agent, in 
1847. 
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fessions of h u m a n i t y , have a l ike been t h rown overboard by the P r o ­
tectionists, in their vain effort to save a s inking minis t ry . A l l tha t 
we can do is briefly to state the effects of this measure , and to protest 
against the a t tempts , not seldom m a d e , to charge them upon emanci­
pation, and to m a k e the negro a n d the phi lanthropist responsible for 
the consequences of the destruction or desertion of Pro tec t ion . 
These effects were not immediately evident either upon the produce 
or the prosperi ty of the island. The sugar crop takes a long t ime in 
g rowing—at least fifteen m o n t h s , according to Mr . B o r t h w i c k — w h i c h 
fact, he tells us ,* explains w h y the export of 1847 , g rown from caries 
planted before the passing of the Suga r Bi l l was , 750 ,000 cwt .— 
decidedly above the average. N o r was the whole fall in price expe­
rienced at once : ships had to be sent from Cuba to Africa, and slaves 
to be b r o u g h t back in them, before the Cuban sugar-grower could 
prove to the Bri t ish consumer the advantage of the slave-trade. T h e 
average price per cwt. of Bri t ish W e s t Ind ia Muscovado sugar , exclu­
sive of du ty in 1846, was 34s. 5d. ; in 1847, it fell to 28s. 3d. ; bu t in 
1848, the slave sugar competition was sufficient to b r ing it down to 
23s. 8d.+—a price which , t ak ing one year wi th another , has been about 
the average ever since. The consequences which mus t ensue from 
this diminution of 3 0 per cent, in the gross proceeds of men already 
s t ruggl ing with difficulties, are too self-evident to need description. 
O u r readers will find them very clearly depicted in L o r d Stanley 's 
letters to M r . Glads tone , out of which we will content ourselves wi th 
quot ing one extract exemplifying the enormous depreciation of pro­
perty, and its result in the abandonment of estates and discharge of 
labourers. I n his second letter, page 5 2 , we find the following 
statement : — 

" A correspondent, the greater part of whose life has been passed in Jamaica, 
thus addresses me: ' I may state that, within the last few months, I have seen 
in my own neighbourhood, Little Spring Garden, a sea-side estate, with a cane-
field of about 200 acres, which was sold for £6000 in 1827, resold for £500. 
According to a Report of a Committee of the House of Assembly, 140 sugar, 
and 165 coffee estates, named in that report, were abandoned since the passing of 
the Act of Emancipation ; but, in point of fact, these properties have nearly all been 
broken up since the alteration of the Coffee duties in 1844, and the Sugar duties in 
1846.'" 

H e r e we find the real meaning of tha t abandonment of estates so 
often quoted by Amer icans as an excuse for the continuance of their 
s lavery, and not seldom alleged by Wes t Ind ians as a reason w h y free-

• See Evidence before Sugar and Coffee Plantation Committee. 
+ Parliamentary Returns, February, 1852. 



dom should be restricted. I t was the result not of freedom, bu t of 
free trade ;—of a fall in price, which no vagran t laws or power of 
coercing contract ing emigran ts , could p r e v e n t ; and Lord Stanley, 
after g iving m a n y similar instances, t ruly tells M r . Glads tone that , 
by them, " h e will see s t r ikingly illustrated the change which has 
t aken place in the va lue of proper ty , not, as is sometimes contended, 
since the passing of the Emanc ipa t ion Ac t , bu t since the anticipated 
admission of s lave-grown sugar , to compete on equal t e r m s . " — 
P a g e 5 5 . 

B u t it m a y be said tha t this change , though not caused by emanci­
pat ion, does not the less prove that , in sugar -growing a t least, free­
dom cannot contend wi th s lavery. I f free labour needs protection at 
the cost of the consumer, in order to compete wi th slave labour, wha t 
becomes of the boast ing prophecy, that , of the two, the free labour 
would cost the leas t? O u r first reply to this is, that , between Braz i l 
or Cuba , and J a m a i c a , the compar ison is not fair : as m u c h depends 
on the employer as on the labourer , and in both Braz i l and Cuba the 
employers are res ident—in the former, extraordinar i ly careful and 
economical ,* and in the latter, m a n y of them shrewd, calculat ing 
Amer i cans , with abundan t capital a t c o m m a n d ; whi le in J a m a i c a , by 
far the largest proport ion are impoverished absentees, at the mercy of 
mor tgagees , merchan t s , and manager s . B u t moreover , we will also 
frankly confess tha t if the friends of freedom expected that freed 
labour could, wi thout long probat ion, become a ma tch for slave labour , 
backed by the slave trade, their expectations were unreasonable , and 
h a v e not been fulfilled. The i r hypothesis was , t ha t the hope of gain 
is a more powerful inci tement to labour than the fear of the lash ; 
bu t there is no motive so powerful as the fear of death ; and their 
mis take was tha t they did not calculate on that fear. T h e y k n e w 
t h a t forced labour takes more out of the life of a man than wi l l ing 
indus t ry , and they said that no slave-owner could keep his h u m a n 
tools in w o r k i n g condition wi thout w h i p p i n g less work out of them 
t h a n they would wil l ingly give for wages ; bu t they forgot that , with 
the slave t rade , it would pay him to care less for condition than for 
work , and to give them tasks which would shorten their lives. W h a t 
Ang lo -Saxon , not to say what negro , would work eighteen hours in 
the twenty-four, for weeks together , under a tropical sun, if he were 
no t forced to do so?+ I t will , we fear, need many a mechanical inven­
tion, and much more skill in its application and managemen t than 

* See Mr. Farrer's Evidence before Sugar and Coffee Planting Committee. 
+ Mr. Higgins' Evidence before Sugar and Coffee Planting Committee. 
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J a m a i c a , as yet , can furnish, before such hand labour as this can be 
contended with . 

Nor , it must be remembered , was the competi t ion only wi th this 
slave-trade sugar ; there was the large a n d increasing growth of beet­
root sugar in F rance heavily protected, and dr iv ing all foreign sugars , 
whether free or slave, from the French into the Eng l i sh m a r k e t ; and 
there were the sugars of J a v a and the E a s t Ind ies , raised indeed b y 
free m e n , but by free men forced by the density of populat ion to take 
the lowest possible rate of wages, so low, says M r . Crooke , an E n g l i s h 
sugar-factor from B e n g a l , as a penny far thing a-day. T rue , M r . 
Crooke* also tells us , tha t planters in his ne ighbourhood, who had 
lived in the W e s t Indies , said, that a n y free negro gave as m u c h work 
as six of these poorly-paid coolies : a n d we doubt not tha t J a m a i c a , in 
the long run , will prove no exception to the industr ial rule , tha t the 
worst-paid labour is not the most profitable ; bu t at present she mus t 
find competition such as this by no means easy to meet. 

