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OON after I had publifhed the Hiftory of the
Britifh Colonies in the Weft Indies, I conceived
the defign of compiling a general account of the
{ettlements made by all the nations of Europe in
that part of the New Hemifphere, but more parti-
cularly the French, whofe pofieffions were undoubt-
edly the moft valuable and productive of the whole
Archipelago.  This idea fuggefted itlelf to my
mind, on furveying the materials I'had colleed with
regard to their principal colony in 8t. Domingo;
not doubting, as the fortune of war had placed
under the Britifh dominion all or moft of the other
French iflands, that I fhould eafily procure fuch
particulars of the condition, population, and culture
of each, as would enable me to complete my defign,
with credit to myfelf, and fatisfa@ion to the Publick.
I am forry to obferve, that in this expe&ation I '
b " “have
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have hitherto found myfclf difappointed. The pre-
{fent publication therefore, is confined wholly to
St. Domingo ; concerning which, having perfonally
vifited that unhappy country {oon after the revolt
of the negroes in 1791, and formed connexions
there, which have {upplied me with regular com-
munications ever fince, I poffefs a mafs of evidence,
and iinportant documents. My motives for going
thither, are of little confequence to the Publick ; but
the circumftances which occafioned the voyage, the
reception I met with, and the fituation in which
I found the wretched Inhabitants, cannot fail of
being interefting to the reader;. and I flatter myfelf
that a fhort account of thofe particulars, while it
confers fome degree of authenticity en my labours,
will not be thought an improper Introduction to
my book.

In the month of September 1791, when I was at
8panith Town in Jamaica, two French Gentlemen
were introduced to me, who were juft arrived from
St. Domingo, with information that the negro flaves
belonging to the French part of that ifland, to the
number, as was believed, of 100,000 and upwards,

had
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had revolted, and were {preading death and delo-
lation over the whole of the northern province.
They reported that the governor-general, confider ng
the fituation of the colony as a common caufe among
the white inhabitants of all nations in the Weft Indies,
had difpatched commiffioners to the neighbouring
iflands, as well as to the States of North America,
to requeft immediate affiftance of troops, arms,
ammunition, and provifions; and that themielves
were deputed on the fame errand to the Government
at Jamaica: I was accordingly defired to prefent
them to the Farl of Effingham, the commander in
chicf.  Although the difpatches with which thefe
gentlemen were furnithed, were certainly a very fuf-
ficient introdu&ion to his lordfhip, I did not he-
fitate to comply with their requeft; and it is {carce-
ly neceffary to obferve, that the liberal and enlarged
mind which animated every part of Lord Effing-
ham’s condu@, needed no folicitation, in a cafe of
- beneficence and humanity. Superior to national
prejudice, he felt, as a man and a chriftian ought to
fecl, for the calamitics of fellow men; and he faw,
in its full extent, the danger to which every ifland
in the Weft Indies would be expofed from fuch an

b2 example,
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