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OO N after my arrival in the Wefl-

Indses, I conceived the defign of writing
a poem on the cultivation of the Sugar-cane.
My inducements to this arduoug undertakmg
were, not only the importance and novelty
of the fubjeét, but more efpecially this con-
fideration ; that, as the face of this country
was wholly different from that.of Euroge, fo
whatever hand copied its appearances, how-
ever rude, could not fail to enrich poetry
with many new and pi€turefque images.

I canyor, indeed, fay I have fatisfied
my own ideas in this particular : yet I muit
be permitted to recommend ‘the precepts
contained in this Poem. They are the
children of Truth, not of Genius; the re=
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fult of Experience, not the produ&ions of
Fancy. Thus, though I may not be able
to pleafe, I fhall ftand fome chance of in-
ftruting the Reader; which, as it is the
nobler end of all poetry, fo fhould it be the
principal aim of every writer who withes to
be thought a good man.

Ir muft, however, be obferved, that,
though the general precepts are fuited to
every climate, where the Cane will grow;
yet, the more minute rules are chiefly drawn
from the pra&tice of St. Chriftopher. Some
feleGion was neceffary ; and I could adopt
no modes of planting, with fach propriety,
as thofe I had feen pralifed in that ifland,
where it has been my good fortune chiefly
to refide fince' I came to the Weft-Indies.

I nave often been aftonifhed, that fo
little has been publifhed on the cultivation
of the Sugar-cane, while the pres has
groaned under folios on every other branch
of rural ceconomy. It were unjuft to fup-
pofe planters were not folicitous for the im-

; provement
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provement of their art, and injurious to
affert they were incapable of obliging man-
kind with their improvements.

AxD yet, except fome fcattered hints in
Pere Labat, and other French travellers in
America ; an Effay, by Colonel Martyn of
Antigua, is the only piece on planterfhip I
‘have feen deferving a perufal. That gen-
tleman’s pamphlet is, indeed, an excellent

performance ; and to it I own myfelf in-
debted,

It muft be confefled, that terms of art
look aukward in poetry ; yet didafic com-
pofitions cannot wholly difpenfe with them.
Accordingly we find that Hefiod and Virgil,
among the ancients, “with Philips and Dyer,
(not to mention fome other roETs now
living in our own Country); have been
obliged to infert them in their poems.
Their example is a fufficient apolegy for

me, for in their fleps I fhall always be proud
to tread.

Vos
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Vos fequor, O Graie gentis decus, inque vefiris
nune

Fixa pedum pono preffis vefligia fignas ;

Non ita certands cupidus, quam gropter amorenm,

Quod vos tmitar: aveo.

Yet like them tdo, I have generally pre-
ferred the way of defcription, wherever
that could be done without hurting the
fubjett.

Sucu words as are not common 1in
Europe, I have briefly explained: becaufe
an obfcure poem affords both lefs plea-
fure and profit to the reader. — For the
fame reafon, fome notes have been added,
which, it is prefumed, will not be difa-
greeable to thofe who have never been in
the Weft-Indies, '

In a Welt-India georgic, the mention
of many indigenous remedies, as well as
difeafcs, was unavoidable. The truth is,

I have
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I have rather courted opportunities of
this nature, than avoided, them. Medi-
cines of fuch amazing efficacy, as I have
~had occafion to make trials of in thefe
iflands, deferve to be univerfally known.
And wherever, in the following poem, I
recommend any fuch, I beg leave to be

underftood as a phyfician, and not as a
poet.

Baffeterre, Fan. 1763.
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Subjeét propofed. Invocation and addrefs. What foils
the Cane grows beft in. The grey light earth. Praife
of St. Chrifiopher. The red brick mould. Praife of
Famaica, and of Chriftopher Columbus. The black
Joil mixed with clay and gravel. Praife of Barbadoes,
Nevis, and Mountferrat. Compofts may improve other
Joils.  Advantages and difadvantages of a level plan-
tation. Of a mountain-eftate. Of a midland one.
Advantages of proper cultivation. Of fallowing. OF
compoft. Of leaving the Woura, and penning cattle
on the diftant Cane-pieces. Whether yams improve the
Joil.  Whether dung fhould be buried in each hole, or
Jeattered over the piece. Cane-lands may be holed at
any time. The vidges fhould be open to the trade-wind,
The beauty of holing regularly by a line. Alternate
holing, and the wheel-plough recommended to irial.
When to plant. Wet weather the beft. Rain often
falls in the Weft-Indies, almoﬂ without any- previous
fegns.  The figns of rainy weather. Of fogs round
‘the high mountains. Planting defcribed, Begin to
plant mountain-land in Fuly ; the low ground in No-
vember, and the fubfequent months, &l May. The
advantage of changing tops in planting, Whether the
Moon has any anfluence over the Cane-plant. What
quantity qf mountain and of low Cane-land may be
annually p[anted The laft Cane-piece fhould be cut off
before the end of Fuly. Of hedges, OF fione in-
clofures. Myrtle hedges recommended. Whether trees
breed the blaft. The charaller of a good planter. Of
weeding. Of moulding. Of firipping.
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FHOKHHAT foil the Cane affelis; what care
w ¥ demands;
7K Beneath what figns to plant; what ills
2 KK await ;
How the hot netar beft to chryftallize ;
. And Afric’s fable progeny to treat:
- A Mufe, that long hath wander’d in the groves 5
Of myrtle-indolence, attempts to fing.

Seirit of Infpiration, that did’ft lead
Th® Afcrean Poet to the facred Mount,
And taught'ft him all the precepts of the fwain,
Defcend from Heav'n, and guide my trembling
fteps 10
B Ta
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To Fame’s eternal Dome, where Maro reigns ;
Where paftoral Dyer, where Pomona’s Bard,
And Smart and Sommerville, in varying ftrains,
Their {ylyan lore convey : O may I join

This choral band, and from their precepts learn 15
To deck mytheme, which though to fong unknown,
Is moft momentous to my Country’s weal !

So fhall my numbers win the Public ear;
And net difpleafe Aurelius; him, to whom
Imperial George, the monarch of the main, 20
Hath given to wield the {cepter of thofe ifles,
Where firft the Mufe beheld the {piry Cane,
Supreme of plants, rich fubjeft of my fong.

WHERE-E'ER

Wer 22, the {piry Cane,] The botanic name of the Cane is
Saecharum. The Greeks and Romans feem to have known very
litde of this moft ufeful and beautiful plant. Lucan and Plin
are the only Authors among the former who mention it; and,
fo far as I can find, Arrian is the only Greek. The firft of thefe
Whriters, in enumerating Pompey’s Eaftern auxiliaries, defcribes 2
nation who made ufe of the Cane-juice as a drink :

. Dulces bibebant ex arundine faccos.

The induftrious Naturalift fays. © Saccharum et Arabia fert,
= fed Jaudatius India ;* and the Greek Hiftorian, in hiswepirious
of the Red-fea, tells us of a neighbouring nation who drank it alfo;
his words are, (A TO RGALLLIVOY To AEYIAIYOY Tl APl
"The Cane, however, as it was a native of the Eaft, {o has it been
robably cultivated there time immemorial. The raw juice was
oubtlefs firlt made ufe of ; they afterwards boiled it into’a fyrup;
and, in procefs of time, an inebriated fpirit was prepared there-
from by fermentation. This conjefture is confirmed by the etg-
mology, for the Arabic word *} 5[ is evidently derived from the
Hebrew ") )%, which fignifies'an * intoxicating liquor.” When
‘the Indians began to make the Cane-juice into fugar, I cannot dif~
cover:
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Whaere-£’er the clouds relent in frequent rains,
And the Sun fiercely darts his Tropic beam, 5
The Cane will joint, ungenial tho’ the foil,

But would’ft thou fee huge cafks, in order due,
Roll’'d

cover: probably, it foon found its way into Europe in that form,
firlt by the Red-fea, and afterwards through Perfia, by the Black-
f2 and Capian; but the plant itfelf was not known to Europe, till
. the Arabjans introduced it into the fouthern parts of Spain, Sicily,
znd thofe provinces of France which border-on the Pyrenean moun-
tains. It was alfo fuccefsfully cultivated in Egypt, and in many
Places on the Barbary-coaft.” From the Mediterranean, the Spa-
niards and Portugnefe tranfported the Cane to the Azores, the
Madeiras, the Canary and Cape-Verd iffands, foon after they had
been difcavered in the fifteent century : And, in moft of thc['g,
particularly Madeiva, it throve exceedingly. Whether the Cane is
a native of either the Great or Lefs Anziﬂes cannot now be deter-
mined; for their difcoverers were fo wholly employed in fearch- *
ing afer imagina.ry gold-mines, that they. took lictle or no notice
of the natural produétions. Indeed the wars, wherein they wan-
tonly engaged themfelves with the natives, was another hinderance
“to phylical inveftigation. But whether the Cane was a produttion
of the Wcfi-indies or mot, it is probable, the Spaniards and
Portuguele did not begin to cultivate it either there or in South
America (where it certainly was found), till fome years after theie
diftovery. It is alfo equally uncertain whether Sugar was firlk
made in the Hlands or on the Continent, and whether the Spa-
niards or Portuguefe were the firlk planters in the new world :
it is indeed moft likely that the latter ereted the firft fugar-
works in Brazil, as they are more lively and enterprizing than the
Spaniards. However iey had not long the ftart of the latter ;
f?l"v n 1506, Ferdinand che Catholic ordered the Cane to be car-
ried from the Canaries to St Domingo, in which ifland one
Pedro de Atenca foon after built an Ingenio de acucar,” for
fo the Spaniards call a Sugar-work. But, though they began thus
carly to turn their thoughts to fugar, the Portuguefe. far out-
{trigped them in that trade; for Lilbon foon fupplied moft of
Europe with that commodity ; and, notwithftanding the Englifh
then paid the Portuguefe "at the rate of 4l. per C. wt. for
muleovado, yet that price, great s it may now appear, was pro-
bably much’lefs than what the Sugzr from the Eaft-Indies had
commonly been fold for, Indeed, {o intent was the Crown of
Portugal ‘on extending their Brazil-trade, that that of the Eaft-
Indies bezan to be negledted, and {oon after fuffered a manifelt

2 decay,
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Roll'd numerous on the Bay, all fully fraught
With {trong-grain’d muifcovado, filvery-grey,
Joy of the planter; and if happy Fate 3o
Permit a choice ; avoid the rocky flope,
The clay-cold bottom, and the fandy beach.
But let thy biting ax, with ceafelefs flroke,
The wild red cedar, the tough locuft fell;

: Nor

decay, However, their fugar-made them ample amends, in which
trade they continued almoft without a rival for upwards of a
century. At laft the Dutch, in 1623, drove the Portuguele out
of all the northern part of Brazil ; and, during th: one and twenty
years they kept that conqueft, thofe induftrious republicans
learned che art of making fugar. This probably infiired the
Englifh with a defire of coming in for a fhare of che fugar-trade ;
accordingly they, renouncing their chimerical (earch after gold
mines in Florida” and Guiana, fertled themielves foon after at the
mouth of the river Surinam, where they cultivated the Cane with
iuch uccefs, that when the colony was ceded to the Ducch, by the
treaty of Breda, it maintained not lefs than 40,000 Whites, half
that number of flaves, and employed, one year with ancther,
15,0c0 ton of fhipping. This ceflion was a” fevere blew to the
Englih-trade, which it did not recover for feveral years, though
may of the Surinam Planters carried their art and Negroes to ths
Leeward Mlands and Jamaica, which then began to be the objet
of politiczl conlideration in England.

Sugar is twice mentioned by Chaucer, who flourilted in the
funsteenth century ; and fucceeding poets, down to the middle of
the left, ufe the épithet Sugar'd, whenever they would exprels any.
thing uncommonly pleafing : Since that time, the more elegant
writers {eidom admit of that adjective in a metaphorical f{enfe;
but herein perhaps they are affeétedly (queamifh.

Ver. 29. Mufcovado,] The Can:-juice being brought to the
confiftence of {yrup, 2nd by fubfequent colion, gramulated, is
then called Mufcovado (a Spunifh word probably, though not to
be found in Pineda) vulgarly brown fbgar; the French term it
* fucre bruw.”

Ver, 34. wild red Cedar.] There are two {pecies of Cedar com-
monly to be met with in the Weft-Indies, the white and red,
which differ from the cedars cultivated in the Bermudas :- both
are lofiy, fbady and of quick growth, The white fucceds in any

feul,
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Nor let his neftar, nor his filken pods, 35

The fweet-finell’d caffia, or vaft ceiba fave.

Yet fpare the guava, yet the guaiac fpare ;

A wholefome food the ripened guava yields,

Boalt of the houfewife ; while the guaiac grows
A fovereign

foil, and produces a flour which, infufed like tea, is ufeful
againft fith-poifon. The red requires a better mould, and always
emits a difagreeable fimell before rain. The wood of both are
highly uféfal for many mechanical purpofes, and but too litde
planted, ;

Ver. 34. Locuft,] This is alfo a lofiy tree. Tt is of guick
growth and handfome, and produces a fiuit not difagreeable, in a
flat pod or Legumen, about three inches long. Itis a ferviceable
wood. In botanical books, I find three different names for
the locuft-tree ; that meant here is * Siliqua edulis.”

Ver. 26. or valt ceiba fave.] Canoes have been feooped out of
this tree, capable of holding upwards &f a hundred people; and
many hundreds, as authors relate, have been at once lheitered by
its fhades. Its pods contain a very foft fhort cotton, like filik:
hence the Englifh call the tree the Silk-cotton-tree; and the
Spaniards name its cotton * Lana de Ceiba,” It has been wrought
into ftockings; but its commoneft ufe is to ftuff pillows and
mattrafles. It might be made an article of commerce, as the
tree grows without trouble, and is yearly covered with -pods,
An infufion of the leaves is a gentle diaphoretic, and much re-
commended in the fmall-pox. © The botanical name of the
ceiba is Bombax; and the French eall it Fomager., ‘There are
two fpecies; the ftem of the one being prickly, and that of the
other {mooth,

Ver. 37. Yet fpare the guava,] The Spaniards call this tree
Guayava. It bears a fiuit as large, and ufp much the fame fhape
as a golden pippen. This is of three fpecies, the yellow, the
amazon, and the white; the laft is moft delicate, but “the fecond
fort the largeft: all are equally wholefome, when ftewed or made
into jelly, or marmalade. \Vﬂen raw, ‘they are fuppofed to ge-
nerate worms, Strangers do not always, at firlt, like their Aa-
vour, which is peculiarly ftrong. This, however, goes off by
ule, and they become exceedingly agreeable. Acoffa fays the
Peruvian guivas furpals thofe of any other part of Ame;ca-

B 3 'n¢
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A fovereign antidote, in wood, bark, gum, 40
To caufe the lame his ufelefls crutch forego,
And dry the fources of corrupted love.
Nor let thy bright impatient flames deftroy
The golden fhaddoc, the forbidden fruit,
The white acajou, and rich fabbaca: 45
For,

The bark of the tree is an aftringent, and tanns leather as well
as that of oak. The French call the tree Goyavier.

Ver. 37.— yet the guaiac {pare;] The lignum-vite, or pock-
wood-tree. The virtues of every part of this truly medical tree
are too well known to be enumerated here. The hardnefs and
incorrufptibil':ty of its timber make abundant amends for the great
flowne(s of its growth, for of it are formed the beft pofts for
houfts againft hurricanes, and it is no lefs ulefully employed in
building wind-mills and cattle-mills.

Ver. 44. The golden fhaddoc.] This is the largelt and fineft
of orange. It is not a native of America, but was brought to the
iflands, from the Eaft-Indies, by an Englithman, whofe name it.
bears. 1t is of three kinds, the fweet, the four, and the bitter;
the juice of all of them js v holefome, and the rind medical. In
flavour and wholefomeneis, the fweet fhaddoc excels the other two,

“znd indeed every other kind of orange, except the forbidden fruit,
and it fearce yields to any known fruit in the four quarters of the
world,

Ver. 45. fabbaca:] This is the Indian name of the avocato,
avgeado, avigato, or, as the Englifh corruptly” call it, alligator-
peer. The Spaniards in’ South-America pame it Aguacate, and
under that name itis deferibed by Ulloa. However, in Peru and
Mexico, it is better known by the appellation of Palta or Palto.
1t is a fightly tree, of two fpecies; the on: bearing a green fiuir,
which is the moft delicate, and the other a red, which is lefs
efteemed, and grows chiefly in Mexico. When ripe, the [kin

cels eafily off, and difcovers a butyraceous, or rather a marrowg

fiise {ubffance, with greenith veins interfperfed. Being eat wit
fzle and pepper, or (ugar and lime-juice, it is not only agreeable,
but highly nourithing; hence Sir Hans Sloane ufed to ftyle it
Vegetable marrow. The fruit is of the fize and fhape of the pear
named Lady's-thighs, and contains a larg: ftone, from whence the
tree is prOPagatC'E Thefe trees bear fruit but once a year. Few
frangers
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For, where thefe trees their leafy banners raife
Aloft in air, a grey deep earth abounds,

Fat, light; yet, when it feels the wounding hoe,
Rifing in clods, which ripening funs and rain
Refolve to crumbles, yet not pulverize : 50
In this the foul of vegetation wakes,

Pleas’d at the planter’s call, to burlt on day.

Tarice happy he, towhom fuch fields are given!
For him the Cane with little labour grows ;
“Spite of the dog-ftar, fhoots long yellow joints ; 55
Concofts rich juice, tho’ deluges defcend. :
What if an after-offspring it rejett ?
This land, for many a crop, will feed his mills;
Difdain fupplies, nor afk from compoft aid.

Sucwn, green St. Chriftopher, thy happy foil ! 6o
Not Grecian Tempé, where Arcadian Pan,
Knit

frangers care forit; but, by ufe, foon become fond of it. The
juice of the kernel marks linen with a violet-colour. Its wood is
{oft and confequently of little ufe. The French call it “ Bois &’

* anife,” and the ‘tree Avocat : the botanical name is Per-
ca, -

. ver. 6o. green St. Chriftopher,] This beautiful and fertile
ifland, and which, in Shakefpear’s words, may juftly be ftiled

A precious ftone fet in a flver fea,

lies in feventeenth degree N.L. It was difcovered by the great
Chriftopher Columbus, in his fecond voyage, 1493, who was fo
plealed with its appearance, that he honotred it with his Chriftian-
name. Though others pretend, that appellation was given it
from an imaginary refemblance between a high mountain in
its centre, now ca.l.[ved Mount Mifery, to the fabulous legend of
the Devils carrying St Chriftopher on his fhoulders. Bubt,

C
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Knit with the Graces, tun’d his {ylvan pipe,
While mute Attention hufh’d each charmed rill ;
Not

be this as it will, the Spaniards foon after fettled it, and lived
in tolerable harmony with the natives for many years; and,
as their fleets commonly called in there to and from America for
rovifion and water, the fettlers, no doubt, reaped fome advantage
tom their fitnation. By Templeman’s Survey, it contains eighty
fquare miles, and is about feventy miles in circumference. 1t
is of an irregular oblong figure, and has a chain of mountains,
that run South and North almoft from one end to the other,
formerly covered with wood, but now the Cane-plantations reach
nearly to their fummits, and extend all the way, down their eafy
declining fides, to the fea. From thefe mountains fome rivers
take their rife, which never dry up; and there are many others
which, after rain, run into the fea, but which, at other times,
are loft before they reach it. Hence, as this ifland confifts of
mountain-land and valley, it muft always make 2 midling erop;
for when the low grounds fail, the up-lands fupply that defi-
ciency ; and, when the mountain canes are lodged "(or become
watery from too much rain) thofe in the plains yield fur-
prilingly. Norare the plantations here only feafonable, their
Sugar lells for more than the Sugar of any other of his Ma-
jefty’s iflands; as their produce cannot be refined to the befk
. advantage, without a mixture of St. Kitt's mufcovado. In the
barren patt of the ifland, which runs out towards Nevis, are
feveral ponds, which in dry weather chryftallize into good
falt ; and below Mount Mifery is a fmall Solfaterre and collec-
tion of frefh water, where fugitive Negroes ofien take fhelter,
and elcape their purfuers. Not far below is a large plain which
affords good pafture, water, and wood; and, if the approaches
thereto were fordified, which might be done at a moderate ex-
pence, it would be rendered. inacceffible. The Englith, repul(~
ing the few natives and Spaniards, who oppoled them. began to
plant tobacco here A. D. 1623. Two years after, the French
Janded in St. Chriftopher on the fame day that the Englifh-
fettlers received 2 confiderable reinforcement from their mo-
ther-country; and the chiefs of both nations, being men of
found policy, entered into an. agreement to divide the ifland be-
tween them: The French retaining both extremities, and the
Englilh poflefling themfelves of the middle parts of the ifland.
Some time after both nations erected fugar-works, but there were
more tobacco, indigo, coffee, and cotton-plantations, than Sugar
ones, as thefe require a much greater fund to carry them on,
than thofe other. All the planters, however, lived eafy in their
circum{tances ;
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Not purple Enna, whofe irriguous lap,

Strow’d with each fruit of tafte, each flower of
{mell, 65

5
Sicilian Proferpine, delighted, fought ;

Can vie, bleft Ifle, with thee,.—Tho’ no {oft found
Of paftoral ftop thine echoes e’er awak’d ;

Nor raptured poet, loft in holy trance,

Thy Streams arrefted with enchanting {ong : 70
Yet virgins, far more beautiful than fhe

Whom Fluto ravifh’d, and more chafte, are thine
Yet probity, from principle, not fear,

circumftances ; for, though the Spaniards, who could not bear
to be ipectators of their thriving condition, did repo.iefs them-
feives of the ifland, yet they were foon obliged to retire, and
the calony fucceeded better than ever. One reafon for this was,
that it had been agreed between the two nations, that they
fhould here remain neutral, whatever wars their mother-coun-
trics might wage again{t each other in Europe. This was a wile
regulation for an infunt fettlement; but, when King James ab-
diceted the Britith throne, the French {uddenly rofe, and drove
out the unprepared Englith by force of arms. The French
colonilts of St. Chriftopher had fcon reafon, however, to re-
pent their impolitic breach of faith; for the expelled planters,
being affifted by their countrymen from the neigibouring ifles,
and dupported by a formidable fleet, foon recovered, not only
their lott plantations, but obliged the French totally to abandon
the ifland.  After the wreaty of Rylwick, indecd, fome few of
tho.c among them, who had not obained fettlements in Mar-
tinico and Hif;anicla, returned to St. Chriftopher: But the
“war of the partition foon after breaking out, they were finally
expelled, and the whole ifland was ceded in Sovereignty to the
crown of Great-Britain, by the treaty of Utrecht, ~Since that
time, St. Chriftopher has gradually 1mproved, and it 1s now at
the heighth of perfection. The Indian name of St. Chriftopher is
Liarniga, or the Fertile Ifland.

Ver. 71. yet virgins, far more beautiful] The inhabitants of
St. Chriftopher lock whiter, are lefs fallow, and enjoy finer
corsnl-plcxuns than any of the dwellers on the other iflands,
—S8loane.

Attuates
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Acétuates thy fons, bold, hofpitable, free:

Yet a fertility, unknown of old, 75
To other climes deny’'d, adorns thy hills ;

Thy vales, thy dells adorns,—O might my frain]
As far tranfcend the immortal fongs of Greece,
As thou the partial fubje of their praife !

Thy fame fhould float familiar thro’ the world ; 8o
Each plant fhould own thy Cane her lawful lord ;
Nor fhould old Time, fong ftops the flight of Time,
Obfcure thy luftre with his fhadowy wing.

Scarce lefs impregnated, with every power
Of vegetation, is the red brick-mould, 83
That lies on marly beds. — The renter, this
Can fcarce exhault; how happy for the heir!

Sucn the glad foil, from whence Jamaica’s fons
Derive their opulence : thrice fertile land,
s« The pride, the glory of the {ea-girt iiles, go
¢ Which, like to rich and various gems, inlay
¢ The unadorned bofom of the deep,”
‘Which firft Columbus’ daring keel explord.

Daveurers of Heaven, with reverential awe,
Paufe at that god-like name ; for not your flights g5
Of happieft fancy, can outfoar his fame.

Corumsus, boaft of fcience, boaft of man!
Yet, by the great, the learned, and the wife,
Long held a vifionary ; who, like thee,

Could
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Could brook their {corn; wait feven long years at
court, , 100
A felfifh, fullen, dilatory court;
Yet never from thy purpos’d plan decline ?
No God, no Hero, of poetic times,
In Truth’s fair annals, may compare with thee!
Each paffion, weaknels of mankind, thou
knew’{t, 105
Thine own concealing ; firmeft bafe of power :
Rich in expedients ; what moft adverfe feem’d,
And leaft expetted, moft advanc’d thine aim.
What ftorms, what monfters, what new forms of
death, ;
In a vaft ocean, never cut by keel. 110
And where the magnet firft its aid declin’d
! Alone,

Ver. 1171. and where the magnet] The declenfion of the
needle was difcovered, A. D. 1492, b{ Columbus, in his firft
voyage to America; and would have been highly alarming to
any, but one of his undaunted and philofophical turn of
mind.

This century will always make a diftinguithed figure in the
hiftory of Lherl{uman mind ; for, during that period, printing was
invented, Greek-learning took refuge mn Italy, the Reformation
began, and America was difcovered.

The ifland. of JTamaica was beftowed on Columbus, as fome
compenfation for his difcovery of the new world; accordingly his
fon James fettled, and planted it, early [A. D. 1309] the follow-
ing century. What improvements the Spaniards made therein
is no where mentioned; but, had their induftry been equal to
their opfgormnity, their improvements would have been confide-
rable; for they continued in the undifturbed poffeffion of it
till the year 1596, when Sir Anthony Shirley, with a fingle man
of war, took and plundered St. Jago dela Vega, which then con-
fifted of 2000 houfes. In the year 1635, St. Jago de la Vega
was a fecond time plundered by 500 Englifh from the Leeward
Iflands, though that capital, and the fort, (which they alfo
took) were defended by four times their number of Spansa(r)ds.

ne
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Alone, unterrified, did®t thou not view?

Wife Legiflator, had the Iberian King :

Thy plan adopted, murder had not drench’d

In blood vaft kingdoms; nor had hell-born
Zeal, 115

And hell-born Avarice, his arms difgrac’d.

Yet, for a world, difcover’d and {ubdu’d,

What meed had’ft thou ? With toil, difeafe,
worn out,

Thine age was fpent folliciting the Prince,

To whom thou gav’ft the fceptre of that world 120

Yet, blefled {pirit, where inthron’d thou fit'ft,

Chief ’mid the friends of man, repine not thou:

Dear to the Nine, thy glory fhall remain

‘While winged Commerce either ocean ploughs ;

While its lov’d pole the magnet coyly fhuns; 125

While weeps the guaiac, and while joints the
Cane.

Suarr the Mufe celebrate the dark deep mould,
With clay or gravel mix’d P—This foil the Cane,
With partial fondnefs, loves ; and oft furveys
Its progeny with wonder,—Such rich veins 1 30

One and twenty years afterwards, the whole ifland was reduced
the forces fent thither by Oliver Cromwell, and has ever fince
belonged to England. It is by far the largeft ifland poffe(fed by
the Englifh in the Weft-Indies. Sir Thomas Modyford, 2 rich
and eminent planter of Barbadoes, removed to Jamaica A.D.
1660, to the great advantage of that ifland, for he inftructed the
young Englith fettlers to cultivate the Sugar-cane; for which,
and other great improvements which he then made them ac-
guainted with, King Charles, three years afterwards, appointed
im Governor thereof, in which honourable employment he
continued till the year 1699.

Are
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Are plenteous fcatter’d o’er the Sugar-ifles :
But chief that land, to which the bearded fig,

Ver. 132. the bearded Fig,] Thiswonderful tree, by the Indians
called the * Bannjon-tree;" and by the batanifts * Ficus Indica,” -
or * Bengalienfis,” is exa@lly deferibed by Q. Curtius, and beau-
tifully by Milton in the following lines :

The Fig-tree, not that kind renown'd for fruit,
But fuch a5 at this day to Indians known,

In Malabar and Decan fpreads her arms;
Branching fo broad and long, that in the ground,
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow
About the mother-tree, a pillar'd fha o

High over-arch'd, and echoing walks between,
"There oft the Indian herd(man, fhunning heat,
Shelters in cool, and tends his pafturing herds

At Loop-holes cut throngh ‘thickeft fhade,~——

‘What year the Spaniards firft difcovered Barbadoes is not cer-
tainly known ; this iowever is certain, that they never feitled there
but only made ufe of it as a ftock-tfland in their voyages from
South-America, and the Hlands; accordingly we are “told, when
the Englilh firft Janded there, which was about the end of the
fixteenth or beginning of the feventeenth century, they found in
it an excellent “breed” of wild hogs, but no inHabitants. In the
year 1627, Barbadoes, with moft of the other Caribbee-iflands,
were granted by Charles I. to the Earl of Carlifle, that noble-
man agreeing to pay the Earl of Marlborough, and his heirs,
# perpetual annuity ‘of 3001, per annum, for waving his claim
to Barbadoes, which he had obtained, by patent, in the preceding
reign,  The adventorers, to whom that nobleman parceiled out
this ifland, at firft cultivated tobacco ; but, that not turning out
to_their advantage, they applied, with better fuccefs, to cotton,
indigo, and ginger. At lPaﬂ:, fome cavaliers of good fortune
tranfporting themflves thither, and introducing the Sugar-cane

D. 1647] probably from Brazil, in ten years time the ifland
was peopled with upwards of 30,000 Whites, and twice that num-
ber of Negroes, and fone yearly very confiderable quantities of
fugar to the mother-country. At the Igreﬁcration, King Charles 11,
bought off the claim of the Carlifle-family ; and, in confideration
of its then becoming a royal inftead of a proprietary government,
the planters gave the Crown 4 and 1-2 per cent. on thejr fugars;
which duty “fill continues, although' the ifland is faid to be
lels able to pay it now than it was-a hundred years ago. It

i;s upwards of 20 miles long, and in fome plices almoft 14
road, :

(] Prince
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Prince of the foreft, gave Barbadoes name ;

Chief Nevis, juftly, for its hot baths fam’d:

And breezy Mountferrat, whofe wonderous
fprings 135

Change, like Medufa’s head, whate'er they touch,

To ftony hardnefs ; boaft this fertile glebe.

Ver. 134. Chief Nevis,] 'This ifland which does not contain
many fewer {quare miles than St. Chriftopher, is more rocky,
and almoft of a circular figure, Itis feparated from that ifland
by a channel not above one mile and an half over, and lies to
windward. Its warm bath poffeffes all the medical properties of
the hot well at Briftol, and its water, being properly bottled,
keeps as well at fea, and s no lefs agreeable to the palate. It
was for many years the capital of the Leeward Ifland govern-
ment; and, at that period, <ontained both more Whites and
Blacks than it does at prefent, often muftering 3000 men. The
Englifh firft fettled there A. D. 1628. Sixty-two years after-
wards, the chieftown was almoft whoily deftroyed by an earth-
muzke ; and, 1706, the planters were well-nigh rumed by the
French, who carried off their flaves contrary to capitnlation. It
gonft have been difcovered in Columbus’s {econd voyage, A. D.

1493.

Ver. 13¢. And breezy Mountferrat,] This ifland, which lies
zbout 30 miles to the fouth-weft of Amig_ua, is not lefs famous for |
folfaterre (or voleano), and hot perrifying fpring, than for the
goodnefs of its fugars. Being almoft circular in its fhape, it
cannot contain much lefs land than either Nevis or St. Chril~
topher. Tt is natorally ftrong, fo that when the French made
defcents thereon, in K. Willizm’s and Q. Anne’s time, they
were always repulfed with confiderable lofs. It was fettled by
that great adventurer Sir Thomas Warner, A. D. 1632, who
fent thither fome of his people from St. Chriftopher, for thar
purpofe. In the Beginning of the reign of Charles IL the
French took it, but it was reftored, A. D. 1667, by the treaty -
of Breda. In this ifland, the Roman-catholics, who behaved
well when our enemies attempted to conguer it, have many
‘privileges, and of courfe are more numerous there, than in any
other “of the Englilh Carribbee Iflands. Its capital is called |
Plymouth, Columbus difcovered it in his fecond voyage.