I f we add to the effects of the S u g a r Bi l l the fearful outbreak of 
cholera in 1 8 5 1 , sweeping away , according to the Governor , " t e n 
thousand able-bodied labourers ,"+ and the ravages of the smal lpox, 
which followed in 1852 , a lmost as destruct ive, and hard ly yet s tayed, 
— w e shall have noticed all the main features of the history of J a m a i c a , 
from the declaration of freedom to the present t ime. A brief recapi­
tulat ion of them will enable our readers to j u d g e how far the pover ty 
of the proprietors , or the d iminut ion of produce , can be fairly charged 
upon the innate idleness of the negro , or upon the follies of h is 
friends. 

T h e Emanc ipa t ion Ac t , it is often said, t h o u g h intrinsically ju s t , 
was ill-timed, because premature ly passed wi thout the in t roductory 
changes which ough t to h a v e preceded such a social revolution ; bu t 
if so, whose fault was tha t ? C a n n i n g ' s resolutions of 1823 were 
passed a t the instigation of the anti-slavery par ty , and against the 
most determined opposition of the W e s t I n d i a interest, for the sole 
purpose of p repar ing the slaves for freedom ; but this purpose was 
al together frustrated by the resident planters and manage r s , who 
threatened rebellion rather than obedience to them. T h e first of the 
twen ty measures which the ministers of the C r o w n declared they 
would in t roduce into the different slave colonies in order to car ry out 
these resolutions, was one " to provide the m e a n s of instruction a n d 

* Minutes of Evidence before Sugar and Coffee Planting Committee, 1848. First 
Report, p. 15. 

+ Sir C. Grey's Despatch, December 31, 1851. 
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religious education to the slaves : " in not one of the colonies was it 
found possible to give this measure effect, for each schoolmaster would 
have needed a soldier to protect h i m , so resolute were the whites 
that the blacks should not be taught, to be free ; bu t had the con­
t ra ry been the case, yet another measure would have been still more 
necessary, v iz . , one to provide the means of instruction to the whi tes ,— 
to teach them how to manage free m e n , and to show them that it was 
no t well to prepare the negroes for liberty by inci t ing them to insurrec­
t ion, by increasing their punishments , and by persecut ing their pastors. 
N o r can the philanthropists plead gui l ty to the apprent iceship blun­
der ; for it was a concession to the planters , which they to a m a n 
opposed ; still less was it their fault tha t the negroes , as soon as they 
had their labour to dispose of, asked for it the same h igh valuat ion as 
tha t which their masters had forced them to pay ; nor that they left 
the service of their employers , w h o tu rned them out of their cottages 
if they would not take j u s t wha t wages they chose to offer. I t was no 
cant of Exc te r Hal l which caused the defeat of the capitalist in his 
a t t empt to ignore or to b reak the laws of capital and labour, or which 
obliged h im to suffer the consequences of his ignorance of the condi­
tions of his new relation or of his unwil l ingness to fulfil them. T h e 
product ion and preparat ion of sugar is a difficult and intr icate busi­
ness , needing in both its agricul tural and manufac tur ing operations 
m u c h skill and attentive economy, and in the lat ter abundan t capital , 
— b u t it was no t the friends of the black labourer who forced the 
whi te employer to conduct his business at a distance of thousands of 
miles , and without the capital , which, had he not been ex t ravagan t , he 
m i g h t have saved. A n d as to the loss of protection, the anti-
slavery par ty b r o u g h t that upon the colonies as little as they did 
t he pestilence, for their s t ruggles , as a pa r ty , to preserve it , were 
a t least as vigorous and as persever ing as were those of the p lan t ing 
interest. 

So m u c h for phi lanthropic folly : bu t now for negro idleness ; a n d 
g ran t ing that it exists, again we ask, whose fault is that ? W e are not 
such admirers of the negro race as to suppose, tha t because a man ' s 
father was an African savage and he himself a half-civilized, un taugh t , 
degraded s lave, he mus t therefore have energy to conquer circum­
stances which migh t well appal a civilized Ang lo -Saxon , or inna te 
indus t ry sufficient to resist the influences and disregard the example 
of those above h im . T h e proud idleness of a s lave-owner is proverbial ; 
a n d though stern necessity is daily teaching the whites of J a m a i c a how 
to work , yet , to j u d g e by the reports of a lmost every traveller, they 



25 

have, we fear, not yet entirely forgotten their s laveholding habits ;* 
what wonder , then , if the black sometimes imitates them in t h i n k i n g 
work disgraceful, and if he does not forget how hateful it was when it 
was whipped out of h im. A g a i n , the negro does not, any more than 
the I r ish or Dorsetshi re labourer , g ive good work for bad pay ; a n d 
there is no vir tue in a tropical sun which should induce men to give 
continuous and efficient labour with wages at a shill ing a d a y , t and 
with provisions more h igh ly taxed than ours under the corn laws. 
Whi l e , therefore, we do not deny , but ra ther most deeply deplore, the 
deficient indus t ry of m a n y of the emancipated negroes, we yet do 
assert tha t this deficient industry is not so much the cause as the 
effect of colonial distress ; and that even where it is its cause, it is 
itself in great measure caused not by emancipat ion bu t by s lavery, or 
by the mistakes and misconduct of those who could not forget t h a t 
they had been slave-owners. 

