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THE FRENCH EDITOR’s
PREFACE

TO THE SECOND EDITION,

THE firlt edition of the following volume was pres
pured for the prefs with fo much hurry and precipitation,
that all the zeal and affiduity of the Writers were unable
to prevent [everal inaccuracies from creeping into the work
nor was I at that time poflefied of all the information with
which it is now augmented.

The prodigious fuccefs it has obtained, muft therefore
be attributed to the intereft excited by the unfortutunate
men who are the fubje@ of it, rather than to any merit
the work itfelf may boaft.

In the former edition, the chapter of Anecdutes of the
18th Fruétidsr was not [ufficiently full, nor did it give a
complete idea of the events of that memorable day. This
chapter has now been confiderably enlarged, and thus forms
a Complete Hiltory of a Revolution, of which it is highly
interefting and important to know both the caufes and the
effedts. '

In the firft edition alfo was remarked fome degree of con-
fufion in the arrangement of the materials, arifing from the
great hafte with which it was fent to prefs. In the prefent,
1 have endeavoured to correét this defe@, and have given
the events it relates, in the chrono]ogicall order of time in
which they happened, and which is fo necelfary to be ob.
ferved in every hiftorical narration,

GIGUET.

2 SECRET



SECRET ANECDOTES,
&e. &e.

SEVERAL dags previous to the 18th Fructidor the
moft confpicuous of the Deputics having met toge-
ther, a member of the Committee of Infpeftors pro-
pofed to attack the Directory, and put Barras, Reu-
bell, and Laréveilliére-Lepaux under accufation.
But the majority, confifting of temporizers, thus
oppofed the meafure. * The conftitution,” faid
one, “ will fuffice for our defence.”— The con-
¢ flitution has no power againft the force of
« cannon,” replied Willot, ¢ and ’tis thus the

-~

¢ Dircctory will refift your decrees.”—¢ The fol-

¢ diers will not be for them,” faid the temporizers.

-

¢ The foldiers are for thofe who command them,”
replied their opponents; * and if you do not de~
¢ cide, you are loft.”—¢¢ The attack of the Diretory
*¢ is too hazardous an enterprife,” faid another.
¢ *Tis not fo much as the taking of a redoubt,” re-
B plied



(2)
plied Willot with energy, ““and I will undertake
it.”  But Willot, Pichegru, and De la Rue, were
treated as wrong-headed enthufiafls; and there the
matter ended.

The next day two members of the Committee
of the Council of Five Hundred waited on the
Dire@or Carnot, who received them very coldly.
His friend Lacuée had contrived to perfuade him
that the royalifis alone would be gainers by the in-
tended change ; and that the removal of his three
colleagues was a mere pretext. - Hence Carnot re-
plied to the members of the Committee,  that he
¢ would by no means confent to the accu-
¢ fation propofed ; that he perceived royalifm be-
¢ hind the {cenes, and that he had no inclination to
¢ be hanged.”

Some days before this he had faid te two Depu-
ties who were urging him to a decifion; ¢ I will
¢ not have any concern with it. Whenever you
¢ attack a member of the Directory, 'tis with him I
¢ fhall unite.”

Lacuée, one of the Direétorial obfervers, had fo
conducted himfelf as to have nothing to fear from
either party, The triumvirate owed him much,
and he contributed in no fmall degree to the mif-
fortunes of his colleagues.

During
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During the night of the 16th, fome members of
the Council of Five Hundred waited on the Com-
mittee of Infpectors, to inform them that an Aid-de-
camp of one of the Directorial Generals had juft
received orders to mount his horfe, and attend his
commanding officer. The members of that Com-
mittee were furprifed at this intelligence, while fome
of them laughed at thofe who communicated it.
The attack did not take place, and the next day
the incredulous triumphed in their forefight. Em-
mery, one of thofe who had boafted the moft of
their moderation, faid from the tribune, ¢ that the
¢ reprefentatives who had communicated that in-
¢ telligence were alarmifts.”

"Tis {carcely poflible to form an idea of the un.-
fufpecting fecurity of this clafs of the Deputies.
They met every night in the hall of the Council of
Ancients. On the 17th every one declared his
grounds of fear, or of hope. The former were in-
numerable and decifive, but were rejeéted by the
faction of the Incredulows. Vaublanc went fo far as
to propofe a wager to Quatremér, who maintained
that the legiflative body would be attacked.

It was at this time that Bourdon de 1'Oife, who
was well practifed in revolutionary commotions,
came forward amidft the difputants, and faid with

32 fury
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fury and indignation, « You cannot repulfe bayo-
 nets with a fhicld of paper. 1 know but one
¢ means of defence—to go to the Luxembourg, and
¢ take off the heads of the confpirators.”— He is
 drunk,” faid fome, of the members coldly ; and
iney proceeded with the difcuffion of the merit and
the power of the conftitutional act.

The placard which the Dire@ory intended to
poft up againft Pichegiun being prefented to him, he
faid, « I fhall reply to it to-morrow from the tri-
“* bune.”—*It will perhaps then be too late,” faid
they.—¢ Then,” added he, “it fhall be before the
« High Court.”

At ten o'clock at night a member of the Counecil
of Five Hundred went to confult Barthélemy. ¢ I
« well know,” faid he, * that three of my col-
¢¢ leagues are plotting fome confpiracy ; but they
¢ are not ready, they can do nothing within three
¢ or four days.” This aflurance, which was im-
mediately communicated to the aflembly, was a
triumph to the Quietifts, and every one peaceably
returned to his home and to his bed.

It was Merlin who fuggefted the plan of opera-
tions to the triumvirate, and at that time he doubted
not but he thould, in his turn;, be one day the viGtim
of a fimilar revolution. Reubell approved of Mer-

> lin's
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lin’s plan ; but Barras entertained fome fears, and
left to the Theophilanthropic patriarch the glory of
determining before him. At length Sottin deter-
mined all their opinions, by affuring them that
the Councils were to commence the attack that very
night.. The chara&er of Sottin did not correfpond
with his name. He was no fool. He knew that
fear itfelf made cowards brave. He recurred, there-
fore, to intimidation, and Barras became coura-
geous. Sottin was of an active, enterprifing (pirit,
and propofed to thoot Carnot and forty-two Deﬁu-
tics, among whom were Thibandeau and Dupont
of Nemours. Laréveillére, and more efpecially
Dondeau, afterwards Minifier of Police, confidered
this meafure as dangerous, and dreaded it§ execu-
tion. They adjourned, therefore, the decifion of
their fate till after the victory.

It was alfo under difcuffion to fhoot the coms
mandant of the guard of the two Councils, Co-
chon, Ex-minifter of Police, General Morgan, Dof-
fonville, Agent of Police, and three or four journal-
ifls. Reubell alfo infifted on Bourdon de I'Oife
being facrificed. As deportation had not as yet
been propofed, they fpoke only of imprifoning Bar-
thélemy, and declaring his nomination void. He
was to be replaced by Augereau: but the trium-

virg
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virs did not keep their word with him. He took
his revenge on the zoth Prairial.

The confpirators did not expeét o eafly a vidtory
as they eventually obtained ; Barras, therefore, re-
figned to Augereau the duty of appearing at the
head of the troops. Barras, it feems, is far from
being deftitute of prudence.

Sottin propofed to the triumvirs to poft up in
the night of the 17th an addrefs, dcc&aring that the
Directory had only repulfed force by force, and
that they had jufi been attacked by the troops of
the two Councils. ¢ That affertion,” faid Laré-
veillére, ¢¢ is but too eafily contradiéled ; the peo-
¢ ple will nat believe it.”—¢¢ They will believe it
 fora day,” replied Sottin,  and that is all we
 want; what they may think aficr to-morrow is
¢ of little importance.” The ingenious Minifier
undertook to draw up the addrefs, and before five
in the morning it was pofied all over Paris; care
was alfo taken to difperfe it over the departments.

Before the alarm-gun was fired, the triumvirate
gave orders to arrefi the Directors Barthélemy and
Carnot. A German Adjutant-general in the French
fervice was appcintcd to execuic thefe orders.

Carnot preferred being himfelf vanquithed to
conquering in conjunction with men whom he

confidered
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confidered as royalifts; on the one hand he had
only deportation to fear; on the other, as a regi-
cide, he imagined the gallows would be his fate.
Indeed he was very near being arrefied, in which
cafe he would undoubtedly have been affaffinated;
for the triumvirs, thinking they had caufe to fear
him, had given orders to that effect; he had him-
{elf taken no precautions, and was in bed when the
runners fent in fearch of him arrived; his brother
almoft loft his prefence of mind; but his fervant,
who was not at all difconcerted, took a candle,
declared that his mafier had gone to bed in his
little apartment, and while conduding the guard
thither, gave Carnot’s brother time to nppfiﬁ: him,
and favowr his efcape. The Direttor fled, almoft
naked, by one of the gates of the Luxembourg
garden, of which he had kept the key, but not
finding it readily, his condultor was obliged to
return for it, and quitted the apartment on one
fide, as the guard entered it on the other; he was,
however, fortunate enough not to be furprifed.
€arnot, not knowing whither to go, went at
firlt toa lodging-houfe, but not finding any apart-
ments at liberty, he determined to repair to the .
houfe of a friend, who had himfelf taken flight
through fear of being arrefted. In the mean while

1 : the
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the firing of cannon was heard, and numerous
patroles were parading the fireets ; Carnot, there-
fore, was obliged to truft himfelf to his friend's
porter, to whom he deelared his npame and fitua-
tion, and folicited an afylum : the poor fellow was
too much awake to fympathy and misfortune to
hefitate a moment; his lodge became the
fanctuary . of hofpitality, and the fugitive Director
zemained there feveral days without any adverfe
event, fill he had time to choofe another retreat.
Carnot, then, is not dead, as the world has
been difpofed to imagine, though his fituation
does nat permit us to name the fpot where he has
fecreted himf(elf {rom his enemies, but we can
affure the public that he docs not repent of his
polilicai conduct ; he only reproaches limfelf for his
crimes ; he remembers with tefror, and perhaps with
grief, the cvent of the 21t of January, and the
remorfe he feels doubles the weight of his misfor-
tunes. :
Barthélemy did not efeape arrefiation, though
Barras. had  endeavoured that very evening to
awaken his apprehenfions; but his indolence was
fo great that he did not take the fmalleft precau-
tion: after playing a game at back-gammon he
went to refi, and was taken in his bed.
. Barthélemy,
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Barthélemy, though not poflefied of great talents,
has a very found judgment, and confiderable diplo-
matic knowledge, though his correfpondence, how-
ever, with the Committee of Public Safety, affords
juft caufe of reproach. He entered, it is true, on
the directorial funétion with very good intentions;
he fhuddered at the conduét of his colleagues, and
{till more at being aflociated with them in office :
the evening preceding his arreftation he appeared
very averfe to believe that meafure probable; and
when Carnot parted from him, the latter faid
with a laugh; ¢ Be not uncafy, my dear Barthé-
“lemy; they will perhaps endeavour to affaflinate
““ me ; but as to you, you are too harmlefs a man
“to be dreaded; they will treat you like one of
“ thofe thadows of kings called Rois fainéans ; they
* will fhave your head, and fhut.you up in a
¢ monaftery.”

Neither of them believed the blow would be
{iruck fo foon. 'When Barthélemy was arrefted he
did not indulge a moment’s refletion, and had net
even the prcfcﬁcc of mind to demand a fight of the
order of arreftation: ¢ Oh, my country.!” were
the only words that efcaped him, - Le Tellier then"
addrefling the guard, afked leave to accompany
his mafter; Barthélemy could net help fhedding

c tears ;
®

e
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tears; and Le Tellier ardently prefling his hand,
exclaimed with the energy of exalted virtue, *“ No,
¢ never, never, will I forfake you.”

The members of the committee had no fooner
met, than a confiderable force furrounded them,
at the head of which was Augereau. Rovére
and Willot were defirous to attempt to force a paf-
fage through this body, holding their pifiols in
their hands; but Pichegru oppofed the meafure.
“ The reft of our colleagues,” faid he, *“ have no
¢ arms, and thefe wretches would mafiacre them ;
¢ let us not abandon them.” At that moment a
noife was heard ; it was the reprefentative De Ia
Rue, who, unwilling to feparate his fate from that
of his colleagues, had the courage thrice to force a
paflage through the guard to join the committee.
In vain had he been apprifed at his own houfe of
the danger he was about to incur; he was deaf to
the counfels of friendfhip ; and, having embraced
his wife and children in their fleep, repaired to his
#lleagues, ‘When he arrived, Pichegru exclaimed,
“ My dear De la Rue, what brings you hither ?
“* we are on the point of being arrefled.”—¢ Well,”

.rcplicd De la Rue, “ we fhall then be arrefted
¢ together.”
4 Prefently
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Prefently after the troops came in.  In the
“ name of the Dire&ory,” faid an Aid-du-camp of
Augereau, ¢ [ arreft you.”—¢ Wretch,” faid Piche-
gru, “how dareft thou pronounce thofe words t”
¢ Soldiers,” exclaimed another member, “ would
¢ you be fo bafe as to arreft the Reprefentatives of
¢« the People, or lay hands on your General, Piche-
“ gru?”  On hearing thefe words they looked at
each other, and dared not advance, till Augereau
himfelf arrived, and undertook tg‘exccute the order
of the triumvirs with the affiftance of the officers
of his ftaff. Four officers fell upon Pichegrus
Augereau and four others feized Willot; Aubry,
De la Rue, and Rovére, were arrefied, in like man-
neér; in vain did they all endeavour to defend them-
felves 5 they were forced to yield to fuperior num-
bers. Rovére and Pichegru were wounded, and
their clothes torn in pieces ; and De la Rue, who
had fucceeded in getting hold of one of his piftols,
which he was about to point at Augereau, received
a wound in the arm from a bayonet, which difabled
him, and deprived him of his weapon.

Dumas, a member of the committee of the
Council of Elders, was prefent when they were firft
furrounded ; upon which he went down ftairs with
great apparent unconcern; relying on his militaty

c2 drefs
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drefs to facilitate his flight; the fentinel declared
that none could go out; 1T know it,” replicd
Dumas, “ for I have juft given the order myfelf.”
—*¢ 1 afk pardon, General,” faid the foldier ; and
Dumas paffed on without further interruption.
His next difficulty was the quitting Paris, for
which purpofe he mounted his horfe, and took two
of his friends with him as Aid-du-camps; the inge-
nious General, on his arrival at the barriers of the
city, gave his orders, paffed along the outfide of
the wall under pretext of going to another poft,
and thus at length got off.

Bourdon de 1'Oife had alfo come to the com-
mittee in the morning, and was in the hall whena
foldier, who had doubtlefs ferved with him under
the banners of the revolution, feemed to take an
intereft in his fate, and endeavoured to fave him
by puthing him rudely towards the door; which
Bourdon perceiving, thowed an indignation® that
does him honour. ¢ Your favour,” exclaimed he,
¢ humiliates me; I will mot fly. Oh, my col-
¢ Jeagues " continued he, ¢ forget my errors; [
¢ will merit your efteem by fharing your fate.”
On hearing thefe words they fell vpon him, and
treated him in a barbarcus manner: as he was
drawing along in a cart, he was continually

uttering
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nitering imprecations againft the temporizers,

¢¢ who,” he faid, ¢ were the caufe of this cata-
# firophe.”

All the avenues of the Thuilleries were occupied
by the troops of Augereau, and no one was per-
mitted to enter; yet at feven o'clock about thirty
members of the Council of Five Hundred affembled
in their hall, to which they paffed through the
fiables and gardens, and by fealing the walls in
the neighbourhood. Here they were waiting for
the arrival of maore of their colleagues, when one
of them declared that the infpeftors had been
viclently carried off, and that the armed force were
driving the reprefentatives of the people from the
hall of the Council of Ancients. Not doubting the
fame fate awaited them, the thirty deputies imme-
diately formed themfelves into a regular” fitting,
under the prefidency of Siméon.

The firft refolution they adopted was to fummon
the commandant of the poft at the iron gate of the
great court to their bar, to give him orders to allow
frt;c ingrefs and regrefs to the ferjeants of the hall,
who were infiruéted to collect the abfent members.
This commandant was the worthy Blot, the only
officer who at this time feems to have felt a juft
fente of honour and of his duty. Iama prifoner

¥ ag
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replied he, ¢ becaufe 1 refufed

1

% as well as you,’
“ to obey any orders but thofe of my commandant ;
¢ a detachment is placed in the avenue to block
“ me up, together with my grenadiers.” This
intelligence put an end to all hopes of external
communication s fince therefore they could not
poflibly aflemble their colleagues, they determined
to take advantage of the fhort interval that re-
mained, to enter their proteft in the minutes of the
day.

They had fearcely begun when General Poingat,
accompanied by three or four officers, whofe coun-
tenances exhibited an impudent and ferocious ex-
ultation, entered the hall by one of the fide doors,
holding in his hand an order of Augereau, which
he read with an arrogance worthy of his miffion.
It was to the following effect :

¢ The general officer in command at the Thuil-
¢ leries s ordered to caufe the balls of the two
¢ Councils to be evacuated, and not to permit any
¢ perfan whatfoever to enter them.

(Signed) “ AUGEREAU.”

On hearing this paper read, a kind of elecirie
fenfation feemed to agitate all the members; they
were contending who fhould have the honour of
mounting the tribune, when this tool of the tyrants

told
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told them *¢ that he was a f{oldier, that«it was his
“ duty to &xecute the orders of his commanding
¢ officer, and that he was not come thither to delibe~
¢ pate.” They now demanded a copy of the order,
and as foon as the prefident had obtained it,
unanimoudly declared, that force alone could put
it in execution. Upon this the General gave a fig-
nal to a foldier, who fiood at the door by which he
had come in, and immediately a great number of
armed foldiers entered the hall. Secing the fatels
lites of tyranny already prefling their bayonets
againft the breafis of the reprefentatives, Siméon, in
a tone of grief, and with the utmoft emotion, pro-
nounced thefe remarkable words—¢ The rights of
 the people are annihilated’ the conftitution is
¢¢ trodden under foot ; the national reprefentation
¢ is bafely violated, and the hall of heir fittings

"

¢ profaned by an armed force.—Until the authors

~

¢ of this atrocious outrage fhall be brought to juf~

~

¢ tice, I declare, in the name of the nation, that
¢ the affembly is diffolved *.”

-

The

# Ramel has thrown out an infinuation-againit the Legiflative
Body, by drawing a humiliating parallel between their condu&
on the 18th Fru&idor, and that of the Conftituent Affembly at the
Tennis-court, But what would that affembly have done had

the
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The reptefentatives, il preffed and threatened
by bayonets, were driven, at length, into the great
court of the Manége, but in lieu of finding the gate
open, as the General bad declared, they  were
ftopped by more bayonets placed acrofs each other
before them ; and when they exprefled their fur-
prife at this, they were informed that orders ‘had
been given fo proceed to the arreft of fome of them.
Poingot having faid a few words to one of his offi-
cers, called for the reprefentative Aubry, who im-
* mediately anfwered to his name ; mpon which the
officer came up to him and feparated him from his
colleagues, who were then permitted to depart.

At noon a great number of the reprefentatives
having affembled at “the houfe of one of their col-
Ieagues, who refided in the Rue Saint Honoré, it
was unanimoufly decided, they fhould brave every
danger. Hach of the Councils, therefore, formed

into a-line, and thus they advanced to the gates of

the tyrant Louis X VI, aéted with a firmnefs adequate to the au-
dacioufnefs of the Republicans of the Luxembourg? It was not
now a mafter of the ceremonies that was fent to them with a gra-
cious meffage, it was Augereau at the head of 10,000 foldiers.
Mirabeau declared that the Conftituent Affembly would only
yield to the power of the bayonet: all the force of the bayonets
was employed on the r8th Fructidor!

thelr
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their refpeClive halls. Siméon and Paftoret, in their
fearfs, preceded the Council of Five Hundred, and
fummoned the troops that occupied the avenues to
let them pafs. On meeting with a refufal, they
fpoke in a tone of authority, and of indignation 3
and the commanc_lant, fearing his men might fuffer
themfclves to- be feduced, ordered a company of
chafleurs to march upon the trot againfi the repre-
fentatives of the people. Thus in danger of being
trodden under foot, they were obliged to retire with
precipitation.  Jourdan, however, of the Bouches-
du-Rhéne, braving the d‘angcr, and holding by the
bars of a window, exclaimed, ¢ Villain, thou mayft
¢ crufh me to death, but thou fhalt never make
“ me fly.” With thefe words the foldier was fo
forcibly firuck, that he ftopped his horfe, not daring
to complete his crime. .