Tuo' §
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Tuo’ fuch the foils the Antillean Cane
Supremely loves ; yet other {oils abound,
Which art may tutor to obtain its fmile. 140
Say, fhall the experienc’d Mufe that art recite P
How fand will fertilize ftiff barren clay ?
How clay unites the light, the porous mould,
Sport of each breeze ? And how the torpid nymph
Of the rank pool, fo noifome to the fmell, 145
May be folicited, by wily ways, 1
To draw her humid train, and, prattling, run
Down the reviving flopes? Or fhall the fay
‘What glebes ungrateful to each other art,
Their genial treafures ope to fire alone ? 150
Record the different compofts ; which the cold
To plaftic gladnefs warm ? The torrid, which
By foothing coolnefs win? The fharp faline,
Which beft fubdue ? . Which mollify the four ?

To thee, if Fate low level'land affign, 155
Slightly cohering, and of fable hue,
Far from the hill ; be parfimony thine,
For tho’ this year when conftant fhowers defcend ;
The fpeeding gale, thy fturdy numerous ftock,
Scarcely fuffice to grind thy mighty Canes: 160
Yet thou, with rueful eye, for many a year,
_ Shalt view thy plants burnt by the torch of day 3
Hear their parch’d wan blades ruftle in the air;
‘While their black fugars, doughy to the feel,
Will not ev’n pay the labour of thy {fwains, 165

Ok, if the mountain be thy happier lot,
Let prudent forefight ftill thy coffers guard,

2 Tor
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For tho’ the clouds relent in nightly rain,

Tho’ thy rank Canes wave lofty in the gale :

Yet will the arrow, ornament of woe, 170
(Such monarchs oft-times give) their jointing ftint
Yet will winds lodge them, ravening rats deftroy,

Or troops of monkeys thy rich harveft feal,

The earth muft alfo wheel around the fun,

And half perform that circuit ; ere the bill 175.

Mow down thy {ugars: and tho’ all thy mills,

Crackling, o’erflow with a redundant juice ;

Poor taftes the liquor ; coétion long demands,

And higheft temper, ere it faccharize ;

A meagre produce. Such is Virtue's meed, 180

Alas, too.oft in thefle degencrate days.

Thy cattle likewife, as they drag the wain,

Charg'd from the beach; in fpite of whips and
frhoyts,

Will ftop, will pant, will fink beneath the load ;

A better fate deferving,— - 1858

Befides, thy land itfelf is infecure :

Ver. 170. Yet will the arrow,] That part of the Cane which
fboots up into fru&ification, is called by the planzers its Arrow,
having been probably u.ed for that purpofe by the Indians Till
the arrow drops, all additional jointing in the Cane is iuppofed
to be ftopped.

Ver, 179. And higheft temper,]  Shell, or rather marble quick-
lime, is fo called by the planters: Without this, the juice of the
Cane cannot be concreted into figar, at leaft to” advantage.
See Book III. With quick-line the French join afhes asa tem-

per, and this mixture they call Enyvrage. Itis huﬁed the Rea- =

der will pardon the introduétion of the verb Sacc arize, as no
other fo em aazically exprefled the Author’s meaning ; for
fome chemifls define fgar to be a native flt, and others a
ioap,

For
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For oft the glebe, and all its waving load,

‘Will journey, forc’d off by the mining rain ;
And; with its faithlefs burthen, difarrange

Thy neighbour’s vale. So Markley-hill of old, 1go
As fung thy bard, Pomona, (in thefe ifles

Yet unador'd ;) with all its {preading trees,

Full fraught with apples, chang'd its lofty fite.

Bur, as in life, the golden meanis beft;
So happieft he whofe green plantation lies 105
Neor from the hill too far, nor from the fhore.

Pranter, if thou with wonder wouldft furvey‘
Redundant harvefts load thy willing foil ;
Let fun and rain mature thy deep-hoed land,
And old fat dung co-operate with thefe. 200
Be this great truth fill prefent to thy mind ;
The half well-cultur’d far exceeds the whole;
Which luft of gain, uncenicious of its end,
Ungratcful vexes with uncealing toil,

As,not indulg’d, the richeft lands grow poor; 205
And Liamuiga may, in future times,
If too much urg’cf, her barrennefs bewail :
So cultivation, on the fhalloweft {oil,
O’erfpread with rocky cliffs, will bid the Cane,
With fpiry pomp, all-bountifully rife. 210
Thus Britain’s flag, fhould difcipline relent,

‘\;ler. 206y And Liamuiga] The Caribbean name of St Chrif-
tophers

Cgs *Spite
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*Spite of the native courage of her f{ons,

Would to the lily ftrike: ah, very far,

Far be that woeful day : the lily. then :
Will rule wide ocean with refiftlefs fway; 215
And to old Gallia’s haughty fhore tranfport

The leflening crops of thefe delicious ifles.

Or compofts thall the Mufe defcend to fing,
Nor foil her heavenly plumes ? The facred Mufe
“Nought fordid deems, but what is bafe; nought

fair ) 220
Unlefs true Virtue ftamp it with her feal.
Then, Planter, wouldft thou double thine eftate ;
Never, ah never, be atham’d to tread
Thy dung-heaps, where the refufe of thy mills,
With all the afhes, all thy coppers yield, 225
With weeds, mould, dung, and flale, a compoﬁi
form,
Of force to fertilize the pooreft {oil. |
Bur, planter, if thy lands lie far remote
And of accefs are difficult; on thele,
Leave the Cane’s faplefs foilage; and with pens 230
‘Wattled, (like thofe the Mufe hath oft-times feen
When frolic fancy led her youthful fteps,
In green Dorcheftria’s plains), ‘the whole inclofe :
There well thy ftock with provender fupply ; l
The well-fed ftock will foon that food repay. 235

SomE

F
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Some of the fkilful teach, and fome deny,
That yams improve the foil. In meagre lands,
*Tis known the yam will ne’er to bignefs fwell ;
And from each mould the vegetable tribes,

However frugal, nutriment derive : 240
Yet may their fheltering vines, their dropping
leaves,

Their roots dividing the tenacious glebe,
More than refund the fuftenance they draw.

Wixernzr the fattening compoft, in each hole,
*Tis beft to throw ; or, on the furface fpread ; 245
Is undetermin’d : Trials muft decide.

Unlefs kind rains and foftering dews defcend,

To melt the compoft’s fertilizing falts ;

A ftinted plant, deceitful of thy hopes,

Will from thofe beds flow fpring where hot dung
Jigs:: 250

But, if ’tis fcatter’d generoufly o’er all,

The Cane will better bear the {olar blaze ;

Lefs rain demand ; and, by repeated crops,

Thy land improv’d, its gratitude will thow.

Ver. 237. That yams improve the foil.] The botanical name
of this plant is Diofcoria. Its leaves, like thofe of the water-
melon, or gourd, foon mantle over the ground where it is
planied. It takes about eight months to come to perfection,
and then is a wholefome root, either boiled or roafted. They
will fometimes weigh one and a half, or two pounds, but their
common fize is from fix ounces to nine. They cannot be kept |
good above half a year. They are a native of South-America, the
Welt-Indics, and of moft parts of Guinea,

Exouven
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Evovcn of compofts, Mufe, of foils,enough: 255
When beft to dig, and when inhume the Cane;
A tafk how arduous! next demands thy fong.

It not imports beneath what fign thy hoes
‘The deep trough fink, and ridge alternate raife :
__If this from wafhes guard thy gemmy tops; =260
And that arreft the moifture thefe require.

Yet, thould the fite of thine eftate permit,
Let the trade-wind thy ridges ventilate ;
So fhall a greener, loftier Cane arife,
And richeft neétar in thy coppers foam, 263

As art transforms the favage face of things,
And order captivates the harmonious mind ;
Lét not thy Blacks irregularly hoe :
But, aided by th& line, confult the fite :
Of thy demefnes; and beautify the whole, 270
So when a monarch rufhes to the war,
To drive invafion from his frighted realm ;
Some delegated chief the frontier views,
And to each fquadron, and brigade, affigns

" Ver. 26o0. gemmy tops;] ‘The fummit of the Cane being
fmaller-jointed as well as fofer, and confequently having more
gems, from whence the young f{prouts fhoat, is properer for
planting than any other part of it~ From one to four junks, each
about a foot long, are put in every hole. Where too many
junks are planted in one hole, the Canes may be numerous, but
can neither become vigorous, nor yield fuch a quantity of rich
liquor as_they otherwife would. In “cafe the young fhoots do not
appear above ground in four or five wecks, the deficiencies mult
be fupplicd with new tops,

Their
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Their order’d ftation: Soon the tented field 275
Brigade and fquadron, whiten on the fight;
And fill fpe&ators with an aweful joy.

PLANTER, improvement is the child of time;
What your fires knew not, ye their offspring know:
But hath your art receiv’d Perfeflion’s ftamp? 280
Thou can’ft not {ay.—Unprejudic’d, then learn
Of ancient modes to doubt, and new to try:
And if Philofophy, with Wildom, deign
Thee to enlighten with their ufeful lore;

Fair Fame and riches will reward thy toil. 283

Tuex fay, ye fwains, whom wealth and fame
infpire,
Might not the plough, that rolls on rapid wheels,
Save no fmall labour to the hoe-arm’d gang ?
Might not the culture taught the §riti{h hinds,
By Ceres’‘fon, unfailing crops fecure ; 200
Tho’ neither dung nor fallowing lent their aid ?

Tue cultur'd land recals the devious Mufe ;
Propitious to the planter be the call :
For much, my friend, it thee imports to know
The meeteft feafon to commit thy tops, 295
With beft advantage to the well-dug mould. :
The tafk how difficult, to cull the beft
From thwarting fentiments ; and beft adorn

Ver. 290. By Ceres’ fon,] Jethro Tull, Efg; the greateft im-
prover in modern hufbandry.
What
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‘What Wifdom chufes, in poetic garb ! i
Yet, Infpiration, come : the theme unfung, 3001;
Whence never poet crop’d one bloomy wreath ; ‘.‘
Its vaft importance to my native land, i
Whofe fweet idea rufhes on my mind,

And makes me *mid this paradife repine:
Urge me to pluck, from Fancy’s foaring wing, gos
A plume to deck experience’ hoary brow. j

Attenp. — The fon of Time and Truth de-
clares ;

Unlefs the low-hung clouds drop fatnels down,
No bunching plants of vivid green will {pring,
In goodly ranks, to fill the planter’s eye. 310
Let then Sagacity, with curious ken,
Remark the various figns of future rain.
The figns of raig, the Mantuan Bard hath fung
In loftieft numbers ; friendly to thy {wains,
Once fertile Italy : but other marks gt5
Portend th’ approaching fhower, in thefe hot climes,

Suorr fudden rains, from Ocean’s ruffled bed,
Driven by fome momentary {qualls, will oft
‘With frequent heavy bubbling drops, down-fall ;
While yet the Sun, in cloudlefs luftre {hines: 320
And draw their humid train o’er half the ifle.
Unhappy he! who journeys then from home,

No fhade to {creen him. His untimely fate
His wife, his babes, his friends, will foon deplore; |
Unlefs hot wines, dry cloaths and friftion’s aid, g2 |
His fleeting fpirits ftay. Yet not even thefe,

Nor:
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Nor all Apollo’s arts, will always bribe

The infidious tyrant death, thrice tyrant here :
Elfe good Amyntor, him the graces lov’d,
Wifdom carefs’d, and Themis call’d her own, ggo0
Had liv’d by all admir’d, had now perus’d

& Thefe lines, with all the malice of a friend.”

Yer future rains the careful may foretel :
Mofquitos, fand-flies, feek the fhelter'd roof,
And with fell rage the ftranger-gueft affail, 335
Nor {pare the fportive child ; from their retreats

Ver. 334. Mofguitos.] "This is 2 Spanith word, fignifying a
Gnat, or Fly. They are very troublefome, ‘efpecially to ftrangers,
whom they bite unmercifully, caufing a yellow-coloured tumour
attended with exceffive itching. Ugly tlcers have often been
oceafioned by fcratching thofe fwel%ings, in perfons of a bad
habit of body. Though natives of the Weft-Indies, they are
not lefs common in the coldeft regions: for Mr. Maupertuis takes
notice how troublefome they were to him .and his attendants on
the fhowy fummit of certain mountains within the ar&ic circle.
They, however, chiefly love fhady, moift, and warm places.
Accordingly they are commoneft to'be met with in the corners of
rooms, towards evening, and before rain. They are fo light,
as not to be felt when they pitch on the fkin ; and, as foon as
they have darted in their. probofcis, fly off, fo that the firft inti-
mation one has of being bit by them, is the itching tamour.
Warm lime-juice is its remedy. The Mofguito makes 2 humming
nvife, efpecially in the night-time.

Ver. 334. fand-flies.] This infet the $paniards call Mofqui-
tilla, being much fmaller than the Molguito. Its bite is like a
fpark of fire, falling on the fkin, which it railes into a fmall
tumour accompanied with itching. But if the I'andyr—ﬂy caules
a fharper and more {udden pain than the Mofquito, yet it is a more
honourable enemry, for remaining upon the {kin after the punc-
ture, it may eafily be killed. Its colour is grey and black,
ftriped. Lemon-juice or firlt runnings cure its bite,

Cockroaches
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Cockroaches crawl difpleafingly abroad :

Thefe, without pity, let thy flaves defiroy ;

(Like Harpies, they defile whate’er they touch
‘While thofe, the {mother of combuftion quells. 340
The fpeckled lizard to its hole retreats, |
And black crabs travel from the mountain down;

They

Ver. 337. Cockroaches crawl] This is a large fpecies of the
chafer, or Scaribzus, and is a2 moft difagreeable as well as def™
trudtive infe€t. "L'here is fearce any thing which it will not de-
vour, and where-ever it has remained for any time, it leaves a
naufeous fmell behind-it. Though better than an inch long,
their thicknefsis no ways correfpendent, fo that they can in-
finnate themielves almoft threugh any crevife, &c. into cabi-
nets, drawers, &c.' The fmell o%ccdar is faid to frighten them
away, but this is a popular miftake, for 1 have often killed them
in preffes of that waod, Thereis a fpecies of Cockroach, which,
on account of a beating noife it makes, more efpecially in the
night, is called the Drummer, Though larger, it is neither
ofg fo burnifhed a colour, nor fo quick in its motion as the com-
mon fort, than which it js alfo 1 frequent, and not fo pernici-
ous; yet both nibble peoples toe-ends, efpecially if not well walhed,
and have fometimes occafioned unealy fores there. They are
natives of a warm climate. The French call them Ravets.

Ver. 341. the fpeckled lizard] This is meant of the g.round-]
lizard, and not of the tree-lizard, which is of a fine green coloul‘s!l
There are many kinds of fground-lizards‘, which, as they are com-
mon in the hot parts of Europe, I fhall not deferibe, All of
them are perfectly innocent. The Caribbeans ufed to eat them ;
they are not inferior to fhakes as a medicated food. Snuf forced
into their mouth foon convulfes them. They change colour
and become torpid; but, in a few hours, recover, T he guana,
or rather Iguana, is the largeft fort of lizard. This, when'
irritated, will fly at cne. It lives mofily upon froit. It has
a faw-like appcarance, which ranges from its head all along its’
back, to its tail. The fefh of it is efteemed a great delicacya
The firft writers on the Lues Venerea, forbid its ufe, to thole
‘who labour under that difeafe. It is a very ngly animal, In’
fome parts of South-America, the alligator is called Iguana, ]

Ver. 342. And black crabs] Black land-crabs are excellent

* eating; but as they fometimes will occafion a moft yiolent Cho-,
ler

{

4
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Thy ducks their feathers prune ; thy doves return,
In faithful flocks, and, on the neighbouring roof,
Perch frequent; where, with pleas'd attention,

they 345
Behold the dcepening congregated clouds,

With fadnefs, blot the azure vault of Heaven.

Now, while the fhower depends, and rattle loud
Your doors and windows, hafte, ye houfewives,
place

Your fpouts and pails; ye negroes, feek the
ifhade, 350

Save thofe who open with the ready hoe
The entiching water-courfe : for, {ee, the drops,
Which fell with flight afperfion, now defcend
In ftreams continuous on the laughing land.
The coyelt Naiads quit their rocky caves,
And, with delight, run brawling to the main;
While thofe, who love ftill vifible to glad
The thirfty plains from never-ceafing urns,
Affume more awful majefty, and pour,

With force refiftlefs, down the channel’d rocks, 360
The rocks, or {plit or hurried from their bafe,

355

lera morbus, (owing, fay planters, to their feeding on_the mahoe-
berry) they fhould ‘never be dreffed till they have fed for fome
weeks in a crab-houfe, after being caught by the Negroes.
‘When they moule, they are moft delicate; and then, it is be-
lieved, never poifon. This however is certain, that at that time
they have no gall, but, in its ftead, the petrifaction called a
Crabs-eye is found. As I have frequently oblerved their gicat
claws (with which they feverely bite the unwary) of very unequal

flzes, ic is probable, thefe regenerate when broke off by accident,
or otherwife,

D With
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‘With trees, are whirl'd impetuous to the fea :
Flu&tuates the foreft; the torn mountains roar:
The main itfelf recoils for many a league,

‘While its green face is chang’d to fordid brown. 365
A grateful frefhnefs every fenfe pervades;

‘While beats the heart with unaccuftom’d joy :
Her ftores fugacious Memory now recals ;

And Fancy prunes her wings for loftieft flights. :
The mute creation fharc the enlivening hour ; 370
Bounds the brifk kid, and wanton plays the lamb.
The drooping plants revive ; ten thoufand blooms,
Which, with their fragrant {cents, perfume the air,
Burft into being ; while the Canes put on

Glad Nature's livelieft robe, the vivid green. 375

Bur chief, let fix'd Attention caft his eye
On the capt mountain, whofe high rocky verge
‘The wild fig canopies, (vaft woodland king,
Beneath thy branching fhade a banner’d hoft
May lie in ambufh !) and whofe fhaggy fides, 380
Trecs fhade, of endlefs green, enormous fize,
Wond’rous in fhape, to botany unknown,
O1d as the deluge. — There, in fecret haunts,
The watery fpirits ope their liquid court;
There, with the wood-nymphs, link’d in feftal
* band, 385
(Soft airs and Phaebus wing them to their arms)
Hold amorous dalliance. Ah, may none profane,
‘With fire, or fteel, their myftic privacy:
For there their fluent offspring firlt fee day,
Coy infants fporting ; filver-footed dew 390
To
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To bathe by night thy {prouts in genial balm ;

The green-ftol’d Naiad of the tinkling rill,

Whofe brow the fern-tree fhades; the power of
rain 1

To glad the thirfty {oil on which, arrang’d,

The gemmy {fummits of the Cane await 395

Thy Negroe-train, (in linen lightly wrapt,)

‘Who now that painted Iris girds the fky.

(Aerial arch, which fancy loves to ftride!)

Difperfe, alljocund, o’er the long-hoed land.

Tue bundles fome untie; thewithered leaves, 400
Others ftrip artful off, and careful lay,
Twice one junk, diftant in the ampleft bed :
O’er thefe, with hafty hoe, fome lightly fpread -
The mounded interval ; and fmooth the trench *
Well-pleas’d, the mafter-fwain reviews their toil;
And rolls, in fancy, many a full-fraught cafk. 406
So, when the fhield was forg’d for Peleus’ {on ;
The {warthy Cyclops thar’d the important tafk :
With bellows, fome reviv'd the {eeds of fire;
Some, gold, and brafs, and fteel together fus’d 410
In the vaft furnace; while a chofen few,

Ver. 393. Whofe brow the fern-tree] This only grows in
mountainous fituations. 1ts ftem fhoots up to a confiderable
height, but it does not divide into branches, till near the fummit,
where it fhoots out horizontally, like an umbrella, into leaves,
which refemble thofe of the common fern. I know of no me-
dical ufes, whereto this fingularly beantiful tree has been applied,
and indeed its wood, being fpongy, js feldom ufed to ceconomical
purpofes. It, however, ferves well enough for building mountain-
huts, and temporary fences for cattle.

D e In



3o THE SUGAR-CANE Bokl

In equal meafures lifting their bare arms,

Inform the mafs ; and hiffing in the wave,
Temper the glowing o1b : their fire beholds,
Amaz’d, the wonders of his fufile art. 415

Wiire Procyon reigns yet fervid in the fky;
While yet the fiery Sun in Leo rides;
And the Sun’s child, the mail’d anana, yields
His regal apple to the ravifh’d tafte ;
And thou green avocato, charm of fenle, 420
Thy ripened marrow liberally beftow’ft ;
Begin the diftant mountain-land to plant :
So fhall thy Canes defy November's cold,
Ungenial to the upland young; fo beft,
Unflinted by the arrow’s deadening power, 423
Long yellow joints fhall flow with generous juice.

 Bur, till the lemon, orange, and thc_,"limc,
Amid their verdant umbrage, countlefs glow
With fragrant fruit of vegetable gold ;

*Till yellow plantanes bend the unftain’d bough 430
With crooked clufters, prodigally full ;
"Till Capricorn command the cloudy fky ;

And moft Aquarius melt in daily fhowers,

Friend to the Cane-ifles ; truft not thou thy tops,

Ver. 418. the mail'd anana,] This is the pine-apple, and needs
no defeription ; the cherimoya, a South-American fruit, is by all,
who have tafted both, allowed to furpafs the pine, and is even
faid to be more wholefome. The botanical name of the pine-
apple is Bromelia. Of the wild pine-apple, or Ananas bravo,
hedges are made in South-America, It produces an inferior fort of
truit,

Thy



BookI, THE SUGAR-CANE. 31

Thy future riches, to the low-land plain: 435
And if kind Heaven, in pity to thy prayers,
Shed genial influence ; as the earth revolves

Her annual circuit, thy rich ripened Canes

Shall load thy waggons, mules, and Negroe-train.

Burt chief thee, Planter, it imports to mark 440
(Whether thou breathe the mountain’s humid air,
Or pant with heat continual on the plain ;)

What months relent, and which from rain are free.

Ix different iflands of the acean-ftream,
Even in the different parts of the fame ifle, 445
The feafons vary ; yet attention foon
Will give thee cach variety to know.
This once obferv’d ; at fuch a time inhume
Thy plants, that, when they joint, (important age,
Like youth juft ftepping into life) the clouds 450
May conftantly bedew them : fo fhall they
Avoid thofe ails, which elfe their manhood kill.

Six times the changeful moon muft blunt-her
horns. ;
And fill with borrowed light her filvery urn;
Ere thy tops, trufted to the mountain-land, 455
Commence their jointing : but four moons fuffice
To bring to puberty the low-land Cane.

Ix plants, in beafts, in man’s imperial race,
An alien mixture meliorates the breed ;
Hence Canes, that fickened dwaifith on the plain,
Will fhoot with giant-vigour on the hill, 461
A Dg Thus
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Thus all depends on all; fo God ordains.

- Then let not man, for little felfifh ends,

{Britain, remember this important truth ;)
Prefume the principle to counteraét 465
Of univer{al love; for God is love,

And wide creation fhares alike his care.

*T1¢ faid by fome, and not unletter’d they,
That chief the Planter, if he wealth defire,
Should note the phafes of the fickle moon. 470
On thee, fweet emprefs of the night, depend
The tides; ftern Neptune pays his court to thee;
The winds, obedient at thy bidding fhift,

And tempefts rife or fall; even lordly man,
Thine energy controls. — Not {o the Cane ; 475
The Cane its independency may boaft,

Tho’ fome lefs noble plants thine influence own.

Or mountain-lands ceconomy permits
A third, in Canes of mighty growth to rife:
But, in the low-land plain, the half will yield 480
Tho’ not {o lofty, yet a richer Cane,
For many a crop; if feafons glad the foil.

WaiLe rolls the Sun from Aries to the Bull,

- And till the Vifgin his hot beams inflame ;

The Cane, with richeft, moft redundant juice, 485
Thy fpacious coppers fills. Then manage {o,

By planting in {ucceflion ; that thy crops

Ver. 482. if feafons glad the foil.] Long-continued and vio=
lent rains are called Seatons, in the Well-Indies,

The
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The wondering daughters of the main may waft
To Britain’s fhore, ere Libra weigh the year :

So fhall thy merchant cheerful credit grant, 490
And well-carn’d opulence thy cares repay.

Tuy fields thus planted ; to {fecure the Canes
From the goat’s baneful tooth ; the churning boar;
From thieves; from fire, or cafual or defign’d
Unfailing herbage to thy toiling herds 495
Would’ft thou afford ; and the {peétators charm
With beauteous profpeéts : let the frequent hedge
Thy green plantation, regular, divide.

Wirn limes, with lemons, let thy fences glow,
Grateful to fenfe ; now children of this clime : 500
And here and there let oranges erelt
Their fhapely beauties, and perfume the fky.
Nor lefs delightful blooms the logwood-hedge,
Whofe wood to coétion yields a precious balm,
Specific in the flux : Endemial ail, 505
Much caufe have I to weep thy fatal fway.—

Ver. 500. now children of this clime:] It is fuppofed that
oranges, lemons, and limes, were introduced into America by the
Spaniards; but I am more inclined to believe they are natural to
the climate. The Spaniards themfelves probably had the two
firft from the Saracens, for the Spanifh noun Naranja, whence
the Englith word Orange, is plainly Avabic,

Ver. go3. the logwood-hedge,] Linnzus’s name for this ufefu]
trec is Hamotoxylon, but it is better known to phyficians by
that of * Lignum campechenfe.” Its virtues, as a medicine,
and properties as an ingredient in dying, need not to be enumerated
in this place. It makes a no lef§ firong than beautiful hedge in
the Welt-Indies, where it rifes to a confiderable height,

But
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But God is juft, and man muft not repine.

Nor fhall the ricinus unnoted pafls:

Yet, if the cholic’s deathful pangs thou dread’ft,
Tatte not its lufcious nut. The acaflee, 510
With which the fons of Jewry, ftiffi-neck’d race,
Conjeéture fays, our God-Meffiah crown’d ;

Soon fhoots a thick impenetrable fence,

Whofe fcent perfumes the night and morning {ky,

Ver. 508. Nor fhall the ricinus] This fhrub is commonly
called the phyfie-nut. It is generally divided into three kinds,
the common, the French, ahd the Spanifth, which differ from
cach other in their leaves and fowers, if not in their fruit or
feeds, The plant from which the caftor-oil is extracted is alfo
called Ricinus, though it has no refemblance to any of the for-
mer, in leaves, flowers, or feeds. In  ome particular they,

agree, viz. in their yielding ' to coffion or exprefion a
purgative or emefic oil. The Spaniards name thefe muts,
* Avellanas purgativas;” hence Ray terms them “ Avellanz
“ purgatrices noviotbis.” By _roafling they are fuppofed to
loie part of their virulency, which is wholly deftro}red, fay
fome people, by taking out a leaf-like fubftance that is to be
found between the lobeor. The nuts exceeds a walnut, or even
an almond, in fweetnels, and yet three or four of them will
operate brifkly both uE and down. The French call this nfeful
fhrub Medegmicr, That fpecies of it which bears red coral-like
flowers is named Bellyach by the Barbadians; and its ripe feeds
ase fuppofed to be fpecific againft meclancholy.

Ver. sto. the acaffee,] Acacia, Thisis a fpecies of thopn :
the juice of the root 1s fuppofed to be poifonous. Its feeds are
contained in a pod or Lignmen. It is of the clafs of the
Syngenefia, No aftringent juice is extratted from ir. fts prio
vial name is Cafhaw. "Tournefort defcribes it in his yoyage to
the Levant. Some call it the Hol Thorn, - and others Sweet
Brier. The half-ripe pod affords 2 firong cement ; and the main
ftem, being wounded, produces a tranfparent gum, like the
Arabic, to which trce this bears a firong refemblance,

The?
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Tho’ baneful be its root. The privet too, 515

Whofe white flowers rival the firft drifts of fnow

On Grampia’s piny hills ; (O might the mufe

Tread, flufh’d with health, the Grampian hills

again !)

Emblem of innocence fhall grace my fong.

Boait of the fhrubby tribe, carnation fair, 520

Nor thou repine, tho’ late the mufe record

Thy bloomy honours. Tipt with burnifh’d gold,

And with imperial purple crefted high,

More gorgeous than the train of Juno’s bird,

Thy bloomy honours oft the curious mufe 525

Hath feen tranfported : feen the humming bird,
Whofe

Ver. g1z, the privet] Liguftrum. This fhrub is fufficiently
known. Iis leaves and Howers make a good gargle in‘the aphtha,
and ulcered throat, }

Ver. 22¢. carnation fair,] This is indeed a moft beautiful
flowering fhrub. It is a native of the Wef-Indies, and called,
from a French Governor, named Depoinci, Poinciana. If per-
mitted, it will grow twenty feet high; but, in order to make it
a good fence, it fhould be kept low. It is always in bloffom.
‘Though not purgative, it is of the fenna-kind. Its leaves and
flowers are ftomachic, carminative, and emmenagogue. Some
authors name it * Cauda pavonis,” on account of its inimitable
beauty: the flowers have a phyficky finell. How it came to be
called Doodle-doo I know nof; the Barbadians more properly
term it “ Flower Fence,” This plant grows alfo in Guined,

Ver. g26. feen the humming bird,] The humming bird is
culled Picaflore by the Spaniards, on account ofits hovering over
flowers, and facking their juices, without lacerating, or even
fo much as difcompofing their petals. Its Indian name, {ays
Ulloa, is Guinde, though it is*alfo known by the appellation
of Rabilargo and Lizongero. By the Caribbeans it is called
Collobree. ~ It is common in all the warm parts of America.
There are various {pecies of them, all exceeding {mall, benntiﬁ*:}

¢ an
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Whofe burnifh’d neck bright glows with verdant
gold ;

Leaft of the winged vagrants of the fky,

Yet dauntlefs as the firong-pounc’d bird of Jovej

With fluttering vehemence attack thy cups, 530

To rob them of their neétar’s lufcious ftore.

Bur if with ftones thy meagre lands are {pread ;
Be thefe collefted, they will pay the toil :
And let Vitruvius, aided by the line,
Fence thy plantations with a thick-built wall. 535
On this lay cuttings of the prickly pear;
They foon a formidable fence will fhoot :

and bold. The crefted ene, though not fo frequent, is yet more
beautiful than the others. It is chiefly to be found in the woody
Ka,ns of the mountains. Edwards has delcribed 3 very beautiful

umming bird, with a long tail, which is a native of Surinam,
‘but which I never faw in theie iflands. They are eafily caughe
in rainy weather, 3

Ver. 536 prickly pear;] The botanical name of this plant is
Opuntia; it vﬂl grow in the barreneft foils, and on the tops
of walls, if a fmall portion of earth be added. There are two
forts of it, one whofe fruit is roundith and fweet, the other,
which has more the fhape of a fig, is four. The former is
fometimes eaten, but the other feldom. The French call them
¢ Pomme de Raquette.” Both fruit and leaves, are gnarded with
fharp prickles, and, even in the interior part of the fiuit, there
is one which muft be removed before it is eaten. The leaves,
which are half aninch thick, haying a fort of pulp interpofed
between their furfaces, being deprived of their fpines, and fof-
tened by the fire, make no bad poultice for inflammations. The
juice of the fruit is an innocent Fucus, and is often ufed to tinge
%‘uava jellies. The opuntia, upon which the cochineal infect

reeds, has no fpines, and is cultivated with care in South-
America, where a fpecies of it allo grows wild. The prickly
pear makes a ftrong fence, and is eafily trimmed with a feymitar.
It grows naturally in fome parts of Spain,

Wild
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‘Wild liquorice here its red beads loves to hang,

Whilft {candent bloffoms, yellow, purple, blue,

Unhurt, ‘wind round its fhield-like leaf and
{pears, 540

Nor is its fruit inelegant of tafte,

Tho’ more its colour charms the ravifh’d eye 3

Vermeil, as youthful beauty’s rofeat hue !