I n t ru th , if we come to analyze this oft repeated complaint of idle­
ness, we shall find tha t it pre t ty general ly reduces itself to the not 
unna tu ra l reluctance of the w o r k m a n to work on plantations for a 
master, when m u c h better pay could be got by toil ing on provision 
grounds for himself. A fair analysis of the evidence given by the 
planters themselves before Lord Geo rge Bent inck ' s Commit tee , would , 
we are convinced, confirm the following notewor thy r e m a r k in Sir C . 
Grey ' s Despatch of December 31st , 1 8 5 1 . After a l luding to the 
" demoral iz ing effect " which great pestilences have in J a m a i c a , as 
well as everywhere else, and saying tha t " when near ly the whole 
inhabitants of hamle ts are des t royed," (as was the case in the cholera 
of that year , ) " i t mus t necessarily have a great effect for some t ime in 
m a k i n g the surviving labourers of the district, less settled and s t eady , " 
he adds, " i t is unjust to m a k e a general imputa t ion against them of 
laziness ; for a l though , in common with the inhabi tants of all w a r m 
climates, they feel more than those of cold ones a l ik ing for repose, 
and a sense of enjoyment in it, there are few races of men w h o wi l l 
Work harder or more perseveringly when they are sure of get t ing for 
themselves the whole produce of their labour . I t is quite t rue , how­
ever, tha t they regard it as fair, and almost meritorious, to get as m u c h 
as possible from their employers , and to do as little as possible for 
them in return ; no th ing will keep them to the jou rney-work of the 
master , if the cult ivation of their own g round , or indeed their pr ivate 
interest of any sort, draws them a w a y . " 

* See Mr. Bigelow, cap. viii. ; and also Lord Elgin's Despatch, May 6, 1846. 
+ Sir J. Pakington's speech in Parliament, December 9, 1852 ; Mr. Bigelow, 

cap. xiii. 
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These sentences seem to us very fairly to describe the industrial 
relations of the colony ; and how far this preference by the negro of 
his own interest to that of his employer has been bu t following the 
example of that employer , we will leave to our readers to determine. 
W e can only express our conviction that no fact as yet presented by 
J a m a i c a his tory, no t even " t h e injudicious methods adopted by 
manage r s to secure continuous labour on estates,"* lead us to doubt 
the previous opinion conveyed by Sir C . G r e y , in his Repor t for 1848 , 
v iz . , " t h a t unde r a system of perfectly fair deal ing and of real 
jus t ice , they ( the negroes) will come to be an admirab le peasantry and 
yeomanry , able-bodied, industrious and hard-working , frank, and well-
d isposed." 

B u t perhaps the best explanat ion both of the causes wh ich have 
sometimes m a d e the neg ro a poor w o r k m a n , and of the manner in 
which he m i g h t be m a d e a good one, is to be found in a letter to the 
Economist newspaper from M r . W . Smi th , himself a planter , and well 
k n o w n as one of the three delegates sent last year from J a m a i c a to 
represent its distress to the Br i t i sh Gove rnmen t and count ry . O n 
his first re tu rn from the is land, in 1846 , he writes as follows : — 

"During our recent sojourn in Jamaica, Mr. Dickson and I, either together or 
separately, visited eighteen out of the twenty-two parishes into which the island 
is divided. Our avowed object was to make inquiries respecting the system of 
cultivation and manufacture of the staples, and the all-important question of the 
supply of labour. Confining myself, for the moment, to the latter topic, we 
found that although everybody was ready to bear witness to the generally 
acknowledged want of labour in his district, the cases were exceedingly rare, 
(so rare, indeed, that I could actually enumerate them,) where our informants 
spoke from their own personal experience; and in these cases a little inquiry 
sufficed to show that the unwillingness of the labourers to work upon the estates 
might be traced to either inability to pay the wages, or some difference of opinion 
as to the rate. The best evidence which I can adduce of there being no general 
disinclination on the part of the negroes to work, is the fact, that we met with 
more than one instance where they had continued to labour on the estate without 
having received their wages for many months, but were depending on the 
honour of their employer to pay them out of the first money which came into 
his hands. We also found that, from some parishes where the circumstances 
of the planters were the most reduced, the negroes had migrated to others some 
thirty and forty miles distant, in search of employment,— not so much for increased 
wages, as for the sake of securing regularity in their payment. 

"We are again told that no amount of wages will secure continuous labour. 
This assertion was not borne out by what we saw upon several estates, and 
certainly it is completely refuted by our experience in the construction of the 
railway between Kingston and Spanish Town. We employed for upwards of a 
year an average of 500 men, without experiencing at any time any difficulty 

* Lord Elgin's Despatch, May 6, 184G. 
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from interrupted labour. I shall be told that we paid exorbitant wages, and 
that the work was such as suited the taste of the negroes, from its nature and 
novelty. True, we paid 2s. per diem, but we took care to accompany it with 
strict and constant supervision, and we found our account in substituting the 
pickaxe, shovel, and the wheelbarrow, for the worn-out hoe and little wooden 
bowl, whereby we secured the removal of ten cubic yards of earth as the daily 
task, and for which we would have to pay something like 3s. 6d. in England. I 
cannot well imagine what there was in either the nature or novelty of the work to 
make it more inviting than the labour on an estate, or on their own provision grounds. 
The only coercion we used, was the certainty of dismissal for absence, and we found 
it work well." 

T r u e , this letter was writ ten in 1846, bu t we k n o w of no th ing wh ich 
has since happened to alter the capabilities of the negro , or to m a k e 
it less l ikely that he would give good work for fair wages ; t hough we 
do k n o w , t h a t the " i n a b i l i t y " to pay the lat ter has been vast ly 
increased by the calamitous results of the S u g a r A c t . M r . Smi th 
proved his faith in his own observations b y himself invest ing capital 
in 1846 in J a m a i c a estates ; and t hough , in 1852 , he declares tha t this 
investment has been a loss, h e dist inctly ascribes this loss to the fall 
of price consequent on the Suga r B i l l . I n the s ta tement of facts, 
signed by himself and his two co-delegates, we find it stated, it is t rue , 
t ha t the " f r e e p o p u l a t i o n " of J a m a i c a " i s impelled by none of the 
ordinary motives to indus t ry ; " but , why ? because it has to compete 
with the C u b a n planter , whose slave-labour costs w h a t in wages 
would be equal to 4d . or 6d . a-day ; terms on which no free labourer 
in " J a m a i c a can be expected to main ta in himself and his family 
decently and honest ly , and at the same t ime labour fairly and r ighte­
ously for his employer . "* 

H i t h e r t o , our readers will observe, we h a v e viewed Emanc ipa t ion 
almost solely in its commercia l aspects, and in t ry ing the phi lanthropic 
exper iment have confined ourselves to M r . Car ly le ' s test of success ,— 
its capabil i ty to " a i d in br inging forth the nobler p r o d u c t s " of the 
soil. Y e t the dest iny of m a n , t h o u g h he be a negro , m a y include 
other objects besides the supply of a grocer ' s shop ; a n d as even the 
field-hand has hea r t , head , and soul, it m a y be worth whi le briefly to 
consider how far their p roducts have been made more or less noble by 
the change . 