At four o'clock in the afternoon of the fame day,
more than eighty members of the Council of Five
Hundred were affembled at the apartments of An-
dré of Lozére in the Rue-neuve-du-Luxembourg,
where they drew up an addrefs to the people of
France. Paftoret and Jourdan, devoting them-
felves for the honour of the national reprefentation,
offered to l;ravc cvery danger, and to carry it them-
felvesto the DireCtory.  But fearcely had the mem-

n bers
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bers begun to fign it, when an armed force came tor
furround the houfe of Laffond-Tadébat in the fame
fireet, and there was little doubt, the houfe where
they were affembled was their next objeét. Feel-
ing, therefore, that it would be imprudent and un-
wife to deliver themfelves up, bound hand and foot,
to the fﬁry of the triumphant party, they ad-
journed till the next day.

The body affembled at the Odeon, completed
their work during the night; and on the morning
of the gth, their vitims were marched out, and
fpies fent in fearch of them. Refiftance now be-
came more difficult, for it was impofﬁbl;: to cencert
meafures together, or even to fee cach other. The
moft confpicuous were obliged to feck a fafe retreat;
and the reft had not fufficient influence to form and
execute any enterprife, even for attempting a refifi-
ance to oppreffion.

Several members of the Council of Anments had
repaired to the houfe of their prefident Laffond-
Ladébat ; which the armed force furrounded, when
he was at table with his wife and family, confifting
of fix children, while his colleagues were delibe-
rating in an adjoining apartment. Being informed
of the arrival of the guard, and folicited to conceal
himfclf, “ No,” replied he, as he rofe to prefent

3 himfelf
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himfelfto them ; * they will notfearch any further;,
 and my colleagues may efcape.”  Unfortunately,
however, they were known to be in the houfe, and
were all arrefted. Madame Ladébat being taken
ill with the fudden fhock, her hufband fupported
her in his arms, and received the laft endearments
of his children, who: clung round him, and bathed
him in their tears,—¢¢ My children,” faidbe,  w ecp
¢ not, for your father is not gailty.”

‘While the arrefted Deputies were condudting to
the Temple, their future fate was the fubjeét of dif-
cuflion at the Luxembourg. - Several of the confpi
rators propofed to have them fhot immediately:
Of this opinion were Sottin, Bailleul, and Reu-
bell. - Laréveillére, who, in the morning, had ap-
peared to efpoufe a different opinion, yiclded to the
folicitations of his colleague.  But Barras Gtrongly
oppofed this meafure, and' was fupported by Don:
déau, who (from what motive, is unknown) was
one of the agents of the committee. At length
Guillemardet, 7o put ‘an end 1o the debate, propofed
deportation, in lieu of imprifonment in Ham eafile;
" as had juft been fuggefied. This Guillemardet,
who was a Jacobin in 1793, and afterwards, toge-
ther with his friend Bailleul, was at the head of the
focieties called Compagnies de Jifus, after the oth’

D2 Thermidor;
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Thermidor; and again, an enthufiaft, previous t6
the 18th Fructidor ; was one of the principal a&ors
in this fcene. His friend Lacroix had told him he
would one day be a great man; and accordingly,
this little country furgeon, from, Autun, is now the
reprefentative of the French hation, at the Court
of His Majefty the King of Spain.

At the Temple the Deputics found Sir Sydney
Smith, the man who has lately been combating
Buonaparte in Egypt. ¢ Gentlemen,” faid that
officer,  yefterday you were membérs of the
¢¢ government of France, and we were enemies;
¢ to-day, fince we are companions in misfortune,
€6 I fhould be happy to be ferviceable to you.”
When he witnefled their departure, he wept at
their fate, and exclaimed, ¢ Is it thus that France
¢ rewards her defenders? your countrymen are
¢ furcly a very cruel nation!”—¢ Commodore,”
replied Murinais, “ believe it not ; ‘tis not Frenchs
¢ men that are the caufe of our deportation, they
¢ commiferate our lot; do not confound my coun-
¢ trymen with their tyrants.” Thus did the Gene-
ral forget his own misfortunes to become the cham-
pion of the honour of his country.

On the 18th Fruétidor, this worthy old man
was at his poft at his accufiomed hour, ignorant

of



(2 )

of every thing that had paft during the preceding
night. It was not long, however, before he re-
ceived. the intelligence, ¢ Your name is in the
¢ fatal Lify,” faidAhis ipformers; ¢ fly, and conceal
¢ yourfelf.”— I will endeavour,” replied he,
¢ to elude the danger; but I willnot fly.”"  He
had not procceded many. fteps. before he heard the
name of Murinais pronounced : ¢ Yes, gentle-
¢ men,”. faid he, returning, and addrefling the
perfon who canie to arreft him, I am Murinais;
¢ you are not miftaken.” But neither his hoary
locks, the dignity of his condudt, the calm'fran:
quillity fo charaderiftic of unfullicd innocence, nor
the facred veneration due to age, could difarm or
change their purpofes ; and he was conduéted to
the prifon of the Temple:

Sottin had juft then conduéled the: Direétor
Barthélemy to that prifon. ¢ Who is that man ?”
inquired Augereau, fixing his eyes on Le: Tellier,

- who accompanied his mafier. ¢ He is my friend,”
replied Barthélemy. ¢¢ Doubtlefs he will not be
< willing to accompany you every where?” faid
Augereau. ¢ 1 will go every where,” Teplied Le
Tellier, ¢ with my mafter, and, if neceflary, I will
¢ die with him” Upon this Augereau caft a look

of
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of anger at this vidtim of friendfhip and fidelity,
and went away fwearing. '

Worthy, amiable Le Tellier! how noble, how
generous was thy conduét! By thus voluntarily
ftharing the misfortunes of thy mafter, thou haft
for ever fecured the efteem and veneration of every
one that is capable of appreciating true wvirtue.
May thy name be handed down to pofterity, ard
thy great and energetic adtions give repofe to the
{inking mind, ‘when overwhelmed with the con-
templation of the crimes and ingratitude of man-
kind ! idd oy
After repeated folicitations, ‘the gates of the pri-
fon were operied to the wives of the arrefied per-
fons; the fate of their hufbands was as yet uncer-
tain. Mefdames Ladébat, Murinais, De la Rue,
Rovére, and Aubry, came ‘attended by their child-_
ren: what a dreadful feene for thofe unfortunate
women ! Every flep they proceeded in the courts
and paffages of this abode of horror, inflicted a
new pang on their tender feelings ; while inebriated
foldicrs ferocioufly infulted their miferies.  « Thofe
“ rafeals,” faid one, “will be fhot to-morrow.”—
““ And'I am fure,” added another, « they 'will
“ make wry faces on the occafion,”  The youngeft
of them, however, requefted them to be filent,

faying
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faying it was cruel to hold fuch language before
the wives of the ‘prifoners ; but the wretches only
anfwered him with infults.

Piéhcgru, perceiving the wives of his fellow-
prifoners, came up to them, and taking in his arms
the infant child of De la Rue, who was weeping
bitterly ; « Why do you cry fo, my dear child?”
faid the General (himfelf burfiing into tears as he
embraced him). ¢ Becaufe,” anfwered the child,
¢¢ naughty foldiers have arrefied dcar papa.”—
“ You are right,” replied Pichegru with indigna-
tion, and cafting a look of contempt at the guard ;
¢ they are indeced naughty foldiers, for good fol-
é diers would never have confented to become
¢ executioners.,” The foldiers themfelves feemed
thunderfiruck with thefe words; they looked at
each other, and were filent.

Augereau, feeing two of the wives of the prifoners
go away weeping, faid with a laugh, ¢ Thefc
‘¢ women are fools to cry {0; were they their para-
¢ mours, indeed there might be fome reafon.”

The minority of the Councils had affembled at
the theatre of the Odeon and the Surgeons’ fchool,
The firft object of their attention was to draw up
lifis of profeription; a fecrctary read over the
names of the Deputies, as was done on the 2d of

Septembdr,
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September, in alphabetical order, and after each
name the prefident took the fenfe of the aflembly,
faying, ¢ Shall he be deported?” to which his
colleague in this deputation anfwered ¢ ¥es,” and
the reft held up their hands as a mark of their
affent and fidelity ; upon which the fecretary in-
feribed the name in the fatal lift.

When they came to that of Mare-Curtin, which
~the fecretary mif-pronounced,  Who is that?”
faid they; < we know him not, he has ncver
¢ {poken.”—* Pfhaw !” cried a member of the
deputation, "*“ no matter; he belonged to the
¢ League of Clichy, he muft go with the reft ;" —
and then they laughed.

The fame fieps were purfued with regard to the
journalifts. Bailleul, knowing the defiined viclims
better than the reft of his colleagues, was appointed
to felect them.

When the decree of deportation was brought to
the Temple, Augereau, who was there, faid with
fury, « This is their conftant method ; they fpoil
¢ every thing with their moderantifm ;" and Bour-
don de I'Oife, covering his face with both his bands,
exclaimed in 2 melancholy tone, ¢¢ Where fhall I
¢ find a place to lay my head ?—I that have voted
¢ for the death ¢f my king!”

5 The
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Thc wives of the deported perfons waited on
feveral of the Deputies to obtain an alleviation of
their fate. ¢ What reafon have you to complain?”
replied Jacomin, who had juft been nominated a
member of the Committee of Inf'pe&:)rs: ¢ your
“ hufbands will be deported, whereas they deferved
“" death.”—¢ They have becn treated with lenity,”
faid another; ¢ they ought to have been fhot.”
Bailleul faid, with a fmile of derifion, that Guiana
was a very good country; and there was nothing
alarmino" in deportation. Le Hardy alone thowed
fome figns of humanity.

The wife of one of the dcporh:d waited on
Merlin, hoping to' move his compaflion, by re-
prefenting the great age and infirmities of her
hufband. ~ She employed in his behalf that affe&-
ing eloquéncc which flows dire@ly from the heart,
and whick women alone feem to poffefs. Merlin,
indeed, for a moment, appeared fomewhat af-
fected ; fome tears efcaped him, and he promifed
to éompfy; but when he returned to the Directory
he foon overcame this emotion, and was the firft to
move the order of the day on his memorial. In-
credible as it may appear, it is a fa&, that Merlin,
after having dropt two or three tears, revenged

B himfelf
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himfelf for his humanity being thus furprifed; by
the rejection of the petition. '

Madame Ladébat never came to the Temple,
but her hufband faid to her, ¢ Since you are de-
“ termined to take fome fteps, beware of fpeaking
 for me alone. Speak for all; for I will never
¢ confent to feparate my fate from that of my col-
¢ Jeagues.” Laffond-Ladébat was at the head of
a confiderable houfe of trade, and its failure might
have ruined Ir;any other houfes. Yet even thefe
confiderations, powerful as they were, did not in-
fluence his conducét.

Two hours after their arrival in the T'cmple, the
deported perfons vifited the apartments in the
tower. ¢ This,” faid La Vilheurnois, who aéted as
their guide, ¢ was the chamber of the unfortunate
 Louis XVI:;” and Rovére raifed his hands to-
wards heaven, firuck his forehead, and retired
with horrof'.

The deported examined with the greateft atten-
tion the following fentences written with a pencil
on the wall of one of the apartments: ¢ O my
“ God, forgive thofe who have put my relations
“to death! O n:ly Father, look down upon me
* from the heavens above ! May the French nation
¢ be happy !”—*¢ Gentlemen,"” faid La Vilheurnois,

“ by
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#¢ by thefe few words which fhe has inf'cribéd, you
¢ may judge of the greatnefs of foul of the daugh-
¢ ter of Louis XVI.—¢ She was an angel,” added
the kecper: ¢ as long as [ am here, thefe lines
¢ fhall never be effaced.”—* You are a worthy fel-
% low,” faid Pichegru; and De la Rue wrote under
the words, ¢ May the French nation be happy !"
the following fentence: ¢ God will hear the
¢ prayers of innocence.”

The keeper treated the deported with great
kindnefs, as he had always aGted towards his pri-.
foners.  He was (hortly after difcharged.

In the evening of the 18th Fruétidor, the wife
of one of the deported was accofied as fhe left the
Temple by a man fhe did not know: ¢ You are
f the wife,” faid he, “ of one of thofe unfurtu-
¢ nate men.”—¢ Yes, 8ir,” replied fhe, and told
him the name of her hufband. ¢ Ah, Madam,”
faid he, < he has not had time to collect together
¢¢ a great ftock of money ; permit my friendihip to
“fupply him with this trifiing advance,” And
with thefe words he prefented her three rouleaux of
louis d’ors, with a delicacy that admitted of no
refufal. ¢« Generous man I faid fhe, “ my huf-
¢ band can have mo need of them: his friends
¢¢ have already provided for him.”—¢ Well,” re-
plied the. firanger,  Pichegru, Willot, and the

E 2 € reft,
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¢ reft, are not fo fortunate. Let them accept the offer-
“ ing of a fincere friend.” And with thefe words
he flipped the money into her bofom, notwith-
ftanding her endeavours to refufe it. - In vain did
the inguire the name of this eftimable man;—
he left her without anfivering her inquiries. Wor-
thy D##%# | in vain haft thou endeavoured to
bury thy generofity in oblivion. Thy colleagues
have difcovered thy name, and have not been de-
ceived in their conjeciures.

An old man, a firanger to Madame L¥¥¥,
waited upon her in the morning of the 1g9th Fruc-
tidor, and addreffed her in the following terms:
¢ Madam,” faid he, # I have promifed your huf-
“ band my friendthip and cfieem. Have the
L g_ooducfs to deliver him thefe fifty louis d’ors.
¢ I am unfortunate in having at prefent no more
¢ to offer him. Adieu, Madém; you muft not
¢ feel your delicacy wounded: I am only lending
¢ your hufband a trifle, which he will repay me
¢ at his retarn.” With thefe words the old man
took his leave, without mentioning his name, His
generofity, however, foon betrayed him,

Pichegru, at his departure. for Guiana, wept
over the fate of his fifier, and of his poor brother,
a miwfter of the Catholic religion, whom he entirely

maintained,
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aintaied, and who were thus deprived of ali
their refources and fupport : for Pichegru was rich
in nothing but in virtues. Accordingly, when he
departed, he left a debt of fix hundred livres un-
paid. It was demanded of thefe two unfortunate
perfons, and they were unable to retain the few
remaining objeéts of their affection, the drefs, the
hat, and the fword, of the conqueror of Holland.
They were fold. Thefe were the only riches of
this fimple and virtuous man. What a contraft !
The chief movers of the revolution of the 18th
Fruétidor, now driven from their thrones, retire
to their effates; while Pichegru, proud of his ho-
nourable poverty, wanders in haplefs exile far from
his native country.

Barthélemy, fuceeflively Ambaffador and Di-
re@or of the French nation, had no other pro-
perty than a farm, worth about twenty-five thou-
fand livres. |

Willot, at the time of his profeription, had no
more than one thoufand livres; and this fum he
had lent to a man he confidered as his friend, and
who, under various flimfy pretexts, refufed to re-
pay his debt.

Laffond-Ladébat, entirely devoted to the inte-
refts of his country, had long forgotten to purfue

his
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his ewn advantage. Though he had ence been
pofiefled of immenfe property, he now left no
more than,would liquidate his debts; and his
children, who had been brought up in expeétation
of opulence, have no other patrimony than the
example of his probity and of his virtues,

De la Rue maintained his aged father and all
his family, who were rich before the revolution,
but were entirely ruined by that event; and he was
even indebted to the generofity of friendfhip for
the aids he received at his departure. His worthy
and refpectable father was now inconfolable. His
misfortuncs however were not able to defiroy him,
and he lived in hopes of again beholding his fon.
Four months after this cruel feparation; he was
informed that an officer of marine had arrived at
Paris, who had feen him in the wilds of Guiana.
He was excecdingly anxious immediately to fee
and to converfe with this officer; and as his fouy
muft be interefting to the whole family, they were
all affembled to receive him, The worthy officer
came ; but the old man, overpowered with joy as
he arofe to embrace him, fell a viflim to his plea-
fure and furprife, and died in his arms.

Trongon du Coudray bad no revenue but his

falary,
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falary; and of this he was of courfe deprived befors -
his departure for Guiana.

Almoft all the deported perfons had long filled
the firft offices of the republic, yet on the 18th
Frudlidor they were fuddenly reduced to indigence.
Inhabitants of France, compare and judge !

A Letter from one of the proferibed Deputies
will throw additional light on this memorable Re-

volution.

Dela Rue to his Friend G at Paris.

“ Sinamary, 26th Frimaire, fixth Year,

My health and my courage do not fail me.
‘¢ Both the one and the other are caufes of defpair
“ to our deftroyers. They imagine that while
¢ they at once attack our bodies by the moft bar-
¢ barous treatment, and our minds by depriving
“ us of all that is dear to us, we fhall at length
“ fink beneath the weight of fuch an accumula-
‘¢ tion of evils. The firength, however, that is
#¢ derived from a pure confcience cannot be con-
“ ceived by the man that is continually perfecuted
by remorfe. His hopes are extinguifhed, and
“¢ the future offers no charms to thofe who dread
¢ the punifhment of their crimes. Hence our
2 :  daftardly
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daftardly perfecutors eould not have believed
our refignation fo great,—they could not form
an eftimate of our energy: for we derived it
from a fource which to them is utterly unknown.
Their rigour towards us i8 injurious even to
their own plans: for we perceive in it a kind of
barometer of their fears and alarms. Hence,
the more fevere they e;rc, the more do eur hopes
increafe; and our confidence in the courage; the
love of true liberty, and the principles of honour
of the French nation, gain firength. We are per- ‘
{uaded they already perceive the wickednefs and
atrocioufnefs of their tyrants. Oh, that we could
have laid open to them the truth before our de-
portation! Oh, that we could have proclaimed’
to them :— :
¢ ¢ We have long obferved and narrowly watched’
the manceuvres of the triumvirs to remove the
obftacles that oppofed their outrageous tyranny,
to extinguifh the light that would have betrayed
their {candalous dilapidafions, and to defiroy all
thofe virtuous men who were defirous the con-
ftitution fhould reft on the only pillars that
could fupport it—juftice in all its plenitude, and
order in all its rigour.’ :
¢ Already had we defected an attempt, of whith

' ¢ Hoche
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Hoche was the chief mover, aﬁd which at this
day muft appear demonfirative to the moft in-
credulous, namely, that the troops brought ta
Paris under his orders were intended for the en-
terprife afterwards exccuted by Augerean, My
denunciation of that meafure was, however, at
that time confidered as too firong, by certain
temporizers, who, notwithftanding, were no
better treated than myfelf, and who fuffer the
additional fhame and remorfe of being the pri-
mary caufes of the calamities of their country,
Thefe men more particularly cenfured the paf-
fage wherein I reprefented, that the march of
thofe troops was a part of a grand plan of
attack, formed long before, upon the pureft part
of the legiflative body, and the execution of
which was perhaps deferred only for a fhort
period. Yet my fufpicions were but too juft,
and we were in pofleffion of fuch proofs as
amounted to a moral certainty, a week before
the perpetration of the crime. There were in
the Council a vaft number even of thinking
men, who would not believe it without mathe-
matical demonfiration and phyfical proof. But
is it not a firange mode of combatting confpira-
tars, to defer attacking them till their confpiracy

F § has
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has broken out; that is to fay, till no means
exift for preventing its fuccefs ? A body whofe
whole force and moft effedlual refiftance refide
in words and in public opinion, muft neceffarily
fall, unles they can anticipate their defiroyers.
Of this truth our hifiory is one inflance, among
innumerable others. Yet notwithflanding the
difficulties we encountered at cvery fiep, Pi-
chegra and myfelf carried a refolution’ that a
Report would be made from the Committee: of
Infpeflors; and it was of importance that the
member who was to make it fhould have but
few prejudices to contend with.  Thibaudeau
would have been the moft proper perfon; but
he refafed. Emmery was equally indifpofed to
undertake this office ;. and our lafi refource was
Vaublane, who did not accept it till after three
days of uncertainty. He was to have made the
Report on the r7th; but by what fataliij I know
not, he was not ready on the day appointed.
We demanded therefore his word of honour
that he would complete it the next day ; and
this pledge he gave us. Thus the Report now
became certain. The Jafi determination was
taken at _half palt one o'clock ; at two the Di-
rectory were informed of it; and at three the

¢ orders
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¢ orders were given for the grand enterprife; which
“ was to be concealed under the pretext of a
¢ general military’ exercife in the plain of Mont-
 rouge. Of this, information was brot;ght us at
¢ half paft three; at which time, our fitting not
“¢ being clofed; we were defirous of taking advan-
¢ tage of that circamftance ; I therefore informed
‘¢ the prefident, that that Committee were about to
¢ demand a generdl committee, and then to invite
¢ the Council to make its fittings permanent. He
‘¢ approved of my plan; which I immediately went
“ to tran{mit to the prefident of the Council of An-
¢ cients, who received it with equal fatisfaltion.
¢ But perceiving that fome membets (who were, no
 doubt,in the fecret; for there were many of them)
¢ became impatient at the length of the fitting,
“ he gave a fignal to D*##, who was a member
“ of the Committee, and afked him what news;
¢ upon which D*#*, who was one of the incredu=
¢¢ Jous, but was fincere in his unbelief, replied, that
¢ things continued juft in the fame ftate: upon
‘¢, which the fitting brokeup.