As thine, fair Chriftobelle : ah, when will fate,

That long hath {cowl’d relentlefs on the bard, 545

Give him fome {mall plantation to enclofe,

Which he ‘may call his own? Not wealth he
craves,

But independence: yet if thou, {weet maid,

In health and virtue bloom ; tho’ worfe betide,

Thy {mile will fmooth adverfity’s rough brow. 550

Ix Italy’s green bounds, the myrtle fhoots
A fragrant fence, and blofloms in the fun.
Here, on the rockieft verge of thefe blefs’d ifles,
With little care, the plant of love would grow. 555
Then to the citron join the plant of love, :
And with their {cent and fhade enrich your ifles.

Ver. 538, Wild liquorice] This is ‘a feandont plant, from
which the Negroes gather what they call Jaumbee Beeds.
Thefe are about the fize of pigeon-peas, almoft round, of a red
colour, with a black fpeck on one extremity. They 2 as an
emetic, but, being violent in their operation, great caution fhould
be obferved in ufing them. The leaves make a good pectoral
drink in diforders of the breaft. Ry the French jt is named
* Petit Panacoco,” to diftinguith it from a large tree, which
bears feeds of the fame colours, only much bigger, This tree
dsa fpecies of black ebony. '

Yer
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Yer fome pretend, and not unfpecious they,
The wood-nymphs fofter the contagious blaft.
Foes to the Dryads, they remorfelefs fell 56¢
Each fhrub of {hade, each tree of fpreading root,
That woo the firft glad fannings of the breeze.
Far from the mufe be fuch inhuman thoughts ;
Far better recks fhe of the woodland tribes,
Earth’s eldeft birth, and earth’s beft ornament. 565
Afk him, whom rude neceflity compels
To dare the noontide fervour, in this clime,
Ah, moft intenfely hot ; how much he longs
For cooling vaft impenetrable fhade ?
The mufe, alas, th’ experienc’d mufe can tell : 570
Oft hath fhe travell’d, while folftitial beams,
Shot yellow deaths on the devoted land;
Oft, oft hath fhe their illjudg’d avarice blam’d,
Who, to the ftranger, to their flaves and herds,
Denied this beft of joys, the breezy fhade, 575
And are there none, whom generous pity warms,

Friends to the woodland reign; whom f{hades
delight?

Ver. 859. contagious blaft.] So a particular fpecies of blight
is called in the Weft-Indies, Sce its defcription in the fecond
book.

Ver. £72, yellow deaths] The yellow fever, to which Euro-
peans of a fanguine habit of body, and who exceed in drinking
or exercife, are liable on their arrival in the Weft-Indies. The
FErench call it Maladie de Siame, or more properly, * La Fievre
* des Matelots.” Thofe who have lived any time in the iflands
are ng more fubjedt to this difeafe than tlze Creoles, whence,

however, fome phyficians have too haftily concluded, thar it was
a foreign extraction,

Who,
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Who, round their green domains, plant hedge-
TOW trees ;

And with cool cedars, fcreen the public way ?
Yes, good Montano; friend of man was he: 580
Him perfecution, virtue’s deadlieft foe,
Drovc_, a lorn exile, from his native fhore ;
From his green hills, where many a fleecy flock,
Where many a heifer cropt their wholefome food
And many a fwain, obedient to his rule, 585
Him their lov’d mafter, their protefor, own’d.
Yet, from that paradife, to Indian wilds,
To tropic funs, to fell barbaric hinds,
A poor outcaft, an alien did he roam ;
His wife, the partner of his better hours, 590
And one fweet infant, cheer’d his difmal way :
Unus'd to labour; yet the orient fun,
Yet weftern Phoebus, faw him wicld the hoe.
At firft a garden all his wants fupplied,
(For Temperance fat cheerful at his board,) 595
With yams, caffada, and the food of ftrength,

- Thrice

Ver. 596. caffada,] Caffavi, caffava, is called Jetropha by bo-
tanifts. Tts meal makes 2 wholefome biead, although its juice
¢ poifonous. There is a fpecies of caffada which may be eat
with fafery, without exprefling the juice; this the French call
Camagnoc. The colour of its root js white, like a parfip ;
that or the common kind is of 2 brownilh red, before it is fcraped.
By coction the caffada-juice becomes an excellent fauce for fith;
and the Indizns prepare many wholefome difhes from it. T have
given it intema[ll;( mixed with flour without any bad confequences;
it did not however produce any falutary effect. A good ftarch
is made from it. The ftem is knotty, and, being cut into fmall
Junks and planted, young {prouts fhoot up from each kneb. Het-
fes have been poifoned by cating its leayes, The French name
E i
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Thrice-wholefome tanies: while a neighbouring
dell,

{Which nature to the fourfop had refign’d,)

‘With ginger, and with Raleigh’s pungent plant,

Gave wealth; and gold bought better land and
flaves. 600

it Manihot, Magnoc, and Manioc, and the Spaniards Mandiocha.’
It is pretended that all creatures but man eat the raw root of
the caffada with impunity ; and, when dried, that it is a fovereign
antidote againft venomous bites. A wholefome drink is prepared
from this root by the Indians, Spaniards, and Portuguefe, ac-
ecording to Pineda, There is one {pecies of this plant which the
Indians only ufe, and is by them called Baccacoua.

Ver. Bg7. tanies:] This wholefome root, in fome of the
iflands, s called Edda: its botznical name is * Arum maxi-
* mum Egyptiacum.” There are three fpecies of tanies; the
blue, the F;yratching, and that which is commonly roafted. The
blofloms of all three are very fragrant, in a morning or evening.
"The young leaves, s well as the fpiral ftalks whic% fupport the
flower, are eaten by Negroes as a fallad. The root mekes a
good broth in dyfenteric complaints. ‘They are feldom fo large
u:ﬁ the yam, but moft people think them preferable in point of
talte.

Ver. 598, to the fourfop] The true Indian name of this
tree is Suirfaak. It grows in the barreneft places to a confide-
rable height. Its fruit will often weigh two pounds, Its fkin
is green, and fomewhat prickly. The pulp is not difagreeable to
the palate, being cool, and having its fweetnefs tempered with
fome degree 01% an acid. It is one of the Anonas, as are alio
the cuftard, ftar, and fugar-apples. The leaves of the fourfop
are very (hining and green. The fruit is wholefome, but feldom
admitted to the tables of the elegant. The feeds are difperfed
thro’ the pulp like the guava. 1t has a peculiar flavour. It grows
in the Eallzt as well as_the Wefl-Indies. The botanical name is
Guanabanus. The French call it Petit Corofol, or Ceeur de
Beeuf, to which the fiuit bears a refemblance. The root, being
reduced to a powder, and fouffed up the nofe, produces’ the fame
effes as tobacco. Taken by the mouth, the  Indians pretend it
i a fpecific in the cpilepfy.

Heaven
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Heaven blefs'd his labour : now the cotton fhrub

Grac’d with broad yellow flowers, unhurt by
Worms, :

O’er many an acre fheds its whiteft down :

The power of rain, in genial moifture bath’d

His cacao-walk, which teem’d with marrowy
pods ; 605

His

Ver. 6o1. cotton] The fine down, which this (hrub produces
to invelope its feeds, is fufficiently known. The Englifh, Italian,
and French names, evidently are derived from the Arabic Al-
godon, as the Spamiards at this d}\f call it. It was originall
brought by the Arabians into the Levant, where it is now cul-
tivated with great fnccefs. Authors mention four fpecies of cot-
ton, but they confound the filk-cctton tree, or Ceiba, among
them. The “fower of the Weft-India cotton-fhrub is yellow,
and companulated. It produces twice every year. That of
Cayenne is the beft of any that comes from America. "This plant
is very apt to be deftroyed by a gmb within a fhort time;
bating that, it is a profitable prodution. Pliny mentions Goffi-

ium, which is the common bo:anical name of cotion. It is
ikewife called Zylon. Martinus, in his Philological Lexicon,
derives cotton from the Hebrew word [wF Katon, (or, as
pronounced by the German-Jews, Kotoun.

Ver, 6og. cacao-walk,] It is alfo called, Cocao and Coco. Tt
is.a native of fom_e of the provinces of South-America, and a
drink made from it was the common food of the Indians before
the Spaniards came among them, who were fome time in thofe
countries ere they could” be prevailed wpon to tafte it; and it
muft be confeffed, that the Indian chocolate had not a tempting
alpett; ge't I much doubt whether the Europeans have g-eatly
improved its wholefomenefs, by the addition of vanellas and
other hotingredients. The tree often grows 15 or 20 feet high,
and is ftraight and handfome, The pods, which {eldom contain
lefs than thirty nuts of the fize of a flasted olive, grow upon the
fltem and principal branches. The tree loves a moifa rich,
and fhaded (oil: Hence thofe who plant cacao-walks, fome-
:lmes (creen them by a hardier trce, which the Spaniards aptly
f:;:ﬂi\idﬁadrc de Cacao. They may be planted fifteen or twenty
e l_;?lnt, t_hough fon}e ‘advxfc to plant them much nearer,
ey torps Wilely ; for it s an eafy matter to thin them, when

¥ are paft che danger of being deftroyed by dry weather, &e.

E 3 Some
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His coffee bath’d, that glow’d with berries, red

As Danae’s lip, or, Theodofia, thine, :

Yet countlefs as the pebbles on the fhore;

Oft, while drought kill’d his impious neighbour’s
grove. .

In time, a numerous gang of fturdy flaves, 610

Well-fed, well-cloath’d, all emulous to gain

Their mafter’s {mile, who treated them like men;

Blacken’d his Cane-lands; whichwith vaft increafe,

' Beyond

Some recommend planting caffada, or bananas, in the.intervals,
when the cacao-trees are young, to deftroy weeds, from which
the.walk cannot be kept too free. It is generally three years be-
fore they produce good pods; but, in fix years, they are in the
higheft perfection. "The pods are commonly of the fize and
fhape of a large cucumber. There are three or four forts of
caczo, which difer from one znother in-the colour and good-
nefs of their nuts. That from the Caraccas is certainly the beft.
None of the ipecies grow in Peru. Its alimentary, as well as
phyiical properdies, are fufficiently known., 7This word is In~
dian.

Ver. 6os. His coffee]  This is certainly of Arabic derivation;
and has been uled in the Eaft, as a drink, time immemorial.
The inhabitants about the mouth of the Red-fea were taught
the ufe of it by the Perfians, fay authors, in the fifteenth cen-
tury ; and the coffee [hrub was gradually introdeced into Arabia
Fel)irx, whence it pafled into Egypt, Syria, and latly Conflanti-
nople. The Turks, though fo exceilively fond of coffee, have
‘not known it much zbove one hundred and fifty years; whereas
the Englith have been acquainted therewith for upwards of an
hundred, one Pafgua, 2 Greek, having opened a coffee-houfe in
London about the middle of the laft century. The famous
traveller, Thevenot, introduced coffee into France. This plant
is cultivated in the Weft-Indies, particularly by the French, with
great fuccefs ; but the berry from thence is not equal to that from
Mocha, It is a fpecies of Arabian jafmine; the flower is par-
ticularly redolent, and from it a pleafant cordial water is diftilled.
It produces fiuit twice every year; but the fhrub mnuft be three
years old before any can be gathered. 1t fhould not be allowed to
grow above fix fect high. "It isvery apt to be deftroyed by 2

large
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Beyond the wifh of avarice, paid his toil.

No cramps, with fudden death, furpriz’d his
mules ; 615

No glander-peft his airy ftables thinn’d :

And, if diforder feiz’d his Negroe-train,

Celfus was call’d, and pining lllnefs flew.

His gate {tood wide to all; but chief the poor,

The unfriended ftranger, and the fickly, fhar’d 620

His prompt munificence : No furly dog,

Nor furlier Athiop, their approach debar’d.

The Mufe, that pays this tribute to his fame,

Oft hath efcap’d the Yun’s meridian blaze,

Beneath yon tamarind-vifta, which his hands 625

Planted ; and which, impervious to the {un,

His latter days beheld. — One noon he fat

Beneath its breezy fhade, what time the {fun

His fultry vengeance from the Lion pour’d ;

And calmly thus his eldeft hope addrefs’d. 630

large fly, which the French call Mouche a caffe; as well as by the
white grub, which they name Puceron. I8 medical and alimen-
tary qualities are as generally known as to thofe of tea.

Ver. 625, tamarind-vifta,] This large, fhady, and beautiful
tree grows faft even in the drieft foils, and lafts long; and ye:
its wood is hard, and very fic for mechanical ufes. The leaves
are fmaller than thofe of (enna, and pennated ; they tafte fourifh,
as does the pulp, which is contained in pods four or five inches
long. They bear once a year. An excellent vinegar may be
made from’ the fruit; but the Creoles chiefly preferve it with
fugar, as the Spaniards with falt. A pleatint fyrup may be made
rom it. The name is, in Arabic, Tamara. ‘The Antients were
not acquainted therewith ; for the Arabians firft introduced ta-
marinds into phyfic; it is a native of the Eaft as well as of the
Welk-Indies and South-America, where different provinces call it
by different names. Its cathartic qualities are well known, Itis
good in fea-ficknefs, The botanical name is Tamarindus.

ahg “ Bz
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‘ Bg pious, be induftrious, be humane ;

% From proud oppreflion guard the labouring
hind.

 Whate’er their creed, God is the Sire of man,
His image they; then dare not thou, my fon,
¢ To bar the gates of mercy on mankind. 635
Your foes forgive, for merit muft make foes;
¢ And in each virtue far furpafs your fire.
Your means are ample, Heaven a heart beftow!
So health and peace fhall be your portion here ;
¢ And yon bright {ky, to which my f{oul afpires,
¢ Shall blefs you with eternity of joy."” 641

Hz {poke, and ere the fwift-wing’d zumbadore
The mountain-defert ftartled with his hum 3
Ere fire-flies trimm’d their vital lamps ; and ere
Dun Evening trod on rapid Twilight’s heel: 645
His knell was rung ;
And all the Cane-lands wept their father loft.
-

Ver. 642. and ccet Hhie Gwift-wing’d zumbadore] This bird,
which is one of the largeft and fwifieft known, is only feen at
night, or rather heard ; for it makes this_hideous humming noile
(whence its name) on the defért tops of the Andes. Sec Ulloa’s:
Voyage to South-America. It is a&o called Condor. Its wings,
when expanded, have been known to exceed fixteen feet from up
to tip. See Phil. Tranf. No. 208.

Ver. 644. Ere fire-flies] This furprifing infeét is ﬁequwt. in
Guadalonpe, &c. and all]the warme??arts of America. There
are none of them in the Englifh Caribbee, or Virgin-Iflands.

Ver. 645. on r:ftid Twilight’s heel:] There is little or no
twilight in the Weft-Indies, ~All the year round is dark before
cight 2t night, The dawn is equally fhort,

Muse,
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Muse, yet awhile induI.ge my rapid courfe;
And I’ll unharnefs, foon, the foaming fteeds.

Ir Jove defcend, propitious to thy vows, 650
In frequent floods of rain; fucceflive crops
Of weeds will fpring. Nor venture to repine,
Tho’ oft their toil thy little gang.renew ;
Their toil tenfold the melting heavens repay :
For foon thy plants will magnitude acquire, 655
To cruth all undergrowth ; before the fun,
The planets thus withdraw their puny fires.
And tho’ untutor’d, then, thy Canes will fhoot :
Care meliorates their growth. The trenches fill
With their collateral mold ; as in a town 66a
Which foes have long beleaguer’d, unawares
A firong detachment fallies from each gate,
And levels all the labours of the plain.

Axp now thy Cane’s firlt blades their verdure
lofe, iy

And hang their idle heads. Be thefe ftript off ; 665
So fhall frefh {portive airs their joints embrace,
And by their dalliance give the fap to rife.
But, O beware, legno unikilful hand
The vivid foliage tear : Their channel’d fpouts,
Well-pleas'd, the watery nutriment convey, 670
With filial duty, to the thirity ftem ;.
And, fpreading wide their reverential arms,
Defend their parent from folftitial {kies,

The Exp of Boox I,
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ADVERTERESEMENE
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HE following Book having, been ori-

ginally addreffed to WiLL1amM SHEN-
stons, Efg; and by him approved of ; the
Author fhould deem it a kind of poetical
facrilege, now, to addrefs it to any other.
To his memory, therefore, be it facred ; as 2
{mall, but fincere, teftimony of the high
opinion the Author entertained of that
Gentleman’s genius and manners; and as
the only return now, alas! in his power
to make, for the friendfhif; wherewith Mr.
Suexstone had condefcended to hononr
him,
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Subjet propofed.” Addrefs to William Shenftone, Efg:
Of monkeys. Of rats and other vermin. Of weeds.
Of the yellowfly. OFf the greafy fly. Of the blaft.
A hurricane defcribed. Of calms and  earthquakes.
A tale.
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3HGK NOUGH of culture.—A lefs pleafing
E x theme, '
* ¥ What ills await the ripening Cane,
HIOKH demands
My ferious numbers: thefe, the thoughtful Mufe
Hath oft beheld, deep-pierc’d with generous
woe. 4
For fhe, poorexile! boafts no waving crops;
For her no circling mules prefs dulcet fireams ;
No Negro-band huge foaming coppers {kim ;
Nor fermentation (wine’s dread fire) for her,
With Vulcan’s aid, from Cane a {pirit draws,
Potent to quell the madnefs of defpair, 10
Yet, oft, the range The walks, at thut of eve;
Oft fees red lightening at the midnight-hour,
F When



52 THE SUGAR-CANE. Book Il

When nod the watches, ftream along the fky;
Not innocent, as what the learned call

The Boreal morn, which, through the azure air, 1§
Flafhes its tremulous rays, in painted ftreaks,
‘While o’er night’s veil her lucid treffes flow :
Nor quits the Mufe her walk, immers'd in thought
How fhe the planter, haply, may advife ;

. Till tardy morn unbar the gates of light, 20
And, opening on the main with fultry beam,

To burnifh’d filver turns the blue-green wave.

Sav, will my SuensToNE lend a patient ear,
And weep at woes unknown to Britain’s Ifle?
Yes, thou wilt weep; for pity chofe thy breaft, 25
With tafte and {cience, for their foft abode:
Yes, thou wilt weep: thine own diftrefs thou

hear’{t I
Undaunted ; but another’s melts thy foul.

% O were my pipe as foft, my dittied fong”
As fmooth as thine, my too too diftant friend, go
SuensToONE ; my foft pipe, and my dittied fong
Should hufh the hurricanes tremendous roar,
And from each evil guard the ripening Cane !

A
DestructivE, on the upland fugar-greves
The monkey-nation preys : from rocky heights, 35
In filent parties, they defcend by night,
And pofting watchful centinels, to warn
When boftile fieps approach ; with gambols, they
Pour o’er the Cane-grove. Lucklefs he to whom
- That land pertains! in evil hour, perhaps, 40
* And
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And thoughtlefs of to-morrow, on adie

He hazards millions ; or, perhaps, reclines

On Luxury’s foft lap, the peft of wealth;

And, inconfiderate, deems his Indian crops

Will amply her infatiate wants fupply. 45

Frowm thefe infidious droles (peculiar peft
Of Liamuiga’s hills) would’ft thou defend
Thy waving wealth; in traps put not thy truit,
However baited : treble every watch,
And well with arms provide them ; faithful

dogs, 50

OFf nofe fagacious, on their footfteps wait,
With thefe attack the predatory bands ;
Quickly the unequal conflitt they decline,
And, chattering, fling their ill-got fpoils away.
So when, of late, innumerous Gallic hofts 55
Fierce, wanton, cruel, did by ftealth invade
The peaceablc American’s domains,
While defolation mark’d their faithlefs rout;
No fooner Albion’s martial fons advanc’d,
Than the gay daftards to their forefts fled, 6o
And left their fpoils and tomahawks behind.

» L

Veer. 46 peculiar peft]® The monkeys, which are now fo nume
rous in the mountainous parts of St Chriftopher, were brough
thicher by the French when they poflefled half chat infland, Thi
cireumitance we learn from Pere Labat, who farther tells us, tha
they are a molt delicate food. The En lith-Negroes are very fond
of them, but the White-inhabitants do not eat them. They do
a great deal of mifchiefin St. Kitt's, deftroying many thoufand
pounds Sterling’s worth of the Cancs every year,

Faz Nonr
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Nor with lefs wafle the whifker'd vermin-
race,
A countlefs clan, defpoil the low-land Cane.

Tuese to deftroy, while commerce hoifts the
fail,

Loofe rocks abound, or tangling bufhes bloom, 65

What Planter knows? — Yet prudence may re-

duce.

Encourage then the breed of favage cats,
Nor kill the winding fnake, thy foes they eat.
Thus, on the mangrove-banks of Guayaquil,
Child of the rocky defert, fea-like ftream, 70
With ftudious care, the American preferves
The gallinazo, elfe that fea-like ftream
{Whence traflic pours her bounties on mankind)
Dread alligators would alone poflefs

Thy

Ver. 64. Thefe to deftroy,] Rats, &c. are not natives of Ame-
rica, but came by fhipping from Europe. They breed in the
ground, under lofe rocks and bufhes. Durante, a Roman, who
'was phyfician to Pope Sixtus Quintus, and who wrote 2 Latin
poem on the prefervation of health, enumerates domeftic rars
among animals that may be eaten with fafety. But if thefe are
whole{ome, cane-rats muft be much more delicate, as well as more
nourifhing, Accordingly we find moft field Negroes fond of them,
-and 1 have heard that [traps of cane-rats arc publickly fold in the
mharkets of Jamaica.

Ver. 69. mangrove-banks] 'This tree, which boranifts call
Rizophora, grows in marfhy foils, and on the fides of rivers;
and, as the branches take root, they frequently render narrow
fireams impaffable to boats. Oyfters often adhere to their roots,
&c. The French name of this ftrange water-fhrub is Paltuvier.
The fpecies meant here is the red mangrove. -

Ver. 74, Dread alligators] This dreadful animal is amphibious,
and feldom lays fewer than 100 eggs. Thefe fhe carefully covers
with
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Thy foes, the teeth-fil’d Ibbos alfo love ; 75
Nor thou their wayward appetite reftrain,

Some place decoys, nor will they not avail,
Replete with roafted crabs, in every grove
Thefe fell marauders gnaw ; and pay their {laves
Some {mall reward for every captive foe. 8o
So pratife Gallia’s fons; but Britons truft
In other wiles; and furer their fuccels.

with find. But, notwithftanding this precaution, the gallinazo
(a large fpecies of carrion-crow) conceals itfelf among the thick
boughs of the neighbouring trees, and thus often difcovers the
hoard of the alligator, which fhe no fooner leaves, than the gal-
linazo foufes down upon it, and greedily {craping off the fand,
regales on its contents. Nor is the male’ alligator lefs an enemy
to the increafe of its own horrid brood, than thefe ufeful birds ;
for, when Inftin& prompts the female to let her young fly out by
breaking the eggs, he never fails to accompany her, and to devour
2s many of them as he can: So that the mother ftarce ever
efcapes into the river with more than five out of all her hundred.
Thus Providence doubly prevents the otherwife immenfe pro-
pagation of that voracious animal, on the banks of the river
Guayaquil ; for the gallinazo is not zlways found, where alli-
gators are.—Ulloa,

Ver. vz teeth-fild Ibbos] Or Ebbos, as they are commonir
called, are 2 numerous nation. Many of them’ have their teeth
filed, ana blackened in an extraordinary manner, They make
good flaves when bought young; but are, in general, foul feeders,
many of them greedily devouring the raw guts of fowls: TIRB(1 allo
feed'on dead mules and horles; whofe carcaffes, therefore, fhould
be buried deep, that the Negroes may not come at them. But
the fureft way is to burn them; otherwife they will be apt,
Privily, to kill thofe ufeful animals, in order to feaft on them.

Ver. 76. Nor thou their wazward] Pere Labat fays that
Cane-rats give thofe Negroes who eat them pulmonic diforders,
but the good Jefvit was no phyfician. 1 have been told by thofe
who have eat them, that they ‘are very delicate food.

F g Wirh,
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Wirn Mifnian arfenic, deleterious bane,

Pound up the ripe caffada’s well-ralp’d root,

And form in pellets; thefe profufely fpread 85

Round the Cane-groves, where feulk the vermin-
breed :

They; greedy, and unweeting of the hait,

Crowd to the inviting cates, and fwift devour

Their palatable death ; for foon they feek

The neighbouring fpring; and drink, and fwells
and die. go

But dare not thou, if life deferve thy care,

The infefted rivulet tafte ; nor let thy herds

Graze its polluted brinks, till rolling time

Have fin’d the water, and deftroyed the bane, "

*Tis {afer then to mingle nightfhade’s Juice 95

With flour, and throw it liberal ‘mong thy Canes :

They touch not this; its deadly fcent they fly,

And fudden colonize fome diftant vale.

Suary the mufe deign to fing of humble weeds,
That check the progrefs of the imperial Cane ? 100

In every foil, unnumber’d weeds will {pring ;
Nor feweft in the beft : (thus, oft we find
Enormous vices taint the nobleft fouls H
Thefe let thy little gang, with fkilful hand,

Ver. 95, *Tis fafer then to mingle nightfhade’s juice] See the
article Solanum in Newman’s Chemifiry publithe by Dr Lewis.
"There is a fpecies of Eaft-India animal, “called 2 Mungoes, which
bears a natural antipathy to rats. Its introduction into the
Sugar-1flands would, progably, effeCtuate the extirpation of this
deftrudlive vermin,

Oft
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Oft as they fpread abroad, and oft they fpread; 105

Careful pluck up, fo fwell thy, growing heap

Of rich manure. And yet fome weeds arife,

Of afpef mean, with wond,mﬂ&ﬂwugh“

(And doth not oft uncommon merit dw

In men of vulgarlooks, and trivial air ?) 110

Such, planter, be not thou afham’d to fave

From foul pollution, and unfeemly rot;

Much will they benefit thy houfe and thee.

But chief the yellow thiftle thou feled,

Whofe feed the ftomach frees from naufeous
loads; 115

And, if the mufic of the mountain-dove

Delight thy penfive ear, fweet friend to thought!

This prompts their cooing, and enflames their love.

Nor-let rude hands the knotted grafs profane,

Whofe juice worms fly: Ah, dire endemial ill! ;

How many fathers, fathersjpow no more; 121

How many orphans, now lament thy rage ?

The cow-itch alfo fave ; but let thick gloves
Thine

Ver. r14. the yellow thiftle] The feeds of this plant are an
excellent emetic ; and almoft as ufeful in dyfenteric complaints as
ipecacuana, It grows every where.

. Ver. 119. Nor let rude hands the knotted grafs profane,] This
is truly a powerful vermifuge; but, uncautioufly adminiftered,
has oﬁ:%n proved mortal. The juice of it, clarified, is fometimes
given; but a decoftion of it is greatly preferable. Its botanical
Name js Spigelia.

Ver, 123, The cow-itch alfo fave;] ‘This extraordinary vine
fhould be permitted to grow in a Cane-piece ; for Negroes have
- been known to fire the Canes, to fave themfelves from the tor-
ture
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Thine hands defend, or thou wilt fadly rue

Thy rafh imprudence, when ten thoufand darts 125
Sharp as the bee-fling, faften in thy flefh,

And give thee up to torture. But, unhurt,

Planter, thou may’ft the humble chickweed
cull ;

And that, which coyly flies the aftonifh’d grafp,
Notthe confeftion nam’d from Pontus’ King; 130

Not

ture which attends working in grounds where it has abounded.
Mixed with melaffes, itis a {ufe and excellent vermifuge. Its
feeds, which refemble blackifh {mall beans, are purgative. Its
flower is purple; and its pods, on which the ftinging brown Seta
are found, are as large as a full-grown Englifh ﬁeﬁ:l—pea.

Ver. 128. Planter, thou may'ft the humble chickweed] There
are two kinds of chickweed,” which grow {pontaneoufly in the
Caribbees, and both poffe(s very confiderable virtues, particularl
that which botanifts call Cajacia, and which the Spaniarc?;
emphatically name Erudos Cobres, or Snakeweed, on account of
its remarkable qualities againft poifonous bites. It is really of ufe
againﬁ filh-poifon ; as is alfo” the fenfitive plant, which the Spa-
niards prettily call the Vergonzoza, the Bafhful, and La Donzella,
or the Mziden. There are many kinds of this extraordinary plant,
which grow every where in the Iflands and in South-America. The
botanical name of the former is Alfine, and that of the latter
Mimofa.

Ver. 130. Not the confeftion] This medicine is called Mithri-
datium, in honour of Mithridates King of Pontus ; who, by ufing
it conftantly, had fecured himfelf from the effects of poifon, in
fuch a manner, that, when he a@ually attempted to put an end
to his life, by that means, he failed in his purpofe. So, at leaft,
Pliny informs us. But we happily are not obliged to believe,
imphcitly, whatever that elaborate compiler has told us. When
poifons immediately operate on the nervous fyftem, and their
effelts are to be expelled by the fkin, this eleftuary is no con-
temptible antidote. But how many poifons do we know at pre-
fent, which produce their effe@s in atﬁﬁ‘ercnt manner? and, from
the accounts of authors, we have reafon to be perfuaded, thac
the antients were not much behind us in their variety of poilens,

H
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Not the blefs’d apple Median climes produce, °

Though lofty Maro (whofe immortal mufe

Diftant I follow, and, fubmifs, adore)

Hath fung its properties, to counteraét

Dire {pells, flow-mutter’d o’er the baneful bowl,

Where cruel ftepdames poifonous drugs have
brew’d ; 136

Can vie with thefe low tenants of the vale,

In driving poifons from the infefted frame:

For here, alas! (ye fons of luxury, mark!)

The fea, tho’ on its bofom Halcyons fleep, 140

Abounds with poifon’d fith; whofe crimfon fins,

Whofeeyes, whofe fcales, bedropt with azure,
gold,

Purple, and green, in all gay Summer’s pride,

Amufe the fight; whofe tafte the palate charms;

Yet death, in ambufh, on the banquet waits, 145

Unlefs thefe antidotes be timely given.

But, fay what ftrains, what numbers can recite,

Thy praifes, vervain; or wild liquorice, thine?

For not the coftly root, the gift of God,

If, therefore, the King of Pontus had really intended to have
defiroyed himfelf, he could have been at no lofs for the means,
notwithftanding the daily ufe of this antidote.

Ver. 131, Not the ble(s'd apple] ~Authors are not agreed what
the apple is, to which ¥irgil attributes fuch remarkable virtues,
nor is it indeed poffible they ever fhould. However, we have
this comfor: on our fide, that our not knowing it is of no
detriment to us ; for as (pells cannot efect us, we are at no lofs
for antidotes to guard againft them.

Ver. 149. For not the coftly root,] Some medical writers
bave beftowed the high appellation of Donum Dei on rhubatb.

Gather'd
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Gather’d by thofe, who drink the Volga’s wave,
(Prince of Europa’s fireams, itfelf a fea) 151
Equals your potency ! Did planters know
But half your virtues; not the Cane itfelf,
Would they with greater, fonder pains preferve !

