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A DETAIL OF THE M I L I T A R Y TRANSACTIONS 
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S O O N after I had published the History of the 
British Colonies in the Weft Indies, I conceived 

the defign of compiling a general account of the 
fettlements made by all the nations of Europe in 
that part of the New Hemifphere, but more parti­
cularly the French, whofe poffeffions were undoubt­
edly the moft valuable and productive of the whole 
Archipelago. This idea fuggefted itfelf to my 
mind, on furveying the materials I had collected with 
regard to their principal colony in St. Domingo; 
not doubting, as the fortune of war had placed 
under the Britifh dominion all or moft of the other 
French iflands, that I fhould eafily procure fuch 
particulars of the condition, population, and culture 
of each, as would enable me to complete my defign, 
with credit to myfelf, and fatisfaction to the Publick. 
I am forry to obferve, that in this expectation I 

b have 
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have hitherto found myfelf difappointed. The pre-
fent publication therefore, is confined wholly to 
St. Domingo ; concerning which, having perfonally 
vifited that unhappy country foon after the revolt 
of the negroes in 1 7 9 1 , and formed connexions 
there, which have fupplied me with regular com­
munications ever fince, I poffefs a mafs of evidence, 
and important documents. My motives for going 
thither, are of little confequence to the Publick; but 
the circumftances which occafioned the voyage, the 
reception I met with, and the fituation in which 
I found the wretched Inhabitants, cannot fail of 
being interefting to the reader; and I flatter myfelf 
that a fhort account of thofe particulars, while it 
confers fome degree of authenticity on my labours, 
will not be thought an improper Introduction to 
my book. 

I N the month of September 1 7 9 1 , when I was at 
Spanifh Town in Jamaica, two French Gentlemen 
were introduced to me, who were juft arrived from 
St. Domingo, with information that the negro flaves 
belonging to the French part of that ifland, to the 
number, as was believed, of 100,000 and upwards, 

had 
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had revolted, and were fpreading death and defo-
lation over the whole of the northern province. 
They reported that the governor-general, confider ng 
the fituation of the colony as a common caufe among 
the white inhabitants of all nations in the Weft Indies, 
had difpatched commiffioners to the neighbouring 
iflands, as well as to the States of North America, 
to requeft immediate affiftance of troops, arms, 
ammunition, and provifions; and that themfelves 
were deputed on the fame errand to the Government 
at Jamaica: I was accordingly defired to prefent 
them to the Earl of Effingham, the commander in 
chief. Although the difpatches with which thefe 
gentlemen were furnifhed, were certainly a very fuf-
ficient introduction to his lordfhip, I did not he-
fitate to comply with their requeft; and it is fcarce-
ly necefflary to obferve, that the liberal and enlarged 
mind which animated every part of Lord Effing­
ham's conduct, needed no folicitation, in a cafe of 
beneficence and humanity. Superior to national 
prejudice, he felt, as a man and a chriftian ought to 
feel, for the calamities of fellow men ; and he faw, 
in its full extent, the danger to which every ifland 
in the Weft Indies would be expofed from fuch an 

b 2 example, 

iii 











http://ourfelv.es












































































































































































































































































































http://lbmetim.es









































































































































































































































	CONTENTS
	CHAP. I. POLITICAL State of SAINT DOMINGO, previous to the year 1789
	CHAP. II. From the Revolution of 1789, to the Meeting of the Firft General Colonial Affembly
	CHAP. III. Proceedings of the General Colonial Affembly until its final Diffolution, and Embarkation of the Members for France, August 1790
	CHAP. IV. Rebellion and Defeat of Ogé, a free Man of Colour
	CHAP. V. Proceedings in France—Maffacre of Colonel Mauduit in St. Domingo—and fatal Decree of the National Affembly of the 15th May 1791
	CHAP. VI. Confequences in St. Domingo of the Decree of the 15th of May—Rebellion of the Negroes in the Northern Province, and Enormities committed by them—Revolt of the Mulattoes at Mirebalais—Concordat or Truce between the Inhabitants of Port au Prince and the Men of Colour of the 11th of September—Proclamation by the National Affembly of the 20th of September
	CHAP. VII. Of the Motives which induced the People of Colour to join the revolted Negroes—Conduct of the Britifh Affociation for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, and of the Society in Paris called Les Amis des Noirs—Letter from Abbé Gregoire to the People of Colour—Repeal of the Decree of the 15th May 1791— Effects of that Meafure—Civil War with the Mulattoes renewed—Port au Prince deftroyed by Fire—Cruelties exercifedby both Parties—Arrival at Cape François of the Civil Commiffioners
	CHAP. VIII. Reception and Proceedings of the Civil Commiffioners, and their Return to France—National Decree of the 4th of April 1792—Appointment of a new Governor (Monf. Defparbes) and three other Commiffioners (Santhonax, Polverel, and Ailhaud)—Their Embarkation and Arrival, with a felect Body of Twops—Their violent Proceedings—Appointment, by the Executive Council, of M. Galbaud as Chief Governor, in the Room of Desparbes—His Arrival, and Disputes with the Commiffioners— Both Parties proceed to Hoftilities—The revolted Negroes called in to the Affistance of the Commiffioners—A general Maffacre of the White Inhabitants, and Conflagration of the Town of Cape François
	CHAP. IX. Situation, Extent, and general Defcription of St. Domingo—Origin of the French Colony, and Topographical Defcription of the feveral Provinces into which the French Poffeffions were divided—Their Population, and Produce—Shipping and Exports—Compared with the Returns of Jamaica
	CHAP. X. Emigrations—Overtures to the British Government accepted—Situation and Strength of the Republican Party in St. Domingo, and Dispofition of the Inhabitants—Negro Slavery abolifhed bythe French Commiffioners—Armament allotted for the Invasion of the Country—Surrender of Jeremie and the Mole at Cape St. Nicholas—Unfuccefsful Attempt on Cape Tiburon—Further Proceedings of the Britifh Army until the Arrival of General Whyte—Capture of Port au Prince
	CHAP. XI. Sicknefs among the Troops, and the Caufes thereof—Reinforcement—Dreadful Mortality—General Whyte is Succeeded by Brigadier General Horneck—Leogane taken by the Rebels—Temporary Succeffes of Lieutenant-Colonel Brifbane at Artibonite—Revolt of the Mulattoes at St. Marc—Attack of Fort Bizotton—Preparations by Rigaud for a second Attempt on Tiburon—The Post attacked on Chriftmas Day, and carried—Gallant Defence and Efcape of the Garrifon, and melancholy Fate of Lieutenant Baskerville—Lieutenant-Colonels Brisbane and Markham killed -Obfervations and Strictures, on the Conduct of the War
	CHAP. XII. Ancient State of the Spanifh Colony—The Town of St. Domingo eftablifhed by Bartholomew Columbus in 1498—Pillaged by Drake in 1586—Conjectures and Reflections concerning its prefent Condition, and the State of Agriculture in the interior Country—Numbers and Character of the prefent Inhabitants—Their Animosity towards the French Planters, and Jealoufy of the Englifh—Conjectures concerning the future Situation of the whole Island; and fome concluding Reflection
	Tableau du Commerce et de Finances de la Partie Françoife de St. Domingue
	Additional Tables
	Additional Notes and Illustrations