‘¢ The initiated party, dreading our Report, cir=
“ culated a rumour in the Council of Five Hundred,
¢¢ that the other Council were no longer fitting, and
“ immediately ours feparated. This difappoints

F2 . ““ment
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ment increafed the embarrafiment of the Com-
mittee, which adjourned at feven o’clock, to con-
cert meafures with that of the Council of An-
cients. We had fcarcely re-affembled before we
received intelligence by various channels that
the fatal moment was now approaching. But
they all left us in total uncertainty as to the mo-
ment, or even the day, when we were to expeét it
At eleven o'clock we broke up our fitting,
without knowing any thing further than what
had been told us at the Council, and every thing
exhibiting an appearance of the profoundeft tran-
quillity. This circumfiance contributed in a
great meafure to refiore our confidence. The
two members, whofe turn it was to be upon
guard, remained alone, agrecing to inform us if
any thing important happened. At two in the
morning they received intelligence fhat the troops
were in motion, and having convinced themfelves
of the truth of this report, by the teftimony of
their fenfes, they difpatched meflengers to us
without 2 moment’s lofs of time, and prepared
letters of convocation for the members of the
Councils. All our meafures were, however,
frufirated by the intervention of the armed force.

The Committce were furrounded, and even ar-
“ refted,
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¢ refied, together with ten members of the two

« Councils, who had repaired to it to learn the

<

-

caufe of the movements that were taking place.

‘

I alfo went thither myfelf, and having forced my
¢« way through three bodies of foldiers, I demanded
¢ to participate in the honourable fate of my col-
¢ leagues: to which they confented the more rea-
¢ dily, as I was one of the firft on the profeription
¢ lift. In the mean while we held out to the fol-
“ diers the Confiitution as the only weapon we
 would oppofe to them, declaring that they were
¢ thus rendered guilty of violating both tlie confli-
“ tution and their oaths to fupport it; but their
“ commanding officers replied, that they could obey
“ no other law than the orders of the Direflory.
¢ ¢Then firike,’ faid I, at the fame time opening
¢ my bofom,  firike ; for it is our duty not to aban-
‘¢ don this fpot but with our lives :—yes, be the
‘¢ affaffins’ (continued T, pointing to Pichegru)
“ of him, under whom it has been your boaft to

“ march to viclory, and bathe in his blood the

-
-

laurels he has placed upon your brows.'—With
this fally, in which I was followed by all my col-

leagues, the foldiers were firuck, and hefitated

-
-

B

¢ for a moment : which their General perceiving,

-

re-animated them by feizing one of our number
5 € L'.‘.
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by the collar, Upon this, his example was fol=
Jowed by a feore of his men, and immediately
above two hundred foldiers dragged us to the
carriages that were in waiting for us.
¢ The remainder of our flory regards ourfelves
alone, and not the public intereft : I therefore
referve it for a feparate narrative we are draw-
ing up.
¢ Thus it appears, that the only error of the
Committee, under all thefe dangers and difficul-
ties, was, the poftponing for four and twenty
hours, the Report on which they had refolved.
This Report, however, might, perhaps, have only
produced new misfortunes to the Committee
themfelves, who could only have declared to the
Council their full’ conviflion of the faét, and
have detailed various anonymous, though very
certain intelligence. Thofe members who were
connected with the triumvirs, would have rifen
up againfi us for having dared to accufe, with-
out legal proof, the firfi authorities of the great-
cfi of crimes.  We fhould have been called Ca-
luminiators, enemies to the conftitution, and point-
ed out as the only true confpirators. The tem-
porizers and the incredulous, among whom mufi
be included the leading members of the Council
“ 0[
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of Ancients, would at leaft have taxed us with
improdence and vifionary delufion; Auvgereau
would equally have performed his general exercife,
which ferved as the veil to his military operations;
the Direttory would, in a meflage replete with
perfidy, have offered a fallacious jufiification of
themfelves; and no doubt would have brought an
accufation againft the Committee; and thus the
Council would have recompenfed our zeal and
devotion to our duty, -by pafling to the order of
the day, or even, perhaps, by a vote of cenfure.
In fhort, all France would have been convinced,
that we had, at leaft, made a very bungling bu-
finefs of our commiffion,
¢¢ None of thefe refle@lians had efeaped us, and
we perceived the whole danger of the fiep we were
taking; but we fhould have been certain of at
leafi poftponing the execution of the enterprife,
and of gaining an invaluable interval of time,
We even hoped afterwards to procure fufficient
proofs to open the eyes of the Councils, and of
the nation at large. Our felf-love, and our in-
tereft, could not therefore, for an infiant, prevail
againft fuch weighty confiderations. We had
already made up our minds to all thefe facrifices,
¢ and
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and even to that of our lives : nor can our fubfe-
quent conduct leave any doubt of the truth of
this affertion.

“ Yet, after weighing both fides of the account,
I confiderthe aétual refult of thefe events as for-
tunate for our country. We, indeed, are moft
cruelly become the victims of this convulfion,
but we are the only victims : all thofe who were
included in the fame decree, are ecither concealed

in France itfelf, or have withdrawn into neigh-

“ bouring countries, and may in greater fafcty, and
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more at their eafe, wait for the fall of this Direc-

torial tyranny. We alone are under its lath,

¢ which is ready to fall upon us on the leaft fignal

from the tyrants,

¢ Our countrymen, a part of whom have fuf-

¢ fered themfelves to be o much deceived relative

¢ to our condu, will now learn the true object of

that perfidious faclion, and the mafs of evils our

¢ refiftance prevented. Thus they may, at length,

decide which party afled with the pureft inten-
tions. Had we raifed an armed force againft
them, a civil war would have been the confe-
quence.” The foldiers, mifled by the calumnies
with which the triumvirs overwhelmed them,

% would
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would have indulged in the cruelleft exceffes,
and the impofiors would again have found it
eafy to lay the calamities of the country to our
charge. But we will leave it to the operation of

time to open the eyes of the troops. The actions

of thofe who now deceive them, will powerfully

concur in producing this effect; and t]\ue armies

‘themfelves will foon unite with the refi of the

nation, from which fo much pains have been
taken to feparate them, to throw off this thameful
yoke. Our moft ardent wifh is, that this may take |
place without too violent a fhock, and more
cfpecially without effufion of blood.—Alas ! the
bloed of my countrymen is perhaps flowing,
evenn now while I am writing, efpecially on
the frontiers of the empire. For, it is highly
probable, the foreign powers will no longer’
have been willing to negotiate with perjured
governors, who have violated the laws them-
felves  have infiituted, and with ufurpers
that are unworthy of any confidence whatever.
Hence the war will probably have been renewed
with increafed fury,and all the calamities that have
already accompanied it will again pour in upon
our devoted country, which has been too much
G “ exhaufted
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exhaufted to be able to fupport this new crifis.
This idea in fome meafure embitters the confo-~
lations we derive from the hopes of an approach-
ing change in its fituation, and [ am more efpe-
cially afflicted with the idea that all I poffefs, all
that ftill attaches me to that miferable country, is
under the lath of defpots, whom circumfiances
will foon furnith with fo many pretexts for in-
dulging their deftrudtive paffions.  Calumny
and perfecution will now be let loofe againft
every one that is connected with us ; but equally
pure with ourfelves, you will, like us, rife fupe-
rior to the tranfient events of the day, and -thc
fury of our enemies will break their force againft
the refiftlefs force of your virtues. With fuch
energy you will be certain of triumphing ; for
moft affuredly virtue, and an adherence to the
principles of order and morality, will at length
prevail.
¢ Adien! I muft put an end to this fancied
converfation with my dear friend, for my letter
iscalled for. Endeavour to confole my unfortu-
nate Sufan, and prefs my Emilius in thy arms.
If I muft, indeed, meet my fate in diftant cli-
mates, remind my children, that if I have fallen
“ a viftim
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¢ a victim to the tyranny of men, t'hcy ought only .
 to endeavour to revenge my death by exerting
¢ their utmoft efforts, like their father, to be ufe-

¢ ful to their country,

-

¢ Embrace all our friends for me; tell them
¢ that nothing thall ever diminith my attachment

¢ {o them,
(Signed) “ De 1A Rug”

G2 DEPARTURE
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DEPARTURE FROM PARIS,

v

AND |

FOYAGE.TO GUIANA.

THE deported perfons fct off by night for the
place of -their banifhment. Murinais, fupported
by one of his colleagues, entered the iron carriage
in which he was to_travel, with perfeét firmnefs.
““ You will be very uncomfortable here,” faid Du
Coudray: ¢ Oh, no!” replied the old man,
“ there is comfort every where for thofe whofe
¢ confciencesare at refi.” Augereau now approach-
ing Le Tellier, faid to him, ¢ For the laft time I
¢ advife you to refleét on what you are about to
« engage in; are you abfolutely determined to
¢ follow this deported man " (pointing to Barthé-
lemy.). ¢ have no need of reflection,” replied
Le Tellier; T bave never deferted my mafter in
¢« profperity, nor will I'abandon him in adverfity.”
— He is a madman,” faid Angercau; < let him
¢ go.” . .

« What right have you to tranfport me ?” faid
La Vilheurnois to the Minifier Sottin: ¢ I have

¢ been tried, and your laws do not authorize this

¢ arbitrary
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€€ arbitrary n:)cafure,”—“ Our laws!” faid Sottin,
laughing ; ¢ are they not your laws alfo I"'-—* No,
€ Sir,” replied he; ¢ Ldo not affociate myfell with
“ fuch mifcreants.”—¢ That,” faid Sottin, * is the
¢ yery reafon why thefe mifereants fend you to
¢ Guiana.”—¢ They will one day come there,”
added he; ¢ and fill our places ; but they will not
¢ enjoy the fame tranquillity with ourfelves.”

. The wife of one of the deported perfons, not
Jknowing her hufband had fet off’ during the night,
waited on Reubell at feven in the morning to réqueft
a reprieve, Reubell had himfelf figned the order
for his departure ; yet inftead of correcting her mif-
take, be was mean and bafe enough to promife the
delay fhe requefied : thus, when fhe went to the
Temple to announce her fuccefs to her hufband,
the found a note from him which diffipated the
illufion.

The deported perfons were almoft every where
thrown into the darkeft dungeons; at Orleans,
however, they received the firongeft marks of
_affe@ion and efieem ; means were even fought to
cnable them to cfeape; but as they could not all
be faved, the friends of Willot and De la Rue pro-
pofed to furnifh them with the means of fafety;
this, however, they refufed without hefitation,

fearing
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fearing thereby {o aggravate the misfortunes of
their colleagues; and Barbé-Marbois, Pichegru,
La Vilheurnois, and Aubry, imitated their generous
example a few days after.

Pichegra had three different opportunities of
efcaping. At Blois he reeeived a note in the fol-
lowing terms: ¢ General, it is in your power to
¢¢ quit the prifon where you are confined; a horfe
¢ s ready for you to mount, and you may efcape
¢ by afluming another name, in which a paffporg
“ fhall be provided : if you accept the propofal,
¢ approach the guard as foon as you have
¢ read this note, and wear your hat as a mark of
“ your acquicfcence; in that cafe be drefled and
¢ awake at two o’clock in the morning.” Pichcgru,
however, approached the guard without his hat;
the perfon who would have faved him, beheld him
with admiration, and went his way.

Madame Barbé-Marbois came from Metz, as
far as Blois, where, afier a very long journey, fhe
obtained permiffion to fee her hufband. She
found the deported perfons in the moft deplor-
able condition, and devoted all her care to pro-
cure fome alleviations for their miferies. On her
arrival at Paris,” the threw herfelf at the feet of
the tyrants, and burfi into tears. They promifed

every
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every thing fhe afked, and Merlin aflured her
he would fend a courier with frefh orders. Yet
no change was made in thofe already given, and
the deported perfons continued their voute over-
whelmed with the moft ignominious treatment.

When Madame Barbé-Marbois left the prifon of
Blois, an officer of gendarmerie offered her his
hand, upon which General Du Tertre, com-
mandant of the efcort, ordered this worthy and
feeling officer under arreft, and a few days after
cathiered him.

This Du Tertre, who had but recéntly been li-
berated from the gallies, had been appointed by
Augerean to take charge of his vi€tims. This
man pocketted the money entrufied to him for
their travelling expenfes, and plundered them in
the moft fhamelefs manner. Two months previ-
ous to its fall the old Direfory feemed to recol -
leét this robbery. Du Tertre was arrefied, and
ordered to give an account of the monies he had
received, but he only replied by Facobitiff decla-
mation; and Augereau having made an applica-
tioﬁ.in his behalf, he was liberated after a fort-
night's imprifonment.

Rovére’s wife, then in the eighth month of her
pregnancy, followed her hufband to Rochefort,

where
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where fhe unforfunately arrived too late, the cor-
vette having already failed. This excellent wo-
man, in even her delicate fituation, afforded a rare
example of conjugal tendernefs. O you, that
might incline to judge too feverely of her con-
duct, hearken to the voice of candour, and fuf-
pend the feverity of your decifions. Madame
Rovére, it is t;‘uc, was formerly divorced—but had
you been witnefies of her dauntlefs fortitude and
affe@tionate attachment, you would forget her er-
rors, and convert your cenfure into admiration,
Men of generofity and worth ! women of fen-
fibility and virtue! ye whofe bofoms heave with
the facred impulfes of nature, and fwell with the
reciprocities ‘of affedlion, ah! if ye have expe-
rienced thie delights or the torments of love, if his
refifilefs fire ever melted your fouls, come and
weep over the fate of this haplefs lover ! "Tis you
alone I addrefs—Ict thofe who are dead to fenfibi-
Lity, be deaf alfo to my pleading. 4

Rovire's wife, as I have already faid, arrived
at Rochefort when the corvette had juft failed.
She now wildly beheld that ocean which divided
her from the only objeét of her love.—She could
no longer contemplate his cherifhed features, nor

hapg upon his accufiomed voice.  For a moment
g svhien
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her fancy feemed to perceive the veffel that bore
_him from her view, and her foul feemed ready to .
flart forth and take its flight to mingle with that
of her beloved hufband. D

Two months pafled on without receiving any'
news from him: this was a dreadful interval of
anxiety and of horror ! In vain did fhe, together
with her unfortunate companions, implore the
pity and compaflion of the tyrants, for informa-
tion whither they had fent him. Tyrants are in-
acceflible to thofe tender feclings.

At length, hewever, a letter from her hufband
arrived, and the learnt that Cayenne was ‘t‘he
country that held him. Infiantly the deferts of
Sinamary affumed the fniling charms of nature’s
richelt {cenery, and at Sinamary fhe determined to
fix her abode, and participate in his fate.—Deaf
to every motive that diffuaded her from fo bald
an enterprife, her only happinefs was beyond the
feas; and the wilds of Guiana feemed to her more
defirable than the poffeflion of the univerfe.
Her unexampled courage feemed to nerve the
minds of every one around her ; her female at-
tendants, the nurfe that foftered her child, her
aged footman, no one would confent to defert her.
Atlength fhe yielded to their entreaties, and they all

failed for Guiana. The veffel in which they failed
was
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was taken by the Englifh—but the Englifh refpected
her misfortunes. The motives of her voyage being
explained, inftead of treating her as an encmy, they
generoufly offered her the beft and fureft means
of arriving at the place of her deftination.—Thus
once more fhe embarked with a ferene fky and a
tranquil fea, and all things feemed to whifper that
every peril was at an end. But the Almighty,
who looks down from the heavens above, and
accepts the repentance and remorfe of his creatures
here below, yet extends not impunity beyond the
bounds of juftice and mercy. Rovére was now
in momentary expectation again to ‘embrace his
beloved wife, again to prefs his children to his
bofom in Tranfatlantic exile, and thus all his fuf-
fering feemed to be brought to aclofe. But he.
had been guilty of too many crimes to be thus
tewarded. The pardon, for which he breathed
forth the figh of repentance from the bottom of
his heart, demanded a firiking atonement. The
gates of Eternity were about to be opened to him,
and it was neceflary he fhould firft meet fome
exemplary punifhment for his crimes. * His wife
arrived, and Rovére, knowing the would land
on the fhores of Cayenne, went eagerly to meet
her, and throw himfelf into her arms: but the

Divine
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~ Divine juftice was heayy upon his head ; the hand
of God ftruck him, and he ceafed to exift.

On the arrival of the deported perfons at Roche-
fort, they were immediately embarked. In vain
did they folicit a few hours delay to receive the
neceflaries their friends were bringing them. Their
jailors were inflexible; and they fet fail without
the moft requifite accommodations. An hour or
two after their departure, the fon of Laffond-La-
débat and the brother-in-law of De la Rue (Neu-
ville) amived. The corvette had already made
confiderable way, and was no longer in fight. The
two youths were now quite inconfolable; and even
the failors of Rochefort were fo much affected as
to weep at their misfortunes. They flattered them,
however, that a ray of hope flill remained. ¢ The
‘< fea is very rough,” faid they; ¢ the wind is

contrary for the corvette, and fhe muft caft

% anchor at a certain diftance from the fhore.

(13

You may therefore fiill have an opportunity of
¢ boarding her.” This propofal was inftantly
feized with avidity. But a new obftacle now pre-
fented itfelf: they could not board the corvette
without a permit from the Director of the Marine,
who was then at Rochelle.

Without further lofs of time, however, one of

H 2 the
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the youths repaired thither, and folicited a permit 3
but was ‘anfwered, that the deported had already
got ot to fea, and that-they had certainly not
brought to.  Upon this he applied to the failors,
“who confulted the weather with the fame friendly
‘wilhes with thofe of Rochefort, and concurred in
the famie ‘opimion.” “The Diretor of the Marine,
therefore, 1o longer refiifed, and the permit’ was
granted.
“Neuville now retutnied to Rochefort’; and, toge-
ther with young Ladébat, was eager to embark.
But a cruel fatality fill purfued them : for the' fea
was extremely rough, and the danger ‘feemed very
great. In vain did the failors endeavour to diffuade
them: they perfified in their object’; till at length
a boatman; influenced by the love of gain and the
carncftnefs of their entreaties, took: them on board
. hisTittle bark. At their departure, a great number
of perfons crowded round them; one to fend fifty
louis d’ors to Willot, another to convey a roulean
to Pichegra, and a third (making no diftinion of
perfons) to alleviate the fate of all the deported.
‘Al kinds of aids were offered them ; but their boat
would fearcely contain what was abfolutely necef-
fary. At length it left the fhore, watched by the
eyes of the beholders with the moft Tively intereft,

s

while
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while: hope feemed! to waft the two fricnds on the
waves. | At length they perceived the corvette, and
theic Heatts reliounded with joy. But when they
got within hail they were ordeped not to approach.
Upon this, though they were forced to lie down
in the boat, to avoid the waves that broke over
them, they rofe, and held up a paper, to thow they
had a permit to board the corvette. To that fignal
however they only received this cruelanfwer: ¢ Jf
< you approach'the cordeste Teoill fire on you. Come
“ on board of wiz.” 'The voice proceeded from the
Jugger that accompanicd the corvette. They went
on board; and,. fmﬁng delivered their money and
other prefents, they were ordered to go back. In
vain did Laffond-Ladébat, who from the cockpit
heard his fon's voice, folicit permiffion to fee him,
and prefs him to his bofom. In vain did the affec-
tionate youth beg upon his knees to fee his father.
In vain dic! be exclaim, ¢ Let me at lealt receive
¢ his, blefling.” He was coldly anfwered in thefe
words : “ Return to Rochefort."—The poor failor
who conduéled them made for land, his cyes over-
flowing with tears; while the two youths, fiill fix-
ing theirs upon the corvette, fought to meet thofe
, of an affe@ionate father, a virtuous friend.
In the mean while, the deported flattered them-

felves



( 54 )
felves with hopes of a fpeedy return to their native

country; and one of them wrote the following
lines during the paffage, addrefled to the hoary-
headed General Murinais, whofe health was already
confiderably impaired :

Arr.— Femmes, voulez-vous épronver.