StiLr other maladies infeft the Cane, 155
And worfe to be fubdu’d. The infeét-tribe
That, fluttering, {pread their pinions to the fun,
Recal the mufe : nor fhall their many eyes,
Tho’ edg’d with gold, their many-colour’d down,
From Death pm:féive them, In what diftant
clime, 160
In what receffes are the plunderers hatch’d ?
" Say, are they wafted in the living gale,
From diftant iflands ? Thus, the locuft-breed,
In winged caravans, that blot the fky,
" Defcend from far, and, cre bright morning dawn,
Aftonifh’d Afric fees her crop devour’d. 166
-Or, doth the Cane a proper neft afford,
And food adapted to the yellow fly ? ——
The {kill’'d in Nature’s myftic lore obferve,
Each tree, ecach plant, that drinks the golden
day, ' T ‘ § 250
Some reptile life fuftains : Thus eochinille
Feeds

Ver. 171. Thus cochinille] This is a Spanifh word. For the
manner of propagating this ufeful infe@, ee Sir Hans Sloane’s
Natural Hiftory of Jamaica. It was long belicved in Europe ts
be a fed, or vegetable produftion, The Lotznicz! name ot" the

paant
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Feeds on the Indian fig; and fhould it harm

The fofter plant, its worth that harm repays :

But Ye, bafe infefts! no bright fcarlet yield, 174

To deck the Britifh Worr; who now perhaps,

(So Heaven and George ordain) in triumph
mounts ;

Some ftrong-built fortrefs, won from haughty
Gaul !

And tho’ no plant fuch lufcious near yields,

As yields the Cane-plant ; yet, vile paricides !

. Ungrateful ye ; the parent-cane deftroy. 180

Muse ! fay what remedy hath {kill devis’d

To quell this noxious foe? Thy Blacks fend
forth,

A ftrong detachment! ere the encreafing peft

Have made too firm a lodgment ; and, with care,

Wipe every tainted blade, ahd liberal lave 185

With facred Neptune’s purifying ftream.

But this Augazan toil long time demands,

Which thou to more advantage may’ft employ ;

1f vows for rain thou ever did’{t prefer. :

Planter, prefer them now = the rattling fhower, 190

Pour'd down in conftant fireams, for days and
nights,

plant on which the cochinille feeds, is Opuntia maxima, folio

“ oblongo, majore, fpinulis obtufis, mollibus et innocentibus obfito,
“ fore, ftriis rubris variegato.” = Sloane,

Not



62 THE SUGAR-CANE. BooklIL

Not only fwells, with nefar fweet, thy Canes;
But, in the deluge, drowns thy plundering foe.

Waex may the planter idly fold his arms,
And fay, * My foul take reft ?”’ Superior ills, 195
Ills which no care nor wif{dom can avert,

In black fucceffion rife. Ye men of Kent,

When nipping Eurus, with the brutal force

Of Boreas, join’d in ruffian league, affail

Your ripen’d hop-grounds; tell me what you
feel, 200

And pity the poor planter ; when the blaft,

Fell plague of Heaven! perdition of the ifles!

Attacks his waving gold. Tho’ well-manur’d ;

A richnefs tho’ thy fields from nature boaft ;

Though {eafons pour ; this peftilence invades: 205

Too oft it feizes the glad infant-throng,

Nor pities their green nonage : Their broad blades

Of which the graceful wood-nymphs erft compos’d

The greeneft garlands to adorn their brows,

Firft pallid, fickly, dry, and withered fhow; . 210

Unfeemly f{tains fucceed ; which, nearer view’d

By microfcopic arts, {mall eggs appear,

Ver. 205. Thongh feafons] Without a rainy feafon, the Sugar~
cane could not be cultivated to any advantage: For what Pliny
the Elder writes of another plant may be applied to this, * Gaundet
irriguis, et toto anno bibere amat,”

Ver. 204. this peftilence] It muft, however, be confeffed, that

the blaft is lefs frequent in lands naturally rich, or fiach as are made
fo by well-rooted manure,

Dire
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Dire fraught with reptile-life; alas, too foon
They burft their filmy jail, and crawlabroad, =214
Bugs of uncommon fhape; thrice hideous fhow !
Innumerous as the painted fhells, that load

The wave-worn margin of the Virgin-ifles !
Innumerous as the leaves the plumb-tree fheds,
When, proud of her fxcundity, fhe thows,
Naked, her gold fruit to the God of Noon. 220
Remorfelefs to its youth ; what piéy, fay,

Can the Cane’s age expe&? In vain, its pitch
With juice nearious flows; to pungent four,
Foe to the bowels, foon its neftar turns:

Vain evety joint a gemmy embryo bears, 225
Alternate rang’d ; from thefe no filial young
Shall grateful fpring, to blefs the planter’s eyc, —
With bugs confederate, in deftrutive league, ‘
The ants’ republic joins; a villain crew,

As the waves, countlefs, that plough up the deep,
(Where Eurus reigns vicegerent of the fky, =231
Whom Rhea bore to the bright God of Day)
When furious Aufter dire commotions ftirs:

Ver. 218. the plumb-tree fheds,] This is the Jamaica plumb-
tree, VWhen covered with fruit, it has no leaves upon it. hc_
f’“_it is wholefome, In like manner, the panfpan is deftitute of
foliage when covered with flowers. The ]ia:tar is a fpecies of
jeffamine, and grows as large as an apple-tree.’

Ver. 231. Eurus reigns] The Eaft is the centre of the trade-
wind in the Welk-Indies, which veers a few points to the North
or South, What Homer fays of the Weft-wind, in his iflands
of the bleffed, may more aptly be applied to the trade-winds,

G Thefe
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Thefe wind, by fubtle fap, their fecret way,
Pernicious pioneers! while thofe inveft, 235
More firmly daring, in the face of Heaven,
And win, by regular approach, the Cane.

*Garnst fuch ferocious, fuch unnumber’d bands;
What arts, what arms thall fage experience ufe?

Soxe bid the planter load the favouring gale, 240
‘With pitch, and fulphur’s fuffocating fteam : —
Unlefs the vapour o’er the Cane-grove flies,

In curling volumes loft; fuch feeble arms,
To man tho’ fatal, not the blaft fubdue.
Others again, and better their fuccefs, 245
Command their flaves each tainted blade to pick
With care, and burn them in vindi&ive flames.
Labour immenfe ! and yet, if fmall the peft;
If numerous, if induftrious be thy gang ;
At length, thou may’ ft the viétory obtain. 250
But, if the living taint be far diffus’d,
Bootlels this toil ; ner will it then avail
{Tho' athes lend their {uffocating aid)
"To bare the broad roots, and the mining fwarms
Expofe, remorfclefs, to the burning noon. = 255
Ah! muft then ruin defolate the plain ?
Muft the loft planter other climes explore ?
Howe'er reluftant, let the hoe uproot
The infefted Cane-piece ; and, with eager flames,
The hoftile myriads thou to embers turn : 260
Far better, thus, a mighty lofs fuftain,

Which
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Which happier years and prudence may retrieve ;
Than rifque thine all. As when an adverfe {torm,
Impetuous, thunders on fome lucklefs fhip,
From green St. Chriftopher, or Cathiiy bound : 265
Each nautic art the reeling feamen try :
The ftorm redoubles: death rides on every wave:
Down by the board the cracking mafts they hew;
And heave their precious cargo in the main.
o

Say, can the Mufe, the pencil in her hand, 270
The all-wafting hurricane obfervant ride ?
Can fhe, undazzled, view the lightning’s glare,
That fires the welkin? Can the, unappall’d,
When all the flood-gates of the {ky are ope,
The fhorelefs delugé ftem? The Mufe hath feen 275
The pillar’d flame, whofe top hath reach’d the

ftars ;
Seen rocky, molten fragments, flung in air
From Atna’s vext abyfs; feen burning fireams
Pour down its channel’d fides ; tremendous
{cenes !t %

Yet not vext Atna’s pillar’d flames, that ftrike 280
The ftars ; nor molten mountains hurl’d on high
Nor ponderous rapid deltges, that burn
Its deeply-channel’d fides: caufe fuch difnay,
Such defolation, Hurricane! as thous
When the Almighty gives thy rage to blow, 285
And all the battles of thy winds engage.

Ver, 2635, Cathzy] An-old name for China,

G 2 Soon
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Soon as the Virgin's charms ingrofs the fun;
And till his weaker flame the Scorpion feels;
But, chief, while Libra weighs the unfteddy

year :
Planter, with mighty props thy dome fupport ; 290
Each flaw repair; and well, with mafly bars,
Thy doors and windows guard ; fecurely lodge
Thy ftocks and mill-points, — Then, or calms
obtain ;
Breathlefs the royal palm-tree’s airieft van;
‘While, o’er the panting ifle, the demon Heat 295
High hurls his flaming brand ; vaft, diftant waves
The main drives furious in, and heaps the fhore
With firange produétions: Or, the blue f{erene
Aflumes a louring afpe&, as the clouds
Fly, wild-careering, thro’ the vault of heaven ; goe
Then tranfient birds, of various kinds, frequent
Each ftagnant pool ; fome hover o’er thy roof;
Then Eurus reigns no more; but each bold wind,
By turns, ufurps the empire of the air
With quick inconftancy ; 305
Thy herds, as fapient of the coming ftorm,
{For beafls partake fome portion of the fky,):
In troops affociate ; and in cold fweats bath’d,
Wild-bellowing, eye the pole, Ye feamen, now,
Ply to the fouthward, if the changeful moon, gio
Or, in her interlunar palace hid,

Ver, 293. ftocks and mill-points.] The fails are faftened to the
mill-points, as thofe are to the flocks, They fhould always be
" taken down before the hurricane-(eafon,

= Shuns
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Shuns night ; or, full-orb’d, in night's forehead
glows : 3

For, fee! the mifts, that late involv’d the hill,

Difpcrfe; the mid-day fun looks red ; firange burs,

Surround the ftars, which vafter fill the eye. g15

A horrid ftench the pools, thé main emits;

Fearful the genius of the foreft fighs;

The mountains moan ; deep groans the cavern’d
cliff, .

A night of vapour, clofing faft around, 319

Snatches the golden moon,—Each wind appeas’d,

The North flies forth, and hurls the frighted air :

Not all the brazen engineries ‘of man, -

At once exploded, the wild burft furpafs.

Yet thunder, yok’d with lightning and with rain,

Water with fire, increafe the infernal din:  g25

Canes, fhrubs, trees, huts, arc whirl’d" aloft in
air, ——

The wind 1s fpent; and ¢ all the ille below

*Is hufh as death.”

Soon iffues forth the weft, with fudden burit;

And blafts more rapid, more refiftlefs drives: 3go

Rufhes the headlong fky ; the city rocks;

The good. man throws him on the trembling

ground ;

Ver. 31 4. firange bure,] Thefe are aftral halos. Columbus foon
made himfelf mafter of the figns that precede a hurricane in theWelt-
Indics, by which meéans he laved his own fguadron; while 2no-
ther large flect, whofe commander defpifed his prognoftics, put to
fea, and was wrecked,

G 3 And
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And dies the murderer in his inmoft foul. —
Sullen the Weft withdraws his eager ftorms. —
Will not the tempeft now his furies chain? 335
Ah, no! as when in Indian forefts, wild,
Barbaric armies {uddenly retire
After fome furious onfet, and, behind
Vaft rocks and trees, their horrid forms conceal,
, Brooding on flaughter, not repuls’d ; for foon 340
Their growing yell the affrighted welkin rends,
And bloodier carnage mows th’ enfanguin’d plain:
So the fouth, fallying from' his iron caves
With mightier force, renews the aerial wars
Sleep, frighted, flies ; and {ec! yon lofty palm, 345
Fair nature’s triumph, pride of Indian groves,
Cleft by the {ulphurcous bolt! See yonder dome,
Where grandeur with propriety combin’d,
And Theodorus with devotion dwelt;
Involy’d in fmouldering flames. — From every
rock, : 350
Dafhes the turbid torrent; thro’ each fireet
A river: foams, which fweeps, with untam’d
might,
Men, oxen, Cane-lands to the billowy main,—
Paufes the wind, — Anon the favage Eaft
Bids his wing’d tempefts more relentlefs rave; 355
Now brighter, vafter corrufcations flafh ;
Deepens the deluge ; nearer thunders roll ;
Farth trembles; ocgan reels; and, in her fangs,
Grim defolation tears the fhrieking ifle,
Ere
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Ere rofy morn poflefs the ethereal plain, 560
To pour on darknefs the full flood of day.—

Nor does the hurricane’s all-wafting wrath
Alone bring ruin on its founding wing :
£ven calms are dreadful, and the fiery South
Oft reigns a tyrant in thofe fervid ifles: 365
For, from its burning furnace, when it brcathcs,
Europe and Afia’s vegetable fons,
- Touch’d by its tainted vapour, fhrivel’d, die.
The hardieft children of the rocks repine :
And all the upland Tropic-plants hang down 870
Their drooping heads; fhew arid, coil’d, aduft, —
The main itfelf feems parted into fireams,
Clear as a mirror ; and with deadly {cents,
Annoys the rower ; who, faint-hearted, eyes °
The fails hang idly, noifelefs, from the maft, gvg
Thrice haplefs he, whom thus the hand of fate
Compels to rifque the infufferable beam !
A fiend, the worft the angry fkies ordain
To punifh finful man, fhall fatal feize
His wretched life, and to the tomb confign. 38a

Waexs fuch the ravage of the burning calm,
On the ftout, funny children of the hill ;
What muft thy Cane-lands feel ? Thy late green
{prouts .
Nor bunch, nor joint; but, faplefs, arid, pine:
Thofe, who have manhood reach’d, of yellow
hue, 385
(Symptom
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(Symptom of health and ftrength) foon ruddy
thow ;

‘While the rich juice that circled in their veins,

Acefcent, watery, poor, unwholefome taftes.

No=r only, planter, are thy Cane-groves burnt 3
Thy life is threatened. Mufe, the manner fing, gqo0

“Tuex earthquakes,'nature’s agonizing pangs,

Oft fhake the aftonifh’d ifles: The fol.aterre

Or fend forth thick, blue, fuffocating fteams ;

Or fhoots to temporary flame. A din,

Wild, through the mountain’s quivering rocky
caves, 395

Like the dread crafth of tumbling planets, roars.

When tremble thus the pillars of the globe,

Like the tall coco by the fierce North blown ;

Can the poor, brittle, tenements of man

Withftand the dread convulfion? Their dear
homes, 400

Which fhaking, tottering, crafhing, burfting fall,

The boldeft fly ; and, on the open plain

Appal’d, in agony the moment wait,

Ver. 302. {olfaterre] . Volcanos are called fulphurs, or folfa-
terres, in the Weft-Indies. There are few mountainous iflands in
that part of the globe without them, and thofe probably will
deftroy them in time. I faw much fulphur and allam in_the fol-
faterre at Mountferrat. The ftream that runs' through it, is almoft
as hot s boiling wate, and its fteams foon blacken filver.

‘When,
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When, with difrupture vaft, the waving earth
Shall whelm them in her fea-difgorging womb. 405

Nor lefs affrighted are the beftial kind,

The bold fteed quivers in each panting vein,

And ftaggers, bath’d in deluges of fweat:

Thy lowing herds forfake their grafly food,

And fend forth frighted, woeful, hollow founds}

The dog, thy trufty centinel of night, 411

Deferts his poft aflign’d ; and, piteous, howls. —

Wide ocean feels:

The mountain-waves, pafling their cuflom’d
bounds,

Make direful, loud incurfions on the land, 415

All-overwhelming : Sudden they retreat,

With their whole troubled waters ; but, anon,

Sudden return, with louder, mightier force ;

(The black rocks whiten, the vext fhores re-
found ;)

And yet, more rapid, diftant they retire. 420

Vaft corrufcations lighten all the {ky,

With volum’d flames; while thunder’s awful
voice,

From forth his fhrine, by night and horror girt,

Aftounds the guilty, and appals the good :

For oft the beft, fmote by the bolt of heaven, 425

Wrapt in ethereal flame, forget to live:

Elfe, fair Theana. == Mule, her fate deplore.

Sooxn
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Soon as young reafon dawn’d in Junio’s breaft,
His father fent him from thefe genial ifles, ;
To where old Thames, with confcious pride, fur.

veys 430
Green Eton, foft abode of every Mufe,
Each claffic beauty foon he made his own 3

And foon fam'd Ifis faw him woo the Nine,

On her infpiring banks: Love tun’d his fong;
For fair Theana was his only theme, 435
Acafto’s daughter, whom, in early youth,

He oft diftinguifh’d ; and for whom he oft

Had climb’d the bending coco’s airy height,

To

Ver. 438. the bending coco’s] The coco-nut tree is of the
palm genus; there are f{everal fpecies of them, which grow natu-
rally in the Torrid Zone. The coco-put tree is, by no means, o
ufetul as travellers have reprefented it, The wood is of little or no
fexvice, being fpongy, and the brown covering of the nuts is of
too rough a textore to ferve as apparel. The Exell of the nut re-
ceives a good palifth ; and, having a handle put to it, is commonly
ufed to drink water out of. The milk, or water ‘of the nut, is
cooling and pleafant ; but, if drank too fieely, will frequently occa-
fion a pain in the ftomach. A falutary oil may be extradted from
the kernel ; which, if old, and eaten too plentifully, is apt to pro-
duce a fhortnefs of breathing. A fpeeies of arrack is made from
this tree, in the Eaft-Indies. The largeft coco-nut trees grow on
the banks of the river Oroonoko. They thrive beft near the fea,
and look beautiful at a diftance. They afford no great fhade. Ripe
nuts have been produced from them' in three years after planting,
"The nuts (hould” be macerated in water, before “they are put in the
ground. Coco is an-Indian name; the Spaniards call it alfo Palma
de las Indias; as the {malleft kind, whofe nuts are lefs than wal-
nuts, is termed by them Cogquillo. This grows in Chili, and the
nuts are efteemed more delicate than thole of a larger fize. In the
Maldivy-Iflands, it is pretended, they not only build houfes of the
Coco-nut tree, but alfo veflels, with all their rigging; nay, and
load them too with wine, oil, vinegar, black fugar, fruitand firong
water, from the fame tree. If this be true, the Maldivian coco-nut
trees mult differ widely from thofe that grow in the Weft-Indies.
The coco muft not be confounded with the coce-nut tree. ghag:

ru

-
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To rob it of its neftar ; which the maid,

When he prefented, more ne&arious deem’d, —

The {weeteft fappadillas oft he brought; SR

From him more fweet ripe fappadillas feem’d. —

Nor had long abfence yet effac’d her form;

Her charms fill triumph’d o’er Britannia’s fair,

One morn he met her in Sheen’s royal walks; 445

Nor knew, till then, fwect Sheen contain’d his
all.

His tafte mature’ approv’d his infant choice.

In colour, form, expreflion, and in grace,

She fhone all perfe&; while each pleafing art,

And each foft virtue that the {fex adorns, 450

Adorn’d the woman. My imperfett ftrain,

Which Percy’s happier pencil would demand,

Can ill defcribe the tranfports Junio felt

fhrub grows in the hotteft and moifteft vales of the Andes. Its
leaf, which is gathered two or three times a year, is much -coveted
by the natives of South America, who WEH travel great journeys
upon a fingle handful of the leaves, which they do not fwallow,
but only ‘chew. It is of an unpleafant tafte, but, by ufe, foon
grows agreeable. Some authors have alfo confounded the coco-nut
palm, with the coco, or chocolate tree. The French call the
coco-nut tree, Cocotier. Its ftem, which is very lofty, is always
bent; for which reafon it looks better in an orchard than in & re-
gular garden. As one limb fades, another fhoots up in the centery
like a pike, The botanical name is Palma Indica, coccifera, an-
gulofa,

Ver. 441. fappadillas] This is a pleafant-tafted fivit, fomewhat
refembling a bergamot-pear, in {hape and colour. ‘The tree which
produces it, is large and fhady. Its leaves are of a fhining green ;
but the Aowers, which are monopetalous, are of a palilh white.
"The fruit is coronated when ripe, and contains, in its pulp, feveral
Iongiﬂ'_l black feeds. It is wholefome. Antigua produces the beft
fappadillas I ever tafted. The trivial name is Spanith, Botanifts
call it Cainito,

' : At
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At this difcovery: He declar’d his love;
She owg’d his merit, nor refus’d his hand. 453

Ano fhall not Hymen light his brighteft torch,
For this delighted pair? Ah, Junio knew,
His fire detefted his Theana’s houfe! —
Thus duty, reverence, gratitude, confpir'd
To check their happy union. He refolv’d 460
(And many a figh that refolution coft)
To pafs the time, till death his fire remov’d,
In vifiting old Europe’s letter'd climes :
While fhe (and many a tear that parting drew)
Embark’d, reluftant, for her native ifle, 465

Tro’ learned, curious, and tho” nobly bcnt, ‘
With each rare talent to adorn his mind,
His native land to ferve ; no joys he found.---
Yet fprightly Gaul ; yet Belgium, Saturn’s reign ;
Yet Greece, of old the feat of every Mufe, 470
Of freedom, courage ; yet Aufonia’s clime,
His fteps explor’d ; where painting, mufick’s

ftrains,

Where arts, where laws, (philofophy’s beft child),
With rival beauties, his attention claim’d,
To his juft-judging, his inftruted eye, 475
The all-perfeft Medicean Venus feem’d
A perfett femblance off his Indian fair:
But, when fhe fpake of love, her voice furpafs'd
* The harmonious warblings of Italian fong,

Twice
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Twice one long year elaps’d, when letters
came, 480
Which briefly told him of his father’s death.
Afflifted, filial, yet to Heaven refign’d,
Soon he reach’d Albion, and as foon embark’d,
Eager to clafp the objeét of his love.

Brow, profperous breezes ; f{wiftly fail, thou
Po: 485
Swift fail’d the Po, and happy breczes blew.

Ix Bifcay’s flormy feas an armed fhip,
Of force fuperior, from loud Charente’s wave
Clapt them on board, The frighted flying crew
Their colours ftrike; when dauntlefs Junio, fir'd
With noble indignation, kill’d the chief, 491
Who on the bloody deck dealt flaughter round.
The Gauls retreat ; the Britons loud huzza ;
And, touch’d with thame, with emulation ftung
So plied their cannon, plied their miffil fires, 495
That foon in air the haplefs Thunderer blew.

Brow, profperous Ereezes, fwiftly fail, thou Po,
May nomore dangerous fights retard thy way !

" Soon Porto Santo’s rocky heights they fpy,
Like clouds dim rifing in the diftant air. 500

 Ver, 499. Porto Santo] This is one of the Madeira Iflands,
and of courfe fubject to the King of Portugal. It lies in 32. 33
degrees of N, latitude. It is neither fo fruitful nor fo large as Ma-
deira Proper, and is chicfly peopled by conviéts, &c,

H Glad
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Glad Eurus whiltles ; laugh the fportive crew ;
Each fail is fet to catch the favouring gale,

While on the yard-arm the harpooner fits,
Strikes the Boneta, or the fhark infnares.

The fring’d Urtica {preads her purple form 505
To catch the gale, and dances o’er the waves:
Small winged‘ fifhes on the fhrouds alight ;

And beauteous dolphins gently played around.

Troveu fafter than the Tropic-bird they flew, .
Oft Junio cried, ah! when fhall we fee land ? 510

Wer. zo4. the Boneta,] This fith, which is equal in fize to the
largeft falmon, is only to be found in the warm latitudes. It is
not a delicate food, but thofe who bave lived for any length of
fime on falt meats at fea, do not diflike it. Sir Hans Sloane, in his
voyage to Jamaica, defcribes the method of firiking them.

Ver. 504. or the fhark] This voracious filh needs no de-
feription ; I have feen them from 15 to zo feet long. Some na-
turalifts call it Canis Carharias. They have been known to follow
a flave-fhip from Guinea to the Weft-Indies. They fivim with in-
credible celerity, and are found in fome of the warmer feas of Eu-
kope, as well as between the tropics. '

Ver. gos. Urtica] This filh the feamen call a Portuguele
man of war. It makes a moft beautiful appearance on the Water,

Ver. go7. winged filhes] This extraordinary fpecies of filh is
only found in the warm latitudes. Being purfued in the Water by
a filh of prey called Albacores, they betake themfelves in fhoals to
flight, and in the air are often fapt up by the Garayio, a fea
fowl. They fometimes fall on the fhrouds or decks of fhips.
They are well tafted, and commonly fold at Barbadoes.

Ver. go8. dolphins] This is a moft beautiful fith, when firft
taken out of the fea; but its beauty vanifhes, almoft as foon
as it is dead.

Ver. 509. Tropic-bird] The French call this bird Fregate, on
account of its fwift flyings It is only to be met with in the warm

latitudes.
Soon
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Soon land they made: and now in thought he
clafpt
His Indian bride, and deem’d his toils o’erpaid.

SuE, no lefs amorous, every evening walk’d
On the cool margin of the purple main,
Intent her Junio’s veflel to defcry. 515

OxEe eve, faint calms for many a day had
rag'd,
The winged dzmons of the tempeft rofe ;
Thunder, and rain, and lightning’s awful power.
She fled : could innocence, could beauty claim
Exemption from the grave; the mthereal bolt, 520
That ftretch’d her fpeechlefs, o’er her lovely
head
Had innocently roll’d :

Mean while, impatient Junie lept athore,
Regardlefs of the demons of the ftorm,
Ah, youth ! what woes, too great for man to

bear, 525

Are ready to burft on thee? Urge not fo
Thy {lying courfer. Soon Theana’s porch
Receiv’d him: at his fight, the ancient flaves
Affrighted fhriek, and to the chamber paint : —
Confounded, yet unknowing what they meant, 530
He entered hafty —

An! what a fight for one who lov’d fo well!

All pale and cold, in every feature death,
o Theana

W
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Theana lay ; and yet a glimpfe of joy

Played on her face, while with faint, faultering
voice, 535

She thus addreft the youth, whom yet fhe knew.

“ WEeLcomE, my Junio, to thy native fhore !

¢ Thy fight repays this fummons of my fate :

¢ Live, and live happy ; fometimes think of me:
By night, by day, you flill engag’d my care; 540
“ And, next to God, you now my thoughts em-

ploy :

¢ Accept of this = my little all I give;

* Would it were larger’” ~— Nature could no more ;
She look’d, embrac’d him, with a groan expir'd.

Buf fay, what flrains, what language can ex-
prefs 545
The thoufand pangs, which tore the lover’s breaft ?
Upon her breathlefs corfe himfelf he threw,
And to her clay-cold lips, with trembling hafte,
Ten thoufand kifles gave. He firove to fpeak; 549
Nor words he found ; he clafpt her in his arms;
He fight'd, he fwoon’d, look’d up, and died aways

OnE grave contains this haplefs, faithful pair;
And {till the Cane-ifles tell their matchlefs love !

The Exp of Booxk Il
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Hymn to the month of Fanuary, when crop begins,
Addrefs.  Planters have employment all the year
vound.  Planters fhould be pious. A ripe Cane-piece
on fire at midnight., Crop begun. Cane cutting de-
Jortbed, Effects of mufic. Great care requifite in
Seeding  the mill.  Humamity towards the maimed
recommended.  The tated Cane fhould not be
ground, Their ufe. How to preferve the laths and
mill-points from fudden fqualls, Addrefs to the Sun,
and praife. of Antigua. A cattle-mill defcribed, Care
of mules, Sc. Difeafes to which they are fubjeft, A
water-mill the leaft hable to interruption.  Common
in Guadaloupe and Martinico. Praife of Lord Rom-
ney.  The neceffity of a firong, clear fire, in boilings
Planters fhould always have a fpare fet of veffels, be-
caufe the iron furnaces are apt to crack, and copper

“weffels to melt.  The danger of throwing cold water
into a thorough heated furnace. Cleanlinefs, and fkim=
ming well, recommended. A boiling-houfe fhould be
lofty, and open at top, to the leeward. Conflituent
parts of vegetables. Sugar an effential falt. What
vetards its granulation. How to forward it. Dumb
Canc. Effeéls of it.  Briftol-lime the beft temper. Va-
rious ufes of Briftol lime. Good mufcovado deferibed.
Bermudas lime recommended.  The negroes fhould mot
be hindered from drinking the hot liquor, The cheer-

Sulnefs
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fulnefs and healthinefs of the megroes in crop-time,
Boilers.to be encouraged. They fhould neither . boil the
Sugar too little, nor too much. When the Sugar is of
200 loofe a grain, and about to boil over the teache, or
laft copper, a little greafe fetiles it, and makes it boil
clofer. The French often mix fand with their Sugars.
This praflice not_followed by the Englifk. A cha-
rafler. Of the fimmings. Their various ufes. Of
Rum. Iis praife. A Weft-India profpetl, when
crop is finifhed. An addrefls to the Creoles, to live
more upon their eftates than they do.  The reafons.
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FHHH ROM fcenes of deep difirefs, the hea-
e F B venly Mufe,

ol # Emerging joyous, claps her dewy
k}ék-}*’ wings.

As when a pilgrim, in the howling wafle,

Hath long time wandered, fearful at each ftep,
Of tumbling cliffs, fell ferpents, whelming bogss" 5
At laft, from fome long eminence, defcries

Fair haunts of focial life ; wide-cultur’d plains,
O’er which glad reapers pour; he cheerly fings:
So fhe to {prightlier notes her pipe attunes,

Than e’er thefe mountains heard ; to gratulate, 10
With duteous carols, the beginning ycar.

Harr,
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Harx, eldeft birth of time! in other climes,
In the old world, with tempefts uther'd in ;
While rifled nature thine appearance wails,

And favage winter wields his iron mace : 15

But not the rockieft verge of thefe green ifles,

Though mountains heap’d on mountains brave the
iky,

Dares winter, by his refidence, profane.

At times the ruffian, wrapt in murky ftate,

Inroads will, {ly, attempt ; but {oon the fun, 20

Benign proteftor of the Cane-land ifles,

Repels the invader, and his rude mace breaks.

Here, every mountain, every winding dell,

(Haunt of the Dryads; where, beneath the fhade

Of broad-leaf’d china, idly they repofe, 25

Ver. 17. Though mountains heap’d on mountains] “This par-
ticularly alludes to St. Kitt’s; where one of the higheft ridges of
that chain of mountains, which run through its center, from one
end of it to the other, bears upon it ancther mountain, which,
fomewhat refembling the legendary prints of the devil's carrying on
his fhoulders St. Chriftopher; of, as others write, of a giant, of
that appellation, carrying our Saviour, in the form of a child, in the
fame manner, through a deep fea ; gave name to this Ifland.

Ver. 25. Of broad-leaf”d china,] The leaves of this medicinal
tree are {o large, that the negroes commonly ufe them to cover
the water, which they bring in pails from the” mountain, where it
chiefly grows. The roots of this tree were introduced into Eu-
ropean practice, {oon after the venereal difeafe ; but, unlefs they
are frefh, it muft be confefled they poffefs fewer virtues than either
farfaparilla or lignum vite. It alio grows in China, and many
parts of the Eaft-Indies, where it is greatly recommended in the
gout, palfy, (ciatica, obftructions, and obftinate head-achs: but it
<an furely not effect the removal of thefe terrible diforders; fince,
in China, the people eat the frefh root, boiled with their meat, a5
we do turnips ; and the better fort, there, ufe a water diftilled from
it. The Spaniards call it Palo de China, The botanical name

is Smilax,
Charm’d
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Charm’d with the murmaur of the tinkling rill ;
Charm’d with the hummings of the neighbouring
hive ;)
Welcome thy glad approach : but chief the Cane,
Whofe juice now longs to murmur down the
fpout,
 Hails thy lov’d coming ; January, hail ! 30

O M#*** 1 thou, whofe polith’d mind contains
Each fcience ufeful to thy native ifle!
Philofopher, without the hermit’s fpleen !