A very few words wil l suffice for the social position of the slave. 
T h e t ime is now pas t when Eng l i shmen required to be convinced that 
the condition of that m a n could not be changed for the worse, w h o by 
law h a d neither proper ty , nor cit izenship, nor family, nor religion, 

* Parliamentary Return : Sugar Growing Colonies (Jamaica), p. 307. 
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w h o could be punished as for a cr ime for the fulfilment of his religious 
dut ies , or the satisfaction of his domestic affections, from w h o m 
another man could by law take his wife, or his children, or the fruits 
of h is toil. B u t if a n y one now-a-days does doubt that wha t m i g h t 
happen by law was common in fact, we can only refer h im to the evi­
dence before the Commit tees on Slavery of both H o u s e s of Pa r l i amen t 
in 1833 . W e will here merely give one test imony and one fact. T h e 
M a r q u i s of Sl igo, himself a J a m a i c a proprietor , and for a t ime governor 
of the island, thus writes to Sir Fowell B u x t o n : — 

"In reply to your inquiries, •whether my opinions on slavery had undergone 
any change while I was in Jamaica, I beg to say that when I went out there, I 
thought that the stories of the cruelties of the slave-owners, disseminated by 
your society, were merely the emanations of enthusiastic and humane persons 
— rather a caricature, than a faithful representation of what actually did take 
place. Before, however, I had been very long in Jamaica, I had reason to think 
that the real state of the case had been far understated, and that I am quite con­
vinced was the fact."* 

O u r readers will most of them remember what manner of stories of 
cruelties the Ant i -S lavery Society did disseminate, and will , we th ink , 
ha rd ly need further testimony as to the details of the system. 

Then , as regards its general result , we have this one d a m n i n g fact : 
the slave populat ion of eleven of the Wes t - Ind ian Colonies was in 
twelve years diminished full 10 per cent. — in J a m a i c a , the diminution 
b y death , independent of manumiss ion , was about 13 per cent. , or 
from 3 4 6 , 1 5 0 in 1817 , to 307 ,357 in 1 8 3 2 . t This fact, which is 
proved by the official registry of slaves in both years , is confirmed by 
the statistics of special estates ;+ a n d that it was not owing, as is some­
t imes said, to excess of males in consequence of the previous slave-
t rade , is clear ; for the same statistics prove tha t while this mor ta l i ty 
was go ing on, the females were general ly , as they are now, in excess 
of the males. § A n d bad as was the condition of the slaves physical ly , 
mora l ly it was worse; the most degrad ing licentiousness was the ru le , 
a n d chast i ty and marr iage the exception. A lmos t every white m a n 
in au thor i ty kep t a b lack or a coloured mistress ; and it is a fact 
clearly proved, tha t mar r i age w h e n desired by the negroes, was no t 
seldom disallowed by the managers , | | and was a lmost invar iably dis-

* "Memoirs of Sir T. F. Buxton," p. 386. 
+ See Parliamentary Return in Appendix to Buxton's Memoirs, 
+ See, for example, Statistics of the Seaford Estates, as laid before the Lords' 

Committee in 1832. 
§ Statistics above quoted. See also Sir T. F. Buxton's Speech, "Memoirs," 

p. 269. 
|| Dr. King's "Jamaica," p. 47. 
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couraged by their example . A mass of m e n a n d women , h e r d i n g 
together l ike catt le, hal f savage, more than half hea then , whol ly u n ­
t augh t , speak ing an almost unintell igible gibberish, was t ing a w a y 
with toil and hardsh ip , ha t ing their masters and watch ing for a b loody 
revenge, yet dreading them as a realization of their old Fet ich fears, 
and s t r iv ing only to imitate their vices ,—such was the condition of a 
large portion of the J a m a i c a slaves, and would have been tha t of all , 
had it not been for the efforts and influence of tha t smal l band of 
devoted missionaries, w h o m the planters did their u tmost , by violence 
and ca lumny , to drive from the island. 

This missionary influence was the only real preparat ion for freedom 
which the negroes had , but this was enough . T h a n k s to t he power 
of religion over the consciences of the few, thanks still more to the 
power of the preachers over the hear ts of the m a n y , freedom had a 
fair chance with the negro , and a fair chance was all it needed. I n 
1842 , four years after the abolition of the apprent iceship , Lord D e r b y , 
then as Lord Stanley, Colonial Secre tary , replied to a chal lenge from 
Spain to prove the advantages of freedom, very similar to tha t so 
often made by Amer i ca now, by enumera t ing the following as a m o n g 
the " u n q u e s t i o n a b l e facts, on which all men are ag reed , " viz., " t h a t , 
since the emancipat ion, the negroes have been th r iv ing and contented ; 
tha t they have raised their manner of l iving, and multiplied their 
comforts and enjoyments ; t ha t their offences agains t the laws have 
become more and more l ight and infrequent ; tha t their morals have 
improved ; t ha t marr iage has been more and more subst i tuted for 
concubinage ; and tha t they are eager for education, rapidly advanc­
ing in knowledge , and powerfully influenced by the minis ters of 
re l ig ion ." 

M r . P h i l i p p o , who was a missionary both before and after s l ave ry , 
after telling us that , " p r e v i o u s to 1 8 2 3 , there were not more t h a n 
one or two schools in the whole island expressly for the instruct ion 
of the b lack popula t ion ,"* says, w h e n g iv ing statistics of negro 
education in 1 8 4 1 , that " b y the publ ished reports there were then 
belonging to different denominat ions of Chris t ians t h roughou t the 
is land, as near ly as it could be ascertained from the imperfect da ta 
supplied, about 186 day-schools, 100 sabbath-schools , and 2 0 or 3 0 
evening schools, the lat ter chiefly for the instruction of adults.+ 
Aga in M r . Ph i l i ppo , wr i t ing in 1 8 4 3 , says , " D u r i n g slavery the 
sanctities of mar r iage were almost u n k n o w n ; " bu t adds , " o u t of a 

* "Jamaica : its Past and Present State," p. 189. 
+ Ibid. p. 193. 
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populat ion of 420 ,000 , not fewer than 14 ,840 marr iages have taken 
place annual ly since 1840 , being a proportion of 1 in 2 9 ; indeed, 
everywhere mar r i age is now the ru le , and concubinage the ex­
cep t ion ."* 