Malgsé nos cruels ennemis,
Nous reverrons un jour la France ;
Pour vos parens, pour vos amis,
Confervez bien votre exiftence.
Ah ! puiffent nos foins affidus
Long-tems prolonger votre vie !
Vous devez encore vos vertus

Et vos talens 3 la patrie.

IMITATED.

In fpite of cruel-hearted foes,
Again our homes fhall glad our fight ;
Thy friends’, thy kindred’s deep-felt woes,
To cherifh lingering life invite.
Ah! may our tender anxious cares
Thy valued days, thy years prolong!
Each breeze to thee wafts Gallia’s pray'rs,
Toher thy virtues fill belong,

5 Thefe
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Thefe lines drew tears from the cyes of the wor-

thy General.

The affeéting letter which De la Rue wrote

to his wife from on board La Vaillante will give
fome idea of the dreadful fituation of the de-
ported on board of the corveite.

- Letter from De la Rue to his Wife.

4 From the yth Vendémaire to the

18th Brumaire, in the Year vi.

« No, my deareft wife, no banifhment, no im-

<¢ paffable defert, can feparate two fouls whofe
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union is formed by love and efteem, and ce-
mented by the moft perfeét fympathy. Hence
my fortitude was equal to bearing all the attacks
of adverfity, as long as I could indulge a hope
of our performing this fatal voyage together.
This alone, added to the teflimony of a pure
confcience, gave me that firength of mind which
has afionithed even my companions in misfor-
tune. But I confefs that, from the moment when
our fudden embarkation, which was performed
with equal abruptnefs and ferocity, defiroyed
this foothing hope which we fo fondly cherithed,
my energy has deferted me; and every moment

< {hat
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that ' increafes the diftance betiveen us, is an
additional affliction. Would that'ievery day’s
reckoning of our log-book were an equal ad-
vance towards the tomb! for there alone can 1
find repofe, or a period to the fufferings T en-
dure. Two days it feemed to be yawning be-
neath my feet. Ah! why did it clofe without
fwallowing me up? The elements, rebelling
againft the commands of the tyrants, have thrice
brought us back® within fight of port; thrice
have they, by the moft dreadful florms, made
our captain repent of his rafhnefs in braving the
equinoétial hurricanes ; and it is to this obftinate
refifiance to his will that I am indebted for the
receipt of yourletter. 1Tow grateful am I to your
brother for his zeal in bringing it tome! Wor-
thy Neuville! he has braved a thoufand dan-

¢ gers to communicate the laft confolations of

(13

€

-

fricndfhip. Among the objeéts for which T am
indebted to his adtivity, although all are objedts
of the moft urgent neceflity, I only looked for,
I only beheld, I only eagerly inquired for,
vour letter. It was the tardy reward of three
days of folicitation and of defpair, A barbarous

order deprived us of every thing that was brooght

# for our confolation or relief, until, having'got

¢ out
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out to open fea, we had no means of commuri-
cation with the fhore.  We were in the latitude
of the coaft of Spain when 1 obtained this lettc?,
for which 1 fo eagerly panted, To that boon I
facrificed every other objeét ; nor indeed was it
poffible to pay for it fufficiently dear. ‘The
captain chofe to retain poffeffion of all the reft
till we fhould arrive:

« How many times have I not read over and
over this kind, this affecting letter | With how
many.tears have I not bathed it! Yes, all my
unfortunate companions bathed it too in theirs.
Every day, every hour, and every minute, I recut
to it for confolation; yet I fear only to find in
it new caufe of gricf and of regret. . The greatet
the tendernefs and energy with which it pour-
trays your fenfibility and attachment, the greater,
tlhe more elevated your mind appears, the lef
am I able to bear the horrors of a feparation.

“ You cannot form to yourfel” an idea of all we
fuffer in every poflible way, and efpecially in
regard to food and lodging. Crowded, all fix-
teen of us, into a fpace eighteen feet by thirteen,
our hammocks are fo clofe to each other, that
when any one of us moves it difturbs and fhakes

H & all
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all the reft ; and the lownefs of the deck above
us, which is but four feet high, expofes us to an
additional torment : for into this cayern, armed
with beams, againft which we knock our heads
a hundred times a day, no air is admitted, but
by an aperture two fect fquare in the upper deck,
and which ferves at once for door and window.
The only fteps are a poft with notches two
inches deep ; and thus are the old and the infirm
obliged to crawl up and down, at the rifk of
every moment breaking their limbs, if the
ftrongeft of us did not frequently receive them
in our arms, and give them continual affiftance.
Fortunately, our tyrants are not firictly obeyed,
It was their intention that we fhould not quit
this mephitfe cavern for more than two hours
per day, and they hoped to crowd us into it to
the number of thirty-fix. The whole crew ex-
pefted that number; for it had been fo an-
nounced fome days previous to our departure
from Paris. This outrage had therefore been

¢ long before refolved on, and its perpetrators had

calculated on a greater number of victims.
Had their intentions been completed, the plague
would cértainly have broken out in our dun-
¢ geon,

4
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geon, which will doubtlels become a burning
furnace whenever we arrive within the tropic.
¢ Qur manner of living is, if poffible, accom-
panied with fiill more atrocious barbarities; not
fatisfied with putting us on the allowance of
galley convills, the crew were fuffered to want
the moft indifpenfable neceffaries for a voyage ;
they are kept upon the moft unwholefome and
the moft damaged provifions; no oppreflion of
this kind has been omitted. Bifcuit five years
old, and rejeted by every other fhip, is our
chief food ; and beans of the kind ufually given
to horfes, half boiled in corrupted water, are
our moft delicate difh. This regimen has, as
you may eafily imagine, much increafed the
evils of fea-ficknefs, which none of us efcaped ;
I am among thofe who fuffered the leaft, owing
to the good ftock of health I pofieffed, and to
my habitual temperance. We fhould certainly
have all of us funk under this accumulation’ of
evils (and that was doubtlefs the fecret intention
of the infiructions given), had not the crew,
and more efpecially the officers, been moved
with compamon for our condition; the refigna-
tion and dignity of our conduét difarmed them,
12 « and
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* and at length they began to appreciate fals and

perfons more juftly, and to difcover who were the

_true culprits in the events of which we were the

viélims, From that time we received all the affit-
ance and alleviation in their power, which, how-
ever, was unfortunately confined within very
narrow limits ; deftitute themfelves of the moft
needful conveniencies, owing to the precipita-
tion of our departure, their good will towards
us was very often without effectsy we reccived,
however, more afliftance from the failors, wha
in general are better able to endure pri\'ratiops,
and the majority of whom gave up to us their
flender ftock of provifions. It is true thefe in-
dulgences were a confiderable charge upon our
purfes, but it would be ungrateful to complain,
for the fervices we received from them were
invaluable. Of thefe the moft important to me
were a pound of bredd per day, and a few glafies
of wholefome water; to this, and {o a few
morfels of cheefe, againft which my natural
antipathy in vain rebelled, I am indebted for
the prefervation of that life which I referve to
contribute to your happinefs, and which I fiill
value on-your account, and on your account
exclufively,

« Endeavour



(13

(13

~

£

-

L3

-

€

-~

[{3

-

6

L3

€

-

(13

(14

113

. 11

L1

¢

~

€

[4

(13

€

-

€

-~

(1

-

( 61 )
¢ Endeavour {peedily to let me poffefs a portrait

~of you, for ‘my eyes are envious of my heart,

where your image is conftantly prefent; I do
not afk for that of our children, as they are fo
young that their features will not long retain
their prefent form; but I hope you will indulge
me with a ring of the dog’s-collar kind, orna-
mented with your hair and that of thofe dear
little creatures.  If you would fiill enhance the
favour, you will add a fecond ring with your
mother’s hair, together with my father's and
mine; to thefe prefents, which are the moft
invaluable 1 can receive, you may add fome
pecuniary aid, provided your own occafions,
thofe of our children, and of my father and
mother, which I would fee firft fatisfied; will
permit.  You will purfue the fame fieps as
Mefdames Laffond, Rovére, and Aubry, who,
perhaps, will prefer fending fuch merchandife as

- may be eafily difpofed of in the colony ; thefe I

will mention to you, if a letter on that fubjet
can be fent bly the fame opportunity, as foon as
I fhall have landed, and feen the nature of the
country whither we are going.

¢ 1 thould- never conclude if I gave a loofe to
all the emotions I feel ; now that I am liberated

“ from
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“ from every purfuit of bufinefs, my imagination
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is ever bufied with you alone, and without inter-
miffion ; but with you every pleafure is departed,
and I am even deprived of that of which fcareely
any victim of misfortune is robbed, and which
from time to time fufpends their fufferings, for it
is but by ftealth that T can commit my thoughts
and my forrows to paper; and this letter, which,
notwithftanding the innumerable precautions I
have taken for its fecurity, will, perhaps, never
reach you, is written, as you will e;a.ﬁly per-
ceive, at twenty different times; had I purfued
any other method, I fhould in a fingle minute
lofe the fruits of a month of vigilance.
“ Adieu! my charming friend, adieu! with
what pain do I trace the word! perhaps, too,
for thelaft time I thall ever write it! Ah! let me
banifh the heart-rending idea! ah! let not our
correfpondence ever ceafe, except it be by thy
prefence in an hofpitable country, where, having
efcaped thie power of the wicked, we may be
ﬁgain united in the bonds of love, Receive,
as the pledge of this my ardent wifh, a thou-
fand imaginary kiffes, imprefs them on the lovely
cheeks of your dear little children, and tenderly
‘¢ embrace
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embrace for me my fifter-in-law and your bro-

-
"

“ thers, and exprefs my fincere gratitude to all
“¢ thofe who take any intereft in my fate. Let our
¢ friend often fee N. M——, the worthy Daa—,

¢ R Dal Card——, and particularly
% B——1V. ; tell him to remember me to
¢ L——B— Cl—— A,

(Signed) “ De na Rue™

THE
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THE

SITUATION OF THE DEPORTED AT
GUILANA.

BY ONE OF THE DEPORTED PERSONS.

AMONG the various intellectual impraovements
that have fpfung up with the progrefs of fcience
and philofophy, the fyflem of criminal ‘legiflation
ought to have undergone fuch a reform as would
have proved equally beneficial to the interefts of the
accufed and the tranquillity of the public. Offucha
reform, the principles have already been laid down
by various philofophical writers (and in particular
the celebrated Beccaria), who have deduced them
from the eternal laws of juflice and of reafon: all,
therefore, that remained to be done, was fo apply
thefe principles to practice in the code of criminal
juftice.

The true object of all punifhments is the fecurity
of the body politic, and of all its component parts ;
the maintenance of order and jufiice, and the

improvement of the morals of the people.
Punifh-
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Punifhments fhould not only be proportioned-to
the nature of the crimes committed, but muft alfe
be previoufly declared by the law before they can
be juftly infli¢ted ; nor ought this to take place
till after a trial, the prefcribed forms of which are
calculated to be the guardians of innocence and
the avengers of crimes.

Thefe principles, which conftitute the very bafis
of focial order, have alrcady been fufficiently
demonfirated ; and can neither be denied nor for.
gotten without burfting afunder every bond by
which human fociety is held together.

I will not, therefore, here attempt to pourtray
the innumerable inflances in which thefe facred
principles have been violated. Woe to that nation
where the laws are diftated by the faclions that
convylfe it, merely according to the dictates of
their revenge, or of their own unruly paffions!
for there will innocence fhrink with horror, and
the criminal redouble his audacious effrontery. -

The deportation to the French territories in
Guiana, fubfiituted by the Convention for the
penalty of death, which fome of their members had
incurred, was only applied in the cafes of Billaud-
Varennes and Collot d'Herbois ; the reft of thofe

K who
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who were then accufed efeaped this new mode of’
punithment, and eluded the decree by which it was
enacted.

As the Convention united in itfelf all the power
of the ftate, it purfued no other rule than its own
fovereign will, and pronounced fentence of banith=
ment, deftruétion, or death, according to the paii
fions which for the time predominated at their deli-
berations.  Billaud, Collot, and the reft of the
perfons who were implicated, were accufed and
were heard in their defence; yet they themfelves
protefied againft this violation of the power with
which they, in common with their colleagues, were

invefted.

Collot and Billaud were deported to Guiana;
Collot died at Cayenne, but Billaud-Varennes is
ftill living. Both thefe men were treated with
great feverity during their paflage, and their cap-
tain was not more humane towards them than was
Captain La Porte towards us ; but on their arrival at
Guiana they enjoyed, the former till his death, and
the latter to the prefent time, the fame fare as is
given to the marines, and an allowance fully
adequate to their wants; further, no refiraint was
required of them, and an order of the Directory

parﬁcu-
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patticularly enjoined their agents and the con~
itituted autherities in no wife to infrinige on their
full liberty within the French territories in Guiana*,

At firft fight, the fubfiitution of deportation for
death, appears an aét of beneficence; their lives
are faved, and confequently fome hopes remain of
feeing better days ; they may apply to various ufe=
ful occupations, and thus they may ftill endeavour
to advance their own fortunes and thofe of their
icountry. Such are the colours under which deport-
ation to Guiana has been reprefented to the nation,
both at the tribune of the Legiflative Body, and in
the proclamations and orders of the Diretory,

But it is time thefe unfubftantial illufions thould
be diflipated; firft, by a few general obfervations,
and fecondly, by a fimple flatement'of the actual
fituation of the deported in this diftant colony.

‘When men of vigorous minds and conftitutions,
and in the flower of life, have committed fuch
crimes as are deferving of capital punifhment, de-
portation is doubtlefs an aét of clemency ; but then
they ought not to be fent to a colony eftablithed

* Extract of an order of the Direftory of the 24th Brumaire,
“in the year 4.—% Art, 1II. Theagents of the government are ex»
¢ prefsly enjoined to permit the Ex-deputies Collot d’Herbois and
* Billaud to enjoy full liberty in Guiana.”

X 2 for
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for purpofes of agriculture and commerce, fince
they might diffurb the tranquillity of the planters
with fo much the more cafe, as the reprefling power
is lefs aétive there than in the mother-country ;
hence, too, they might the more eafily difperfe
abroad the feeds of their own vices and crimes. In
this point of view, the deportation of criminals to
a colony already in exiftence, is a violation of the
guaranty which is due from the body politic to its
foreign planters, as well as to all its other confti-
tuent parts : thus the fyfiem of deportation might
more efpecially have produced moft difaftrous con-
fequences to thofe colonies, where the laborious
claffes have been lately emancipated; where the
firft enjoyment of liberty, as reprefented to, and
experienced by them, confifis merely in licentiouf-
nefs; in the defertion of their labours and duties,
and in giving an unbounded loofe to paffions; to
colonies whofe defective fyfiem of legiflation, incef-
fantly changing and incoherent, and cither impof-
fible to be exceuted, or not aétually enforced, has
as yet fearcely exceeded a few ineffeftual regula-
tions of police, wholly infufficient to re-eflablifh
‘:the regular purfuits of labour, or to accomplifh the
repreflion and punifhment of crimes.

Such
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Such is the fituation of the French colony in
Guiana, notwithftanding the delufive reprefenta-
tions with which the Legiflative Body haye been
amufed.

Fuarther, deportation to a country whofe climate
is defirultive to its inhabitants, is but a mode of
{entencing the unfortunate victims to a lingering
and painful death, and to a tedious prolongation
of the firuggles of diffolution : thus cruelly to
multiply the pangs of dying, is, in faét, no other
than to condemn them to a thoufand deaths.

Criminals, then, who arc condemned by the
law, ought to be deported only to a colony ap-
propriated folely to that object, in a climate not
deftructive to its inhabitants, and where fevere
but juft laws will induce them to. adopt a life of
indafiry, and to reform their characers. Punifh-
ment and terror are the vital principles of ty-
ranny *. But the prevention and the correétion
of crimes, and the rendering even the criminal
ufeful to his country—ihis alone fhould be the
end propofed in a criminal fyfiem of jurifprudence,
under a Government infiituted by jufiice and
formed by wifdom.

* See on this fubje&t the Report of Bailleul, on the 18th
Frugtidor.

: In
‘?‘f'
A
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In fuch a colony every inftitution ought to be
directed to the correflion of the criminals thems
felves. Specific rewards fhould be held out te
them, not even excepting liberty to return home
after a certain period of good behaviour and of
ufeful induftry.

Such were the views of the Britith Legiflature
in eftablithing the colony of Botany Bay.

But to deport the members of the National
Reprefentation without fentence, trial, or accu-
fation; to deport Priefis, and old and infirm
men, merely on account of their religious opi-
nions ; to deport men of letters and journalifis;
when the liberty of the prefs and of public cen-
fure ought to have been the pledge of their in-
violable fecurity; to deport men whom no exift-
ing law condemned, and to deport them to a co-
lony where the atmofphere is corrupted by a
ftagnant and defelive cultivation, where none
but blacks can endure the {lighteft labour and
fatigue, and even to place them in the moft un.
healthy fpot of that colony, and confound them
with criminals adlually condemned to death or
to the gallies, is at once to violate the conftitn-
tion, the liberty which forms its bafis, and every

principle
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principle of focial order, of humanity, and of
juftice.

Such, however, was the charader and effe®
of the law of the 1gth Fruéidor, and of the or-
ders given for putting it in force, whether by the
Direétory and their minifters, or by their agent in
the French colony of Guiana.

Sixteen of the perfons proferibed by that law,
were, .on the 21ft Fruétidor, put into cages con-
firucted of gratings, and thus conveyed from the
prifon of the Temple to the port of Rochefort,
traverfing France as though they had been the
vilefl of criminals. The commandant of the
cfcort received the requifite fupplics of money
for their fupport and other expenfes on the road :
but to entruft fo delicate a commiffion to a bafe
and immoral character, to place thefe funds in
the hands of a man recently liberated from the
gallies of Toulon, was effeétually to preclude all
poffibility of the money being applied to the fa-
cred purpofe for which it was defiined ; it was, in
fa@, to order that the deported thould be left def-
titute of every requifite comfort and accommo-
dation, This order, alas! was moft cruelly put
in force ; for in every town we were thruft into

the
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the darkeft dungeon, and fed on the coarfeft of
food.

At length, crowded one upon another, in the
between-decks of a corvette, we had no other
food, during a moft dreadful voyage of fifty-two
days, than the refufe bifcuit of the convicts on
board the Rochefort gallics, fome 'fpoiicd meal,
wild beans (called Gourgannes), and flinking wa-
ter. But to every complaint the Captain replied,
“ If I execute the orders 1 have received, thofe
¢ willains will not all of them arrive at Guiana.”

At length we landed at Cayenne, almoft all of
us fick. Here we expected to enjoy our full li-
berty ; but in this we were difappointed. We
were fent to the hofpital, and piac‘cd under a
guard of foldiers, without being permitted to ge
out, except into an adjoining ficld ; nor were we
allowed to receive any vifitors. We obtained,
however, all the accommodations which the kind-
hearted women who fuperintended the cfiablifh-
ment could procure us; and the inhabitants were
eager to give us the mofl affeCting proofs of the
concern they felt for our misfortunes. Thele few
days were to us an interval of the fiveeteft con-
folation,

We
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We were foon informed, however, by Jeannet,
the Agent of the Directory, that he was about to
fend us to Sinamary, a fettlement fituated about
twenty-five leagues to the nporth-wefiward of
Cayenne, on the river of Sinamary, and fomething
lefs than a league from the fea. 2
" The order for this fecond franfportation was
not fent to us, nor was it till after our arrival at
Sinamary that it was communicated to us. (See
Appendix, No. 1.)