Polite, yet learned ; and, tho’ folid, gay ! 34
Critic, whofe head each beauty, fond, admires;
Whofe heart each error flings in friendly fhade!
Planter, whofe youth{age cultivation taught

Each fecret leflon of her fylvan fchool :

To thee the Mufe a grateful tribute pays ;

She owes to thee the precepts-of her fong: 40
Nor wilt thou, four, refufe; though other cares,
The public welfare, claim thy bufy hour;

With her to roam (thrice pleafing devious walk)
The ripened cane-piece ; and, with her, to tafte
(Delicious draught !) the nefar of the mill! 45

Tue planter’s labour in a round revolves!
Ends with the year, and with the year begins.

Yz {wains, to Heaven bend low in grateful
Prayer,
Worfhip the Almighty; whofe kind-foftering

hand
Hath
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Hath bleft your labour, and hath given the Cane
To rife fuperior to each menac’d ill. 51

Nor lefs, ye planters, in devotion, fue,
That nor the heavenly bolt, nor cafual fpark,
Nor hand of malice, may the crop deftroy.

An me! what numerous, deafning bells, re-
found? ' 55
‘What cries of horror ftartle the dull {leep P
What gleaming brightne{s makes, at midnight, day,
By its portentous glare? Too:well I fee
Palezmon’s fate ; the virtuous, and the wife!
‘Where were ye,watches,when the flame burit forth?
A little care had then the hydra quell’'d: =~ 61
But, now, what clouds of white {fmoke load the
fky !
How ftrong, how rapid the combuftion pours!
Aid not, ye winds! with your deftroying breath,
The fpreading vengeance.— They ‘contemn my

prayer. - : 6 5

Rous’n by the deafning bells, the cries, the
blaze :
From every quarter, in tumultuous bands,
The Negroes rufh ; and *mid the crackling flames,
Plunge, demon-like! All, all, urge every nerve:
This way, tear up thofe Canes ; dath the fire out, 70
‘Which fweeps, with ferpent-error, o’er the ground.
There, hew thefe down; their topmoft branches
burn ;

And
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And here bid all thy watery engines play ;
For here the wind the burning deluge drives.

Ix vaim—More wide the blazing torrent rolls; 75
More loud it roars, more bright it fires the pole!
And toward thy manfion, {ee, it bends its way.
Hafte! far, O far, your infant-throng remove :

" Quick from your ftables drag your f{teeds and

mules : 0
With well-wet blankets guard your cyprefs-roofs 5
And where thy dried Canes in large ftacks are

pil'd, —

ErrorTs but ferve to irritate the flames :
Naught but thy ruin can their wrath appeafe.
Ah, my Palemon! what avail’d thy care,

Oft to prevent the carlieft dawn of day, 85
And walk thy ranges, at the noon of night?
What tho’ no ills aflail’d thy bunching {prouts,
And feafons pour’d obedient to thy will :

All, all muft peri{h ; nor thalt thou preferve
Wherewith to feed thy little orphan throng,  go

O, may the Cane-ifles know few nights, like
this !
For now the fail-clad points, impatient, wait
The hour of fweet releafe, to court the gale.
The late-hung coppers with to feel the warmth,

Ver. 81, And where thy dried Canes] The Cane-ftalks which
have been ground, are called Magofs j probably a corruption of
the French word Bagafle, which fignifies the fume thing. They
make an excellent fewel,

I Which
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Which well-dried fewel from the Cane imparts: g3
The Negro-train, with placid looks, furvey

Thy fields, which full perfeftion have attain’d,
And pant to wield the bill : (no furly watch
Dare now deprive them of the lufcious cane :)
Nor thou, my friend, their willing ardour check:
Encourage rather ; cheerful toil is light. 101
So from no field, fhall flow-pac’d oxen draw
More frequent loaded wanes; which many a day,
And many a night fhall feed thy crackling mills
With richeft offerings : while thy far-feen flames,
‘Burfting thro’ many a chimney, bright emblaze 106
The Athiop-brow of night. And fee, they pour
{ Ere Phofphor his pale circlet yet withdraws,
‘What time grey dawn ftands tip-toe on the hill,)
O’er the rich Cane-grove : Mule, their labour fing.

Sowme bending, of their faplefs burden eafe 111
The yellow jointed canes, (whofe height exceeds
A mounted trooper, and whofe clammy round
Meafures two inches full ;) and near the root
Lop the ftem off, which quivers in their hand 115
With fond impatience: foon its branchy fpires,
(Food to thy cattle) it refigns; and foon
It’s tender prickly tops, with eyes thick fet,

To load with future crops thy long-hoed land. 119
Thefe with their green, their pliant branches bound,
(For not a part of this amazing plant,

But ferves fome ufeful purpofe) charge the young :
Not lazinefs declines this eafy toil ;

Even lamenefs, from its leafy pallet, crawls,
To
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To join the favoured gahg. ‘What of the Cane 125

Remains, and much the largeft part remains,

Cut into junks a yard in length, and tied

In fmall light bundles; load the broad-wheel’d
wane,

The mules crook-harneft, and the fturdier crew,

With fweet abundance. Ason Lincoln-plains 130

(Ye plains of Lincoln, found your Dyer’s praife!)

' When the lav’d fnow-white flocks are numerous.
penn’d ;

The fenior fwains, with fharpen’d fhears, cut off

The fleecy veftment; others ftir the tar;

And fome imprefs, upon their captives fides, 135

Their mafter’s cypher ; while the infant throng

Strive by the horns to hold the ftruggling ram,

Proud of their prowefs. Nor mean while the jeft

Light-bandied round, but innocent of ill;

Nor choral fong are wanting: ecccho rings. 140

Nor need the driver, Ethiop authoriz'd,
Thence more inhuman, crack his horrid whip;
From fuch dire founds the indignant mufe averts
Her virgin-ear, where mufic loves to dwell :

"Tis malice now, ’tis wantonnefs of power 145
To lafh the laughing, labouring, finging throng.

WaaT cannot fong? all nature feels its power .
The hind’s blithe whiftle, as thro’ ftubborn foils
‘He drives the fhining fhare; more than the goad,

His tardy fteers impels,—The mulc hath {een, 150
Iz When._
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When health danc’d frolic in her youthful veins,
And vacant gambols wing’d the laughing hours;
The mufe hath feen on Annan’s pafloral hills, :
Of theft and {laughter erft the fell retreat,

But now the thepherd’s beft-beloved walk: 155
Hath feen the fhepherd, with his fylvan pipe, -
Lcad on his flock o’er crags, thro’ bogs, and firedms,
A tedious journey ; yet not weary they,

Drawn by the enchantment of his artlefs fong. 159
What cannot mufic ?—When brown Ceres alks
The reapers fickle ; what like magic found,

Puff’d from fonorous bellows by the [queeze

Of tuneful artift can the rage difarm

Of the fwart dog-far, and make harveft light ?

Axp now thy mills dance eager in the gale; 163
Fezd well their eagernefs :* but O beware;
Nor truft, between the fteel-cas’d cylinders,
The hand incautious: off the member fnapt
* Thou’lt ever rue; fad {petacle of woe!
ARE

Ver. 168. Off the member {napt] This accident will {ome-
times happen, ei‘peciaﬂy in the night ; and the unfortunate wretch
maft fall a victim to his imprudence or fleepinefs, if a hatchet do
not immediately firike off the entangled member ; or the mill be
not inftantly put out of the wind.

Pere Labat fays, he was informed the Englith were wont, as a
punifhment, thus to grind their negroes to death. But one may
venture to affirm this punifhment never had the fanction of law;
. and if any Englifiman ever did grind his negroes to death, I will
take upon me to aver, he was univerfally detefted by his coun-
trymen.

Indeed the bare fufpicion of fuch a piece of barbarity leaves a
ftain : and therefore authors cannot be too cautious of admitting
: into
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Are there, the mufe can {carce believe the tale 3
Are there, who, loft to every feeling fenfe, 171
To reafon, intereft loft ; their flaves defert,

And manumit them, generous boon ! to ftarve
Maim’d by imprudence, or the hand of Heaven ?
The good man feeds his blind, hisaged fteed, 175
That in his fervice fpent his vigorous prime:

And dares a mortal to his fellow-man,

(For {pite of vanity, thy flaves are men)

Deny proteftion? Mufe, {fupprefs the tale.

Y= ! who in bundles bind the lopt-off Canes; 180
But chiefly ye ! who feed the tight-brac’d mill ;
In feparate parcels, far, the infefted fling:

Of bad Cane-juice the lealt admixture {poils
The richeft, foundeft ; thus, in paftoral walks,
One tainted fheep contaminates the fold. 185

Nor yet to dung-heaps thou refign the canes,
Which or the fun hath burnt, or rats have gnaw’d,
Thefe, to fmall junks reduc’d, and in huge cafks
Steept, where no cool winds blow; do thou fer-

ment : .~

into_their writings, any infinuation that bears hard on the hu-
manity of a pecple.

Dzily obfervation affords but too many proofs, where domeftic
flavery” does not obtain, of the fatal confequences of indulged
Paflion and revenge ; but where one man is’ the abfolute property
of another, thofe paffions may perhaps receive additional activity:
Planters, therefore, cannot be too much on their guard again(t the
Arft fallies of paffion; as by indulgence, paffion, likea favourite,
will at Jaft grow independently powerful,

Ig Then,
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Then, when from his entanglements inlarg’d, 190
Th’ evafive {pirit mounts, by Vulcan’s aid,

(Nor Amphitryte will her help deny,)

Do thou through all his winding ways purfue
The runaway ; till, in thy fparkling bowl
Confin’d, he dances; more a friend to life, 195
And joy, than that Nepenthe, fam’d of yore,
‘Which Polydamna, Thone’s imperial queen.
Taught Jove-born Helen on the banks of Nile,

As on old ocean, when the wind blows high,
The cautious mariner contraéts his fail ; 200
So here, when {qualy burfts the {peeding gale,

If thou from ruin wouldft thy poeints preferve,
Lefs-bellying canvafs to the {ftorm oppofe,

Y&t the faint breeze oft flags on liftlefs wings,
Nor tremulates the coco’s airieft arch, 205
‘While the red fun darts deluges of fire ;
And foon (if on the gale thy crop depend,)
‘Will all thy hopes of opulence defeat,

¢ Inrormer of the planetary train [
Source undiminifhed of all-cheering light, 210
Of rofeat beauty, and heart-gladd’ning joy !
Fountain of Being, on whofe witer broods
The organic fpirit, principle of life !
Lord of the Sealons! whe in courtly pomp

Ver. 192. Amphitryte] A mixture of fea water; it is a real
improvement in the diftillation of rum.

Lacquay
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Lacquay thy Prefence, and, with glad difpatch, 215
Pour at thy bidding, o’ér the land and fea !
Parent of Vegetation, whofe fond grafp

The Sugar-cane difplays; and whofe green car
Soft-ftealing dews, with liquid pearls adorn’d,
Fat-foftering rains, and buxom genial airs 220
Attend triumphant! Why, ah ‘why fo oft,

Why hath Antigua, fweetly focial ifle,

Nurfe of each art; where {cience yet finds friends
Amid this wafte of waters; wept thy rage?

Trex truft not, planter, to the unfteddy gale; 225
But in Tobago’s endlefs forefts fell :
The tall tough hiccory, or calaba.

Of this, be forc’d two pillarsin the ground,
Four paces diftant, and two cubits high :
Other two pillars raife; the wood the fame, 230

Ver. 222. Why hath Antigua,] This beautiful ifland lies in 16
degrees and 14 min. N. lat. ~ It was long uninhabited on account
of its wanting frefh-water rivers ; but is now more fully peopled,
and as well culcivated as any of the leeward iflands, In a feafon-
able year, it has made 30,000 hogfheads of fugar. It has no very
high” mountains. The foil is, in general, clayey. The water of
the body-ponds may be ufed for every purpofe of life, Antigua is
well fortified, and has a good militia.

Ver. 227. hicco This is a lofty fpreading tree, of very hard
wood, exccllenr.'ly'y:;gapted to the ;Jarm};:ofes of the mill-wright.
The nut, whoft fhell is thick, hard, and roughifh, contains an
agreeable and wholefome kernel. It grows in great abundance in
St. Croix, Crab-Ifland and Tobago.

. Ver, 227. calaba.] This lofty tree is commonly called Maftic:
itis a hardgwood, and is found in the places where the hiccory
grows. The flowers are yellow, and are fiicceeded by a fiuic,
which bears a diftant refemblance to a fhrub,

Of
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Of equal fize and height:  The calaba

Than fteel more durable, contemns the rain,

And fun’s intenfeft beam ; the worm, that peft

Of mariners, which winds its fatal way

Through heart of Britifh oak, reluftant leaves 235

The clofer calaba.—By tranf{verfe beams

Secure the whole; and in the! pillar’d frame,

Sink, artift, the vaft bridge-tree’s mortis’d form

Of ponderous hiccory ; hiccory time defies :

To this be nail’d three polifh’d iron plates; 240

‘Whereon, three fteel Capouces, turn with eafe,

Of three long rollers; twice-nine inches round,

‘With iron cas’'d, and jagg'd with many a cogg.

The central Cylinder exceeds the reft

In portly fize, thence aptly Captain nam’d. 243

To this be rivetted th® extended fweeps ;

And harnefs to each {fweep two feafoned mules :

They pacing round, give motion to the whole,

The clofe brac’d cylinders with cafe revolve

On their greas’d axle; and with eafe reduce” 230

To trath, the Canes thy negroes throw between.

Faft flows the liquour through the lead-lin'd {pouts ;

And, depurated by oppofing wires,

In the receiver floats a limpid ftream.

So twice five caftks, with mufcovado £ll'd, 255

Shall from thy ftaunchions drip, ere Day’s bright
god

Hath in the Atlantic fix times cool’d his wheels.

"
Wouvspst thou againft calamity provide ?
Let
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Let a well fhingled roof, from Raleigh’s land,
Defend thy ftock from noon’s inclement blaze, 260
And from night-dews; for night no refpite knows.

Nor, when their deftin’d labour is perform’d,
Be thou atham’d to lead the panting mules
(The mufe, foft parent of each focial grace, 264
With eyes of love God’s whole creation views)
To the warm pen; where copious forage ftrowed,;
And ftrenuous rubbing, renovate their firength.
So, fewer ails, (alas, how prone to ails!)
Their days fhall {horten; ah, too thort at beft!

Tor not, even then, my friend, art thou fecure
From fortune: fpite of all thy fteady care, 272
What ills, that laugh to {corn Machaon’s arty
Await thy cattle ! farcy’s tabid form,

Ver. 2¢9. Raleighs land,] Sir Walter Ralci%‘lh gave the name
of Virginia, in honour of Q. Elizabeth, to thew cle of the noith-
eaft of North America, which Sebaftian Cabot, a native of Briftol,
(though others call him a Venetian,) firft difcovered, A. D. 1497,
in the time of K. Henry VII. by whom he was employed; but no
advantages could be reaped from this difcovery, on account of the
various difturbances that enfued in England during the fucceeding
reigns, till about the year 1584, Q. Elizabeth gave Sir Welter
Raieigh a patent for all fuch land, from 33. to 4o. N lat. ashe
fliould chule to fettle with Englith, referving only to the crown &
fifth parc of zll the gold and filver which [hould therein be- difto-
vered, in lieu of a%l fervices, - Accordingly feveral embarkations
were fitted out from England, but all to no purpofe. Some farther
attempts, however, were made o fettle this pare of the country in
the fucceeding reign ; but it was not till the year 1620, that a re-
gular form of government took place. Then was tobacco plancd,
and negroes imported into Virginia. Since that time it has-gradu-
ally improved, and does not now contain fewer than 100,c0c white
%t‘ople of bétter condition, befides twice as many f{tryants and flaves.
“he beft (hingles come from Egg-Harbour,

Joint-
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Joint-racking fpafms, and cholic’s pungent pang,
Need the mufe tell ? which, in one lucklefs moon,
Thy fheds difpeople; when perhaps thy groves, 276
To full perfeétion fhot, by day, by night,
Indefinent demand their vigorous toil.

Tuen happieft he, for whom the Naiads pour,
From rocky urns, the never-ceafing fiream,
To turn his rollers with unbought difpatch,

In Karukera’s rich well-water’d ifle !
In Matanina! boaft of Albion’s arms,
The brawling Naiads for the planters toil, 284
Howe’er unworthy ; and, through.folemn fcenes,

Romantic, cool, with rock and woods between,
Enchant the fenfes! but among thy fwains,

Sweet Liamuiga! who fuch blifs can boaft ?

Yes, Romney, thou may’ft boaft ; of Britifh heart,
Of courtly manners, join'd to antient worth: 290,
Friend to thy Britain’s every blood-earn’d right,
From tyrants wrung, the many or the few.

By wealth, by titles, by ambition’s lure,

Not to be tempted from fair honour’s path :
While others, falfely flattering their Prince, 295
Bold difapprov’d, or by oblique furmife

Their terror hinted, of the people arm’d ;
Indignant, in the fenate, he uprofe,

Ver. 282. Karukera] The Indian name of Guadaloupe.

Ver. 283. Matanina] The Caribbean name of Mardp';co.—Thc
Havannah™ had not been taken by the Englifh, when this poem was

written, Kt
na,
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And, with the well-urg’d energy of zeal,

Their {pecious, fubtle {ophiftry difprov’d;  goo
The importance, the neceflity difplay’d,

Of civil armies, freedom’s fureft guard

Nor in the fenate didft thou only win

The palm of eloquence, fecurely bold ; 304
But rear’dft thy banners, fluttering in the wind :
Kent, fromeach hamlet, pour'd her marfhal’d fwains,
To hurl defiance on the threatening Gaul.

Tuv foaming coppers well with fewel feed ;
Yor a clear, flrong, continued fire improves
Thy mufcovado’s colour, and its graim,— 310
Yet vehement heat, protrafted, will confume
Thy veflels, whether from the martial mine,
Or from thine ore, bright Venus, they are drawn ;
Or hammer, or hot fufion, give them form.
If prudence guides thee then, thy ftores fhall hold
Of well-fiz’d veffels a complete fupply : 316
For every hour, thy boilers ceale to fkim,
{(Now Cancer reddens with the folar ray,)
Defeats thy honeft purpofes of gain.

Noxr {mall the rifque, (when piety, or chance,
Force thee from boiling to defift) to lave 321

Ver. 312. Thy veflels,] The veflels, wherein the Cane-juice is
reluced to Sugar by coétion, are made of iron or of copper. Each
forc hath its advantages and difadvantages. The teache, or fmall-
eft veffel from whence the Sugar is laved into the coaler, is gene-
rally copper. When it melts, it can be patched; but, when the
large fort of veflels, called iron-farnaces, crack, which they are
05 apt to do, no further ufe can be made of them.

: Thy
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Thy heated furnace, with the gelid ftream.

The chemift knows, when all-diffolving fire
Bids the metalline ore abruptly flow ;

What dread explofions, and what dire effeéls, 325
A few cold drops of water will produce.
Uncautious, on the novel fluid thrown.

» For grain and colour, wouldft thou win, my
friend,
At every curious mart, the conftant palm ?
- Q’er all thy works let cleanlinefs prefide, 330
Child of frugality ; and as the fcum :
Thick mantles o’er the boiling wave, do thou
The fcum that mantles carefully remove.

Frowum bloating dropfy, from pulmonic ails, 334
Wouldft thou defend thy boilers, (prime of {laves,)
For days, for nights, for weeks, for months, involv’d
In the warm vapour’s all-relaxing fteam ?

Thy boiling houfe be lofty : all atop

Open, and pervious to the Fropic breeze ; 339
‘Whofe cool perflation,wooed through many a grate,
Difpels the {team, and gives the lungs to play.

Tre kill'd in chemia, boalt of modern arts,
Know from experiment, the fire of truth,
In many a plant that oil, and acid juice,
And ropy mucilage, by nature live: 345

Ver. 339. Open, and pervious] This allo affifts the chryftalli-
zation of Sugar.
; Thefe,
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Thefe, envious, ftop the much defir'd embrace
Of the effential falts, tho’ coétion bid
The aqueous particles to mount in air.

"Mouxe falts effential, fugar wins the palm,
For tafte, for colour, and for various ufe: 350
And, in the ne@ar of the yelloweft cane,
Much acor, eil, and mueilage abound :
But in the lefs mature, from mountain-land,
Thefe harfh intruders fo redundant float,
Mufter fo ftrong, as fcarce to be fubdu'd. 3355

MusE, fing the ways to quell them. Some ule
Cane,

That Cane whofe juices, to the tongue apply’d,
; In

_ Ver. 350. For tafte, for colour, and for various ufez] It were
impoffible, in the thort limits of a note, to ennmerate the various
ufes of Sugar; and, indeed, as thefe are in general fo well known;
it is needlefs. - A few properties of it, however, wherewith the
learned are not cnmmonfy acquainted, I fhall menzion. In fome
places of the Eaft-Indies, an excellent arrack is made from the Sugar-
eane: And, in Sonth-America, Sugar is ufed as an antidote againfk
one of the moft fudden, as well as fatal poifons in_the world,
Taken by mouth, * pocula morte carent,” this poifon is quite Etf-
nocent; but the flighteft wound made by an- arrow, whofe point is
tinged therewith, proves immediate death ; for, by driving all the
blood of the body immediately to the heart, it forthwith burfts i,
The fifh and birds killed by thefe poifoned arrows Sin the ufe of
which the Indians are aftonilhingly expert) are perfeétly wholefome
to feed on.  See Ulloa and De la Condamine’s account of the great
Tiver of Amazon. It is a vegetable preparation.

Ver. 357. That Cane] This, by the natives, is emphatically
talled the Dumb Cane ; for a fmall quantity of its juice being
Tubbed on the brim of a drinking veffel, whoever drinks out of it,
foon after will have his lips anf tongue enormoufly fwelled. A

Phyfician, however, who wrote a fhort account of the difeafes of
K Jamaica,
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In filence lock it, fudden, and conftrain’d,
(Death to Xantippe,) with diftorting pain.

Nor is it not effeftual : but wouldft thou g6a
Have rival brokers for thy cades contend ;
Superior arts remain,—8mall cafks provide,
Replete with lime-ftone thoroughly calcin’d,

And from the air {fecur’d : this Briftol fends,
Briftol, Britannia’s fecond mart and eye! 365

Nor “to thy watets only truft for fame,”
Briftol ; nor to thy beamy diamonds truft:
Tho’ thefe oft deck Britannia’s lovely fair;
And thofe oft fave the guardians of her realm.
"Thy marble quarries claim the voice of praife, 370
‘Which rich incrufts thy Avon banks, {weet banks !
Tho’ not to you young Shakefpear, Fancy’s child,
All-rudely warbled his firfk woodland notes ;
Tho’ not your caves, while terror ftalk’d around,
Saw him cffay to clutch the ideal fword, 375
With drops of blood diftain’d : yet, lovely banks,
"On you reclin’d, another tun’d his pipe;
Whom all the Mufes emuloufly love,
And in whofe ftrains your praifes fhall endure,
'While to Sabrina fpeeds your healing fiream. 380

Jamaica, in Charles IL’s time, recommends it both by the mouth
and externally, in dropfical and other cafes: But I cannot fay. I
have had any experience of its efficacy in thefe diforders. It grows
wild in the mountains ; and, by its ufe in Sugar-making, ihould
feem to-be fomewhat of an alcalefcent nature. It grows to four
feet high, having, at the top, two green fhining leaves, about nine
lnches%ong; and, between thefe, a {fmall fpire emerges.

Bristol,
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Bristor, without thy marble, by the flame
Calcin’d to whitenefs, vain the ftately reed
Would fwell with juice mellifluent; heat would

{foon
The ftrongeft, beft-hung furnaces, confume.
Without its aid the cool-imprifon’d ftream, 385
Scldom allow’d to view the face of day,
Tho’ late it roam’d a denizen of air;
- Would fteal from its involuntary bounds,
And, by {ly windings, fet itfelf at large.
But chief thy lime the experienc’d boiler loves, 390
Nor loves ill-founded ; when no other art
Can bribe to union the coy floating falts,
A proper portion of this precious duft,
Caft in the wave, (fo fhowers alone of gold
Could win fair Danae to the God’s embrace :)
With neéflar’d mufcovado foon will charge 39_6
Thy fhelving ceolers, which, feverely prefs’d
Between the fingers, not refolves ; and which
Rings in the calk; and ora light-brown hue,
Or thine, more precious filvery-grey, affumes. 400

Tue fam’d Bermuda’s ever-healthy ifles,
More fam’d by gentle Waller’s deathlefs ftrains,
Than for their cedars, which, infulting, fly
Q’er the wide ocean ; *mid their rocks contain
A ftone, which, when calcin’d, (experience fays,)
Is only fecond to Sabrina’s lime. 400

K 2 Waire
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Warre flows the juice mellifluent from the Cane,
Grudge not, my friend, to let thy {laves, each morn,
But chief the fick and young, at'fetting day,
Them{elves regale with ‘oft-repeated draughts 410
Of tepid Ne&tar; fo fhall health and fhrength
Confirm thy Negroes, and make labour light.

Wires flame thy chimneys, while thy coppers
foam,

How blithe, how jocund, the plantation fmiles !
By day, by night, refounds the choral fong 415
Of glad barbarity ; ferene, the fun
Shines not intenfely hot ;. the trade-wind blows :
‘How fweet, how filken, is its noon-tide breath ?
While to far climes the fell deftroyer, Death,
Wings his dark flight. Then {cldom pray for rain :
Rather for cloudlefs days thy prayers prefer; 421
For, if the fkies too frequently relent,
Crude flows the Cane-juice, and will long elude
The boiler’s warieft fkill : thy Canes will {pring
To an unthrifty loftinefs; or, weigh'd 425
Down by their load, (Ambition’s curfe,) decay.

Excouract thou thy boilers; much depends |

On thair fkill’d efforts. If too foon they ilrike,
Ere

Ver. 428. If too foon they firike,] Vhen the Cane-juice is
granulated fufficiently, which is known by the Sugdr's fticking to
the ladle, and roping like a fyrup, but breaking oft from its edges;
it is poured into a cooler, where, its f[urface being {moothed, the
chryltallization is foon completed. -This is called firiking. The
general precept is to temper high, and firike low, when the M:;F-

covade
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Ere all the watery particlés have fled 5

Or lime fufficient g’t‘-amilart?e the juice : 430
In vain the thick’ningiliquor is effus'd ;

An heterogenéous, an uncertain mafs,

And ‘never in thy coolers to condenfe.

Og, . plaiiter, if the coflion they prolong
Beyond its ftated time ; the vifcous wave 435
Will in! huge flinty maffes chryftallize,

Which forceful fingers fearce can crumble down
And which with its melafles ne’er will part :

Yet this, faft-dripping in neftarious drops,

Not only betters what rémains, but when 440
With art fermented, yields a noble wine,

Fhan which nor Gallia, nor the Indian clime,
Where rolls the Ganges, can a nobler fhow.

So mifers in their coffers lock that gold;
Which, if allowed at liberty to roam, 445
Would better them, and benefit mankind.

Ix the laft coppers, when the embrowning wave
With fudden fury fwells; fome greafe immix’d,
The foaming tumult fudden will compofe,

And force to union the divided grain. 459

covado is of a proper confiltence, it -is dug ont of the cooler, and
put into hogtheads; this is called potting., The calks being placed
pon [tauncgir-lions, the melaffes drips from them into a ciftern, made
ou purpofe, below them,, to receive it. The Sugar, is {ufficiently
ured, when the hogfhead rings npon being ‘fhruck witha fhick;
and when the two canes, which are pue into every cafk, fhew no
Melafles upon them, when drawn out of it.

K 3 So
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So when two fwarms in airy battle join,

The winged heroes heap the bloody field ;
Until fome duft, thrown upward in the fky,
Quell the wild conflift, and {weet peace reftore.

Farse Gallia's fons, that hoe the ocean-ifles, 455
Mix with their Sugar, loads of worthlefs: fand,
Fraudful, their weight of {fugar to increafe.

Far be fuch guile from Britain’s honeft' {wains,
Such arts, awhile, the unwary may furprife,

And benefit the impoflor; but, ere long, 460
The fkilful buyer will the fraud deteét,

And, with abhorrence, reprobate the name.

Fortuxe had crown’d Avaro’s younger years,
With a vaft tra& of land, on which the Cane
Delighted grew, nor alk’d the toil of art. 465
The Sugar-bakers deem’d themfelves fecure
Of mighty profit, could they buy his cades;

For, whitenefs, hardnefs, to the leeward crop,
Iis mufcovado gave. But, not content

With this pre-eminence of honelt gain, 470
He bafer fugars ftarted in his cafks;

His own, by mixing fordid things, debas’d,

One year the fraud fucceeded ; wealth immenfe
Flowed in upon him, and he bleft his wiles :
Then next, the brokers fpurn’d the adulterate mafs,
Both on the Avon and the banks of Thame. 476

Be
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B thrifty, planter, even thy hiimmings fave s
For, planter, know, the refufe of the Cane

Serves needful purpofes. Are barbecues
The cates thou lov’ft ? What like rich {kimmings

-]

feed 480
The grunting, briftly kind ? Your labouring mules

They foon invigorate: give old Baynard thele, -
Untir'd he trudges in his deftin’d round ;
Nor need the driver crack his horrid lafh.

Yer, with fmall quantities indulge the fteed, 485
Whom fkimmings ne’er have fatten’d : elle, too
fond,
So gluttons ‘ufc, he’ll cat intemperate meals ;
And, ftaggering, fall the prey of ravening fharks.

Bur fay, ye boon companions, in what ftrains,
What gratcful ftrains, fhall 1 record the praife 490
Of their beft produce, heart-recruiting rum ?
Thrice wholefome fpirit! well-matur’d with age,
Thrice grateful to the palate! when, with thirft,
With heat, with labour, and wan care opprefs’d,
I quaff thy bowl, where fruit my hands have

cull’d, 495
Round, golden fruit ; where water from the {pring,
Which dripping coolnefs fpreads her umbrage

round j i
With hardeft, whiteft fugar, thrice refin’d ;
Dilates my foul with genuine joy 3 low care

I fpurn indignant ; toil a pleafure feems, 500
For
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For not Marne’s flowery banks, nor Tille’s green
bounds, :

‘Where Ceres with the God of wvintage reigns,

In happieft union; not Vigornian hills,

Pomona’s lov'd abode, afford to man

Goblets more priz’d or laudable of tafte, 505

To flake parch’d thirft, ‘and miiigate the: clime.

Y e, mid this'bleft ebriety, fome tears,

For friends I left in Albion’s diftant ifle,

For Johnion, Percy, White, efcape mine eyes:

For her, fair Auth’refs! whom firt Calpe’s rocks

A fportive infant faw ; and whofe green'years 511

True' genius bleft with her benignefl gifts

Of happieft fancy. O, were ye all here,

O, were y¢ here; with him, my Pzon’s fon !

Long-known, of worth approv’d, thrice candid
foul ! 515

How would your converfe charm the lonely hour?