B u t there are persons wi th w h o m the word of a miss ionary is of 
no avail ; and perhaps L o r d D e r b y m a y be though t prejudiced in 
behalf of the measure which he had himself passed. L e t us then 
t ake the test imony of a J a m a i c a proprietor . L o r d H o w a r d de 
W a l d e n was examined before the S u g a r and Coffee P l a n t i n g C o m ­
mittee, in F e b . 1 8 4 8 . H e had himself gone to J a m a i c a to see after 
his estates, and good reason he had to g o ; for t hough notoriously 
three of the finest in the island, their average net income for eight 
yea r s , he informed the Commit tee , had been only £900 , whereas , in 
former years , they used to net above £20 ,000 per a n n u m ; here, a t 
least, we have a witness not l ikely to be prejudiced in favour of 
emancipat ion. B u t when asked, " C a n you speak to the mora l im­
provement of the negroes in J a m a i c a , as regards their educat ion, 
rel igion, habi ts , dress, and marr iage ? " his lordship replied, " I be­
lieve they have amazingly improved , in every respect, since emanci­
pat ion ; everybody agrees that the change since emancipat ion has 
been very r e m a r k a b l e . " 

These , however , are descriptions of the state of the negroes before 
1848 ; and since then , it m a y be said it has been re t rograding . T o 
some extent , this is t rue : freedom has not pu t the negro out of the 
reach of the moral effects of pover ty or pestilence ; and the energies 
of the labourer have been s tunned by the same fiscal blow which has 
prostrated the fortunes of the merchan t and proprietor. Stil l , w h e n 
Amer i can slaveowners seize with greedy joy the g loomy reports from 
J a m a i c a of a want of progress in civilization, they mus t remember 
tha t no one is compar ing the free negroes either with their slaves, or 
wi th w h a t these negroes were as slaves, but with wha t they were as 
free men , at the t ime when the island was more prosperous . A n o t h e r 
reason m a y perhaps , in a measure , explain this apparen t retrogression. 
M u c h of the influence of the missionaries, t hough seemingly rel igious, 
was really social and political. T h e negroes went to. chapel , and sent 
their children to school, and did general ly as their pastors bade them, 
because they looked upon them with respect and love as their political 
protectors, but when they found tha t they no longer needed protec­
tors , and when the pastoral relation became reduced to a s imply 

* "Jamaica: its fast and Present State," p. 232. 
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religious one, there followed a not unna tu ra l reaction, and the habi ts 
of heathenism and slavery in some measure regained their ho ld . 
Again, the different missionary societies, hear ing of the prosperi ty of 
the negroes, and encouraged by the ext raordinary sums raised by 
them for religious purposes immedia te ly after emancipat ion, wi thdrew 
pecuniary aid j u s t a t the very t ime when , owing to this reaction, and 
to the effects of the S u g a r Bi l l , the blacks were both less willing and 
less able to replace it : and thus the supply of preachers and teachers 
was diminished with the demand, when , on the cont rary , the supp ly 
ought to have been increased, in order to mainta in the demand. W e 
are glad, however , to learn tha t both church and school a t tendance is 
now again on the increase ; and the recent intell igence we have been 
able to gain from missionaries, gives us g round to believe tha t the 
progress in civilization, though less showy than it has been, is more 
sound, and, in real i ty, no t less hopeful. 

A very fair idea of the position and prospects of the negroes m a y 
be gathered from the three works a t the head of our paper , all of t hem 
the records of observations m a d e du r ing the late years of fiscal de­
pression ; one being the careful and detailed journa l* of two members 
of the Ant i -Slavery Soc i e ty—Quake r phi lanthropis ts , it is t rue , bu t 
gent lemen whose position and character m a k e it impossible to doubt 
their s ta tements of fact ; another , an impart ia l résumé chiefly of the 
mora l and religious condition of the island in 1849 , by a Scotch clergy­
man ;+ and the thi rd , a series of vivid and instructive sketches, by a 
shrewd newspaper editor from the States.++ W a n t of space compels 
us to refrain from giv ing our readers the analysis of these observa­
tions which we h a d intended : we can only state the general impression 
left on our minds not only by them, bu t by a mul t i tude of other 
evidence, m u c h of it official. 

H e a t h e n customs and superstit ions are no t ye t rooted out of 
J a m a i c a ; the sensuality of slavery lu rks a m o n g its black populat ion : 
in that respect their mora l s tandard is still low, m u c h lower than that 
of the I r i sh peasant ,—we wish we could be sure that it was m u c h 
lower than tha t of the Engl i sh labourer . C r ime is said to be frequent, 
and yet , if we compare the criminal statistics of E n g l a n d wi th those 
of J a m a i c a , this charge , even if t rue , is one which it ill becomes E n g -

* "The British West Indies in 1850," by John Candler and G. W. Alexander, 
(Anti-Slavery Reporter, February, March, and April, 1851.) 

+ "Jamaica : its State and Prospects." By the Rev. David King. Glasgow. 
1850. 

+ "Jamaica in 1850." By John Bigelow. 
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l ishmen to make .* True , when fortune turns suddenly in favour of 
these negroes , we hear stories of absurd and wasteful expendi ture ; 
by no means , however , so absurd as those freaks of Anglo-Saxons of 
which every mail from the Austral ian diggings brings us t idings. W e 
also hear that , with the depression of the sugar manufacture , poverty 
and idleness increase in much the same proport ion as they do in 
Lancashi re w h e n the mills are runn ing short t i m e ; but D r . K i n g tells 
us, that , in spite of this increase, be met with no beggars.+ Minis ters 
of religion complain , as they do wi th us , tha t churches and chapels 
are not filled, and that the fervour of rel igious revivals is not last ing ; 
and the official s tatements of the carelessness of parents about the 
education of their children, and of their unwil l ingness to pay for i t , 
r emind us very much of the reports of our own school inspectors. 
T h e same charge of penurious selfishness is made against some of the 
60 ,000++ peasant proprietors of J a m a i c a , which we often hear applied 
to the small landowners of France ; but D r . K i n g , in describing the 
free mounta in vil lages, contrasts them favourably wi th those of his 
own fellow-countrymen in the Scotch H i g h l a n d s , both as regards the 
superiority of the cottages, and the greater indus t ry of the inhabi-
tants.§ 

I n a word , we do no t say tha t the his tory of free J a m a i c a has proved 
how far the negro race is capable of the highest exploits of civiliza­
tion, or how high is to be its r a n k a m o n g the races of the world, for 
these yet remain open questions, so far as J a m a i c a is concerned ; but 
th is m u c h it has proved, tha t there has been found no people more 
quick to learn the lessons of freedom, and to forget those of s lavery. 
Cr imes and follies they commit , wi thout doubt ; but the question is , 
not how far they are absolutely vicious, nor even whether , compara­
t ively wi th others , they are more or less foolish or cr iminal , but 

* See Statistical Tables of the General Penitentiary of Jamaica, (Reports with 
Blue Books for 1848, p. 138), as compared with the Parliamentary Returns of 
Criminals in England and Wales for 1848. 