We were told that Sinamary was the hCa“hlE.ﬁ:
ipot in the colony, But previous to our departure,
Laffond-Ladébat, and Trongon-du-Coudray, wrote
to the Agent, reprefenting that the law of the 1gth
Fruélidor, and even the order of the Direétory,
appointing that we fhould be deported to Guiana,
did not dire¢t that we fhould be kept prifoners
there, and that therefore they had a right to their
full liberty, They might alfo have appealed to the
order in favour of Billaud and of Collot; but their
feelings, and the purity of their own conduét,
compelled them to reject all comparifon of them-
felves with thofe too famous members of the Com-
mittee of Public Safety. Laffond-Ladébat’s letter
was couched in the following terms :

L &« Wae
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¢ We have been informed that it is your inten-
*¢ tion to fix our abode at Sinamary. Were our
¢ exiftence alone to be confidered, we fhould have
““caufe to thank you for this choice; but, as to
“ myfelf, I think it my duty to offer you a few ob-
“ fervations.
¢ The decree which condemns us to deportation,
¢ allows us, as I have already obferved, the free
“ difpofal of our property from the time of our ar-
“ rival at the place of our deportation. But this
« permiflion would be a mere mockery, if we are
“ to be fo fituated that it would be impoffible to
“ exercife it. - T am ignorant what orders you may:
* have reccived, but I have reafon to believe
¢ Guiana is fpoken of, generally, and therefore our
¢ particular abode ought to depend on the kind of
“induflry we may be defirous of purfuing.
¢ I will not here fiate how little connected, or,
“rather, how totally difconnected we fhall be.
¢ The contrariety of our opinions has already been
¢ {ufficiently apparent: you have been informed
“ of it by the public prints. Time will throw more
“light on that fyftem of policy which has con-
¢ founded us together. - Equals in misfortune, we
“ have all an equal right- to that liberty which
& the law has given us, as foon as we are arrived
¢ at
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 at the place of our deportation; but nothing

“ can juftify our being here united, except the
“ {pecies of indufiry we are defirous of under-
“ taking, ;

¢ To me, for inftance, who have it in. my
‘¢ power, through my commercial connexions, to
¢ be ferviceable to the colony, it is important to
¢ be fituated in the only port where forcign trade
‘¢ can be carried on: and this is the plan I have
“ formed.  Marbois, Mu:"il]:;.is, Trongon-du-
¢ Coudray, Barthélemy, and myfelf, had even,
‘¢ previous to our quitting France, determined on
¢ a projecl of a partnerfhip, in which we intended
¢ to have included the cultivation of fome planta-
¢ tion of which we meant to apply for a grant or a
¢ Jeafc upon rent.

¢« Such having been our intentions, Citizen
“ Agent, it is highly probable thofe of our friends,
¢ who are apprized of them, may already have ex-
“¢ pedited us fome confignments.

“ But our banifhment to Sinamary condemns us
““to a real imprifonment, frufirates all our plans,
“and reduces us to the wretched condition of
¢ being unable to purfue any ufeful fpecies of in-

¢ duftry.
532 JS5 AL
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“ At firft I heard of a plantation bclongif;g to
“ the State, and fituated near the town, which
 feemed completely adapled to our views. I
“¢ would have taken a leafe of it upon rent, and
“ engaged to kecp'it ix.z good condition; and we
“would, all of us, have eagerly fubfcribed any
“ engagements your vigilan.ce might have deemed
“ neceffary. This vigilance, 1 imagine, would
“itfelf be thereby rendercd more eafy and fecure,
“and the nature of our putfuits would be a fuf-
¢ ficient pledge for our good condud, if the wel-
' fare of our families, and the free enjoyment of -
“ our property, are not alone completely fatisfaGory.
“ It is the interefl of the State that the deported
¢ perfons be not a ufelefs burden upon the colony,
“ but, on the contrary, that they fhould give ad-
“ ditional vigour and adtivity, both to its com-
“merce and agriculture, by all the means they
“can combine together for that effe®. T would
“ alfo add, that the fituation of Sinamary is not
« free {rom danger, both to us and to yourfelf, as
“ far as regards your refponfibility, fince it is liable
“to be attacked by Englith privateers, and fome
“attempts of that mnature have already been
¢ altually made.

T hope,
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< I hope, therefore, Citizen Agent, that yt.au
“ will*ferioufly weigh thefe obfervations. I con-
¢ fider'my banithment to Sinamary as a new ca-
Ll lamity., fince it condemns me to a fiate of
« perfedt ufelefinefs, and my declining health
¢ will unavoidably be extremely increafed by
¢¢ another {ca voyage.”
. The Agent, however, declared with the mofl
pofitive affurances, that he had orders from the
Government to fend the deported perfons to Sina-
mary. - Notwithftanding the reprefentations and
earneft enfreaties of Murinais, who feemed to have
a prefentiment of his'melancholy fate, all the de-
ported perfons, except La Vilheurnois, who was
unable'to move a limb, were tranfported to Sina-
mary, where they arrived on the 6th Frimaire.
The difiri¢t of Sinamary is in a fiate of total
ruin.  About a feore of plantations, formerly fitu-
ated on the banks of the river of the fame name,
-are now entircly abandoned. The feitlement, or
town, is fituated in the fkirts of an uncultivated
favanna, which lies te windward of it, and from
which it is frequently infected with deleterious
exhalations, arifing from the fiagnant waters in the
hollows called pris-pris ; the accumulations of mud
on the N. N. E. coaft, add fo the unwholefome-
5 - nefs
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nefs of the climate; efpecially in the months of
July, Auguoft, September, and October, during
which the heat of the fun is moft powerful. At
that feafon there is no rain; but the breezes, which
are regular, moderate the heat, and would render
the climate fupportable if they were not the vehicle
of exhalations arifing from the fhallows, and from
the: mud accumulated by the fea. At the time
when the inhabitants had the requifite refources,
and a fufficient number of labourers, they ufed to
barn the pris-pris while the waters were out, and
thus prevented them from fending forth mephitie
exbalations. - But during the three or four laft
years they have been unable to purfue this method ;
and to this caufe muft be chiefly attributed the
impurity of the atmofphere. A few houfes, or rather
huts, confifiing only of a ground floor, which are
extremely damp during the l'ong and rainy feafon,
and are- throughout the year full of vermin, fcor-
pious, fnakes, and innumerable voracious infeéts,
are the only dwellings that compofe the town.

Here all our hopes were at once mofi cruclly
defiroyed; for we now difcovered that we had
been purpofely deceived in the moft cruel and
glaring mariner. Laffond-Ladébat again wrote to
the Agent to the following effeét,

Letter®
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Letrer from Laffond-Ladébas o Jeannct, Ageni of
the French Government at Cayenne.

¢ At the time when I addreffed to you fome

obfervations relative to our banifhment to Sina-
mary, o which I received no anfwer, I was far

¢ from conceiving that fettlement to be in fo

-
-

ruinous a flate.  All the inhabitants are finking
‘¢ in defpair, nor can they cven cultivate the necef-
¢ fary food to kecp them from fiarving; heir plant-

‘¢ alions are abandoned, their farm-yards almoft

-
"

entirely defiroyed, and the unwholefomenefs of
é

-

the air daily increafes to a moli alarming degree.

I confider it as impoflible we can long exift in
€

-

this fpot ; if the government have ordered that

-
"

we fhould be placed here, we muf exped@ from

£

time and from eternal juftice, that judgment which

.

the whole nation will Sform relative to their motives.

“ But if (thou:h I am far from believing it) you

-~
-

have of your own authority fixed this place for
our abode, T fhall not hefitate to tell you,

£

-

Citizen Agent, that you are the man owr familics
will aceufe of canfing the death of thofe among s,

(3

-

< who will infullibly become your viclims.”

We were all of us lodged in the old Prefbytery,
where we were crowded together to the number of
five in a room, which obliged fome of us to feck

for
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for lodgings elfewhere. Nor was our refidence at
anamary more than a mere temporary or provifory
arrangement. We were to be changed about to the
different parts of the colony till a fpot was found
which would moft rapidly hafien our defiruction,
and fend us in the fhorteft fpace of time to the
tomb. An engincer was ordered to feek out a fbof,
which would ‘moft completely unite all thefe ad-
vantages; and it was {rom the report of this en-
gineer that the Directory at length fixed upon the
fettlement of Conanama for our refidence. We
fhall have occafion to fpeak elfewhere of this grave
of the human race. ;

It is afferted in France, that the perfons firft de-
ported had a fpace of twenty leagues on all fides,
in_the neighbourhood of Sinamary, which they
were free to traverfe. The Agent’s order allowed
them to go on one fide to Kourou, and on the
other to Iracombo. This liberty, however, was
rendered nugatory by an obligation impofed on
them to appear every five days before the com-
mandant of Sinamary.

Thougl the viclims of calamity fhould naturally
be united by their misfortunes, yet, by fome cruel
fala]ity,_ misfortunes generally produce a contrary
effet.  The deported had not long refided at

Sinamary
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Sinamary before divifions fprang up among them.’
One party reproached their colleagues with too
much vehemence in the Senate, while the latter
accufed the former of having ruined théir country
by their apathy and lukewarmnefs.

Murinais and = Laffond-Ladébat endeavoured
to reconcile thefe differences; but Ramel, and
Trongon-du-Coudray, were conflantly broaching
contrary principles to thofe of Willot, De la Rue,
Pichegru, and Aubry ; ‘while Barbé-Marbois, and
Barthélcmy, remained almo(l neutral. In general,
however, Barthélemy inclined towards Willots
party, and Barbé-Marbois to that of Du Coudray.
Rovére fpoke but little, and feemed abforbed in
melancholy reflections. ILa Vilheurnois bore his
misfortunes with magnanimity, but was moft inti-
mate with Barthélemy and De la Rue. Bourdon
de 1'Oife quarrelled with every one, as well as with
his own confcience. Brothier maintained but little -
intimacy with La Vilheurnois, who had formerly
been his friend; but he was inceflantly difputing
with Ramel, and reminded him of his having par-
ticipated in the denunciations of Malo. At this
Ramel was extremely irritated, and replied with
great afperity. One day, as Hc was reproaching
Brothier with his connexion with Billaud-Varennes,

. M Brothier
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Brothier haftily replied, that there was no good
reafon why he fhould not affociate with Billaud,
fince he was compelled to live with his denouncer*.
Brothier, however, would have adted more wifely,
had he confented to forget the paft, and confidered
Ramel merely as his companion in misforfunc.
The Abbé Brothier, however, -was entirely en-
grofled with his mathematical fiudies, and intended,
whenever he fhould return to France, to publifh

an elementary work on that branch of fcience.
The worthy Le Tellier, of whom we have
hitherto been filent, divided his attention between
his mafter and the moft aged of his deported com-
panions, or, rather, he offered his fervices indif=
criminately to them all.  Doflonville contradiéled
no one; and thofe of the deported who efcaped,
- owed their good fortune, in a great meafure, to
the good intelligence he kept up. ~ Barbé-Marbois,
Ladébat, De la Rue, Trongon-du-Coudray, and
Barthélemy, employed their minds chiefly in po-
litical fiudies. La Vilheurnois was continually :
reading or walking ; and General Pichegru amufed

# It was doubtlefs to this private enmity that Brothier was
indebted forthe injuftice with which Adjutant-general Ramel
treats him in his ¢ Narrative.”” Ramel might indeed complain of
his enemy ; but he had no right to calumniate him by affecting
to clafs him with Billaud-Varennes. . French Editor.

himfelf
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himfelf in learning Englith, an employment in
which he feemed to take great pleafure.

We were not long without experiencing the fatal
effeéls of the climate we inhabited.

Murinais had arrived there in a moft deplorable
ftate, and in this dreadful fituation his illnefs could
not fail to grow worfe. He wrote, therefore, to '
~ the Agent the following letter :

Letter from Murinais 1o Jeannet, Agent of the
F?'Efifh GO'UL?T'H?HEH! at C{gyenne.

¢ Arrefted by an arbitrary authority, in violation
5« of the conftitutional laws, and of the rights of
¢ man, and notwithftanding the inviolability of my

€

-

perfon as a reprefentative of the people, I have
been included in a law of the rgth Frudtidor,

[1

-~

¢ ordering the deportation of fifty-two deputies,
¢¢ unheard, without the Legiflative Body pronoun-
¥ cing Aye or No, agreeably to the forms preferibed
“ in the Confiitution on the validity of their accu-
¢ fations, Againft fuch a deportation I, for my
 own part, now remonfirate, and thall never ceafe
¢ to proteft,
¢ Shut up in a cage of iron, and dragged by an
¢ armed force to Rochefort, I was thruft between
¢¢ the decks of a corvette, and fed, like a galley
M2 % convidt,
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% conviét, with the worft of provifions, fuch as
“¢ excited the indignation of the whole crew.

“ T.did not imagine, that on my arrival at Cay-
“ enne, my lot would: be fiill further aggra-
¢ vated by prolonging my confinement, and pro-
 nouncing a new fentence of deportation againft
“ me. But it appears I am proviforily deported to
 Sinamary, a fettlement confifiing only of about
¢ a fcore of families, who are coﬁtinually fruggling
¢ with mifery in a burning and .defiruétive cli
“ mate. :

“ To fuch a fpot have you deported fixteen
¢ citizens of France, fourteen of whom have
¢ neither been accufed, tried, nor heard in their
¢ defence, and whofe lives muft neceffarily be
« fhortened by the innumerable privatioﬁs and in-
“ conveniences to which you fubject them.

¢ At my age and in the circumfiances in which
¢ T am placed, no man would be much afraid of
¢ his approaching end, nay, 1 confider its arrival as
¢ a defirable relief. But it is a duty T owe to my-

¢ felf and to the dignity of a reprefentative, to
“ apprize you, for the prevention ofall fuperfluous
 expenle, that T cannot accept any grant of land
€ that may, in any refpect whatever, be confidered

¢ as an indemnity or a compenfation for the lofs of
“ my liberty. Until my fifuation fhall depend
% on
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“ on my own free and voluntary choice, I will re-
“ main in the flate of captivity in which criminals
¢ have placed me, expeQing from the hands of
“ juftice, and the teflimony of an irreproachable
¢ life of fixty-feven years, a change of my unhappy
“¢ lot, which it depends on yourfelf alone (by con-
¢ fulting your laws) to alleviate.

¢ Should I meet my fate in this diftant fpot, it
“ will be for you for ever to reproach yourfelf with
¢ having, by unneceffarily increafing the weight of
“ my misfortunes, fhortened the life of a man of
¢ probity, who might fill have hoped long to

contribute to the good and happines of his
“ country.”

-

L1

This letter obtained no anfwer, and the venera-
ble Murinais expired a fortnight after he wrote it.
As foon as the news of his death arrived at Cayenne,
an ante-dated order was fent for his removal. Had it
beendifpatched on the receiptof his reqtleﬁ, Murinais
would ftill have been in a fituation to have gone to
the hofpital. Thus did this worthy old man, who
had devoted fifty years of his life to the fervice of
his country, who had been torn from his family, and
. from the legiflative body, untried, unheard, and
in violation of the facred office he filled, become

the firft viCtim of the paflions that dilated the law
of
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of the 1g9th-Fruétidor. He died with the greateft’
firmnefs, and with that tranquillity which natuorally
attends on virtue. As we crowded round his bed,
he frequently repeated the following remarkable
fentence: <€ 'Tis better to die at Sinamary free fromt :
€ reproack, than to livein guilt at Paris”

Some days after this melancholy feparation, Bar-
thélemy, whofe legs were very much fwelled, ob-
tained liberty to go to the hofpital of Cayenne in
the place of La Vilheurnois, who had fcarcely re-
covered from his illnefs before he was obliged to
come to Sinamary. '

At Cayenne Barthélemy was tolerably well treated,
being attended by the worthy fifters of the charity,
whofe humanity never relaxed. From that place
he wrote the following letter to one of his friends in
France.

Letter from Barthélemy 1o a Friend in France.
* You are already acquainted with the manner

€

a

in which we were conveyed acrofs France in

¢t cages of iron, lying at night fometimes in prifons

“ and fomelimes in dungeons. Our fea voyage

L4

n

correfponded with our journey by land.

¢ Crowded together in the between-decks, which
“ was guarded night and day by two foldiers with
¢ drawn fabres, we were fed like the failors with
“ falt
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falt provifions, gourgannes (beans), and fome
bifeuit, that was fo bad and decayed, that it is
aftonifhing any one thould offer it to the failors.

¢ We all bore this dreadful voyage tolerably

€

€
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well, though conftantly treated as criminals;
the inftructions containing an order that we
thould not fpeak with any one of the crew.

¢ Alter a voyage of fifty-two days we arrived here,
and landed at the hofpital, where, as far as regards
ourfood, wehave been well treated, but neverceafed
to be under a guard of {oldiers : we were not per-
mitted to go-out, except for an hour, morning
and evening, into a ficld adjoining the walls of
the hofpital, and we were {carcely allowed to re- -
ceive any vifitors.

¢« We fondly imagined, that on our arrival at the
place of our deportation our perfons at leaft would
be free ; ‘but in this we were deceived.

¢ A fortnight after we were conveyed by fea to
Sinamary, a miferable and unwholefome difirict,
fituated twenty-five leagues from Cayenne,
where there is a dearth of all kinds of provifions,
¢ We are lodged there in a building which was
once the Prefbytery, confifting of five fmall
rooms, into which we are difiributed. We are
furrounded by ferpents, fnakes, innumerable

4 ¢ voracious
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voracious vermin of various fizes, with which
this country fwarms; and the tigers are alfo our
very near neighbours.
“ A fpace of ground is allotted for usto walk
i ; but fometimes the extreme heat, fometimes
the rains, ‘and atall times the innumerable infeéts
that fill the air, render our walks extremely trou-
blefome. Here alfo we arc under a guard of
foldiers. u
“ This place is inhabited by above fifty perfons,
who are all ill with fevers. No one, except Bil-
Iaud-Vafenncé, who alfo refides here, enjoys
good health.  Befides the allowance he receives
in common with ourfelves, the government give
him 180c livres tournois per annum, and the
rent of his cottage; and Viftor Hugues fends
him from Guadaloupe various provifions to the
value of fix thoufand livres per annum.
¢ The allowance we receive from the govern-
ment confifis of half a pound of bread and
three quarters of a pound of bad rice per day
It is impoffible to procure any butcher’s meat.
“ I can but feebly pourtray the horror of our
fituation. - Murinais {ank under it at the end of
Brumaire, Every onc of us is more or lefs in-
difpofed. |

i ¢¢ There
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¢ There is a {urgeon appointed for the military
eftabliftiment; but you will eafily conceive an -
idea of the medical knowledge of a furgeon fta-
tioned in fo wretched a fpot.
¢ A ferious illnefs Has procured me permiffion
to come to this hofpital, which is fomewhat lefs
damp and lefs unwholefome than Sinamary,
whither I dread the thoughts of returning.
¢« We hoped fome alleviation of our lot might
arrive from France; but we have only learnt
that a great number of .deportcd perfons are
about to be fent hither, which will render. our
fituation fiill more cruel. We have now no-
thing to expeét, but to perifh by flow and pain-
ful degrees in this torrid zone, which renders
Guiana the grave of the Europeans who come
hither, notwithftanding the delufive pictures
that have been drawn of the country by French

writers.”

Barthélemy had great reafon to.dread being fent

.back to Sinamary; for he had no fooner thown

fome figns of convalefcence, than Jeannet ordered

an armed force to convey him thither.

At this time, Trongon-du-Coudray having-fymp-

foms of a very dangerous illnefs, the furgeon of

N Sinamary
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Sinamary certified that he could not be properly

treated there, and that it was indifpenfably necef-

fary to remove him to Cayenne. Troncon there-

fore wrote to the Agent, foliciting permiffion to go

there.

Letter from Trongon-du-Coudtay to Jeannct, Avent
¢ 2y s g
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of the French Government at Cayenne.

‘¢ It is to yourfelf that I choofe to apply; for it
is impoflible that, when you are informed of my
fituation, you fhould refufe me permiffion to come
to Cayenne. A refifal would render my cafe defpe-
rate, and would be my death-warrant. In this

place none of the articles requifite for fo compli-

 cated a diforder as mine are to be had ; and the

badnefs and humidity of the air prevent the re-
medies from taking effect. It is not a privilege
Iam afking. Every man fo fituated would have
a right to demand his removal to Cayenne.
Nor is.it to you, Citizen Agent, that I need ob-
ferve, that here humanity has her laws.  Power

will pafs away, but good alions remain.”