Your converfe, where mild wifdom tempers mirth 3

And charity, the petulance of wit;

How would your converfe polifh my rude lays,

With what new, noble images adorn ? 520

Then fhould I fcarce regret the banks of Thames,

“¥er. gor. Marne’s flowery banks, nor Tille’s] Twa rivers'in
France, along whofe banks grow the beft Burgundy and Cham-
pagne grapes. -

Ver. g10. Forher; faiv Auth’refs ] Mrs. Lennox.
: AR
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All as we fat beneath that fand-box ﬂ*?adc;
Whence the delighted eye expatiates wide
O’er the fair landfcape ; where, in lovelieft forms,
Green cultivation hath array’d the land. 525

Ser! there, what mills, like giants raife their
arms,

To quell the {peeding gale ! what fmoke afcends
" From every boiling houfe! what ftruétures rife,
Neat though not lofty, pervious to the breeze;
With galleries, porches, or piazzas grac’d! 530
Nor not delightful are thofe red-built huts,
On yonder hill, that front the rifing f{un;
With plantanes, with banana’s bofom’d-deep,
That flutter in the wind : where frolick goats,
Butt the young negroes, while their fwarthy fires,
With ardent gladnefs wield the bill ; and hark, 536
The crop is finith'd, how they rend the fky !—

Nor, beauteous only fhows the cultured foily
From this cool ftation. No lefs charms the eye
That wild interminable wafte of waves: 549

Ver. 522. fand-box] 8o called, from the &ericar jum’s being
often made ufe of for containing fand ; when the feeds, which are.
a violent emetic, are taken out. This is a fine fhady tree, efpeci-
ally when young; and its leaves are cfficacionfly applied in bead-
achs to the temples, which they fweat. 1t grows faft; but lofes
much of its beanty by age. 1Ifs wood js brittle, and when cut
emits a milky juice, wﬁich is not cauftic. The fand-box thrives
beft in warm fhady places. The fun often fplits the pericarpium,
which then cracks like a piftol. It is round, flatzed both above and
below, and divided into a great number of regular compartments,
each of which contains one feed flated ovularly, The botapical

Lame is Hura,
While
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While on the horizon’s fartheft verge are feen
Iflands of different fhape, and different fize;
While fail-clad fhips, with their fiveet produce
fraught,
Swell on the ftraining fight ; while near yon rock,
On which ten thoufand wings with: ceafelefs clang
Their airies build, a water-fpout defcends, 546
And fhakes mid ocean; and while there below,
That town, embowered in the different fhade
Of tamarinds, panfpans, and papaws, o’er which
A double Iris throws her painted arch, 550
Shows commerce toiling in each crowded fireet,
And each throng’d ftreet with limpid currents lav'd.

Waaar tho’ no bird of fong, here charms the fenfe
‘With her wild minftrelfy ; far, far beyond,
The unnatural quavers of Hefperion throats! 555
Tho’ the chafe poet of the vernal woods,

WVer. 549. penfpans,] Sce the notes on Book II.

Ver. 549. papaws,] This fingular tree, whofe fruits farround
its fummit immediately under the branches and leaves, like a neck-
lace l:‘gmws quicker than almoft any other in the Weft-Indies. The
wood is of no ufe, being {pongy, hollow, and herbacious; bow-
‘ever, the bloffoms and finit make excellent {west-meats ; but above

all, the juice of the fruit being rubbed on a {pit, will intenerate
new killed fowls, &c. a circumflance of great confequence in a
climate, where the warmth foon renders whatever meats are at-
tempted to be made tender by keeping, unfit for culinary purpofes.
Nor will it only intenerate frefh meat ; but, being boiled with
{alted beef, will render it eafiy digeftible. Its milky juice is fome-~
times ufed to cure ringworms. It is faid, that the guts of hogs
would in time be lacerated, were they to feed on the ripe, unpeeled
fruit. Its feed is faid to be anthelmintic, The botanical name is
Papaya,

e That
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That fhuns rude folly’s din, delight not here

The liftening eve; and tho’ no herald-lark

Here leave his couch, high-towering to defcry

The approach of dawn, and hail her with his fong:

Yet not unmufical the tinkling lapfe 561

Of yon cool argent rill, which Pheebus gilds

With his firft orient rays; yet mufical,

Thofe buxom airs that through the plantanes play,

And tear with wantonnefs their leafy fcrolls; 565

Yet not unmufical the waves hoarfe found,

That dathes, fullen, on the diftant fhore ;

Yet mufical thofe little infe&ts hum, '

That hover round us, and to reafon’s ear,

Deep, moral truths convey ; while every beam 3570

Flings on them tranfient tints, which vary when

They wave their purple plumes; yet mufical

The love-lorn cooing of the mountain-dove,

That woos to pleafing thoughtfulnefs the foul ;

But chief the brecze, that murmurs through yon
Canes, 575

Enchants the ear with tunable delight.

Wirs fuch fair fcenes adorn thefe blifsful ifles
Why will their fons, ungrateful, roam abroad ?
Why fpend their opulence in other climes 2

Sav, is pre-eminence your partial aim ?—= 580
Diftin&ion courts you here ; the fenate calls.

Here, crouching flaves, attendar.. wait your nod :
' While .
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While there, unnoted, but for folly’s garb,
For folly’s jargon ; your dull hours ye pafs,
Eclips’d by titles, and fuperior wealth. 585

Dozs martial ardour fire your generous veins?
Fly to your native ifles : Bellona, there,
Hath long time reai’d her bloody flag; thefe ifles
Your ftrenuous arms demand ; for ye are brave !
Nor longer to the lute and tabor’s found 590
‘Weave antic meafures. O, could my weak {ong,
O could my fong, like his, heaven-favoured bard,
‘Who led defponding Sparta’s oft-beat hofts,
To viftory, to glory; fire your fouls
‘With Englifh ardor! for now England’s fwains 595
(The Man of Norfolk, fwains of England, thank ;)
All emulous, to Freedom’s ftandard fly,
And drive invafion from their native fhore:
How would my foul exult with confcious pride;
Nor grudge thofe wreaths Tyrtzus gain’d of
yore, 600

Or, are ye fond of rich luxurious cates 7
Can aught in Europe emulate the pine,
Or fruit forbidden, native of your ifles?
-Sons of Apicius, fay, can Europe’s {eas,
Can aught the edible creation yields, 6os

Ver. ¢o6. The Man of Norfols,) The Honourable General
George Townlhend,

J

Compare
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Compare with turtle, boaft of land ;nd wave ?
Can Europe’s {eas, in all their finny realms,
Aught fo delicious as the Jew-fifh thow ?

Tell me what viands, land or"ftreams produce,
The large, black, female, moulting crab excel ?

A richer flavour not wild Cambria’s hills, 611
Nor Scotia’s rocks, with health and thyme o'er-
fpread,

Give to their flocks; than, lone Barduda, you,

Than you, Anguilla, to your fheep impart.

Even Britain’s vintage, here, improv’'d, we quaff;

Even Lufitanian, even Hefperian wines. 616

Thofe from the Rhine’s imperial banks (poor Rhine!

How have thy banks been died with brother-
blood ?

Ver. 608, Jew-filh] This, tho® a very Jarge, is one of the moft
elicate fithes that fwim ; being preferable to caramaw, king-fifl,
or camaree : f{ome even chufe it before turtle. The Jew- fh is
often met with at Antigna, which enjoys the happinels of having

" on its coaft few, if any, poifonous filhes.

Ver. 613. Barbuda,] Thisis a low, and not large ftock-ifland,
belonging to the Codrington family. Part of this ifland, as alfo
two plantations in Barbadoes, were left by Colonel Chriﬁop!mr
Codrington, for building a College in Barbadocs, and eonverting
. Negroes to the Chriftian Religion.

Ver. 614. Anguilla,] This ifland is about 30 miles long and
ten broad. Though not mountainous, it is rocky, and abounds
with ftrong pafles; fo that a few of its inhabitants, who are indeed
expert in the ufe of fire-arms, repulfed, with great flanghter, 2
confiderable detachment of French, who made a defcent thereon
in the war preceding the laft. Cotton and cattle are its chief com-
medities. Many of the inhabitants are rich ; the captain-genera
of the Leeward-1flands nominates the governor and council, They
haye no affembly.

L Unnatural



<12 THE SUGAR-CANE. BookIH.

Unnatural warfare !) ftrength and flavour gain

In this delicious clime. Befides, the'Cane, 620
Wafted to every quarter of the globe,

Makes the vaft produce of the world your own.

Ox rather, doth the love of nature charm?
Its mighty love your chief attention claim :
Leave Europe; there, through all her coyeft ways,
Her fecret mazes, nature is purfued ; 626
But here, with {avage lonelinefs, {he reigns
On yonder peak, whence giddy fancy looks,
Affrighted, on the labouring main below.
Heavens! what ftupendous, what unnumbered

trees, . 631
¢ Stage above flage, in various verdure dreft,”
Unprofitable fhag its airy cliffs]
Feavens ! what new fhrubs, what herbs, with ufe
lefs bloom,

Adorn its channel’d fides; and, in its caves,
‘What fulphurs, ores, what carth and ftones abound !
There let philofophy conduét thy fteps, 636
« For naught is ufelefs made :” with candid fearch,
Examine all the properties of things;
Immenfe difcoveries foon will crown your toil,
Your time will foon repay. Ah, when will cares
The cares of fortune, lefs my minutes claim ? 641
"Then, with what joy, what energy of foul,
Will I not climb yon mountain’s airieft brow !

The dawn, the burning noon, the fetting fun,
The
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The midnight-hour, fhall hear my conftant vowg
To Nature; fee me proftrate at her fhrine! 646
And, O, if haply I may aught invent

Of ufe to mortal man, life to prolong,

To.foften, or adorn; what genuine joy,

What exultation of fupreme delight, 650
Will fwell my raptured bofom ? Then, when death
. Shall call me hence, I'll unrepining go ;

Nor envy conquerors their ftoried tombs,

Though not a ftone point out my humble grave.

/

The Eyp of Boox 1II.
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Tnvocation to the Genus of Africa.  Addrefs. * Negroes
when bought fhould be young.  The Congo-negroes
are fitter for the houfe and trades, than for the
feld. The Gold-Coafty but efpecially the Papaw-
negroes, make the beft field-negroes : but even thefe,
if advanced in years, fhould not be purchafed, The
marks of a found negroe at a megroe fale. Where
the men do nothing but -hunt, fift or fight, and all
field drudgery is left to the women ; thefe are to be
preferred to their hufbands. The Minnahs make good
tradefimen, but addifted to fuicide.  The Mundingos,
in particular, fubje€t to worms; and the Congos, to
dropfical diforders. How jfalt-water, or new negroes
Jhould be feafoned. Some megroes eat dirt, 'Negroes
Jhould be habituated by gentle degrees to field labour.
This labour, when compared to that in lead-mines, or
of thefe who work wn the gold and filver mines in
South-America, is not only lefs toilfome, but far more
healthy. Negroes fhould always be treated with huma-
nity.  Praife of freedom. Of the dracunculus, or
dragon-worm. ~ Of chigres. OF the yaws. Might -
not this difeafe be tmparted by inoculation ?  Of
worms, and their multiform appearance.  Prayfe of
commerce.  Of the tmaginary diforders of negroes,
efpecially thofe caufed by their conjurers or Obiamen,
The compofition and ﬁ:ﬁprﬁd viriues of & magic-phiol.

Field-



AR G UMENT

* Field-negroes fhould not begin to work before Sz in
the marmng, and fhould leave off between eleven and
twelve ; and beginning again at two, Jhould finifh be-
Sore funfet.  Of the weekly allowance of negroes. The
Joung, the old, the fickly, and even the lazy, muft
have their villuals prepared Sor- them.  Of negroe-
ground, and its various productions. To be Sfenced
in, and watched. Of an American garden. Of the
Sfituatwon of Negroe huts.  How beft defended from
JSire. The great negroe-dance deferibed, Drumming,
and intoxicating fpirits not to be allowed., Negroes
Should be made to marry in their maflers plantation.
Inconveniencies arifing Srom  the contrary prafiice,
Negroes to be cloathed once a year, and before Chrift-
mas. Praife of Lewis X1V, JSor the Code Noir. A
body of laws of this kind recommended to the Englifh
Jugar colomies.  Praife of ‘the river Thames. A
moon-light landfcape and vifion,”
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Ji#¥%, ENIUS of Afric! whether thou be-
ﬂ'g G ftrid’{t

,)g‘h The caftled elephant; or at the fource,

(While howls the defert fearfully around)

Of thine own Niger, fadly thou reclin’ft
Thy temples fhaded by the tremulous palm, 5
Or quick papaw, whofe top is necklac’d round
With numerous rows of party-colour’d fruit :
Or hear’ft thou rather from the rocky banks
Of Rio Grande, or black Senaga ?

‘Where dauatlefs thou the headlong torrent brav’ft
In
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In fearch of gold, to brede thy woolly locks, 1
Or with bright ringlets ornament thine ears,
Thine arms, and ankles: O attend my fong.

A mufe that pities thy diftrefsful ftate ;

Who fees, with grief, thy fons in fetters bound ;
Who wifhes freedom to the race of man ; 16
Thy nod aflenting craves: dread Genius, come !

Yrer vain'thy prefence, vain thy favouring nod ;
Unlefs once more the mufes, that ere while
Upheld me fainting in my paft career, 20

- Through Caribbe’s cane-ifles; kind condefcend
To guide my footfteps, through parch’d Libya’s
wilds ;
And bind my fun-burnt brow with other bays,
Than ever deck’d the Sylvan bard before.

Sav, will my Melvil, from the public care, 25
Withdraw one moment, to the mufes’ thrine ?
‘Who, fmit with thy fair fame, induftrious cull
An Indian wreath to mingle with thy bays,

And deck the hero, and the {cholar’s brow !

‘Wilt thou, whofe milduefs fmooths the face of
war, 30

Who round the viftor-blade the myrtle twin’ft,

And mak’ft {fubjeétion loyal and fincere ;

O wilt thou gracious hear the unartful firain,

‘Whofe mild inftrutions teach, no trivial theme,

‘What
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What care the jetty African requires ? 35
Yes, thou wilt deign to hear; a man thou art
Who deem’ft naught foreign that belongs to man.

Ix mind, and aptitude for ufeful toil,
The negroes differ : mufe that difference fing.

WaeTner to wield the hoe, or guide the plane
Or for domeftic ufes thou intend’ft 41
The f{unny Libyan : from what clime they {pring,
It not imports ; if firength and youth be their’s,

Yer thofe from Congo’s wide extended plains,

Through which the long Zaire winds with chry-
ftal fiream, 45

Where lavifh Nature fends indulgent forth
Fruits of high flavour, and {pontaneous feeds
Of bland nutritious quality, ill bear
The toilfome field ; but boaft a docile mind,
And happinefs of fratures, Thefe, with care, 5o
Be taught each mice mechanic art: or train’d
To houfhold offices: their dudile fouls
Will all thy care, and all thy gold repay.

Bur, if the labours of the field demand
Thy chief attention ; and the ambrofial cane 55
Thou long'ft to fee, with fpiry frequence, thade
Many an acre : planter, chufe the flave,
Who fails from barren climes ; where want zlone,

Offspring of rude neceffity, compels
The
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The fturdy dative, or to plant the foil, 6o
Or ftem vaft rivers for his daily food.

SucH are the children of the Golden Coaft :
Such the Papaws, of negroes far the beft:
And fuch the numerous tribes, that fkirt the fhore,
From rapid Volta to the diftant Rey. 65

Bur, planter, from what coaft foe’er they fail,
Buy not the old : they ever {ullen prove;
With heart-felt anguifh, they lament their home ;
They will not, cannot work ; they never learn
Thy native language ; they are prone to ails; 70
And oft, by fuicide, their being end.—

MusTt thou from Afric reinforce thy gang ?—
Let health and youth their every finew firm ;
Clear roll their ample eye; their tongue be red ;
Broad {well their cheft; their fhoulders wide ex_

pand ; 75
Not prominent their belly ; clean and firong
Their thighs and 1égs, in juft proportion rife.
Such foon will brave the fervours of the clime;
And, free from ails, that kill thy negroe-train,

A ufeful fervitude will long fupport. 8o

Yer, if thine own, thy children’s life, be dear,
. Buy not a Cormantee, tho’ healthy, young.
Of breed too generous for the fervile field ;

They, born to freedom in their native land,
Chufe
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Chufe death before difhonourable bonds : 85
Or, fir'd with vengeance, at the midnight hour,
Sudden they feize thine unfufpeéting watch,

And thine own poniard bury in thy breaft.

At home, the men, in many a fylvan realm,
Their rank tobacco, charm of fauntering minds, go
From clayey tubes inhale; or, vacant, beat
For prey the foreft; or, in war's dread ranks,
Their country’s foe’s affront : while, in the field,
Their wives plant rice, or yams, or lofty maize,
Fell hunger to repel. Be thefe thy choice : 95
They, hardy, with the labours of the Cane
Soon grow familiar ; while unufual toil,

And new feverities their hufbands kill,

Tue flaves from Minnah are of ftubborn breed :
But, when the bill, or hammer, they affett; 100
They foon perfettion reach. But fly, with care,
The Moco-nation ; they themfelves deftroy.

Worwms lurk in all : yet, proneft they to worms
Who from Mundingo {2il. When therefore fuch
Thou buy’ft, for fturdy and laborious they, . 105
Straight let fome learned leach ftrong medicines

give,
Till food and climate both familiar grow.
Thus, tho’ from rife to fet, in Pheebus’ eye,
They toil, unceafing; yet, at night, they’ll {leep,
d M Lap'd
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Lap’d in Elyfium ; and, each day, at dawn, 110
Spring from their couch, as blithfome as the fun.

Oxz precept more, it much imports to know.— §§
The blacks, who drink the Quanza’s lucid ftream,
Fed by ten thoufand fprings, are prone to bloat,
‘Whether at home or in thefe ocean ifles : 11§
And tho’ nice art the water may fubdue,

Yet many die; and few, for many a year,
Juft firength attain to labour for their lord,

Wourpst thou fecure thine ZAthiop from thofe

ails,
Which change of climate, change of waters breed,
And food unufual ? let Machaon draw 121

From each fome blood, as age and fex require ;

And well with vervain, well with fempre-vive,

Unload their bowels.—Thefe, in every hedge,

Spontaneous grow. —Nor will it not conduce 125

To give what chemi{’ds, in myfterious phrafe,

Term the white eagle ; deadly foe to worms.

But chief do thou, my friend, with hearty food,

Yet ealy of digeftion, likelt that

Which they at home regal’d on; renovate 130

Their {fea-worn appetites. Let gentle work,

Or rather playful exercife, amufe

The novel gang : and far be angry words ;

Far ponderous: chains; and far difheartening

blows.—

From fruits reftrain their eagernefs; yet if - 135

The
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The acajou, haply, in thy garden bloom,

With cherries, ,or of white or purple hue,

Shrice wholefome fruit in this relaxing clime!
Safely thou may’ft their appetite indulge.

Their arid fkins will plump, their features fhine :
No rheums, no dyfenteric ails torment : 141
The thirfty hydrops flies.—Tis even averr'd,
(Ah, did experience fanétify the faét ;

How many Lybians now would dig the foil,
Who pine in hourly agonies away !) 145
This pleafing fruit, if turtle joins its aid,
Removes that worft of ails, difgrace of art,

T_he loathfome leprofy’s infetious bane.

TuERE are, the mufe hath oft abhorrent {een,
Who fwallow dirt; (fo the chlorotic fair 150

Ver. 137. cherries,] The tree which produces this wholefome
fruit is tall, fhady, and of quick growth. Its Indian name is
Acajou ; hence co ruptly called Cafhew by the Englith. The fruig
has no refemblance toa cherry, either in fhape or fize; and bears,
2t its lower exivemity, a nnt (which the Spanjards name Anacardo,
and phylicians Anacardium) that refembles a large kidney-bean.
Its kernel js as grateful as an almend, and more ealy of digeftion.
Between its rinds is contained a highly cauftic cil ; which, being
held to a candle, emits bright faline {parks, in which the Ametican

ortune-tellers pretended the{l faw fpirits who gave anfiers to what~
ever queftions were puit to them by their ignorant followers. This
oil is'ufed as a cofmetic by the ladies, to remove freckles and fun-
burning ; but the pain they neceffarily fuffer makes its ufe not very
fiequent, This tree alfo produces a gum not inferior to Gum-ara-
bic; and its bark is 2n approved aftringedt. The juice of the
cherry ftains exceedingly. “The long citron, or amber-coloured, is
the beft. The calhew-nuts, when unripe, are of 2 green colour ;
but, ripe, they affume that of a pale olive. This tree bears fruit
ut once a year.

M 2 Oft
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Oft chalk prefer to the moft poignant cates :)
Such, dropfy bloats, and to {ure death configns;
Unlefs reftrain’d from this unwholefome food,
By foothing words, by menaces, by blows:

Nor yet will threats, or blows, or {oothing words,
Perfe&t their cure ; unlefs thou, Pzan, deign’ft 156
By medicine’s power their cravings to fubdue, -

To e.afy labour firft inure thy flaves;
Extremes are dangerous. With induftrious fearch,

Let them fit grafly provender colle&t 16o
For thy keen ftomach’d herds. — But when the
eatth . -

Hath made her annual progrefs round the fun,
What time the conch or bell refounds, they may
All to the Cane-ground, with thy gang, repair.

Nor, negroe, at thy deftiny repine, 165
Though doom’d to toil from dawn to {fetting fun.
How far more pleafant is thy rural tafk,

Than their’stwho {weat, fequefter’d from the day,

In dark Tartarean caves, funk far beneath

The earth’s dark furface; where fulphureous
flames, - 170

Oft from their vapoury prifons burfting wild,

To dire explofion give the cavern’d deep,

And in dread ruin all its inmates whelm ?

Ver. 163. the conch] Plantations that have no bells, affemble
their Negrocs by founding a conch-fhell,
Nor
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Nor fateful only is the burfting flame ;

The exhalations of the deep-dug mine, 175
Tho’ flow, Thake from their wings as fure as death,
With what intenfe {everity of pain

Hath the affli¢ted mufe, in Scotia, feen

The miners rack’d, who toil for fatal lead ?

What cramps, what palfies fhake their feeble limbs
Who, on the margin of the rocky Drave, ' 181
Trace filver’s fluent ore ? Yet white men thefe !

How far more happy ye, than thofe poor flaves,
Who, whilom, under native, gracious chiefs,
Incas and Emperors, long time enjoy’d
Mild government, with every {weet of life,
In blifsful climates? See themudragg'd in chains,
By proud infulting tyrants, to the mines
Which once they call’d their own, and then de-

fpis'd ! i
See, in the mineral bofom of their land,
How hard they toil! how foon their fouthful limbs
Feel the decrepitude of age! how foon
Their teeth defert their fockets! and how foon
Shaking paralyfis unftrings their frame! 194
Yet {carce, even then, are they allow’d to view

The glorious God of Day, of whom they beg,

185

190

Ver. 181. rocky Drave,] A river in Hungary, on whofe banks
are lound mines of guickfilver,

M 3 With
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With earneft hourly fupplications, death ;
Yet death {low comes, to torture them the more !

Witn thele compar’d, ye fons of Afric, fay,
How far more happy is your lot ? Bland health,
OF ardent eye, and limb robuft, attends 201

. Your cuftom’d labour ; and, fhould ficknefs feize,
With what folicitude are ye not nurs'd ! —
Ye negroes, then, your pleafing tafk purfue;
And, by your toil, deferve your mafter’s care. 205

Wiuen firlt your blacks are novel to the hoe ;
Study their humours : Some, {oft-{foothing words;
Some, prefents; and fome, menaces fubdue;

And fome I've known, fo ftubborn in their kind,
Whom blows, alas! could win alone to toil. 219

Yz, planter, let humanity prevail.—
Perhaps thy negroe, in his native land,
Pofleft large fertile plains, and flaves, and herds:
Perhaps, whgne'er he deign’d to walk abroad,
The richeft filks, from where the Indus rolls, 215
His limbs invefted in their gorgeous pleats :
Perhaps he wails his wife, his children, left
To ftruggle with adverfity : perhaps
Fortune, in battle for his country fought,
Gave him a captive to his deadlieft foe : 220
Perhaps, incautious, in his native fields,
(On pleafurable fcenes his mind intent)

All
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All as he wandered ; from the neighbouring grove,
Fell ambufh dragg’d him to the hated main, —
Were they even fold for crimes; ye polifl’d,
fay ! 225
Ye, to whom learning opes her ampleft page!
Ye, whom the knowledge of a living God
Should lead to virtue ! Are ye free from crimes ?
Ah pity, then, thefe uninftruéted fwains;
And ftill let mercy foften the decrees 230
Of rigid juftice, with her lenient hand.

0O, did the tender mufe pofiefs the poiver,
Which monarchs have, and monarchs oft abufe 5
’Twould be the fond ambition of her foul,

To quell tyrannic fway ; knock off the chains 235
Of heart-debafing flavery ; give to man,

Of every colour and of every clime,

Freedom, which {ftamps him image of his God.
Then laws, oppreflion’s {courge, fair virtue’s prop,
Offspring of Wifdom ! fhould impartial reign, 240
To knit the whole in well accorded firife:
Servants, not flaves ; of choice, and not compell'd ;
The blacks fhould cultivate the Cane-land ifles.

Sav, fhall the mufe the various ills. recount,
Which Negroe-nations feel? ' Shall fhe de-
feribe X 245
The worm that fubtle winds into their flefh,
All as they bathe them in their native ftreams?
There,

Y
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There, with fell increment, it foon attains

A direful length of harm. Yet, if due fkill,
And proper circum{pe&ion are employed, 250
It may be won its volumes to wind round

A leaden cylinder : but, O, beware,

No rafhnefs praétife ; elfe ‘twill furely fnap,

And fuddenly, retreating, dire produce

An annual lamenefs to the tortured Moor. 25E

Nor only is the dragon worm to dread :
Fell, winged infefts, which the vifual ray
Scarcely difcerns, their fable feet and hands
Oft penetrate ; and, in the flefhy neft,

' Myriads of young produce ; which foon deftroy 26a

The parts they breed in ; if afliduous care,
‘With art, extra& not the prolific foe,

Or, fhall fhe fing, and not debafe her lay,
The peft peculiar to the Athiop-kind,

Ver. 257, winged infedls,] Thefe, by the Englifh, are called
Chigoes or Chigres. They chiefly perforate the toes, and {ome-
times the fingers ; occafioning an jtching, which fome people think
not unplcal’m%. and are at pains to get, by geing to the copper-
holes, or mill-round, where chigres moft abound. They lay their
nits in a bag, about the fize of a fmall pea, and are partly con-
tained therein themfelves. This the Negroes extract without
burfting, by means of a needle, and filling up the place with 2
Yittle fauff;" it foon heals, if the perfon have a good conftitution.
One fpecics oﬁ?;lém is fuppofed to be poifonous; but, Eibelieve,
unjuftly. When they bury themflves ncar a tendon, efpecially if
the perfon is in a bad habit of body, they occafion troublefome
fores, The South-Americans call them Migaas,

The
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The yaw’s infetious bane P—The infeted far 265
In huts, to leeward, lodge ; or near the main.
With heartning food, with turtle, and with conchs;
The flowers of fulphur, and hard niccars burnt,
The lurking evil from the blood expel,

And throw it on the furface: there in {pots 270
Which caufe no pain, and fcanty ichor yield,

It chiefly breaks about the arms and hips,

A virulent contagion ! When no more
Round knobby fpots deform, but the difeafe
Seems at a paufe : then let the learned leach 275
Give, in due dofe, live-filver from the mine ;
Till copious fpitting the whole taint exhauft.—
Nor thou repine, tho’ half-way round the funm,
This globe, her annual progrefs thall revelve ;
Ere, clear'd, thy flave from all infetion fhine.
Nor then be confident ; fucceflive crops 281
Of defeedations oft will {pot the fkin:

Thefe thou, with turpentine and guaiac pods,
Reduc’d by coftion to a wholefome draught,
Total remove, and give the blood its balm. 285

Sav, as this malady but once infeéls
The fons of Guinea, might not fkill ingraft

. Ver. 268. niccars] The botanical name of this medicinal fhrub
is Guilandina, The fruit refembles marbles, though not fo round.
Thc_h' fhell is hard and (inooth, and contains a farinaceous nut, ©
admirable ufe in feminal weaknefles, They arc alfo given {9
throw out the yaws,

(Thus,
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(Thus, the {mall-pox are happily convey’d)
‘This ailment ‘early to thy negroe-train ?

Yer, of the ills which torture Libya’s fons, 290
Worms tyrannize the worft. They, Proteus-like,
Each fymptom of each malady affume ;

And, under every maik, the affaffins kill.

Now, in the guife of horrid {pafms, they writhe
The tortur'd body, and all fenfe o’cr-power. 295
Sometimes, like Mania, with her head down-caft,
They caufe the wretch in folitude to pine ;

Or frantic, burfting from the firongeft chains,

To frown with look terrific, not his own.
Sometimes, like Ague, with a fhivering mien, goo
The teeth gnafh fearful, and the blood runs chill ;
Anon the ferment maddens in the veins,

And a falfe vigour animates the frame.

Again, the dropfy’s bloated mafk they fteal;

Or, “ melt with minings of the he&ic fire.” gog

Sav, to fuch various forms of mimic death;
What remedies fhall puzzled art oppofe ?—
Thanks to the Almighty, in each path-way hedge,
Rank . cow-itch grows, whofe fharp unnumber’d

ftings,
Sheath’d in Melaffes, from their dens expel, g10
Fell dens of death, the reptile lurking foe.—
A powerlul vermifuge, in fkilful hands,

Ver, 309. Cow-itch] Sze notes on Book IL.
The
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The worm-grafs proves; yet even in hands of
1kill,

Sudden, I've known it dim the vifual ray

For a whole day and night. There are who ufe

(And fage experience juflifies the ufe) 316

The mineral produ& of the Cornifh mine;

Which in old times, ere Britain laws enjoyed,

The polifh’d Tyrians, monarchs of the main,

In their {fwift thips convey’d to foreign realms :

The fun by day, by night the northern ftar, g21

Their courfe conduéted.—Mighty commerce, hail !

By thee the fons of Attic’s fterile land,

A fcanty number, laws impos’d on Greece ,

Nor aw’d they Greece alone ; vaft Afia’s King, g25

Though girt by rich armd myriads, at their
frown

Felt his heart wither on his fartheft throne.

Perennial fource of population thou !

While fcanty peafants plough the flowery plains

Ver. 317. The mineral produé of the Cornifh mine;] Tin-
filings are a better vermifuge than tin in powder. The weltern
parts of Britain, and the neighbouring illes, have been famous for
this ufefal metal from the remoteft antiquity; for we find from
Strabo, that the Phenicians made frequent voyages to thofe parts
(which they called Caffiterides from Ka66: 7¢poy ftannum) in
queft of that commedity, which turned out fo beneficial to them,
that a pilot of that nation ftranded his ve[:l"el. rathgr rh'm fhow a
Roman fhip, that watched him,; the way’ to thofe mines. For
this public-fpirited action he was amply rewarded, fays that accurate
writer, upon his return to his country. The Romans, however,
foon made themfelves malters of the fccret, and (hared with them

in the profit of that merchandize,

Of
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Of purple Enna ; from the Belgian fens, 330
What {warms of ufeful citizens {pring up,
Hatch’d by thy foftering wing? Ah where is flown
That dauntlefs free-born fpirit, which, of old,
Taught them to fhake off the tyrannic yoke 334
Of Spain’s infulting King ; on whofe wide realms,
The fun ftill fhone with undiminifhed beam?
Parent of wealth! in vain, coy nature hoards
Her gold and diamonds ; toil, thy firm compeer,
And induflry of unremitting nerve, 339
Scale the cleft mountain, the loud torrent brave,
Plunge to the center, and thro’ nature’s wiles,
(Led on by {kill of penetrative foul)
Her following clofe, her fecret treafure find,
To pour them plenteous on the laughing world,
On thee, Sylvanus, thee each rural god, 345
On thee, chief Ceres, with unfailing love
And fond diftinétion, emuloufly gaze.
In wain hath nature pour’d vait feas between
Far-diftant kingdoms ; endlefs ftorms in vain
With double night brood o’er them ; thou doft
i ‘throw, 350
Q’er far-divided nature’s realms, a chain
To bind in fweet fociety mankind.
By thee white Albion, ence a barbarous clime,
Grew fam’d for arms; for wifdom, and for laws;
By thee fhe holds the balance of the world, 355
Acknowledg’d now {ole emprefs of the main.,
Coy
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Coy though thou art, and mutable of love,
There may’ft thou ever fix thy Wandcring fteps;
While Eurus rules the wide Atlantic foam ! 359
By thee, thy favourite great Columbus found
That world, where now thy praifes I rehearfe

" To the refounding main and palmy fhore ;

And Lufitania’s chiefs thofe realms explor’d,
Whence negroes {pring, the fubjeft of my fong.