+ King's "Jamaica," p. 36. 
++ We take the estimate by Mr. Clark, the Baptist missionary. Mr. Bigelow 

estimates the number at 100,000, p. 116. 
§ King's "Jamaica," p. 211. The report, however, of Dr. C. Milroy, the 

medical inspector during the cholera, proves that there is as much need of 
sanitary reform in Jamaica as in Skye or Connaught. Many of the "ordinary 
negro houses" appear to be grievously dirty, over-crowded, and ill ventilated ; 
and" still more wretched than them are the huts provided for the watchmen" 
on the estates, which Dr. Milroy describes as "kennels, which it is an outrage 
upon our common nature to require human beings to occupy."—Returns (Jamaica), 
p. 32. 
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whether they are more or less so as freemen than they were as slaves. 
A n d we defy the Amer ican slaveowners to find any m a n who , hav ing 
known them in both condit ions, does not th ink , or even would not 
say, that they are now incomparab ly better husbands , and parents , 
and ne ighbours , and citizens, t han they were ,—more comfortable, 
more educated, more mora l , and more rel igious,—that the sins which 
still beset them are sins which , hav ing been originated or aggrava ted 
by slavery, are now becoming diminished by freedom. A n d yet the 
measure which has thus increased the happiness and exalted the cha­
racter of nine-tenths of the inhabitants of the island, is denounced as 
a failure, and sneered at as "unsc i en t i f i c , " because there are fewer 
bales of sugar exported from its shores, or because there is a d iminu­
tion in the incomes of some few hundred sugar growers , w h o either 
did not unders tand the business of employ ing labour, or would not 
at tend to i t . 

Leav ing now the present , one word more on the past, before 
we touch on the future. I n detail ing, as we have felt ourselves forced 
to do, the mistakes and misconduct of the planters , our purpose has 
not been a defence of either the phi lanthropis ts or the negroes. T h e 
reputat ion of the m e n who made freedom the law of E n g l a n d , m a y 
be safely left to the keeping of Eng l i shmen of future ages, who will 
take care that it lives long after the cant of imitators and the cavils 
of objectors are al ike forgotten. A n d the J a m a i c a negroes, wi th the 
title-deeds of their hard-earned freeholds in one pocket , and the 
wages of their labour in the other , and wi th representatives of their 
own colour daily filling more and more the offices of the colony and the 
seats of its legislature, m a y well afford to l augh at even M r . Car ly le ' s 
sarcasm, and to ask h im to wait till they show h im wha t the island 
will produce , when blacks and browns guide and direct its w o r k as 
universally as they now perform it. Still less does the abstract cause 
of freedom demand for its justification that we should rake u p deeds 
of folly or injustice, the surv iv ing actors of which are almost all of 
them repentant , and all of whom are punished. M o r e k ind ly relations 
are now spr inging up between both employers and labourers , for which, 
due honour to both ; and therefore, even to tell the t ru th about wha t 
has been, would be unfi t t ing, were it not for two reasons. 

Fi rs t , the A m e r i c a n slaveowner makes J a m a i c a distress almost the 
principal excuse for his s laveowning. Jus t i ce , then, to his slaves 
demands that it should be shown that , in so far as this distress has 
not been caused by circumstances which neither employers nor 
labourers could control, it has arisen, not because the labourers arc 
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no longer as hit a r e — " c h a t t e l s ; " bu t because the employers have 
either imitated h im too m u c h as a s laveowner, or too little as a man 
of business. A n d secondly, the past needs to be kept in v iew, because 
there are even now men connected with the p lan t ing interest, or pro­
fessing to be its advocates , w h o , regardless of the consequences of 
former mis takes , are seeking to remedy these consequences by their 
repetition. 

O f these mistakes there has none been so fatal as tha t which sup­
poses that work can be got from the free m a n by the same means as 
those by which it was got from the slave, tha t when the whip is 
once abolished, any other coercion can supply the place of wages. 
R e m e m b e r i n g , therefore, h o w the existing labour-laws had been used 
by the planters and the p lan t ing jus t ices , and wha t were the fresh 
laws which the J a m a i c a legislature h a d proposed, the friends of the 
negro migh t well be a la rmed, when they heard the late Colonial 
Secretary palliate from his place in par l iament his desertion of P r o ­
tection by declar ing tha t he would " d i r e c t his at tention to two 
impor tan t subjects—the supply of labour , and the present state of the 
l abour laws in the W e s t I n d i a colonies ; "* and when they k n e w , by 
his writ ten answer to the J a m a i c a deputa t ion , tha t he h a d left to the 
planters themselves the initiation of these laws.+ 

T h e present Gove rnmen t , however , have no desertion of Pro tec t ion 
to a tone for, and therefore we trust tha t we need fear from them no 
connivance at coercion ; bu t we suppose we mus t add, that nei ther 
can we hope from them any continuance or restoration or Pro tec t ion . 
A small differential duty in favour of free-grown sugar would probably 
check the revival of the slave-trade in C u b a , and prevent it in Brazi l ; 
would certainly diminish the sufferings of the slaves in both places ,— 
sufferings beyond the power of m a n to describe or imag ine ,—and 
would give to the W e s t I nd i a sugar producers the brea th ing t ime 
needed to enable them to start fair wi th all competitors. W e believe 
also tha t the small sum needed for such protect ion would be g lad ly 
paid by nine out of every ten E n g l i s h m e n , whe ther as consumers or 
tax-payers , provided it was clearly shown to them that it was ra ised— 
not in order to protect the planter at the cost of the publ ic , which 
would be robbery ,—but in order to protect the freed m a n and the 
slave against the slave-stealer and s lave-buyer , which would be refusal 
to part icipate in robbery ; a n d yet we suppose tha t no G o v e r n m e n t 
will dare to ask the Br i t i sh public to pay this small sum ; and why ? 