To this letter the Agent gave no anfiver; but

fept off a phyfician to Sinamary without any means

of
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of cure. In addition to his other complaints, Tron-
con laboured under a putrid and malignant fever,
which attacked him in the beginning of Floréal ;
and on the fame day Laffond.Ladébat fell ill of a
violent bilious fever. They were both lodged in
one room, nor could they obtain a feparate apart-
ment.  Thus were their diforders continually and
reciprocally increafed by the fight of cach other’s
fufferings, and the putrid air they breathed. Tron-
¢on, however, fecemed for a fhort time to be con-
valefcent; but he had afterwards feveral relapfes,
and the phyfician fent from Cayenne certified alfo
that he could not be properly treated at Sinamary.
Trongon therefore again wrote to the Agent as
follows :

Second Letter from Trongon-du-Coudray to Yeannet,
Agent of the French Government at Cayenne.

“ It was not an additional phyfician I needed,
“ but a purer air, and thofe means of recovery
 which T cannot procure herc; fuch as broth,
‘ bathing, and attendance ; in a word, whatever
 Sinamary cannot furnith., This place is ex-
“ tremely damp and marthy; there is a want

N 2 ¢ of
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¢ of every thing, and that want cannot be fup-
¢ plied.

¢ By {peaking a fingle word, you can put an
“ end to all thefe evils. But will that word be
¢ fpoken? It lics entirely in your own breaft;
¢ and if you confent I fhall be extremely grateful.
< Will it be refufed? That too lies in your own
¢ breaft. I fhall endure it" with refignation, al-
¢ though Iam convinced I fhail fall a vidlim to
¢ your decifion. 1 wait your anfwer with confi-.

¢ dence. May it be di¢tated by humanity !

His refufal was abfolute. The fentence of death
was pronounced. Trongon-du-Coudray expired -
on the 4th Meffidor, with that tranquillity which
cver attends an unfullied confeience. His ftrong
attachment to order, juftice, and true liberty, the
talents he difplayed, and the projelts he formed,
proved that he would one day have rendered the
moft important fervices to his country.  But, alas!
his country has loft him! Du Coudray was the
fecond victim facrificed in this wild and favage
country to the revolution of the 18th Fructidor !

Bourdon de I'Oife died the fame day, and almoft
at the fame hour.

‘Willot,
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Willott, Rovére, and Ramel, were fuéccﬂ'ivcly
attacked with various diforders.

It was at this time that Pichegru, Barthélemy,
Le Tellier, Willot, De la Rue, Aubry, Ramel, and
Doflonville, determined to fly from the fate to
which both the climate and Jeannet's refufal feemed
to condemn thofe who remained at Sinamary. Ac-
cordingly, they entrufied themf{clves to a very flen-
der bark, in which they were fortunate enough to
efcape.

At Sinamary they were, as it were, in the jaws
of death, and nothing but a miracle could fave
them. Marbois and Rovére refufed to join them
in their flight. Laffond-Ladébat had from the
firft declared that he would not fly: for he feared
the law of confifcation might compromife both the
intereft of his family and the property of his cre-
ditors. To him, thercfore, although in a ftate of
convalefcence, the project-was not communicated.

‘Thus all the deported members of the Council
of Elders remained at Sinamary, waiting in hopes

" that juftice would one day demonfirate the purity
of their conduét: for they were refolved not to
facrifice the peace of their families to a few years of
exifience. This generofity, alas! coft many of them

their
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their lives.  Only two of them furvived their com-
panions in misfortune; and thefe alfo will pro-
bably {oon fall a facrifice to that murderous cli-
mate, unlefs they fhould be refeued from the fangs
of death, by changing at leaft the place of their

banifhment.

DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIPTION

OF THE

PRISONS OF ROCHEFORT.

BY RICHER-SERISY *.

Germinal, in the Year vr,
-—--———NO, you have not, like me, be-
held that crowd of innocent viétims, overwhelmed
with mental and bodily fufferings, linked together

two by two, heaped together in carts, and daiiy
dragged from all parts of France to Rochefort,
to be thence removed to fuffer and to die in the
impure a-tmofphcre of Cayennc! Tranfport your-
felf then for a moment to the dungeons that yawn
to receive them.

Imagine to yourfelf various damp apartments
filty feet {quare, cach of which contains two hun-
dred of thefe unfortunate beings, whofe numbers
are daily and hourly increafing. In thefe dun-
geons arc imprifoned perfons of all ages from
youth to decrepit old age. Their beds are matrefles
of oakum, two feet broad, fpread on the ground,
without fheets or covering ; and even of thefe the

* Editor of “L'Accufatenr Publique,” a paper remarkably
bold and obnoxious to the Direftory.

number



( 96 )

number not complete in proportion to the num-
ber of prifoners, who are obliged to lie three upon
a matrefs, Totally deflitute of tables and chairs,
the ground is the only place on which to repofe
their weary limbs, while four enormous tubs,
placed at the corners of thefe apartments, fill the
air with pefiilential effluvia.

In this horrid fcene, innocence is forced to linger.
To avoid total fuffocation, thefe unfortunate beings
crowd towards the window, to tafte the freth air
through the bars that deprive them of their liberty.
Yet even this alleviation is not permitied, for the
{entinels, flationed at the airing place, fire on thofe
who rafhly advance their heads too far. Thus did
a murderous ball lately kill -an infirm and aged
priéﬁ, who had pafled his fixtieth year !

When the clock firikes eleven, the gates of the
prifon are opened, and the daily allowance of the
prifoners brought in wooden pails by drunken, un-
feeling wretches ; confifiing of fea-bifcuit foaked in
warmand greafy water, a pound of hard black bread,
fome cow-beef half dreffed and dragged through
the dirt, which is cut into as many ounces as there
are prifoners. ' Such is their allowance for a whole
day, which s repeated cvery four-and-twenty

5 hours.
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hours.  You fhudder at my tale! Learn from
it the inexhauftible patience, the unparalleled refig-
nation, of the prifoners !

I was prefent at the arrival of thefe infe@led ali-
ments; and faw the Priefts throw themfelves on
their knees to blefs and pray over them. This fight
is renewed every day at the hour when their
religion preferibes this dutj. I was a witnefs to
the melancholy confufion of fobs and' prayers
which every morning and evening, and during
the filence of the night, re-echo through thefe
miferable vaults: the found of bolts and creak-
ing hinges, and the hoarfe rough voice of jailers,
which at intervals mingled with thefe noifes, filled
me with horror. * At the fame moment 1 beheld the
beauteous violet and the tender bud of fpring
uniting round the bars in a fmall garden adjoining te
the prifon, and the little birds that came to perch
beneath the opening leaf to fing the fong of li-
berty and of pleafure, in the prefence of men loaded
with irons, and overflowing with the tears of
wrelchednefs: This picture of life and of death,
of flavery and of liberty, of happinefs and of de-
fpair, that beneficent Nature, who alike difpenfes
her boons in the prifons of Rochefort and the
groves of the Luxemburg Palace, afforded both

Q to
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to the heart and the eye the moft afflilive of
contrafis.

If fome of thefe unfortunate perfons fink under
their uncommon fufferings, if at the approach of
death they implore relief, o long a fpace of time
intervenes before that relief can poflibly reach
them, or the order is given, that the poor crea-
turcs’inay dic a hundred times, while waiting for
that which would have faved their lives. - The
order, howeyer, at length arives; the phyfician
feems only to be fkilled in the art of torturing the
foul. This hard-hearted brute, whofe fevere and
meagre countenance refembles the bars of the' pri-
fon he vifits; this monfier; who is infenfible to
pity or to thame, and who has transformed his
honourable and beneficent profeffion into the bu-
finefs of an aflaflin, and treats the fufferings of
the prifoners with infolent and bratal raillery, Tuns,
in two fhori minutes, through this abode of mifery,
in the midft of groans, of horror and defpair. Nor is
it until the agonies of death are upon them that
he will grant the fick an hofpital bed. ¢ You
¢ feem to fuffer,” faid he to one of them : “¢ this
“leg of yours is threatened with mortification ;
* the air of Cayenne will do you good.”—*'You

# vyomit blood,” faid he to another; ¢ your
¢ cafe
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* cafe requires deportation; your fever is very
¥ bad; but have patience, the fhip is ready, and
“ you will fail within two days.” If by chance he is
humane enough to feel their pulfe, his countenance
-and convulfive geftures declare how much plea-
fure he would have in breaking their limbs or dif-
fedling their bodies.

Thus do thefe unfortunate beings, who languith
for relief and confolation, expire in the agonies of
agérahated horror, with the dreadful idea, that
they are about to leave behind them a wretched
family and a blafted memory ; that their bodies
will be thrown with neglect and contempt into a
corner, and deprived of the laft tribute of ten-
dernefs and affection ; that their wives, their chil-
dren, and their friends, ignorant of their fate,
will continue to pour forth prayers and vows for
their deliverance, Tong after the furgeon Vives
fhall have infulted their athes by laughing at their
fate.

Ifa few of thefe unfortunate beings have faved
fome wrecks of their property, if they purchafe, at
an exorbifant price, frefh air and more wholefome
food, it is true, they experience a momentary res
lief from their torments, as long as its price is
within their reach ; their means are, however, at

o2 length
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length exhaufted, lukewarm charity grows cold,
and then, undermined by a long captivity, they
will arrive at the place of their banifhment, naked,
and plundered of their laft refources.

You will hardly fufpect, that the tools of power,
thofe proud republicans, thofe mortal enemies to
tyranny, forgetting that they are the paffive and
criminal infiraments of arbitrary violence, that the
vilims they are employed to torture are innocent,
that thame and punifhment would be the reward
of their murderous complaifance, if the conftitu-
tion refumed its vigour, can cxperience either
pleafure or profit from rendering this infernal
fyftem fiill more cruel and oppreflive ; that through
fear of lofing a place which has fo many compe-
titors, or, like faithful dogs fawning for an ex-
pected bone, they fhould pay their court by in-
flicting miferies on the juft, or find a pleafure in
being ferocious, while their mafiers only require of
them to be their fubmiffive flaves !

"Tis in this den of mifery, whence hope itfelf is
banifhed, that every one who is deported, that is,
every one who has the misfortune to have dif-
ipleafed the government or fome municipal agent,
a fecretary of a commune, a juflice of peace, a
contractor, a miftrefs, or a fervant, is condemned

to
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to lil;ger. ‘Here perfons accufed of emigration,
whofe names have been three or four times erafed
from the lift, a favour for which they paid exorbi-
tantly, though they never had quitted their country,
their town, or even, perhaps, their houfe; here
minifters of the Catholic religion, worthy curates
and venerable vicars, who have grown old in un-
fhaken faith and unfullied fimplicity, and firangers
to every idea of political intrigue; whofe only
errors are thofe of a fcrupulous, confcious, and
uncorruptible integrity, are abandoned, without the
fmalleft hope or refource, to the moft affliclive
feelings that can torture a heart which crimes have
never degraded. Here innocence, ftruggling amid
the convulfions of defpair, appeals in vain to the
laws, cries aloud for a declaration of her crimes ;—
but, alas! prayers, groans, and defpair, are all in
vain! they are fated to be fwallowed up in the
ifland of Cayenne, there to perith on a land of
exile; for the irrevocable order of deportation is to
them a certain warrant of death. If this is not the
fadt, fay, tyrants, would ye have deported them ?

Ye to whofe hearts fenfibility is dear! ye who
read thefe pages with a figh of fympathetic
horror ! will believe, perhaps, that even while I
am painting fa@ls in fecble colours, my affrighted

imagina-
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imagination, grown wild with. the contemplation
of cruelty and misfortune, is ftill exaggerating
beyond the trath; but liften to the faéts I fhall
relate.

I was prefent when two old men were brought
in, the younger of whom, wha had an ulcer in his
leg, was feventy-fix years old ; the elder, who was
blind and deaf, was in his eighty-third year: they
were deported as difiurbers of the public peace. Sol-
diers of the Gendarmerie, or rather a cruel banditti #,
a difgrace to the drefs they wear, and who traffic in
deportation, becaufe thefe two old men were unable
to give them a louis-d'or which they demanded,
bound their enfeebled and flefhlefs arms, while ihey
fhed an unwilling and a lingering tear from their
aged eyes, and let it fall upon their fetters.

I have beheld a woman feventy-five years of age
(Madame de Marfac) dragged from Bourdeaux to
Rochefort in a heavy and chilling rain, where fhe
arrived deftitute of clothes, of linen, of bread, of
friends, and of every means of fubfifience; for the
revolution had devoured- them all. Unfortunate

* This accufation does not attach to the Gendarmerie in gene-
ral; for although that body contains fome atrocious villains, it
alfo abounds with brave foldicrs, whofe hearts recoil at the office
they are condemned to difcharge, and who combine probity and
humanity with the rigours of their employment,

woman !



103 )

woman ! ‘fhe had, alas! furvived her family, and
ftood alone in the world; her dog bnly remained ;
he lay upon her knees, and the prefled him in her
arms : this poor little animal, this faithful friend of
her misfortunes, returned her careffes, and feemed
to participate in her mifery: what barbarian would
have defired to feparate them ? the favages deftroyed
him!

I have beheld a whole family of peafants in the
moft dreadful ftate of privation; a father, his'two
fons, and two daughters, who had fled from the
murderous knife of Le Bon: they were dcportcd

~ as dangerous perfons !

I have beheld women, who were models of con-
Jjugal affeétion, holding their infant children to
their breafts, which grief and mifery had dried up,
and living on charity, traverfc France to follow
their hufbands into banithment !

I have beheld, in the feverity of winter, in the
month of January, Gibert Defmoliéres, a Repre-
fentative of the People, and confiderably advanced
in years, dragged from Paris to Rochefort in a
cart. This worthy man fuffered his misfortunes
with perfeét tranquillity, weeping only for thofe of
his mother ; a mother in extreme old age, of whom
he was the only fupport; a mother whom he nioft

4 tenderly
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tenderly loved, a mother from whom he had never
been feparated, and who will die far from her
banifhed fon, deprived of his fupport, and of the.
laft offices of filial affection !

Perlet, Jardin, and Langlois *, accompanied
him. Langlois, who was an interefting young man,
alike diftinguifhed for his talents, his virtues, and
his bravery, had an opportunity of ‘efcaping during
the journey. Several kind and zealous friends
were ready to refcue him at Rambeuillet ; but he
offered, however, this privilege to Giberty ¢ And
¢ what,” replied that Deputy, ¢ will then become
¢ of my mother ? 'Tis true I may efcape, but the
« wreck of my property will be feized, and fhe
¢ will die in wretchednes.” In this firuggle of
generofity, Langlois, who was languifhing under
a diforder of the fiomach, and vomited blood pre-
fufely, refufed the relief offered by friendfhip, and
would have fhared the fate of Gibert. I took him
away, however, and thus refcued him from his
murderers and {rom death,

Lafily, for | can hold no longer this mournful
pallet, whofe cpIeurs are inexhauftible, I have be-
held——but my tortured heart almofi refufes to

¥ He was editor of a newf{paper, inimical to the Diveétory.
purfue
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purfue the narration. Tt was feven in the evening :
the prifon-gate opened, and I beheld a man
who lay acrofs a horfe bound hand and foot, while
the foldier who accompanied him, told the
horror-firuck fpeQators that his prifoner was a
drunken fellow, who could not fit his horfe. At
length he was taken off, and carried into the prifon.
I followed him, and touched his pale cold fore-
head; I endeavoured to recall his fenfes by
means of falts—but, alas! he was dead * ! And ’tis
at the clofe of the eighteenth century, this century
difiinguithed for its humanity and civilization,
that I have feen a lifeles corpe entered on the
books of a jailor! ! !

Even at the time when I am thus pouring forth
the horrors of an affliéted heart, I am informed
that a veffel had received into her hold a part of thefe
unfortunate beings, to the number of two hundred,
where, crowded and prefled againft each other in
this gulf of infe@ion, the greater part of them, fink-
ing under peftilential diforders, will, doubtlefs,
never arrive at their defiined place of banithment.

* This tnfortunate being was in the prifon of Muron, or
Muren, a commune five leagues diftant from Rochefort. The
juftice of peace, who delivered a dying perfon to the gendarmes

to convey to Rochefort, will furely, if there are laws in France,
be one day punifhied for this atrocious crime,

» Iam
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I am informcd that, at the time of their getting
out to fea, they were attacked by the Englith, who
are mafiers of our coaflt; and the fhip being dif-
mafted in the conteft, the water entering on cvery
fide, fhe was obliged to take refuge in the port,
where fhe retained her dying prifonets in her
damaged and leaky hold ; and that another vefiel,
after their pafling a month in this dreadful cavern,
bad julk received them on board, to depart a fecond
time, and convey them to the land of deportation.
Thus caft off by France, again repulfed by the Eng-
lifh, and forced back upon our coaft, driven to and fro
like the waves of the dreadful element that bears
them, imagine the defpair of thefe unhappy beings,
panting again to prefs the beloved fhores of their
country, though butagain to be driven into banifh-
ment. .

To you, dear and facred vi¢tims of the ferocious
Robefpierre, if; on the other fide the grave, your
virtuous fouls fiill thrill with compaffion for our
miferies, to you I appeal, and demand whether ye
regret the facrifice of life, or that fhort and fudden
pang which inftantly put a period to your tor-
ments, torments lefs dreadful than thofe infli¢ted
on the foul, than the tedious and lingering convul-

fions of defpair, or that perpetual agony of horror

which
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which renders the anguith of death, as it were,
eternal, while it denies the undifturbed repofe of
the grave. Yet alittle while, and even Robefpierre
will feem to have had a ferupuloufly kind and
feeling heart ; for thofe who, after nine years of
revolution and of experience, fill inflict fuch
horrors, and exercife fuch tyranny, are at once
more criminal, and their erimes lefs fufceptible of
extenuation.

Calvinifts, Lutherans, Theophilanthropifts, wor-
fhippers of Mithra, or of Mofes! whatever be
your religious opinions, or your diverfified fyftems
of worthip, they all enjoin the pradtice of hu-
manity, mercy, the love of your neighbour, and
even the love of your enemies. Tis on this grand,
this univerfal bafis, that all the religions of the
carth are built. And you, my fellow-citizens of
France! fay, is there one of you who. may
not view the arbitrary deportation of thefe unfor-
tunate men as threatening himfelf with the fame
fate to-morrow ? r
Hodie mihi, cras tibi.

Surely there exifts not an inhabitant of France
but would fhudder at being thus inftantly torn by
the caprice of a wanton calumniator from his wife,
his children, his country, and his fortunes, and

P2 robbed
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robbed of every thing that is dear to him. O yield,
then, to the diftates of your common interefis,
and forget your hatreds and mutual animofities ;
for to defend the caufe of thefe viétims of mifery,
is but to plead in behalf of the nation at large.
Generals, Legiflators, Judges, Directors, men of
every party, and of every rank, and condition, O
lifien to my voice. Your fafety and {elf-pre-
fervation is infeparable from theirs: your acqui-
efcence in their fate would render you refponfible
for thefe atrocious meafures to every future age,
Yes; it would bring upon your own heads the
horror with which thefe arbitrary adts will fill the
fouls of your children, and which your cowardice

and weaknefs will encourage.

(Signed) RICHER-SERISY,

NAR-
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NARRATIVE OF EVENTS

THAT TOOK PLACE AT GUIANA SUBSEQUENT
TO THE ESCAPE OF THE EIGHT EXILES,

UP TO THE 2Q VENTOSE IN THE YEAR VII,

THE commandant of Sinamary loaded the pri-
foners who remained in his power with new infults
and additional feverity ; he alfo rendered their con-
finement more rigorous, and {cemed, as it were, de-
termined to punifth them for not having tuken to
flight. It was long before they had any news of
their friends. A month after their efcape fome fol-
diers reported that the canoe in which they had em-
barked, had been fallen in with at fea by a priva-
teer belonging to the colony, which had funk it;
and they added, that none of the fugitives cicaped,
Thus the unfortunate prifoners poured forth in
aggravated captivity the tears of fricndfhip and of
grief over the fate of their haples companions.
The object of this falfe report, which was fpread
over the whole colony, was to deter the remaining
prifoners from all ideas of attempting a fimilar
efcape, and to add to the fufferings they endured.
About this time Jeannet received inftru@ions
5 from
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from the Direflory, fomewhat more humane and
moderate than the preceding, which were written
by the ferocious Reubell; and the orders given to
mncreafe the rigour of the confinement of the re-
maining prifoners were now revoked.