Nor pine the blacks, algne, with real ills, 365
That baflle oft the wifeft rules of art: ;
They likewife feel imaginary woes;

Woes no lefs deadly. Lucklefs he who owns
The flave, who thinks himlelf bewitch’d; and

whom,
In wrath, a conjurer’s fnake-mark'd ftaff hath
ftruck ! 370

They mope, love filence, every friend avoid ;
They inly pine, all aliment rejeét ;
Or infufficient for nutrition take :

Their features droop; a fickly yellowifh hue g74

Ver. 370. fnake-mark’d] The negroe-conjurers, or Obia-men,
as trey are called, carry about them a ftaff; which is marked with
frogs, (nakes, &c. The blacks imagine that its blow, if not mor-
tal, will at leaft occafion long and troublefome diforders, A be-
lief in magic is infeparable from human nature, but thole nations
are moft addi¢ted thereto, among whem learping, and, of courle,

- philoiophy have leaft obtained. ~ As in all other countries, fo in
Guinea, the conjurers, as they have more underftanding, o are
they generally more wicked than the common herd of their delnded
Countrymen ; and as the negroe-magicians can do mifchiet, {5 they
can alfo do good on a plantation, provided they are kept by the
white people in proper fubordination,

N ) Their
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Their fkin deforms; their firength and beauty fly.

Then comes the feverifth fiend, with firy eyes,

Whom drought, convulfions, and whom death
{furround,

‘Fatal attendants! if fome fubtle flave

(Such, Obia-men are ftil’d) do not engage,

Fo fave the wretch by antidote or {pell. 380

In magic {pells, in Obia, all the fons
Of fable Afric truft :—Ye facred nine !
{For ye each hidden preparation know)
Tranfpierce the gloom, which ignorance and fraud
Have render’d awful ; tell the laughing world 385
Of what thefe wonder-working charms are made.

Frry root cut fmall, and tied with many a
knot ;
0ld teeth extraéted from a white man’s {kull ;
A lizard’s {keleton ; a ferpent's head :
Thefe, mix’d with falt and water from the {pring,
Are in a phial pour’d ; o’er thefe the leach  3g1
Mutters firange jargon, and wild circles forms,

Or this pofleft, each negroe deems himfelf
Secure from poifon ; for to poifon they
Are infamoully prone : and arm’d with this, 395
Their fable country demons they defy,
Who fearful haunt them at the midnight hour,
“To:work them mifchief, This, difeafes fly ;
Difeafles
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Difeafes follow : fuch its wonderous power !

This o’er the threfhold of their cottage hung, 400
No thieves break in; or, if they dare to fteal,
Their feet in blotches, which admit no cure,
Burft loathiome out: but fhould its owner filch,
As {laves were ever of the pilfering kind, 404
This from dete&ion fcreens ;—{o conjurers fwear.

"T1Lr morning dawn, and Lucifer withdraw
His beamy chariot ; let not the loud bell
Call forth thy negroes from the ruthy couch :
And ere the fun with mid-day fervour glow, 409
When every broom-bufh opes her yellow flower;
Let thy black labourers from their toil defift:
Nor till the broom her every petal lock,
Let the loud bell recal them to the hoe.
But when the jalap her bright tint difplays,
When the folanum fills her cup with dew, 415

Ver. 410. broom-brufh] This fmall plant, which grows in
every pafture, may, with propriety, be termed zn American clock ;
for it begins every forenoon at eleven to open its yellow Aowers,
which abcut one are fully expanded, and at two clofed. The
jalap, or marvel of Peru, unfolds its petals between five and fix n
the evening, which fhut again as foon as night comes 0B, t0 opeit
azain in the cool of the morning. This plant is called four o'clock
by the natives, and bears either "2 yellow ora purple-coloured

flower.

Ver. 41¢. folanum] So fome authors name the fire-weed, which
grows every where, and is the Datura of Linnzus ; whofe virtues
Dr. Stork, ‘at Vienna, has greatly extolled in a late publication.
}t bears a white monopetalous flower, which opens always about
un-fet,

N 2 And
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And crickets, fnakes, and lizards ’gin their coil ;

Let them find fhelter in their cane-thatch’d huts :

Or, if conflrain’d unufual hours to toil,

(For even the belt muft fometimes urge their
gang)

With double nutriment reward their pains. = 420

Howe’er infenfate fome may deem their flav s,
Nor ’bove the beftial rank ; far other thoughts
“The mule, foft daughter of humanity !

Will ever entertain.—The Aithiop knows,

‘The Athiop feels, when treated like a man; 425
Nor grudges, fhould neceflity compel,

By day, by night, to labour for his lord,

Nor lefs inhuman, than unthrifty thofe ;
Who, half the year’s rotation round the fun,
Deny fubfiftence to their labouring flaves. 430
But wouldft thou fee thy negroe-train encreafe,
Free from diforders; and thine acres elad
With groves of fugar: every week difpenfe
Or Englifh beans, or Carelinian rice ;
Ierne’s beef, or Penfilvanian flour; 435
Newfoundland cod, or herrings from the main
That howls tempeftuous reund the Scotian ifles!

Yer fome there are fo lazily inclin’d,
And f{o neglettful of thewr food, that thou,
Wouldft
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‘Wouldft thou preferve them from the jaws of
death ; 440
Daily, their wholefome viands muft prepare :
With thefe let all the young, and childlefs old,
And all the morbid fhare ;—{o heaven will blefs,

With manifold encreafe, thy coltly care.

Surrick not this; to every flave affign 445
Some mountain-ground : or, if wafte broken land
To thee belong, that broken land divide.

This let them cultivate, one day, each week ;
And there raife yams, and there caffada’s root :
From a good demon’s ftaff caffada fprang, 450
Tradition fays, and Caribbees believe :

Which into three the white-rob’d genius breke,
And bade them plant their hunger to repel.
There let angola’s bloomy bufh fupply,

For many a yecar, with wholefome pulfe their

board. 455

Ver. 449. caffada] To an ancient Caribbean, bemoaning the
fivage uncomforiable life of his countrymen, a deity clad in white
apparel appeared, and told him, he would have come fooner to
have taught him the ways of civil life, had he been addreffed be-
fore. He then fhowed him fharp cutting ftones to fell trees and
build houfes ; and bade him cover them with the palm leaves. Then
he broke his ftaff in three; which, being planted, foon after pro=

duced caffeda. See Ogilvy’s America.
Ver. 454. angola] This is called Pigeon-pea, and grows on a
fturdy fhrub, that will laft for years. It is juitly reckoned among

the molt wholeiome Legumens. The juice of the leaves, dropt into
the eye, will remoye incipicnt films. . The botanic name 15

Cyritus,
‘N g “here
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There let the bonavift, his {ringed pods

Throw liberal o’er the Prop; while ochra bears
Aloft his {limy pulp, and help difdains.

There let potatos mantle o’er the ground ;

Sweet as the cane-juice is the root they bear. 460
There too let eddas {pring in order meet,

With Indian cale, and foodful calaloo:

Ver. 456. bonavift] This is the Spanith name of a plant,
which produces an excellent bean. It is a parafitical plant. There
are five forts of bonavift, the green, the white, the moon-fhine,
the {fmall or common; and, %aﬁly, the black and red. The
flowers of all are white and pa;ilionaceous; except the laft, whoie
bloffoms are purple, They commenly bear in fix weeks. Their
pulle is wholefome, though fomewhat fatulent; efpecially thofe
tiom the black and red. The pods are fat:ith, two or three inches
long ; and contain from three to five feeds in partitional cells.

Ver. 457. ochra] Or Ockro. ‘This fhrub, which will laft for
years, produces 2 not lefs agreeable, than wholefome pod. It bears
all the year round. Being of a flimy and balfamic nature, it be-
comes @ truly medicinal aliment in dyfenteric complaints. 1t is
of the Malva fpecies. It rifes to about four or five feet high,
bearing, on and near the {fummit, many vellow Aowers; {ucceeded
by green, conic, flefliy peds, channelled into feveral grooves. There

_are as many cells iilled with fmall round feeds, as there are
channels,

Ver. 459, potatos] ¥ cannot pofitively fay, whether the vines
are of Indian original or not ; but as in’ their frucification. they
differ from potatoes at home, they probably are not European.
‘They are {weet. There are four kinds, the red, the white, the
long; and rownd: The juice of each may be made into a plea=
isnt cool drink ; and bemg diftilled, yield an excellent fpiric.

Ver. 461. eddas] See notes on Book I. The French call this

plant Tayove. It preduces eatable roots every four months, for
one year only,

_ Ver. 462. Indian cale,} "This green, \V}.l?ch is a native of the
Hew World, equals any of the greens in the Cld,

While
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While mint, thyme, balm, and Europe’s coyer

herbs,
Shoot gladfome forth, nor reprobate the clime,

Turs tra& fecure, with hedges or of limes, 465
Or buthy citrons, or the fhapely tree
That glows at once with aromatic bloems,
And golden fruit mature. To thefebe join’d,
In comely neighbourhood, the cotton {hrub ;
In this delicious clime the cotton burfts 470
On rocky foils.—The coffee alfo” plant;
White as the {kin of Albion’s lovely fair,
Are the thick fnowy fragrant blooms it boafts:
Nor wilt thou, coco, thy rich pods refufe; 474
Tho’ years, and heat, and moifture they require,
Ere the ftone grind them to the food of health.
“Of thee, perhaps, and of thy various fotts,
And that kind fheltering tree, thy mother nam’d,
With crimfon flowerets prodigally grac’'d ;
In future times, the enraptur’d mufe may fing : 480
If public favour crown her prefent lay.

(%4
Bur let fome antient, faithful flave ereét
His fheltered manfion near; and with his dog,

Afer. 462. calaloo:] Another fpecies of Indian pot-herb, no
1of wholefome than the preceding. Thefe, with mezamby, and
the Jamaica prickle-weed, yield to no efculent plants in Europe.
“Lhis is an Indian name.

Ver. 466. the fhapely tree] The orange tree,

Ver. 478 thy mother nam'd,] See Book . p. 41
His
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His loaded gun, and cutlafs, guard the whole :
Elfe negroe-fugitives, who fkulk ‘mid rocks 485
And thrubby wilds, in bands will foon deftroy
Thy labourer’s honeft wealth; theirlofs and your’s,

Peruars, of Indian gardens I could fing,
Beyond what bloom’d on bleft Phaacia’s ifle,
Or eaflern climes admir’d in days of yore: 490
How Europe’s foodful, culinary plants;
How gay Pomona’s ruby-tinftured births ;
And g‘awdy Flora’s various-vefted train :
Might be inftrufted to unlearn their clime,
And by due difcipline adopt the fun. 495
The mufe might tell what culture will entice
The ripened melon, to perfume each month;
And with the anana load the fragrant board.
The mufe might tell, what trees wili beft exclude
(¢ Infuperable height of airieft fhade™) 500
‘With their vaft umbrage the noon’s fervent ray.
Thee, verdant mammey, firft, her fong fhould

praife: ; :
Thee,

Ver. toz. mammey,] This is a lofty, hady, and beautiful tree.
1ts fruit is as large as the largeft melon, and of an exquifite fmell
grealy (uperior to it in point of tafte. Within the fruit are
contained one or two large ftones, which, when diftilled, give to
fpirits a ratafia flavour, and therefore the French call them Les
Apricois de St. Domingue : accordingly, I'Eau des Noiaux, one
of the beft Weft-Indian cordials, is made from them. The fruit,
caten raw, is of an aperient quality ; and made into fweetzmeats,
&c. is truly exquifite. This tree, contrary to moft others m the
‘New W’orly, fhoots up to a pyramidal figure: the leaves a‘e un-
commonly green; and it produces fruit, but once a year. The

name
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Thee, the firft native of thefe Ocean-ifles,

Fell anthropophagi, ftill facred held ; 504

And from thy large high-flavour’d fruit abftain’d,

With pious awe; for thine high-flavoured fruit,

The airy phantoms of their friends deceas’d,

Joy’d to regale on.—Such their fimple creed.

The tamarind likewife fhould adom her theme,

With whofe tart fruit the {weltering fever loves 50

To quench his thirft, whofe breezy umbrage foor

Shades the pleas’d planter, fhades his children long.

Nor, lofty caflia, {hould fhe not recount

Thy woodland honours! See, what yellow flowers

Dance in the gale, and {cent the ambient air: 515

While thy long pods, full, fraught with netared
fweets, '

Relieve the bowels from their lagging load.

Nor, chirimoia, though thefe torrid ifles

Boaft not thy fruit, to which the anana yields

In tafte and flavour, wilt thou coy refufe 520

Thy fragrant fhade to beautify the {cene.

But, chief of palms, and pride of Indian-groves,

name is Indian. The Englih commonly call it Mammﬂg‘faf"."if
There are two {pecies of it, the {weet and the tart. “Lhe botanis
name is Achras,

Ver. 50g. tamarind] Sec Boek L. p. 43-

¢

Ver. 513. caffia,]  Both this trec and its mild purgative pulp are
fufficiently known,

Thee,
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Thee, fair palmeto, fhould her fong refound :
What fwelling columns, form’d by Jones or Wren,
Or great Palladio, may with thee compare? 523
Not nice-proportioned, but of fize immenfe,
Swells the wild fig-tree, and fhould claim her lay :

For, from its numerous bearded twigs proceed
A filial train, ftupendous as their fire,

In quick fucceflion; and o’er many a rood, 530

Extend their uncouth limbs; which not the bolt

Of heaven can fcathe ; nor yet the all-wafting rags

Of Typhon, or of hurricane, deftroy.

Nor fhould, tho’ fmall, the anata not be fung :
Thy

Ver. ¢23. palmeto,] This being the moft beautiful of palms,
nay, perhaps, fuperior to any other known tree in the world, has
with propriety obtained the name of Royal. The botanica
name js Palma Maxima. It will fhoot wp perpendicularly to an
hundred feee and more. The ftem is perfedily circular ; only to-
wards the root, and immediately under the branches at top, it
bulges out. The bark is fmooth, and of an afh-brown cclour,
cexcept at the top where it is green. It grows very fafl, and the
feed from whence it {prings is not bigger than an acorn. In this,
as in all the palm-genus, what the natives call Cabbage is found;
but it refembies in tafte an almond, and is in faék the pith of the
upper, or greenifh part of the {tem. But it would be the moft
unpardonable luxury to cut down fo lovely a tree, for fo mean
a gratification ; efpecially as the wild, or mountain cabbage tree, -
fuificiently fupplies the table with that eftulent. I never ride paft
the charming vifta of royal palms on the Cayon-eftate of Daniel
Mathew, Efq; in 8t. Chriftopher, without being put i mind of the
pillars of the ‘Temple of the Sun at Palmyra. This tree grows on
the tops of hills, as well as in valleys ; its hard cortical part makes
very durable laths for houfes. There is a fmaller {pecies not quite
fo beautiful.

Ver. g34. anata] Or Anotto, or Arnotta; thence corruptly
called Indian Otter, by the Englith. The tree is about the {ize of
an ordinary apple-tree.  The French call it Rocou; and fend the
farina home as a paint, &c. for which purpoft the tree is cultivated

by
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Thy purple dye, the filk and cotton fleece 535
Delighted drink; thy purple dye the tribes

Of Northern-Ind, a fierce and wily race,
Caroufe, affembled ; and with it they paint
Their manly make in many a hoyrid form,

To add new terrors to the face of war. 540
The mufe might teach to twine the verdant arch,
And the cool alcove’s lofty roof adorn,

With ponderous granadillas, and the fruit

Call'd water-lemon 3 grateful to the tafle : 544
Nor fhould fhe not purfue the mountain-ftreams,
But pleas’d decoy them from their fhady haunts,
In rills, to vifit every tree and herb;

Or fall o’er fern-clad cliffs, with foaming rage;
Or in huge bafons float, a fair expanfe;

Or, bound in chains of artificial force, 550
Arife thro” fculptur'd ftone, or breathing brafs,—

by them in their Iflands. The flower is pentapetalous, of a bluith
and [poon-like appearance, The yellow filaments are ti ped with
purplifh apices. The flyle proves the rudiment of the ncceeding
pod, which is of a conic fhape, an inch and a half long. Thisis
divided into many cells, which contain a great number of finall -
feeds, covered with a red farina.

Ver. ¢43. granadillas,] This is the Spanifh name, and js a fpe-
cies of the paflifiora, or paffion-flower, called by Linnzus, Mufa.
The feeds and pulp, through which the feeds are difperfed, are
cooling, and grateful to the palate. This, as well as the water-
lemon, bell-apple, or honeyfuckle, as it is named, being Paraﬁt!cal-
plants, are eafily formed into cooling arbors, than which nothing
can be more grateful in warm climates. ~ Both finits are wholefome.
The granadilla is commonly eat with fugar, on account of its
tartnefs, and yet the pulp is vifcid. Plumier calls it Granadilla,
Latefolia, Fractn Maliformi. It grows beft in (hady places. The
unripe fruit makes an excellent pickle.

But
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But I'm in hafte to furl my wind-worn fails,
And anchor my tir'd veffel on the fhore.

It much imports to build thy negroe-huts,
Or on the founding margin of the main, 555
Or on fome dry-hills gently-floping fides,
In ftreets, at diftance due.—When near the beach,
Let frequent coco caft its wavy fhade;
*Tis Neptune’s tree; and, nourifth’d by the {pray,
Soon round the bending ftems zrial height 560
Clufters of mighty nuts, with milk and fruit
Delicious fraught, hang clattering in the {ky.
There let the bay-grape, too, its crooked limbs
Prpjeét enormous ; of impurpled hue
_ Its frequent clufters glow. And there, if thou 3565
‘Wouldft make the fand yield falutary food,
Let Indian millet rear its corny reed,

Let

Ver. 563. bay grape,] Or fea-fide grape, as it is more com-
monly called. " This'is a large, crooked, and fhady tree. (the
leaves being broad, thick, and almoft circular ;) and fucceeds beft
in fandy places. It bears large clufters of grapes once a year;
which, when ripe, are not difagreeable. The ftones, feeds, or
scini, contained in them, are large in proportion ; and being re-
duced to a powder, are an excellent aflringent. The bark of the
tree has the fame property, The grape, lteepd in water and fer-
mented with fugar, maké an agrecable wine.

Ver. 567. Indian millet] Or maize. This is commonly called
‘Guinea-corn, to diftinguith it from the great or Indian-corn, that
grows in the Southern parts of North-America. It foon fhoots up
to a great height, often twenty feet high, and will ratoon like the
other; but its blades are not fo nourifhing to horfes as thofe of
the great corn, although its feeds are more fo, and racher more
agrecable to the tafle, The Indians, negroes, and poor whife

people
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Let Indian millet rear its corny reed,

Like arm'd battalions in array of war.

But, round the upland huts, bananas plant ;

A wholefome nutriment bananas yield, 570
And fun-burnt labour loves its breezy fhade.
Their graceful fcreen let kindred plantanes join,
And with their broad vans fhiver in the breeze;
So flames defign’d, or by imprudence caught,
Shall fpread no ruin to the neighbouring roof. 575

Yet nor the founding margin of the main,
Nor gently floping fide of breezy hill,
Nor ftreets, at diftance due, imbower’d in trees ;
Will half the health, or half the pleafure yield,
Unlefs fome pitying naiad deign to lave, z80
With an unceafing fiream, thy thirfty bounds.

Ox feftal days; or when their work is dene;

Permit thy flaves to lead the choral dance,

To the wild banfhaw’s melancholy found.
Refponfive to the found, head, feet and frame 585
Move aukwardly harmonious; hand in hand
Now lock’d, the gay troop circularly wheels,
And frifks and capers with intemperate joy.
Halts the vaft circle, all clap hands and fing ;

peaple, make many. (not unfavory) difhes with them. It is alfo
called Turkey wheat. ‘The turpentine tree will alfo grow in the
fand, and is moft ufeful npon = plantation.

Ver. 284, banthaw] This is a fort of rude guitar, invented by
the negroes, It produces 2 wild, pleafing, melancholy found.

0 While
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‘While thofe diftinguifh’d for their heels and air,

Bound in the center, and fantaftic twine. 591

Mean while fome firipling, from the choral ring,

Trips forth; and, not ungallantly,'beﬁows

On her who nimbleft hath the greenfward beat,

And whofe fluth’d beauties have inthrall’d his
foul, 595

A filver token of his fond applaufe.

Anon they form in ranks; nor inexpert

A thoufand tuneful intricacies weave,

Shaking their fable limbs; and oft a kifs

Steal from their partners; who, with neck re-
clin’d, 6oo

And femblant {corn, refent the ravifh’d blifs.

But let not thou the drum their mirth infpire;

Nor vinous {pirits: elfe, to madnefs fir'd,

{What will not bacchanalian frenzy dare?)

Fell aéts of blood, and vengeance they purfue. 6oj

CowmrEL by threats, or win by foothing arts,
Thy flaves to wed their fellow flaves at home;
So fhall they not their vigorous prime defiroy,
By diftant journeys, at untimely hours,

When muffled midnight decks her raven hair 610
With the white plumage of the prickly vine.
Wovutrnst

Wer. 611. prickly vine.] This beantiful white rofaceons flower
is as large as the crown of one’s hat, and only blows at midnight.
The plant, which is prickly and attaches itfelf firmly to- the fides
of houfes, tfees, &c. produces a fruit, which fome call Wythe

Apple, and others, with more propriety, Mountain _Smwb:na;. Bul:
oug
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Wouwpst thou from countlefs ails preferve thy
gang ;

To every negroe, as the candle-weed
Expands his blofloms to the cloudy fky,
And moift Aquarius melts in daily fhowers; 615
A woolly veftment give, (this Wiltfhire weaves)
Warm to repel chill night’s unwholefome dews :
While ftrong coarfe linen, from the Scotian loom,
Wards off the fervours of the burning day.

Tug truly great, tho’ from a hoftile clime, 620
The f{acred nine embalm; then, Mufes, chant,
In grateful numbers, Gallic Lewis’ praife:
For private murder quell’d; for laurel’d arts,
Invented, cherifh’d in his native realm ;
For rapine punifh’d; for grim famine fed : 625
For fly chicane expell'd the wrangling bat
And rightful Themis {eated on her threne:
Bait, chief, for thele mild laws his wifdom {ram’d,
To guard the ZEthiop from tyrannic {fway !

Dip fuch, in thefe green ifles which Albion
claims, 630
Did fuch obtain; the mufe, ‘at midnight-hour,

though it refembles the large Chili-firawberry in looks and fize; yet
being inelegant of tafte, it is feldom eaten. ~The botanical name
is Cereus fcandens minor, The rind of the fiuit is here and there
ftudded withtufts of fmall fharp prickles.

Ver. 613, candle-weed] This firub, which produces a yellow

flower, fomewhat refembling a narciffus, makes a beautiful }mdgc,

and blows abont November, It grows wild every where. It is
4 to be a diurctic, but this I do not know from expericnce.

L6 ) This
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This laft brain racking ftudy had not ply’'d :
But, funk in {lumbers of immortal blifs,
To bards had lift'ned on a fancied Thames!

Arxr hail, old father Thames! tho’ not from
far 635

Thy {pringing waters roll; nor countlefs ftreams,
Of name confpicuous, fwell thy watery ftore ;
Tho’ thou, no Plata, to the fea devolve
Vaft humid offerings ; thou art king of fireams :
Delighted Commerce broods upon thy wave; 640
And every quarter of this fea-girt globe
To thee due tribute pays ; but chief the world
By great Columbus found, where now the mufe
Beholds, tranfported, flow vaft fleecy clouds,
Alps pil'd on Alps romantically high, 645
Which charm the fight with many a pleafing form.
The moon, in virgin-glory, gilds the pole,
And tips yon tamarinds, tips yon cane-crown’d vale
With fluent filver; while unnumbered ftars
Gild the vaft concave with their lively beams. 650
The main, a moving burnifh’d mirror, fhines;
No noife is heard, fave when the diftant furge
With drowfy murmurings breaks upon the fhore!

An me, what thunders roll! the fky’s on fire !
Now fudden darknefs muffles up the pole! 655
Heavens! what wild fcenes, before the affrighted

fenfe,

_Ver, 638. no Plata,] One of the largeft rivers of South Ame-
rica,

Imperfeét
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Imperfeét {fwim !—See ! in that flaming fcroll
Which Time unfolds, the future germs bud forth,
Of mighty empires ! independent realms !——
And muft Britannia, Neptune’s favourite queen,
Protef’refs of true {cience, freedom, arts; 661
Muft fhe, ah! muit fhe, to her offspring crouch ?
Ah, muft my Thames, old Ocean’s favourite fon,
Refign his trident to barbaric fireams ;
His banks negleéted, and his waves unfought, 665
No bards to fing them, and no fleets to grace ?—
Again the fleecy clouds amufe the eye, ;
And fparkling ftars the vaft horizon gild —
She fhall not crouch ; if Wifdom guide the helm,
Wifldom, that bade loud Fame, with jufteft praife,
Record her triumphs ! bade the lacquaying winds
Tranfport to every quarter of the globe, 672
Her winged navies! bade her fcepter’d fons
Of earth acknowledge her pre-eminence !—
She fhall not crouch; if thele Cane ocean-ifles,
Ifles which on Britain for their all depend, 676
And muft for ever; fill indulgent fhare
Her foftering {mile : and other ifles be given,
From vanquifh’d foes.—And, fee, another race!
A golden era dazzles my fond fight! 680
That other race, that long’d-for @ra, hail !
Tue Britisu GEORGE ~ow REIGNS, OTHE
Patrrior Kineg!
Brivary sHALL EVER TRIUMPH O’ER THE MAL

- The Exp of the Last Book,
03
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65’3%;{@ OME, fair Florinda, and, while Beauty

i‘f%f C %:;é glows =

@%&,@ Warm on thy lovely cheek, aufpicious

g come,

And animate my fong! O may I gaze

On ev’ry charm, and from each thining grace

Catch infpiration : let thy genius aid 5
- My lays unpraéis’d; pour into my verfe

The flow harmonious, while th’ enchanted Mufe

Relates the charms, which, o’er the yielding heart,

Perpetual reign, and hold refiftle(s fway.

Dirrvsive
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Dirrusive Nature, who, with lib’ral hand, 10
Scatters her bounties round, and decks the {pring
In all its gay attire, the virgin’s cheek
Flufhes with beauty, and adorns her brow
With charms attra&tive ; fhapes her faultlefs form
With {kill unerring, on her breaft beftows 15
The {fnowy hue, while, o’er her thining neck,

In wanton ringlets flows her ebon hair
Difhevell’d, graceful; and her fparkling eyes
Dart kindling flame : majeftic on fhe moves, 19
Conicious of native worth, and {miling love
Alluring.— Hither, ye ! whofz hard’sed hearts
Ne’er felt a lover’s pangs, ah! hither come,
To feel the force of Beauty: here furvey,
In radiant luftre, the bewitching grace, 24
‘Which from the dawn of time o’er Nature held
Her foft domain, Since firft the vital {park
Awak’d the human breaft, and man arofe
To confcious being, the fair female form
Dazzled his eye, and through his panting breaft
Shot beauty’s ray : when in primeval {pring go
Life, uncorrupted, roll’d its golden hours,
Free from the attacks of vice; as yet unfour’d
‘With pain corroding : nor Difeafe had rear’d
Her fnaky creft to blaft their blooming days:
Then beauty reign’d, and form’d the facred tye 35
Connubial. Oft, amid the green retreat,
‘Where fanning zephyrs play’d, the joyous hour
Yled on the wings of love: here Innocence,

And
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And fweeteft Concord; and all-foothing Blifs,
By Beauty heighten’d, o’er the human pair
Forth fpread their downy wings. Nor Beauty lefs,
Thro’ long fucceeding ages, o’er the heart
Her conquelt held ; devoted Man attefts
The pleafing truth, while at the {yren voice
Of Mufic, thrilling the enchanting note, 45
He proftrate falls, the fond diftraited prey
Of paflions raging through th® enfever’d heart.

So Nature wills; and while encreafing firength
Braces the nerves, and through the {welling veins
The blood fierce boiling flows, fubduing love 5o
Still reigns in Man, to polifh and refine
His barb’rous mind ; nor, till the foothing flame
Have feiz’d his heart, and thaw’d his frozen foul,
Ere can he relifh the fublime delight
Of focial tranfport, nor confenting, feel 55
The fympathetic blifs, nor tafte the fweets
Of hallow’d friendfhip, nor affetted hear
The voice of Woe, as oft the vents her moan
In wailings loud. The {oft relenting heart,
Kind Pity’s tear, ths all-profufive hand
Of Charity, the gen'rous flow of Soul,

Thefe are not his, who never yet has felt
o'er whom the enchanting

6o

The pangs of love,
pow’r

Of Beauty never reign’d, whofe fullen breaft

Ne'er
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Ne'er glow'd with tranfport, and the anxious
throbs 65
Which panting Lovers know ; but all his foul
Is folitary gloom, untaught to pour
The friendly fervour, and, with heart enlarg’d,
To breathe the warm benevolence of love.

Cowmz ye, who now your gayeft moments pafs, 70
And graceful flofitifh *midft the thining throng,
While life flies joyous, and your youthful years
Roll placid on; before the radiant throne
Of Beauty kneel. Whatever warms the breaft
With noble purpofe, what informs the heart 7;5
To melt, and mould you into focial Man,

Is Beauty’s pow’r. From her poetic heat

Harmonious flows, and taught by her oft paints

- -The vifionary {cene, and touches all

The Springs of Paflion ; her’s each winning Grace,

And comely Gefture her’s: enfrozen’d age, 81

Bending to earth beneath the weight of years,

With wrinkled front, and venerable hair,

Melts at her fair approach; he feels warm blood

Run thro’ his wither’d veins, ere& he lifts 85

His hoary head, and on his aged brow

Unufual gladnefs fmiles, while his cold heart,

Warm’d into fervour glows: her kindling voice,

All rural Nature hears, and ftarts amaz’d

To polifh’d life. Thus when the raftic fwain
Saw
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Saw fleeping beauty, on the grafly bank, o1
Reclin’d at eafe, and carelefs beaming round
Her charms attralive, while upon her face
Play’d all the laughing loves ; furpris’d he gaz'd,
And felt a thoufand tranfports fhoot along 95
His fhiv’ring nerves : now his unfeeling heart,
Unus’d to pant, with foft emotion heaves ;
He trembling view’d, and all his foul was love,

-

Axb ye, fair offspring of the bounteous hand
Of nature, ye array’d in all the charms 100
Of vernal'youth, fluth’d on your comely cheek
By Beauty’s balmy breath, while yielding Man
To you refigns his heart, and eager fighs
Low at your feet, and tells the moving tale
Of plaintive love : how, fleeplefs, on his couch 105
He drags the tedious hours, and oft-times ftarts
With fancy’d vifions, which delufive {wim
Before his éyes; how bufy faﬁcy paints
Your beauteous figure, in refplendent robes
Luxuriant floating, as you graceful wave
In all the airs of love; and while he graips
Th’ imagin’d form, how loft in empty air.
The fair illufion flies: how tafte forgets
The poignant relith, and the fpici{ gale
To him no odours wafts: with cheerlefs alr 115

110

Ver. o1. beauty,] Alluding to Dryden’s beautiful fable of Cymon
and Iphigenia,

P He:
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He wanders penfive to the lonely fhade,
To blend his moanings with the whifpering breeze,
While fympathetic glides the weeping rill
In mazy currents by, and there to thought
Devotes the gloomy hour, complaining oft, 120
In tender firains, how fair Florinda fcorns
His melting heart, and thrills the mournful notes
Of fond, defpairing love ; nor there can long
Indulge his woe, but reftlefs with the croud
Impatient mingles, folace there to find, 125
Amidft the tumult of a madd’'ning world :
« Still haunts the phantom, ftill his bofom burns
‘With unremitted pain, and love refumes
His tyrant empire : how his alter’d looks,
Meagre, and pale, fpeak the diftrafting fiend 130
- Which on his vitals preys; how firength forfakes
His quivering limbs; how, wrapt in awful gloom,
Frail fick’ning nature pines away in woe.
O gently then, ye lovely conqu’rors! ufe
Your unrefifted fway ; forth ftretch your arms, 135
To raife {from abjeét plight the fainting {lave,
And on his tortur’d foul, propitious, pour
The balm of hope ; and now, delighted, tafte
Love's fond delights, while paffion eager pants
In ev’ry vein, and warms your glowing breafts 140
With fairy prolpeéts of tranfporting joys.