* Sir J. Packington's Speech, June 8, 1852. 
+ Parliamentary Returns (Jamaica), p. 314. 
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N o t because the principle of free t rade is involved, for the highest 
free t rade authori t ies al low that it does not app ly to slave-produce, 
which is stolen goods, but because the spirit of tha t principle has 
al ready become frozen into a formula, from the letter of which ha rd ly 
any politician dares to dissent. 

B u t if the present Governmen t nei ther mainta in Pro tec t ion nor 
substitute for it coercion, what will they do with rega rd to tha t other 
a n d yet more at tractive compensation for its loss, offered b y their 
predecessors, viz . , the supply of cheap immig ran t labour 1 P e r h a p s 
they m a y suggest to J a m a i c a deputat ions , tha t inasmuch as there a re 
m a n y parts of the island where the labourers cannot get work even 
at the present J a m a i c a wages of a shill ing a-day, it m i g h t be as well 
to establish communicat ion between the places where there are too 
m a n y labourers and those where there are too few, before they ask 
for help to pay the cost of b r ing ing them from the other side of the 
world.* A t any rate , there are one or two immigra t ion facts, which 
we trust they will bear in mind . 

Fi rs t , tha t whenever coercive power has been possessed by planters 
over apprent iced immigran t s , it has, to say the least, been liable to 
abuse—witness , a m o n g a mul t i tude of other evidence, Lord G r e y ' s 
s ta tement in his Despa tch to Lord H a r r i s , Apr i l 2 8 , 1848 , that in 
J a m a i c a , " cases have been discovered in which their labour had been 
habi tua l ly s t imulated by w h i p , in the h a n d both of employer and 
o v e r s e e r : " + secondly, tha t no number of African immigran t s , either 
m e n or women, can be obtained wi thout b u y i n g them of the chiefs,+ 
i.e., wi thout the encouragement of the slave-trade and its accompany­
ing murde r s : and, last ly, t ha t h i ther to it has been, and apparent ly it 
ever will be , impossible to impor t either Coolies or Chinese, § wi thout 
an excess of males so disproport ionate as to cor rupt the mora ls , not 
on ly of the immigran t s bu t the Creoles. 

These two last facts a re the acknowledged difficulties of African 
a n d eastern immigra t ion ; and before ent rus t ing to the planter , or 
their friends, the task of overcoming these difficulties, there are two 
other recorded facts, which it m a y be well for the present Colonial 
Secre tary to consider. F i rs t , tha t in 1847 , the J a m a i c a C h a m b e r of 

* See King's "Jamaica," p. 26. 
+ See also Report of Mr. Ewart, the Agent-General for Immigration, Parliamen­

tary Returns (Jamaica), p. 37. 
+ See Captain Denman's Evidence before Sugar Planting Committee, p. 149. 
§ See Report of Mr. White, Immigration Agent, to Governor of British Guiana. 

June 21, 1851. 



Commerce proposed to meet these difficulties by " p r o v i d i n g means of 
t ranspor t , from the African coast, for the thousands of slaves b rough t 
down for sale and sh ipment to the foreign t rader , " and by " r a n s o m ­
i n g the prisoners of w a r of the nat ive chiefs," w h o would doubtless, 
in re turn for such ransom, take care to keep u p a constant supply of 
w h a t the C h a m b e r is pleased to call "free emigration :" and, secondly, 
t ha t in 1 8 4 8 , Lord G . Ben t inck , a t tha t t ime the champion of the 
W e s t Ind ian interest , suggested tha t the great defect in the eastern 
immigra t ion , viz., the want of wha t he calls a " b r e e d i n g popula t ion ," 
should be supplied by the purchase of negresses from the south­
western coast of Africa.* 

Y e t that there is a want of labour in this magnificent island, to 
force its rich soil to yield its t reasures, there can be no doubt ; a wan t 
not of cheap labour , (is not labour cheap enough at a shill ing a-day ?) 
bu t of educated, skilled l abour ,—not of mere manua l operat ives, but 
of a r t i sans , and t radesmen, and yeomen—of immigran t s w h o a l ready 
have some little capital , and k n o w h o w to use it, and have wants 
wh ich will force them to accumula te ye t more . I n a word, the great 
des idera tum of J a m a i c a is a ha rd -work ing middle-class, a class such 
as could not exist under its old regime, and which , t hough now 
spr ing ing u p with r emarkab le quickness , is still far too small . C a p ­
tured slaves, or prisoners of war , or Coolies, or K r o o m e n , cannot 
furnish recruits to this class, bu t far nearer than either Africa or Ind i a 
there are men w h o can. 

T h e free coloured people of the U n i t e d States migh t supply this 
desideratum by sending men w h o would carry with them their wives 
and children, m a n y of them possessing no inconsiderable amoun t of 
capital , all of them trained under the industr ial influence of that 
energetic example , which their white oppressors, however much they 
ha te or despise them, cannot wi thhold from them. W e can hard ly 
hope tha t these pages wil l be read by any of the leaders a m o n g this 
people, or we would earnestly ask them whether self-interest and 
d u t y — d u t y to their race , bond and free—does not suggest to them 
an exodus from the land of bondage to tropical J a m a i c a , at least more 
s t rongly than to cold Canada . I n the States, their very faculties are 
a torment to them, for the prejudice against colour allows their 
faculties no exercise. I n J a m a i c a , if in the minds of any men that 
prejudice still l ingers , it is only to be laughed at ; how can it be 

* Lord George Bentinck's Draft Report of Sugar and Coffee Planting Committee, 
Eighth Report, p. 12. 
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otherwise in a count ry where coloured men not only m a y be, but are 
legislators, lawyers , physicians , minis ters , p lanters , editors, and mer­
chants , as well as labourers ?* W e are aware that we are t read ing 
on tender g round , and that some of the best of the coloured men, and 
m a n y of their sincerest friends, t h ink tha t , in hope of a id ing their 
enslaved bre thren , they ought , under whatever obloquy or persecution, 
to remain citizens of the Republ ic . I t is not for us to mark out for 
t hem their course, and yet we cannot bu t th ink that by no possible 
means could they so effectually aid the Amer ican slave, as by teaching 
energy and indus t ry to the free Br i t i sh negro , and by has ten ing for­
ward , by their precept and example , that t ime when from J a m a i c a 
and her k indred isles, the voice of a negro communi ty , prosperous , 
educated, civilized, Chr is t ian , shall speak to republican despots and 
their vict ims words which both will hear , and which the former will 
not be able to disregard. 