On the 14th Praivial, the frigate TLa Decade ar-
rived in Cayenne-road with 193 other deported per-
fons ; among whom were two members of the Coun-
cil of Five Hundred, namely Gibert-Defmoliéres
and Job-Aimé, fome Emigrants, a great number of
Pricfts, fome refrattory, others recanting, and fome
who had taken the oaths; and laftly, fome perfons
who had been condemned to imprifonment for vio-
Jations of the criminal code, The fituation of thefe
exiles at the time of their arrival was dreadful.
None of them indeed hétd died daring the paffage ;
but they bad all fuffered eruelly, and the greater ;
number were in the moft perfeét indigence, and
almoft naked ; while bifcuit, devoured by vermin,
gourganne_ beans, and bad water, were the only
nourifhment of the aged and the infirm, who were
finking under their oppreflions.

Upon their arrival, the inbabitants of Guiana
again gave the moft firiking proofs of their kind-
nefs and hofpitality. Many of thefe firangers were
received at various plantations which were gene-

roufly
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touflly offered them as an afylum; and a negro
woman who pofieffed a fmall plantation in the
diftrict of Sinamary, and who has feven young chil-
dren in her heufe, eagerly offered to receive one of
the priefis.

The infiructions the Agent had reccived, in con-
fequence of the remonftrances prefented by the fa-
wilics of the perfons firft deported, enjoined him
to permit them to fettle in whatever part of Guiana
they might choole, except the ifland of Cayenne.
In compliance with thefe infiructions the Agent pub-
lilhed an order dated the goth Prairial.  (See Ap-«
pendix, No. I1.) ;

This order laid feveral refirictions on the liberty
of the deported, and referved to the Agent an arbi-
trary power over the eflablithments they might
make. '

Another order, dated 10 Prairial, granted them a
continuation of their allowances till the 22d Bru-
maire. (See Appendix, No. IIL)

On the roth Thermidor, La Vilheurnois, who left
France in the moft vigorous flate of health, termi-
nated his carcer of life. He had been tried by a
military commiffion nominated by the Direétory,
and condemned to a year of imprifonment. Yet
without [urther trial or change of fentence, and

merely
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| merely to make the public believe he had been cotis
neéled with the members of the Legiflative Body
included in the law of the 19th Fru&idor, he was
deported as well as Brothier, who, like himfelf, was
accufed of being an agent of the brother of Louis
XVI} Duverne de Prefle, or Dunan, who was
included in the fame accufation, had alonc been ex-
cepted, in, confequence of the declarations upon
which the pretended confpirators of the 18th'Fruc-
tidor, were denounced to the Legiflative Body;
though not till that body had been moft grofsly out-
raged. La Vilheurnois, throughout his misfortunes,
maintained a firm and invariable fortitude. At the
hofpital of Cayenne he was compelled to lic in the
very bed where the detefted Collot d’Herbois had
died. He was much diffatisfied with Brothier, and
had frequently fo exprefied himfelf to him, but was
defirous to be reconciled, before he died ; and hav-
. ing received from the Abbé’s hands the laft fpiritual
comforts, he expired in his arms, pouring forth vows
for the re-cftablifhment of the Monarchy.

As foon as a few carbets, or huts formed of
hurdles and turf, and covered with thatch or leaves
of trees, were confiracted 5 cighty of the deported
were conduded to Conanama ; that is, all thofe
who had not yet procured fettlements, This place

having
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having no furgeon, the furgeon of Iracombo, which
is three long. leagues diftant, received orders to go
thither four'times per month.

Several of thefe unfortunate perfons were robbed
on the road, and mofi of them had no other bed
than the ground, when they arrived at their carbets ;
the foil being very damp, and chiefly confifting of
a muddy morafs. 1 have feen Indians,” faid
one of them in a letter to a friend ; ¢ yes, I have
€ feen men whom we call (avages, thudder at thefe

¢ dreadful fcenes, which they aflured me inf}iircd

o

¢ them with horror. I have feen the Captain of
¢ the Indians of Iracombo, who worked together
“ with his men in preparing thefe carbets, thed tears
¢ gver our misfortunes, and exprefs the flrongeft
¢ indignation againfi the authors of our miferies*.”

The quiet and peaceful fettlers were obliged to
crowd together to the number of twenty or twen-
ty-five in one carbet, to avoid being confounded
with mifereants who threatened them with defiruc-
tion, and were watching to plunder them of their
laft remaining clothes. This kind of diforder
foon broke out, and threc or four of thefe mif-

* Thefe I 'rd/inns and thofe of Sinamary were compelled to

“ work at the cardets, after which they were referred to Cayenue
¢ for payment.”

a creants
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crednis were accufed, one of a robbery committed
in a neighbouring plantation, and the refl of a
confpiracy fo fet fire to the carbets. Of four of
them who were condudted to Sinamary, one was
acquitted and fent back to Conanama, and the
reft conveyed to Cayenne to take their trials. He
that was accufed of robbery was imprifoned at
Conanama ; and although his guilt was not proved
byany witnefs whatever, the engineer whocommands
the military force, and who was the perfon that had,
in the month of Frimaire, formed the plém of this
eftablifhment, and fuperintended the execution of
it, threatened the prifoner that he fhould be fhot
at fix o'clock in the afternoon, unlefs he confefled
his crime in the courfe of the day. The poor
wretch, however, broke out of prifon, and after
wandering two or three days in the woods, was met
with and arrefted, almoft ina dying ffate, in the
neighbourhood of Sinamary. He was fent to the
hofpital, where he dicd two or three days after.
He that was acquitted before the juftice of peace
at Sinamary, and fent back to Conanama, was
conveyed to Cayenne as a fiypicious perfon, by or-
der of the Engincer Prévoft. Thus it is that juflice
is adminiflered in the name of the republic !
Rovére
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Rovére was beginning to recover from a long
and feverc illnefs, when he received intelligence
of the noble and generous. fiep of his affectionate
wife, who informed him fhe was about to embark
on board the Medea, with her two infant children,
to fhare his fate, and, if poffible, to alleviate his
misfortunes. The firft effect of this news, and the
fears and anxieties to which it gave birth, caufed
‘a new relapfe. His mind and body, however,
feemed bhoth re-animated, and he applied himfelf
to forming and executing a plan of (ctl'liug him-~
lelf, together with his family, in a plantation of
which he had an offer, in the neighbourhiocod of
Cayenne. To accomplifh this, however, it was
neceflary to conform to the regulations of the goth
Prairial ; and fome informalities in his demand re-
tarded the confignments he expedled, at which he
was fo greatly alarmed, that his fever returned, ac-
companied with the moft dangerous fymptoms,

At length, however, he reccived the requifite
documents, and, notwithfianding his extreme de-
bility, and the oppofition of the furgeon, and
notwithftanding death feemed already to hang over
him, he embarked on the 15th Fruétidor for
Cayenne, though it was neceffary to carry him in

: Q2 a ham-
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a h;mmock from his bed to the fchooner that was
to convey him thither.

He had fearcely got out to fea before he had a
moft violent attack of fever in the night, and be-
came quite delirious. This eircumfiance, added to
the roughnefs of thie fea, obliged the captain to
return to Sinamary, where he landed on the 17th.
Rovére was difembarked in a dying flate, fearcely
able to move a limb, and was even hoified up and
carried on fhore in a hammock : he could not,
however, be brought back to the houfc he before
inhabited, as he had very great caufe of complaint
againft the unfecling ingratitude he had ‘there
expericnced.  One of the inhabitants, therefore,
whofc heart was more generous and {ympathetic
than that of his former hoft, although burdened
with a large family and a fick houfe, offered to
receive him. To his houfe he was carried almoft
in the agonies of death. The furgeon paid him
every attention; but all his cares were in vain 3 |
and after fuffering a confiderable time, he died at
three in the morning on the 2 sth Fraétidor.

It is impoflible to pourtray the long and compli-
cated fufferings he cndured. The apprehenfion
of his wife and children arriving in the midfi of
thefe feencs of ficknefs and of death continually

harafled
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haraffed his ‘mind, and he died calling upon
their names, and imagining he was clafping them
in his arms. '

And here let me pay a tribute of refpe@ and'
admiration to the kind-hearted and hofpitable inha-"
bitant who received him beneath his roof.” This’
worthy man is one of the fmall number of Ger-
mans who furvived the dreadful mortality that
befel the planters, whofe fettlement was intrufied
to ‘the Chevalier Turgols at Chanvallon.  After
thirty-four years of labour, he had acquired a cer-
tain-degree of affluence, when the new fyfiem
adopted for the regulation of the colonies ruined
his fortune and defiroyed all his hopes.  The ill-
« nefs of his wife and children increafed fiill further
his calamities ; yet notwithfianding thefe afRictions,
every one of the deported who was fituated in his
diftrict experienced his beneficence and humanity.
The name of this worthy man, who is keeper of
the ftores at Sinamary, is Morgenftern.

Eight of the newly deported perfons took up
their abode in a fmall room which they hired at
Sinamary. On the 1s5th Froétidor fix of them
were in the hofpital, and the other two ill of fevers ;
and on the 20th two of thofe who were at the hof-
1}ital died; one of thefe was D'Havelange, a re-

fpectable
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fpeCtable old man, who had formerly been a

Redtor at the univerfity of Louvain.

On the gth Fradidor, the Agent, totally difre~
garding his former orders, by which he had pro-
mifed the perfons firft deported their lodging and
allowance of food till the 22d of Brumaire, wrote
to the Commiffary that thefe indulgences {hould

ceafe on the 1ft of Vendémiaire, at the fame time
ordering him to fend to Conanama on the zsth
Fruétidor, thofe of the fixteen deported perfons,
who were unable to fettle themfelves agrecably to
the regulations of his-order of the 3oth Prairial.

Thus was the permiffion to fettle, which had
been fo frequently contefled and refirained, and
which the Minifter of Marine had at length
granted, fuddenly changed into a pofitive com-
mand to fettle and to become a planter without
the means of cultivation; or to commence mer-
chant without heing allowed to go to the only
port which commerce could frequent. It was
neceflary, however, to choofe one of thefe alter-
natives, or be cruelly condudted by a military force
to the carbets of Gonanama,

This difirict is fituated between Sinamary and
Iracombo, in a favanna that is furrounded by
extenfive meoraflts, which render this fpot fill

more
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more unwholefome than Sinamary; and thofe who
had languifhed during fo long a period in thefe
horrid deferts, and had beheld their friends perifh
through the effeéts of the pefiilential air of Sina-
mary, had no fooner become feafoned to that dread-
ful climate, than they were again obliged to change
their fituation: the Agent having inhumanly ordered
them to be removed to this new grave of the
human race at Conanama.

However incapable they might be to devote
themfelves to agriculture and commerce, whatever
other arrangements they might have made, yet
even were they fick, were they in the agonics of
death, fiill they muft conform to the equally fingu-
lar and arbitrary regulations of that order. (See
Appendix, No. IV.) It arrived at Sinamary at a
time when Brothier was juft recovering rom a
fevere fever; hence it had a cruel effeét upon his
health; for, having paffed almoft all his lifein the
ftudy of mathematics and of literature, nothing
could be more foreign to his habits than agricul-
tural or commercial purfuits. On the 13th Fruc-
tidor he had been fo adive in afiifiing Rovére to
embark, and exppfed himftIf fo much to the burn-
ing heat of the fun, as to caufe a further relapfe of
his diforder; he had hired a fmall Jodging, and

3 bad
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had addreflfed to the departmental adminiftration
a demand of a fettllcment. Some informalities,
however, caufed it to be returned; and as this
anfwer did not reach him- till the 2oth Frudlidor,
at a time when he was in a flate of extreme debi-
lity, it canfed fo great a depreffion of his {pirits,
that he conceived it was intended he fthould die at
Conanama : thus his fever increafing, aflumed
the moft alarming appecarance, and he died at ten
in the morning of the 26th Frudtidor.

The death of Brothier will deprive the world of
various works which he intended to have publithed
from the manufcripts of his uncle, and among
«others, ‘an edition of Pliny, the notes on which
alone would have been highly important to thofe
who are defirous of comparing the knowledge of
the ancients, relative to natural hiftory,. with that
of the moderns.

We have learnt, that, up to the prefent time, of
the newly.deported perfons,

2 have died at Aprouayac,

g at Cayenne and the reft of the colony,

14 at Conanama,

3 at Sinamary.
29 in the fpace of twenty-five days.
. 60
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6o are fick at Conanama,
5 at Sinamary, and
20 at the leafi in various other parts of Guiana.

The daily allowance of all thofe whom the
humanity of the inhabitants has received into their
houfes has been fupprefled ; nor are thefe indivi-
duals permitted to reccive any aflifiance from the
hofpital. ;

The furgeon of the diftriét of Sinamary performs
his duty, although ill himfelf, with a zeal and
activity that deferve the gratitude of all the exiles;
but the moft effential medicines are refafed to be
fent him from Cayenne, and he is often reduced to
the painful neceflity of feeing his patients die,
through not having it in his power to adminifter
the medicines their cafes require.

The Agent has written to the Directory, giving
a brilliant piQure of the condition of meft of the
deported perfons who have fettled in the colony,
and who are forced to make fictitious arrangements
both in agricullure and in commerce; for- what
{pecies of commerce or of cultivation of the earth
can men, without the means of either, and in a
fick or dying fiate, purfue ? ;

Billaud-Varennes, however, has conftantly re-
ccived all the affiftance he ftood in need of. He

R has
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has lately left Sinamary to fettle in the diftriét of
Makouria ; and it is reported. in the colony, that
he receives fupplies from Viftor Hugues; while
infirm and wretched priefis, bending under the
weight of years, and viétims to religious perfecu-
tion, are rejeéted by the hofpital of the colony,
and left to die without relief in a burning and in-
fectious climate. One of thefe, a man fixty years
of age, affli¢ted with a hernia, was brought to
Rochefort in great pain.  His age and illnefs'ought
to have exempted him from deportation, and he
demanded the enforcing of the law. ' But he was
anfwered with favage derifion: ¢ You may de-
“ mand it from the Commandant of Cayenne,
¢ when you fhall arrive there.” There at length
he arrived, but in fuch a fiate as it was impoffible
to behold without tears; yet thence he was re-
moved without pity to Conanama, where he was
on the point of expiring, when the furgeon of Ira- -
combo, whofe heart was affected by his misfortunes,
offered him ar  ylum, and refeued him from the
jaws of death.

The general refult of the foregoing narrative is as
follows :

Firft, That of the fixteen perfons deported on
board the corvette La Vaillante, eight remained at

Sinamary;
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Sinamary ; and of thefe eight, fix died in the fpace
of ten months and four days; namely, »

Murinais on the 27th Frimaire, in the year vr.

Trongon-du-Coudray on the 4th Meffidor.

La Vilheurnois on the roth Thermidor.

Bourdon de 1’Oife the fame day.

Rovere on the 25th Fruétidor.

Brothier on the 26th Fruétidor.

And that only two of thefe eight are ftill alive;
namely, Marbois and Laffond-Ladébat; and even
the former of thefe was attacked with a fever eigh-
teen days ago.

Thus the mortality of thefe deported perfons for
the ‘whole year is in the proportion of feven and
two tenthsto eight, or feventy-two to eighty; that
is, according to this proportion, the whole number
thould be extinét in fourteen months,

It mufi be further obferved, that eight of the
deported perfons  refcued themfelves from death
about five months ago; and that it is at leaft pro-
bable fome of thefe alfo would have died, had they
remained at Sinamary.

adly. That of the five deported members of the
Council of Elders, three are now no more, Thefe
men were condemned, without criminality, accu-

R 2 fation,
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fation, or trial; they bhave left their country a
heinous crime to atone for |

3dly. That only one member of the Council of
Five Hundred remained at Sinamary ; and he alfo
has fallen. Itis for his friends to explain their
motives for facrificing him.

4thly. That of two agents of royalifm, already
tried and condemned to imprifonment in France,
and who were deported without any further trial,
and in contempt of their aflual fentence, neither
is now alive.

gthly. That of the hundred and.ninety-three
perfons deported on board the frigate La Decade,
twenty-nine died in lefs than a month, and at leatt
eighty-five are dangeroufly ill, and deprived of
every fpecies of relief,

In what nation of uncivilized favages or ferocious
barbarians have men an idea of arbitrarily con-
demning, without trial or accufation, members of
~ the political affociation to fuch a fpecies of punifh-
‘ment and of torture? Yet of thefe victims of
injuftice the furvivors are doubtlefs the mofi-
miferable.  They have almoft daily witneffed
the dying groans of their companions in misfor-
tupe, and are haunted with the phantom of a

painful
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painful and languifhing death on the favage coaft
of a diftant country, far from their native homes,
from their families, and from their friends.
On this horrid picture we fhall make no reflec-
tions. Tt isto the juftice and humanity of theFrench
nation that it is fubmitted.

Dated Guiana, the gth Vendémiaire, in the
_year ViL

EXTRACT
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EXTRACT OF ;A LETTER

FROM

M. F*#*# OF CAYENNE, TO HIS COUSIN, MADAME‘
DE N#*#,

Cayenne, the 24th Ventofe,
in the Year v,

-—-—-YOU afk me, my dear Coufin, for news of
the deported, and efpecially of the friend in whofe
favour you have fo warmly written to me. His
efcape, and that of moft of his companions in
misfortune, mufi already be known to you feveral
months ago. 1 was happy enough to be of fome
fervice to him during his flay at Sinamary ; and it
was pethaps through my advice that he {o fpeedily
refolved on flying from this feene of horror and of
death.

In quitting this colony, the exiles were expofed
to the greateft dangers. Providence, “however,
watched over them; and in a mere fithing-boat,
with almoft miraculous good fortune, they arrived,
after experiencing the. fevereft {ufferings, in the
tertitories of the neighbouring Dutch colony.

4 Moft
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Moft ‘of thofe who remained behind have long

ceafed to exift.  Their only furvivors are, Barbé-
Marbois and Laffond-Ladébat, who perhaps are
only referved for fiill more cruel hardfhips.
Jeannet is no longer Commiffary of the Govern-
ment at Cayenne ;' and the tyranny of his fucceflor
is fo great, that’we are almoft compelled 1o’ regret
his removal. © We are continually told that it can-
not continue long; but in the mean while we lin-
ger, as it were, in a tedious fiate of depreflion and
ficknefs, in which the evils the patient endures
while waiting for 'the remedy are dreadful. = Ah,
my dear Coufin ! you complain of your fufferings in
France : “You figh,” you fay, ¢ for 'the time when
“ you'will return to the colony I while T would
give the world never to have left the continent ‘of
Xurope. The picture we are every day compelled to
contemplate is too horrid for us to fuppofe you can
be more wretched. You know, it is true, that unfor-
tunate perfons exift, but you are nct eye-witnefles
of their fufferings; and it is evident, the evils en-
dured by others affeét us lefs in proportion to the
difiance of the fecene. Yes, my dear Coufin, 1
cannot but cherith a belief that men would be lefs
depraved were the mirror of truth conftantly held
np before their eyes, to thow them all the hidcous
' deformity
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deformity of vice; and the cruclleft enemy of the
deported would put a period to his vengeance, were
he compelled to be the eye-witnefs of their mifery:
for the mere beholding his viélims would fill his s
foul with remorfe and horror.

A great number of other deported perfons have
arrived fince my laft at Guiana, chiefly confifiing
of ecclefiaffics; among whom are two new depu-
ties, Aimé and Gibert-Defmolires, - But the inha-
bitants of Cayenne, who, though poor, are humane
and hofpitable, have the mortification to be unable
to afford relief to all thefe poor unfortunate people,
moft of whom, totally defiitute of all things, and
finking beneath ficknefs and infirmity, are waiting,
as it were, for the fircke of death, which feems
ready to fall upon their heads.