Nor, gay Amanda, though, with fighs, to you
The plaintive Damon kneels, and vents his foul
In
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In foftly fwelling ftrains: yet let not thefe
Dilate your heart ; nor look with fcornful air 143
On the gay rivals, who for you conteft
Fair beauty’s prize, and vie, fupreme, to {hine
‘Mid#t the foft circles, where indulgent flow
The foothing hours ; where mufic gently wakes,
Symphonious, every paflion, and attunes 150
The foul to rapture, while diffufive joy
Spreads thro’ the melting throng. For Beauty ftill
By tafte is prov'd ; by her capricious law,
It blooms or withers. Ye! who long have held
"The willing Strephon, o’er th’ obdurate heart 155
Of Damon never reign’d ; while he, fubdu’d
By bright Amanda, fighs his foul away
In unavailing moan., Far from your breaft
Be banifh’d Pride; the high afluming air
I1 {uits the brow, where tendernefs, and love, 160
Should dwelk diftinguifh’d ; nor can reafon judge
Whofe charms fuperior fhine : fome dazzling g orace,
Still namelefs, flafhes on th’ admiring eye.

Bevonp defcription, fairer than her fex,
To me, Florinda feems: how darts her eye 165
Its foul-diffolving fires! how, o’'er her neck,
Gracefully carelefs, falls her auburn hair!
Her mien how foft! can the pure mountain fnow,
With her warm bofom rifing to the throbs
Of undiffembled love, comparc its white? 170
The rofe its red with her's? Nor Strephon lefs
Adores his blooming bride ; the fairer, fhe

P2 Is -
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Is beauty’s felf, and, as fhe gently moves,
Her limbs, proportion’d with unerring fkill,
A thoufand radiant graces in hertrain = 175
Alluring dance. Each namelefs charm is her’s;
And love, and joy, and virtue, fit enthron’d
In ev'ry look and fmile. Not varied more
The human face, with diff’rent features ftampt
By nature’s forming hand, than tafte which views,
An objeds diff'rent, various beauties glow. 181

O waiLe ye glory in your youthful prime,
And yield attention to the {yren voice
Of praife ; in that {oft feafon, when the breaft
A ftrange enchantment feels ; when pleafure pants
In ev’ry vein; and {parkles in the eye 186
Superfluous health ; then guard your hearts
Againft feducing love. : Sufpend, ye fair!
Thefe fofter cares, and liften, while the Mufe
Rifes fuperior to the fading glare 190
Of mortal charms, and now eflays to touch
The heart, and open to the enraptur’d foul
More lafting Beauty, moral and divine,
‘Which grows in age, nor at the pale appraach
Of death decays; but with unblafted grace 193
For ever blofoms. Hail ! bright Virtue, hail !
Propitious come, infpire my glowing breaft
To fing of thee ! without thee, what are all
Life’s gayeft trappings, what the flecting thow 190
Of youth, or charms, which for a moment fpread

Their
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Their vifionary bloom, but with’ring die,
Nor leave remembrance of their fancy’d worth !

Ste, how adorn’d in heav'n’s all-glbrious pomp
Fair Virtue comes, and in her radiant train
Ten thoufand beauties wait: behold, the comes,
To £ll the foul with never-ceafing joy ! 206
Attend her voice, fweet as the folemn founds
Of cherubs, when they {trike their golden harps
In facred concert, while the {ky refounds
Symphonious. Hence, ye fond delufive dreams
Of fleeting pleafure ! fhe the heart diftends 212
With more enduring blifs : kindled by her,
The gen’rous bofom breathes the focial fire,
And beats refponfive to the woes of man.

Now native peace, and harmony divine, 215
Dwell in the foul ; to reafon’s powerful law
Each paffion yields; and her refiftlefs {way
Strugsling corruption owns, nor dares affault
A heart confirm’d by her; and now the fame
OFf nature conquer’d by the. informing voice, 220
Of Reafon, thro’ celeftial manfions flies
On wings angelic; thro’ the winding paths
Of life, fair Prudence guides, and points the road
To happinefs and peace ; while in the brealt
Untainted Innocence and Freedom ‘reign, 225

Tuese are theCharms of Virtue, thefe will bloom

When time {hall ceafe : e’en Beauty’s felf by thefe
P3 More
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More lovely feems, fhe looks with added grace,
And {miles feraphic : nor fhall hoary age
Their bloffloms wither, but perpetual {pring 230
Here fhed her influence ; while a thowy world,
Its varnifh lofing, fhall deceive no more ;
And nature, fick’ning at approaching fate,
Shall fink beneath its doom. Whate’er adorns
- The female breaft, whate’er can move the {foul
With fervent rapture, ev'ry winning grace 236
And mild endearment, tendernefls and love
In fair Afpafia fhine; ’tis her’s to charm
With elocution fweet, and all the flow
Of foft perfuafion, while the fenfual heart 240
Refines, and feels fair Virtue dawning there.

NoRr ye, gay glittering tribe ! who oft-times drink
Of Circe’s poifon’d cup, and down the ftream
Of foothifg pleafure all refiftle(s flow
Enervate, deem unworthy of your wifh 245
The Charms of Virtue. While ye reftlefs feek
The phantom Pleafure, where Indulgence plays
He@midnight gambols, o’er unitable paths
Ye heedlefs wander : as fhe points the way
Thro’ her enchanting maze, th’ illufive form 250
Conceals defiruftion. While with eager hope,
And mad impatience, in a fond embrace

Ver. 238, Afpafia] See this perfc@ charadter in Mr. Johnfon’s
Irene,

Ye
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Ye grafp her panting, lo! the forc’refs darts

Her latent venom thro’ your tortur’d nerves, 254
Then wakes remorfe ; and, fee! on yonder throne,
With woes {urrounded, fell difeafe difplays

Her fnaky creft, and o’er your guilty heads
Shakes all her horrors : anguifh, downcaft fhame,
Succeed, and on the difcontented brow

Satiety fits pale. The feeble knee, 260
Each nérve unbrac’d, beneath the fabric bends!
The tott'ring fabric falls! the fhades of death
Now quench thofe orbs that beam’d impure defire !
And, deeper yet, the gloom of black defpair—

A darknefs to be felt ! —involves the foul ! 265
O, dread this complicated curfe! and turn

With holy horror, from the paths of vice!

Nor think, ye fair, the penfive Mufe forbids
The joys of youth ; {he, with complacent {mile,
Views ye light fluttering ; {he the focial band 270
Joins cheerful, and benevolent implore
Diffufive nature on your heads to thed
Her gay profufion, lavifh all her grace,

And in your bofoms pour the foul of love., =
Lo! rofy youth holds forth her piftur'd fcene 275
With garlands crown’d ; and tow’ring Fancy now
Her gay creation paints : high {wells the breait
With emulation, and joy-teeming life

Its gay allurements thows. Forth by your fide, 279
In glitt’ring grandeur, walks the ehraptur’d fwain :

With graceful eafe, attemp’ring confcious pride,
He
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He {preads his glories to th’ admiring eye,
Awak’d by love, and by the fubtle Flame
Of Beauty kindled, with affiduous care,
And fond fubmiffion, to the cheerful haunts 28;
Of Mirth he leads you, and while wand’ring o’er
Enchanted ground, oft tells the pleafing tale
Perfuafive: gently flow the fmiling hours,
In focial converfe, innocently gay,

Coue, nature, beft informer ! kindly lead 290
Along the flow’ry walk, trod by the feet
Of youthful pleafure ; guide our heedlefs fteps,
And fafe conduét us to the Bow’r of Blifs!
Supreme direétrefs! fhe the breaft inftruts
To breathe Love’s purer flame, graceful improves
Each varied motion, beams th’ exprefiive eye, 296
And gives to Beauty all her pow’r to charm,
0! let her influence fill the diff’'rent {cenes
Of Joy and Love —whether we carelefs firay 299
Along the painted mead, where fragrance blends
Her thoufand {weets ; ortread the lengthen’d walk,
While Mufic cheers the foul, and viftas green
Rifeto the view, and pour their frefh delights
On the bewilder’d eye ; or if we move
Along the hall, refulgent with the blaze 3905
Of India’s ftores, and ev’'ry meafure trace
Or {low or fprightly, while the lover feels
Unufual tranfports rufh upon his foul
In admiration loft. Ah! here, ye fair,
Your gayeft moments pafs: as to the touch  gio

; Ye
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Ye yield your hand, with palpitations quik
The fnowy bofom heaves, and unreferv’d
Breathes the warm wifh of kind confenting Love.

~Far from the bofom of the tender fair,
Where Love alone fhould dwell, fly bafe deceit,
Nor ftain with perfidy the facred fhrine. 316
Who's {he that looks with high imperious mien,
In yonder walk, amidft her rivals, deck’d

In yellow rcbes refplendent ? how fhe moves 319
‘With pratis’d air, and darts her meaning glance
Amidft the throng! thrown proftrate at her feet
The lover pleads, nor fhe the lover hears;
But, fwoln with pride of conqueft, fcornful fmiles.
Yet if arous’d, and confcious of his wrongs,
He bids the laft adie, The yet in ftore 325
Has thoufand winning wiles : the blood forfakes
Her blooming cheek, and on her coral lip
Steals palenefs ; while adorn’d in all the charms
Of weeping Beauty, fhe refiftlels holds
The lover ftill her own. With ftreaming eyes 330
Again he views her, and his yielding heart
Melts with returning Love. — Inconftant ftill,
She, nor by Pity mov’d, nor Gratitude,
Nor awful Virtue, to the fighing {lave.
Refigns her heart —there vanity fill dwells, 335
’Midft her fantaftic joys enthron’d, and plans
Unnumber'd conquefts o’er admiring Man,

Love is not her’s, fhe never taftes the fweets

Of mutual rapture, mutual fond efteem,
Nor
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Nor knows the charms of trauth ; her bofom beats
With other throbs. Anxieties and fears, 341
Ambition’s train ! vex her afpiring foul, ?
And difappointment leaves its baleful fting,
Be this her portion ! let her ftill poffels
The dear deceits ! — Awake, delufive thoughts, 345
Self-adulation come, and in her breaft
Your foft enchantments pour! life’s glories raife
The fplendid fcene, and deck th’ exulting fair
In all your fancied pomp ! —Nor envy her,
Ye faithful few, whom the celeftial grace 359
Of Truth infpires! for, while fhe eager grafps
The flatt’ring forms, they faithlefs all elude
Her fond embrace, and fleet in empty air.

Taue fair Amanda knows no praltis'd guile
To captivate the foul : {weet Innocence 355
And Truth are her’s, and Beauty unadorn’d,
Save when diffufive fteals the glowing blufh,
And fhews her bright in ev’ry virgin charm.
Her eyes no conquefts feck, nor beats her breaft
With anxious throbs; {he affe@ation’s wiles g60
Nor praétifes nor knows: ftranger to thefe,
She, only confcious of her virgin worth,
Heaves nature’s fighs, and, dreft in nature’s grace,
All lovely feems, and moves attraftive on
Amidft admiring fwains: at her approach 365
Each bofom flutters, while the lovely maid
Nor fcornful looks, nor with confenting fmile
Bids admiration all its incenfe pour

To
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To her bewitching charms : yet on her brow
Modeft referve oft fits, forbidding all 970
Love’s wanton hopes. The fair Amanda thus
Refiftlels empire holds; while aw’d we gaze
On ev’ry charm, and at a diftance figh,

Yer while the feafon of your blooming youth
Glides gently on, and lib’ral nature thow’rs 375
Her gayeft bleflings, peaceful, on your heads;
O! then let Science on your eafy hours
Serenely fteal : oft when the bufy fcene
Of meddling Care, and fond officious Love
Sits on your eyes, and Solitude invites 380
To Meditation, let her mind infufe
Her {weet inftru&tion : fhe the {oul exalts
To dignity ; for when, with Knowledge blefs’d,
Fair Beauty {miles upon the bluthing brow,

Her foft perfuafion wins the yiclding heart 85
Refiftlefs, each with glowing ardour hears

Her cloquence divine, the tuneful flow

Of fweeteft periods, warbling from the lips
Where raptures hang : the captivated foul, 389
While Beauty triumphs, owns her boundlefs {fway.

Ozt let me wander thro’ the green retreat,
Where Meditation dwells, and rofes thed
Their mild perfumes wak’d by the genial breath
Of May, while gently by the purling fiream
Its cryftal waters rolls : to crown my blifs 395

Let fvect Ardelia come, on her attends
Each
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Each mild engaging grace, each namelefs charm
Alluring ; Nature, bounteous, on her brow
Beams all its beauties, and the foul by her
Is charm’d to rapture, fhe the mind informs 400
With knowledge, which from her perfuafive tongue
Alluring ftreams ; while Mufic lends its voice
Melodious, and the Sapphic Mufe awaits
Seft in her train, to breathe into her breaft
Th’ infpiring Genius ; fhe in melting lays, 405
Sweet as herfelf, in the warm bofom wakes
The fond delights of ' Love. Here let us join
To fing of Nature, as we pleas’d furvey
The beauteous landfcape round, or frequent turn
The moving page, where glows poetic flame 410
And harmony ; with nature’s Shakefpear rove
Thro’ all his fairy regions, or oft fly
With Milton, boundlefs, through ethereal worlds.
¥.et raptur’d fancy feel the circling year
" Roll o’er our heads, and mark the changing fcenes
Of nature, dreft in his immortal lays, 416
Who fung the Seafons. Thus may gentle hours
In fweet improvement pafs, and ftill return
Aufpicious; for with thee, the beating heart
Feels fond emotion, and the foul diffolves 420
In fpeechlefs tranfport of encreafing joy.

Y= lovely fair, while flow’ry chaplets bind
Your youthful brows, and o’er the verdant paths

Ver. 417%. Scafons.] Written by Mr. Thomfon,
: Of

\
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Of gently gliding life ; ye graceful fweep,
Array’d in purple pride ; as on your breaft 425
The diamond fhines, and in .your floating train
The ruby glows, and emeralds around
Befet the flying robe ; while dazzling thus
In orient pomp, forgive if yet the Mule,
In moralizing ftrains, eflays to draw 430
The ev’ning veil o’er all the glitt’ring fhow.

Vain is their blaze, which, like the noon-tide
day,
Dazzles the eye: fo flaunt the gawdy flow’rs
In vernal glory, wide diffufing round
Their odoriferous {weets, and thoot :P}ofufc 435
Their blofloms forth, and flourifh in their May,
In nature’s livery clad ; but when the fun
Beams in his pride, they droop their blufhing heads,
Their blofloms wither, and their varied tints
Fade with his fultry rays. Behold, ye fair, 440
Your gay delufions, read in nature’s book
Their tranfitory life ; how quickly fleets
The dream of pleafure, at the pale approach
Of death, grim, blafting all your pi&ur’d hopes.
So fell Amynta in her bloom of days. 445
Joy flulh’d her brow, and expeftation fwell’d
‘Her beating bofom ; Love its tribute paid
To her bewitching charms, about to tafte
Connubial tranfports, and in Damon’s arms
To fhare the licens’d blifs ; while virtue’s {elf 450
Beheld complacent the indulging pair. iy
-3 0 ELATED
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Erarep thus, the fair Amynta felt
The pangs of love; her wifhes wing’d their flight
To future periods; in idea all
Life’s fofteft bleflings revel’d in her heart, 455
Oft did the lovers court the lonely fhade,
Reclufely happy, there to mingle fighs
In nature’s warmth: thrown on the flow’ry lap
Of the frefh earth, where rofes blufh around,
They breath’d their mutual vows, and tafted all 460
Th’ endearing fweets of uncorrupted love.
Dear haplefs fair, amidft her warmcfh hopes,
When fancy figur’d all the tender fcene
Of mutual rapture, fhe devoted fell
The mournful viétim of the conqu’ring hand 465
Of unrelenting death: he dread approach’d,
And nature trembled at his ghaftly mien.
Her Damon now, in moving ftrains, laments,
And fadly penfive to her facred tomb
He oft repairs, there drops alover's tear; 470
While fond remembrance opens all the fcene
Of paft delight, calls forth his beauteous bride
In vifionary bloom, once more to blaze
In all-attraftive charms, till loft again
The phantom glides in air: all nature wears 475
To him a face of woe, the valleys round
Re-eccho doleful to his moving moan.

So Beauty fades, fo fleets its Thowy life,
As droops the lily, clad in all its pride
Of rich array. Yet while the penfive Mufe
Tor
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Touches the {prings of grief, may no dark gloom
O’erwhelm your fouls, for innocence furvives

To bloom eternal : and while life invites

To view its gayer fcenes, amidft the pemp

Of radiant courts, ftill cheerful move along 483
Its flow’ry walks, and lead witlrjovial heart

The laughing moments on ; for Beauty thines
Firft in the gaudy circles, and commands

Fond admiration.—As Britannia’s {fons

Excel in every virtue, manly brave 490
Amidft the alarms of fate, gen’rous, fincere ;

By glory kindled, may her virgins too,
Supremely fair, ‘midft beauty’s brighteft blaze

In foft perfeftions fhine! may Hymen wave

His purple wings, and o’er the facred couch 493
His azure mantle fpread, as down ye fink

In wedlock’s chafte embrace, and oft renew

The hallow’d rapture : thus may peaceful life
Flow undifturb’d, nor jarring feud invade

Your happy hours. And, ye gay circles, now 500
Forgive the Mufe, who daring thus hath {ung
Of Beauty’s Triumphs, tho’ unequal far

To the delightful theme ; yet Beauty charm’d

My foul, and pour’d into my glowing breaft

Her fafcination, led me thro’ the maze 505
Of love : nor unambitious of applaufe

She courts your {miles, your’s is her pleafing fong,
To you fhe warbles, and devoted pays

Her fond oblation to your radiant charms.

Q3 But
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But chief indulgent, *midft the fhining throng 510
Will fair Florinda fmile ; fhe firft infpird
My heart with love, to her my early Mufe
Her infant raptures pour'd ; happy if now
Sweet flow my numbers on her judging ear,
And feal perfualive to her virgin breaft, 515
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INDEX to the Sucar-Cane.

Acaffee, a thorn, 34,
Achras, a tree, 143.
Afric, genius of, 119.
Amphytrite, what, 92.
Anguilla, defcribed, 111,
Antigua, praife of] 93.
Anata, 144.
Anana, a pine-apple, 30, 143
Alligator, an amphibious animal, 54.
Aufonia, [Italy] 74. :
Atlantic ocean, 94.
Avaro, a charaéter, ro4.
Avocato pear-tree, §.
Avon, river, 100.
Arrow, what, 18.
Annan, hills of, go.
Aurelius, [Governor of the Leeward iflands] 4.
‘Arfenic, poifon, 56,
Amyntor, a friend, 23.
Albion, [England] 134, 141, 149.
Attic land, [Athens] 133.
Afia’s king, ib.
Ants, an nfedt, 63.
Antii!lc ifles, 17.
Angola pea, 139.
Apple, I:ﬁzﬂ, 595.,

B,
ARBADOES-ISLAND, praife of, 16.
A2 Barbuda-ifland, deferibed, 111,
Bonavifl, 140.
Bermudas, iflands of, 101,
Blight, or blaft, 62.
Burr, what, 67.
Bird, tropic, 76.
Boneta-filh, ib.
Briftol, praife of, 100,
Broom-bufh, 147.
Banana, a tree, ib.
Barbecue, 10¢.
Bilcay, bay of, 73.
Belgium, 74.
Banlhaw, Negro-inftrument of mufic, 157,
Banian-tree, 15. g

A.
ACA]OU, a cherry tree, p. 8, 1235,

Bay-grape tree, 146..

EDAR-TREE, p. 6.
Caffia-tree, 7, 143 Q3 Ceiba,
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Ceiba, a large tree, 7.
Caffada-fhrub, 39; 139.
Cotton-fhrub, 41, 141.-
Cacao-tree, 41.
Coffee-thrub, 42, 1471.
Carnation, Spanith-fhrub, 35.
Chickweed, 58.

Crabs, land, 26.
Cockroach, infe&, ib.
Cathay, 65.

Chigres, a fmall infedt, 130.
Chirimoia, fruit, 143.
Crickets, 146.

Calm, effects of 3, 6g.
Cow-itch, [vine] 57, 132,
Cochinille, an infect, 60s

* Coco-nut tree, 7.

China-fhrub, 84.

Calpe, rocks of ] 106.
Cambria, 111.

Cooler, what, 97, 102«
Cane, Sugar, 3.

—— dumb, 9g9-
Calaloo, an Indian pot-herb, 1414
Charente, a river, 75.
Calaba, a large tree, 93.
Condor, alarge Bird, 44,
Coco-fhrub, 41, 1471.
Caffiterides, tin, 133.
Conch, 126.

Columbus, praife of; 12.
Cale, Indian, 140.

D.
'I)YER, praife of, 4, 8qu'
A Dolphin, [filh] 76.
Drave, river, Y27+
Dorcheftria, [county] 20.
Dove, mountain, 57.
Diofcoria, a vine, 2I.:
Death, yellow, 38. Il-

DDA, an efcnlent rcot, 40, 149
' Eagle, white, 124,
Eron, college, 72.
Enna, 11, 134,

F.
P RUIT, forbidden, $.
" Fire-fly, 44.
¥ly, yellow, 6e.
—-, fand; 25,
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Fig, bearded Indian, alarge tree, 15,29, 144,

—-, fhrub, 61.
Fifhes, winged, 76.
Fem-tree, 29.

UAVA-TREE, 7.

Guaiac-tree, 8.
Guayaquil river, 54.
Gallinazo, a bird, ib.
" Granadilla, 2 vine, 145.
Grape, a fea-fide tree, 1554
Greece, 74.
Ginger-root, 40.
Grampian hills, 35.
Guilandina, fhrub, 1371,

155
ESIOD, [Aferean bard] praife, of;
~ A Helen, [Queen] 92. iR i

Hiccory, a large tree, g4.
Humming-bird, 3z.
Hurricane defcribed, 65,
Hura, a tree, 107.

AMAICA, praife gf; 12,
—, plumb-tree, 63,

alap, root, 146.

ferne, [Ireland] 138. ¥

ew-fith, IIr.

Johnfon, Mr. S. praife of, 1eé,
ifis [Oxford] 72. ¢
Indus river, 128.

unio, tale of, 72.

Tumbee beeds, 37.

Karukera ifland, 96.
L

ABAT, Pere, 90.
Lennox, Mrs. praife of, 106.]
Lemon-tree, 30.
Leprofy, difeafe, 132.
Liamuiga ifland, 19, 102,
Lime-tree, 30./
Lime-marble, 100.
Lincoln, []‘.irei::l 89.
Liquorice, wild, a vine, 37¢
Li;lard, st A X5
Locuft, large tree, 7.
Logwood-tree; 33,
J.ufitania, (11,

Lybia,
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Lybia, wilds of, 120.
Lybian, 121, 125,

M.

MACHAON‘s art [that of healing] 124,
Madre de Cacao, a tree, 4I.

Magofs, what, 87.

Maize, or Millet,” Indian, 123, 146,

Mammey-tree, I42.

Mangrove-tree, 54.

" Maro, Virgil, praife of] 4.

Marne-river, I0G.
Markley-hill, 19.

Maftick, a large tree, 93.
Matanina ifland, 96.

Melvil, General, praife of, 120,
Melafles, ufe of, 103, 132.
Melon, 142.

Miguas, 130,

Mill-peints, what, 66.
Montano, a charaéter, 39.
Monkey, defcribed, g 3.
Mofquito, fly, 25.
Mountferrat ifland, praife of, 16.
Mungoes, an animal, 56,
Mufa, a tree, 145.

Mufcovado, what; 6, 97, 10L.
Myrtle, plant, 37.

EVIS ISLAND, praife of; 16.
: Newfoundland, 138.
Negroes, Afric, 121.
Congaw, 124.
Congo, 121.
Cormantee, 122.
Gold coaft, ib.
1bbos or Ebbos, 55.
—— Papaw, 119, 12.1.
Nicecars, a fhrub, 131,
Niger-river, 119.
Nightthade, 56.

——

BIA, Negro-magic, 135
O Qchra-fhrub, 140.
©Opuntia-fhrub, 61.
Orange-tree, 39, 33, 11)41-

ALZMON, 87.
Palmeto, palm-iree,. 68, 144,
Panfpan-tree, 63.
Papaya,
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Papaya, or Papaw-tree, 108, 119,
Pa%igora, a v!;ne,. 145, e
Penfilvania, 138.

Percy, praile of, 73.

Pine-apple, 30.

Po, name of a fhip, 75.
Polydamna, [Queen] 92.

Porto Santo land, 73.

Potatos, I40.

Philips, praife of, 4, 19
Plantane-tree, 30.

Prickly pear, a fhrub, 36.

. Privet fbrub, 35.

Quanza river, 124.

ALEIGH, Sir Walter, 40, 93,

Rats, their nature, 54
Rey River, 122,
Ricinus, shyﬁc-m‘tt, 34.
Rio-grande river, I19.
Rocou, 152.
Romuey, Lord, praile of, 6.
Rum, its virtues, 105,
Rhine River, 11I.
Rhubarb, 59.

S

ABBACA, a tree, 8.
») Sabrina, a river, 100
Sappadilla-tree 73.
Seafon, what, 62.
Semprevive, a vegctable, 124,
Senega-river, IIg.
Senfitive plant, g8.
Solanum-plant, 137.
Solfaterre, what, 7o.
Sommerville, praile of, 4.
Sourfop-tree, 40.
Sugar, its qualities, 99
Scotia, rocks of, 111.
Shark, defcribed, 76.
Shaddock, 8.
Shakelpear, praife of, 100,
Shenftone, praife of, 52.
Sheen, royal walks of, 73.
Smart, praife of, 4.
Snakes, g4.
Spain, 134.
Stocks, what, 66, -
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St. Chriftopher, ifland, praife of] o,
Skimmings, fugar, ufe of, 10¢.

AMARIND-TREE, - 43, 143.
"Tanies, a root, 4o,
Temper, 18,
Tille, a river, 106,
Tobago ifland, 93.
‘Tops, gemmy, 22,
‘Tobacco, 4o.
Townlhend, -the Honourable General, praife of, 110,
Tull, praife of, 23.
Turpentine-tree, 14, 131,
Turtle, 1114
Thames, praife of, 72, 106,

Theana, tale of, 42, *
‘Thiftle, yellow, z7.
Thone, 92.

Tyrteus, 110,

V.

VENUS of }\fledici, 74

Vervain-plant, ¢9, 124,
Vine, prickly,?us. ; :
Vigornian hills, 106.
Virginia, gg.
Virgin-ifles, 63.
Volga-river, 6o,
Violta-river, 122.
Urtica, fith, 75.

; w.
‘ ‘ JALLER, praife of, 1o1,
Water-lemon, 151.
Wind-trade, 63.
Wolfe, General, praife of, 61.
Worms, their bane, g7, 123, 124, 127, 38
Whitehead, praie of, 100,
White, praliﬁ‘:3 of, ‘106.

AWS, how curablé, 121.
Yams, their ufes, 21, 123,

Z.
AIRE-RIVER, rz21.
Zumbadore-bird, 44.
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BOOKS, &c. printed and {old by
W. Sleater, at Pope’s-Head on Cork-hill.

H E Triumvirate; or the Authentic Memoirs
of Andrews, Beville and Carewe, (12mo.)
2 Vols, 5s. 5d.bound.
Gray’s-Inn Journal. By Mr. Murphy, 2 Vols.
&6 kids
Yorick’s Sermons. Written by Laurence Sterne,
A.M. Prebendary of York, 2 Vols. 5s. 5d.
Smollet’s Travels, 2 Vols. 5s. 5d. bound.
Advice to the People in general with Regard to
their Health. By Dr. Tiflor. With Notes by
J. Kirkpatrick, M. D. (8vo.) 4s. 4d.
The Hiftory of the Marquis de Rofelle, 2 vols,
bound together, gs. gd.

- Douglas on the Mufcles, gs. gd.

The Pifture; a Novel. By the Mifs Minifies of
Fairwater in Somerfetfhire, g3 Vols. bd. in one
gs. gd.

Lettcrsa on different Subjeéts. By the Author of
the unfortunate Mother’s Advice to her abfent
Daughter, bound 2s, 8d. half,

The young Gentleman and Lady’s Geography,
25 8d. half.

Scle@ Tragedies of Sophocles. By T. Franklin,
M. A. Greek Profeffor in the Univerfity of
Cambridge, 2s. 8d. half.

The Adventures of the Marquis de Noailles and
Mademoifelle Tencin, 2s. 8d. half,

The Generous Briton; or the Memoirs of William

Goldimith, Efq; 2s. 8d. half,

The Chinefe Tales. Tranflated by the Rev. Mr.
Stackhoufe, 2s. 2d.

The Clergyman’s Companion, containing the Of-

" fices of Baptifm both public and private, Ma-

i

trimony, Vifitation and Communion of the Sick,
and the Burial of the Dead, &c. bound plain,

Vofter’s
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BOOKS, &

Vofter's Arithmetick, 2s. 2d.

Churchill’s Sermons, 25, 2d.

Dr. Hamilton’s Philofophical Effays, fewed, 2s. 2d,

Artis Logicz Compendium, in ufum Juventutis
Collegii Dublinienfis, 1s. 8d.

The Family Treafury; or Fountain of true and
ufeful Knowledge in Gardening, Horfes and
other mifcellaneous Articles, 1s. 7d, half.

The Virtuous Novelift; or inftru@ive and polite .
Stories, Romances and Effays; for the Enter-
tainment of Children, 1s. 4d.

Biblia; or 2 Summary of the Old a: d New Tefta-
ments ; with 18 Copper-plates; 1s. 4d.

The Adventures of Humphry Wildman. 1s. 1d. :

The Correfpondence of Theoddfius and Conftan=
tia, fewed, 15. 1d. o

Cheyne on the Gout, 1s5. 1d.

- Valor and Beneficiorum ; or the Firft Fruits of all

the Ecclefiaftical Benefices in Ireland, 6d. half.

Five Sermons, dedicated to the young Gentlemen
Students of the Univerfity of Dublin, 1s. 1d.

The Excellency of the Spiritual Law contained in
the Gofpel. .~ By James Stronge, A.M, 6d. half.

Dr. Watfon’s Effay on (Economy, 6d. half.

Shibboleth ; or every Man a Free-Mafon, (explain-
.ing ‘the whole Arcana of that grand Myftery)
6d. half, i

The Good Samaritan ; or ufeful Family Phyfician,
By Dr, Lobb, 6d. half. - ]

Dr. Redmond on the Virtues of Antimony, gd.

Dr, Gaft on Charity-Schools, 6d. half,

Rev. Mr. Dodd’s Sermon-on the Magdalen Charity,
4d. :

Duty of a Bithop, 4d. -

The Pgficiples of the Chriftian Religion explained
infa fhost and familiar Catechifm. By Samuel
Lord Bifhop of St. David’s, gd.

. The Nature and Defign of Chriftianity, 2 d.
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