A n d tha t this t ime will come, we hold to be no vain p rophecy , 
foolish as to m a n y it m a y seem. W e have faith in it, because we see 
it writ ten in the page of history, in the experience of the A n g l o -
Saxon, tha t he cannot toil in these islands or m a k e a h o m e of them, 
and of the African that he can ; because we see a l ready foreshadow-
ings of its fulfilment, in the progress wh ich , since his feet have been 
unshackled , this African HAS m a d e — a progress which , spite of its 
occasional t a r ry ings or backward steps, is greater than has ever in 
l ike period been m a d e by Anglo-Saxon . 

N o t bu t tha t , before this prophecy be fulfilled, there needs m u c h 
work to be done. F i r s t , and most especially, there needs an entire 
abolition not only of s lavery, bu t of the s laveowning sp i r i t ;—the re 
mus t be a complete emancipat ion of the whites from s laveowning 
habits , feelings, and prejudices ; all traces of the old regime m u s t be 
swept from the s ta tute book, and the magis t ra tes mus t forget tha t i t 
ever existed. T h e r e needs also a fairer a r r angement of the taxes, 
and bo th a more economical and a more appropr ia te expendi ture of 
them. W e learn from Sir Char les G r e y , that the " p u b l i c debt of 
J a m a i c a amounts to about £ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 , " + and M r . Smith and his co-

* We are glad to find that both the Home and Colonial Governments are at last 
determined to remove the greatest obstacle which has existed to the immigration of 
free coloured men from the States, viz., their inability as aliens to own freeholds, 
by enabling them to become naturalized in a year. See Immigration Act passed by 
Jamaica Assembly, and Sir J. Pakington's Despatch thereon, Parliamentary 
Returns (Jamaica), pp. 354 and 316. 

+ Parliamentary Returns (Jamaica), p. 189. 
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delegates inform us , t ha t " i t s publ ic and parochial inst i tut ions are 
maintained at an annua l expense exceeding £ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 . " I f the large­
ness of this sum be inconsistent wi th the oft-repeated assertions of 
the pover ty of the island, still more absurd are the ext ravagant official 
salaries,* compared wi th the complaints so jus t ly made of the wan t 
of measures for sanitary improvement , and of deficiency of roads , of 
i r r igat ion, and of education. T h e necessity of an E n c u m b e r e d 
Estates A c t requires no enforcement, for the a rguments which induced 
its introduct ion into I r e l and apply wi th far greater force to J a m a i c a , 
where so m a n y more of the owners of proper ty are too poor , too 
ignoran t , or too far off to fulfil its d u t i e s ; and, indeed, unti l such 
owners cease to cumber the estates, we hard ly see how tha t division 
of labour in the product ion of the main staple of the island can be 
effected, which gives the best hope of its future economical prosper i ty , 
v iz . , the substitution of peasant sugar growers supp ly ing wi th canes 
t he " c e n t r a l m i l l s " of manufacturers+ for absentee propr ie tors 
m a n a g i n g by bailiffs both an enormous farm and a difficult m a n u ­
facture. A n d last ly, their needs a supply of foreign labour , no t 
indeed from Africa or Ind ia , nor yet only from Amer ica , bu t from 
E n g l a n d , — t h e r e needs now, and will need for many years , a cont inuous 
immigra t ion of Eng l i sh ministers and schoolmasters . The miss ionary 
societies have , we believe, felt it r igh t to w i thd raw some of their 
labourers from the W e s t Indies , and to send them to b reak u p fresh 
soil, or to till fields yet more waste ; if such has been their decision, 
no suggest ion of ours would change it, but we believe that every post 
gives t hem more a n d more reason to reconsider it, proves to t hem 
more and more plainly that their aid to the negro has been effectual 
a n d is wanted , a n d reminds t hem that the debt owing to h im by 
Bri t i sh Chr is t ians , for ills inflicted or connived at, is even yet far 
from paid. T h e Eng l i sh C h u r c h especially m a y remember , tha t if 
she had done her du ty to the slave, if she had even given work in 
propor t ion to her hire, the freed men would not need so m u c h of her 
assistance now. W o u l d tha t in future she m a y contend earnestly 
wi th the " s e c t a r i e s , " not as to w h o shall most possess the negro 
bra in with special dogmas—for whatever he be , the negro is no con­
troversial is t—but as to who shall mos t qu ick ly exorcise those fiends 
of sensuali ty, s loth, and falsehood, which slavery has left to h a u n t 
h i m . 

* See Bigelow's "Jamaica," cap. v. 
+ See Bigelow, cap. xiv. See also Sir C. Grey's recommendation of an Encumbered 

Estates Act, Despatch to Sir J. Pakington, 10th June, 1852. 
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A t the beginning of this paper , wo stated that we should confine 
ou r remarks to J a m a i c a , because it was the colony in which the 
success of emancipat ion was the least evident. W e can only add , 
tha t if we have been able to prove that in J a m a i c a freedom does 
work better than did slavery, and phi lanthropy has no t been a folly, 
our t ask would have been even yet easier in any other of our W e s t 
I n d i a possessions, from Barbadoes , where the populat ion is more 
dense than in C h i n a , to Br i t i sh G u i a n a , where it is almost as scanty 
as in Aust ra l ia . 

A s , owing to this want of populat ion, G u i a n a has had, next to 
J a m a i c a , the greatest difficulties to meet , and has therefore been 
almost as often quoted against the advocates of negro freedom, we 
will conclude our r e m a r k s by referring Amer ican slaveowners and 
their Eng l i sh allies to the closing pa rag raph of the last published 
despatch of its governor , M r . B a r k l y , who says ,* that he " f o r w a r d s 
authent ic records , " p roving tha t in this colony, where he himself is , 
and long has been, a large p r o p r i e t o r , — " t h e revenue has been 
flourishing, populat ion augment ing , education spreading, cr ime di­
minish ing , and t rade increasing, du r ing the year ju s t passed ," and 
tha t there " a p p e a r s no reason to anticipate a less favourable result 
in any one of these respects in the year now entered u p o n . " 

* Despatch to Sir J. Pakington, April 21, 1852. The last intelligence from 
Guiana fully justifies these favourable anticipations. See Times, March 9th, 
1853. 