In vain have the planters folicited permiffion for
them to fettle in the plantations in the neighbour-
hood of the town ; invain did I offer to be fecurity
for two venerable old men, who, as I forefaw,
could not furvive their removal to Conanama, and
whofe bodies are now laid in the tomb. Neither
our reprefentations nor our prayers could prevail
with the cruel-hearted man who gaverns ns; and
thus their deftraction was inevitable, All of them
arc placed in the moft unwholcfome parts of

Guiane,
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Guiana. At Sinamary, though a horrid place,
life may fiill continue to linger for a time: de-
ftrudtion was there too tardy in devouring her
prey; and therefore it was refolved to bury them;
as it were, alive at Kourou, Conanama, and other
remote diftricts,  And to thefe wild and nearly de-
fert fpots they are confined, where their enly pro-
fpect 1s miferably to die in wretchednefs and want.
Every inhabitant of the colony fhudders at thefe
horrors; but, alas! we fhall not long have to be=
wail the atual fufferings of thefe unfostunate be-
ings, who are fo cruelly facrificed ! for the earth
feems each day to yawn bencath their feet, and the
extinétion of their laft furvivor will foon alleviate
our fympathetic afflictions.

Job-Aimé and Gibert-Defmoliéres have, how-
ever, obtained permiffion to fettle near the town.
But will the tyrant always be equally well difpofed
toward them? His conduét to Laffond-Ladébat
and Marbois proves, that no reliance can be placed
on this capricious and cruel proconful; for, fearing
thoy might be carried off by the Englith from the
coaft of Sinamary, he thought fit, on the 25th Ni-
vofe laft, to bave them brought over burning fands
ta Cayenne; where, though they arrived in a very

H bad
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bad ftate of health, they were, in conformity to
his orders, lodged in a cockloft at the hofpital.
Being however perfuaded the Agent was difpofed
to grant them another plantation, they eagerly in-
dulged that expefation, and wrote him a letter,
which I fhall firft copy, and then relate the confe-
quences that enfued.

Laffond-Ladébat and Barbé-Marbois to the Special
Agent from the Executive DireSory in French
Guiand.

# Hofpital at Cayenne, the 14th Ventéfe,
in the Year vi1,

“ Citizen Agent,

« If it is your intention to putan end to our
¢ prefent imprifonment, which has continued from
‘¢ the 25th Nivofe, we requeft your permiffion
“ to fettle in the plantation called L'Armorique.
¢ 'We have feen all our companions in misfortune
* fucceflively perifh, and it is our wifh that we
“ may not be feparated. The illnefles we have
¢ experienced, and the debilitated flate of Mar-
“¢ bois, which has been increafed by our unforcfeen
“ voyage from Sinamary to Cayenne, and the fear

« of
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of relapfes, which are peeuliarly dangerous in
% this climate, render it neceflary that we fhould be
near Cayenne, in order to be within reach of the
¢¢ ‘medical and other aflifiance it affords. ' Citizen
P##* will be our fecurity, thould a regard to
our own characters and interefls appeat to you
§¢ infufficient pledges. We alfo requeff, Citizen
¢ Agent, that this commiffion commence only
from the 1ft Germinal next, a delay which is
indifpenfably neceffary for the removal of eur

eftects from Sinamary. e have the honour to

i

-

-

¢

¢

€

-

4

-

~

(1

1
€ falute “yori ¥,

(Signed) ¢ LarroNn-LADEBAT,
¢ Barpe-Marzors.”

When the Agent perufed this petition, he imme-
diately flew into a violent paflion. The omiffion
of the words ¢ Health and refpe& ™ (Salut ct
refpe@) at the conclufion of the letter, was an
outrage which it would have been a violation of

his character to leave unpunithed ; he even carried

*  Nous avons Plenneny de wous JSaluery was formerly a common
mode of concluding a refpectful letter; but as it is the language
of gentlemen, and has the air of the ancicn regime, it feems to have
highly difpleafed this ferocions proconful, T,

s2 his



. ( a5z )
his ferocity fo far as to avow this debafing motive
as the ground of his conduét; and although the
weather was dreadfully bad, and Marbois was fiill
very ill, he and Ladébat were inftantly embarked
for Sinamary. I have heard from them thrice finee
their departure, and learnt that they are in a ftate
of greater fuffering and torment than ever. On
their return to Sinamary they found the following
arrété or order under execution, and new vexations

daily increafe the weight of their misfortunes.

«« Arrété of the Commandant of Sinamary.

¢t By order of the Commandant of- this ftation
Dy ) »

« all the deported perfons, without exception, are

-~

to aflemble in the fquare every Decadi and Quin-

“ tidi, at ten in the morning, there to pafs mufter
(1

-

before the Military Commandant of the poft.

¢ They fhall be ranged in two rows, and in due
 order.

¢ For the future all the deported fhall be refpon~

¢¢ fible for the efcape of any one of their number.

-

¢ The deported are exprefsly prohibited from

€

-~

quitting the ftation without a written permiffion
[1

figned by the Commandant.
¢ The guard at the point of the paffage of the
¢ Savannas, are ordered to arreft every deported .

2 ¢ perfon
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# perfon who thall attempt to pafs without fhow-
* ing the aforefaid permiffion -
¢ At Sinamary, the 28th Pluvidfe, in the
¢ year VIIL
(Signed) ¢ Frevras,
¢ Commandant of the Poft.™

At Conanama, at Kourou, and in all the dif-
tricts where any of the deported are placed, the
fame tyranny is exercifed ; two or three of them
have, however, made their efcape, or rather, pcr;
haps, have fled into the forefis in order to feck a
more rapid and lefs cruel death,
= M. Da *#*, an Orléanais prieft, but now de-
ported to Conanama, has fent me a letter § written
by him to his aged father, and which I tran{mit
you herewith, What virtues, what greatnels of
foul he poffeffes! Ah! my dear and amiable coufin,
let his Jetter be made public; it will melt even the
hearts to which fenfibility is almoft a firanger; it
will difarm vengeance itfelf.

Since the flight of Pichegru and his friends, I
have received three boxes for the deported, ont of

+ This arrété has a firiking refemblanee to the new law rela-
tive to hoftages, Fr. Ed,

{1 See page 136,

which
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which. cantains provifions and clothes, another is
filled with fhoes, and the third with feeds. ‘I
fhall deliver thefe effects to thofe who remain here,
together with feveral letters I havealfo received for
- them. Tell M### that. the letter whercin he
openly adyifes them to fly, was faithfully delivered
o me by M, R* * ¥, who has rendered his friend
confiderable fervices.  Should this letter xeach you,
have the goodnefs to fend the following note to
M,. G * * #, -notary._at , and thus fulfil the

intentions of his unfortunate brother, from whom

I received it. . The following is a copy :
¢ ] am about to die, my dear brother, and I
*¢ fhould be; guilty of an offence before God, did I
“ not forgive: my enemics. When you witneffed
¢ my departure for Guiana, you were defirous to
¢ know whowas my denouncer; and you affured
“*me, in your gricf, that you would fooner or
¢ later revenge . this crime.. O my, brother!
< abandon this intention, - Forgive him, as I for-.
¢ give him, I conjure ydu, in the name of Jefus
¢ Chrifi, whois about to receive me:in his Divine
% mercy.. Recommend me to the prayers of all
* our relatives, and to thofe of my parifhioners.
 Adieu, my dear brother. T pray to God with
“my dying breatl, to pour down every blefling
“ and
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“ and profperity on you, your wife, and your
‘¢ five children. I am indebted to Madame L * # *
¢ thirty livres, which Ireque& you'will repay het.
¢ Adieu, my dearly beloved brother! God will
“’foon take his frail and finful creature unto
¢ himfelf.
(Signed) «P. M G**%,
¢ Cutate of M——."

This worthy and refpectable prieft died the 16ih
of the prefent month, two days after’ he wrote the
foregoing letter.

Adieu; my dear coufin. T'will feize every pof-
fible opportunity of writing to you, both relative -
to your own affairs, and to the unfortunate per=
fons for whom you feel fo lively an intereft. Re-
member me to Mefdames de C#*#, H*#%, and
W * %, not forgetting that worthy woman Bel # # ¥,
M. P*#%'s agent is very ill, but all your
friends are well.  You do not tell me enough of
Zoé; I'hope at my return to find her anfiver my

cxpectations. Meanwhile embrace her very ten-
derly for me.

Foxx %,

LET-
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| PN - I YOS TR L

FROM
PIERRE-MARTE DA * %%, CURATE OF ST. L—
TO HIS FATHER

M. DA # * #, A LANDHOLDER AT V—,

Conanama, a Diftri& of Frenclt
Guiana, 3d Feb. 1594,

GOD has watched over his finful creature. Your
fon is alive. Death has not feized your child,
whofe fate you deplore. O my father! you that
have taught me from my earlieft infancy, both by
habit, and by the pleafunc it gives, to love virtue,
and virtue alone, if your eyes, no doubt
inceffantly overflowing with tears, are flill open to
the light of heaven, may thefe few lines, written
by a hand you love, be delivered into yours!
May they be a momentary confolation to your age;
and may that grief which too long has weighed
you down, at leafl refpect the approaches to the
grave. O my father! there is, there.is another
life, where the virtuous fhall find fhelter from
iniquity. Even if religion did not reveal this

truth, misfortune itfelf would teach it to. man-
kind.
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kind. Yes, my father! in that world, where all
vain diflinétions will be confounded, where the
wicked can no longer purfue us, we fhall meet
again ; there will your virtues and my misfortunes
caufe me to find favour in the fight of God ; there
fhall we be again united, and live cternally to-
gether. O my father! fhall T fpeak of my ene-
mies? Ah, no! the minifier of a God of peace
ought not to feel that he has an enemy. Our holy
religion teaches us to forgive, and Heaven is my
witnefs, that at Conanama my lips have never pro-
nounced the names of my perfecutors, but t& draw
down upon them the Divine mercy. Ah! if ihe‘:y
be but fo fortunate that repentance may enter their
hearts, and fhould I not be prefent to adminifter
confolation to them, and to fay to them, ¢ I have
< Jong fince forgiven you,” let fome generous hand
thow them this letter, and thus alleviate theic
torments | Ah! be their pardon pronounced alfo by
you! The guilty have more need of pity than thofe
who become their viétims; and the feelings of
him who is tortured by remorfe, are fo ‘horrible,

that even his enemy would willingly confole him.
My father, you are impatient to know the fpot
that contains your fon. 'Tis in the abode of death,
T and
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and of yirtue that he offers up to his God a life of

forrow and of penitence.

You well know, my father, that, being always
entirely devoted to my duty, I was furrounded by
my faithful flock at the time when a tyrannical
otder arrived to tear me from the funétions of my
holy office. A man who was clothed in extraor-
dinary power, declared himfelf my enemy, though
he did not even know me. The government wrote
to their agents narrowly to watch the priefts; and
the Commiffary M # # # imagined he was ferving
his country by devoting them to death. I was
marked out among others as his victim ; and while
my fole occupation was to pour the words of con-
folation into the bofom of the families around me,
and preach to them to forget the errors of man-
kind, and forgive their injuries, I was treated as a
partifan of faction, an enemy to my country, and
was even accufed of endeavouring to excite a civil
war. Yet it was through my exertions that peace

fiill prevailed in the neighbourhood, that the in-

habitants were not divided into parties, and that =

the moral virtues of the gofpel {prang up in every
heart. The Commiflary, however, accufed me,
and I was arrefied. And as my worthy parifhioners
m'ldcavourcd to defend me; in fpite of my ef-

forts
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forts to diffuade them, I was reprefented as fiill more
criminal ;. and on this account, a few days after,
an order came for my deportation.—O my father !
dragged from dungeon to dungeon, loaded with
irons, and overwhelmed with mifery and anxieties,
my fortitude at length deferted me, and thowed me
my own weakne(s. Each night, as foon asthe door
of my dark and difmal prifon was barred and bolted,
when I was thus concealed from the view of my
jailors, your fon burft into tears, and the minifter
of the altar of God forgot the fufferings of Jefus
Chrift to weep over his own. Alas ! how weak is
man, when God for a fingle moment leaves him to
his own ftrength !
Providence, however, at length always holds out
a fupporting hand to encourage and firengthen the
repentant finner. Iarrived at Rochefort, and even
there, in the abode of crimes and wickednefs, I, as
it were, met with my guardian angels. O great
God! and could I fiill repine?  Ah, may my mouth
never again be opened to murmur at thy ways | O
my Creator | may thy goodnefs illuminate my foul;
may it be the guide of my heart; and may I at length
be worthy to inhabit the obfcurity of the tomb,
together with the eleét, and with my virtuous com-
panions of misfortune, O my father} I have no
TR right
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right to fpeak any longer of myfelf. Thefe vene-
rable old men, whofe fate I am iJroud to participate,
have taught me how to fuffer; it was at Roche-
fort that I found them. The dungeon where 1 was
entombed, already contained eight other Minifters
of the Church, in whom all the virtues were exem-
plified. *Twas night when I entered that funereal
abode, where a fingle lamp trembled forth its glim-
mering fepulchral light. Ah, dreadful fight! Vene-
rable old men lying upon the fiones, with a litile
firaw beneath their heads, and yet all enjoying a
fweet interval of fleep ! Ah, how eafily does inno-
cence repofe! Soon my eyes involuntarily fixed
upon one of thefe unfortunate worthies, whofe ce-
leftial countenance, ennobled by the filver locks of
age, commanded my veneration! It was Don
Louis, of the order of St. Bruno. When I beheld
him, I was affected with a facred awe and refpect ; I
approached him, threw myfelf on my knees before
him, and made a vow to the Almighty, that I would
devote all my cares to alleviate his miferies. Soon
however he awoke, and perceiving me, raifed his
ayes towards hcaven, and firetching forth his hand
to me, * O my fon,” faid he, ¢ are you alfo a
¢ child of the Lord ? May thy faith be thy fup-
& port under perfecution,and may God cver be thy

¢ comforter !™
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¢ comforter I His companions now alfo awoke,
and uniting with him, collefted round me, and
férgot their own misfortunes, to think of miac
alone. T feemed, as it were, the only vi€lim, and
the only one that needed their confolation.  ¢¢ Mi-
“ mifters of Jefus Chrift,” exclaimed I, ¢ O my
« fathers! O models of fortitude and virtue ! may
“ God grant me fuch firength as you poﬂ'éﬁs ! and
¢ thould my weaknefs be punifthed by long affiic-
¢ tions, may my faith not be fhaken, and may I,

¢ by imitating you, deferve the crown of reward

-

¢ which Heaven has in fiore for you !

Two days after my arrival we were removed from
our prifon, to be dragged on board a fhip, which
was to tranfport us to Guiana. Here I was the
companion ofa great number of Ecclefiaftics from
all parts of France, among whom were feveral
confiitutional and married Priefis, a great number
of men of fixty years of age, Journalifts, Emigrants,
and two Members of the Legiflative Body, namely,
Job-Aimé and Gibert-Defmoliéres.  Such were the
victims of tyranny, who were heaped together on
board the frigate La Décade. The aged and wor-
thy prior of St. Claude was ill of a hernia, and could
fearcely walk.  Another of my brethren was lan-
guithing in a fever, and cannot live many days.
Girard
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Girard d'Havelange and the virtuous Don' Louis
were finking beneath the weight of years; and
moft of the others were cither fick or infirm. In
vain did the Deputies Gibert and Job-Aimé plead
for thefe unfortunate people, for their voices
were filenced and overpowered. ¢ "Tis at Cayenné
é you muft rc:umnftl‘atc,” was the only anfwer they
could ebtain. Yes, my father ! old men, heaped,
as it were, upon each other, lying extended on the
ground, tormented with vermin, defiitute of linen
and clothes, and woife fed than the vile@t crimi-
nals—fuch is the heart-rending picture the deported
prefent.

To our floating dungeon no air was admitied
but through a fmall hole; and thus mephitic efflu-
via were continually propagating contagion, and
a cadaverous and deadly fimell fpread throughout
this burning furnace of defiruction. Yet the
flighte murmur was not heard; for all the pri-
foners exhibited that fortitude which innocence
alone can infpirc; all had learned to endure his
fufferings in filence. The afionifhed crew con-
templated their vidlims with admiration. Several
of the failors fecretly wept over our misfortunes,
and their kindnefs and humanity induced 'them
generoufly to offer us every alleviation in theip

I power,
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power. O worthy Benoift! amiable Rofier!
though we forget the names of thofe who have
loaded us with injuries, we will preferve for ever
the memory of yours imprefled in the innermoft
folds of our hearts. Yes, honeft and kind-hearted
failors ! ye may at lealt enjoy the fatisfaction of
having faved the lives of two worthy men.  If one
of them, alas! (d'Havelange,) has fince terminated
his career, you at leaft prolonged his exifience
by your cares. i

Neither have we forgotten the generofity of fe-
veral of the officers, whof¢ names I would gladly
mention, but it would unneceffarily expofe them to
the hatred of the wicked and vindi&ive.

At length we landed in Guiana, where the in-
habitants would willingly have alleviated our mif-
fortunes, had they not been prevented by our fe-
cond deportation. The Commiflary of ‘the Go-
vernment executed with extreme rigour the or-
ders he had no doubt received; for who would be
fo cruel or fo depraved as of his own free motion
tobecome the infirument of torture to his fellow-
creatures ? '

The deported were divided into various clafles ;
fome being ient off to Sinamary and its environs,
while others were placed in the horrid deferts of

Aprouayac
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Aprouayac and Conanama. ’'Tis from this laft,
from this devouring tomb of man, that your fon
now writes: ’tis here that, fupported by the ex-
ample of his brethren, he endeavours, through
patient fuffering, to deferve that reward which
you, my father, have merited by your virtues.
Conanama is one of the remoteft difiri@®s in the
colony, being fituated in the midft of furrounding
forefts, and covered with muddy moraffes, that
render the air impure by filling it with fetid ex-
halations. The plantations are confined to a few
mis-fhapen huts, the abode of mifery and of death.
Such is the favage country to which we are banifthed !
Of the eight unfortunate priefts 1 found at
Rochefort only twoare alive.  Don Louis died five
daysago, and during the five days that have followed
his death have the afhes of that great and juft man
been watered with all our tears. Within an hour of
the time when he breathied his laft, that worthy old
man crawled, in fpite of my diffvafions, to the
middle of the carbet where he lived, and there,
profirating  himfelf upon the earth in the
midft of Lis brethren, or rather in the midft of
fpedires and of fhades, and after. receiving from
my hands the laG fpiritual confolations, he faid,
% My brethren in Chrift Jefus, all the evils I have
¢ endured
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“ endured are nothing ; fince the Redeemer
“ himfelf drank vinegar and gall—Let us die
“ then, as the Apofile fays, in the hope of en-
« tering the holy city of Heaven ; let us die in
“ the hope that our tribulations, which have lafied
“but for a moment, will foon lead us to eternal
¢ glory ; let us die in the hope that Chrift Jefus
“will one day change our vile and corruptible
¢ body, and make it like his glorious and heavenly
“ body. Before we die let us pray for our perfe-
¢ cutors, and may our prayers rife up even to
“ God himfelt|” Here Don Louis ceafed, and I
recited by his fide the prayers for the dying. Bat
foon his clay-cold band ftiffened as I held it, and he
cxpired in my arms.

Each day new misfortunes befel us. One vics
tim is followed by another, and the very man
who a day or two hence, perhaps to-morrow, will
be overtaken by death, is now digging with plea-
fure and fatisfation the earth that will foon open
to receive him. The tomb indeed is the utmoft
boundary of all our fublunary defires ; and he who
is flepping into it, weeps but for thofe who fur-
vive him. The cemetery where our friends repofe
is the fcene to which we are continually direéting
our ficps. There we frequently affemble, and love

v to,
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to choofe our laft abode, where we hope at

length to find repofe. There each marks out the

fpace he wifhes to occupy near the grave of his
deceafed friend, and, reclining upon his tomb, re-

grets that he muft fill for a while be feparated

from him. That grave which he dug with his

own' hands, and which is waiting for his mortal

part, now becomes his hope, and five or fix days

of expefled life feem too long a delay to his im-

patient fonl.

Yefterday a Prieft from Brabant, who had not
appeared at mufler for feveral days, was found in a
neighbouring foreft half caten by wild beafts. He
had apparently been flarved to death. His hands
were joined, and on his lifelefs lips lay the fign
of his faith. In this fiate fome negroes brought
him to us, and we rendered the laft offices to this
Chriftian martyr this morning.

We are informed that in all the difiricls where
the deported arc fiationed, their fate is no lefs hor-
rible than ours, Death feems to divide himfelf, in
order to firike them with the more rapidity : thofe
who have not fallen, languifh in the moft dread-
ful condition ; and it feems as though this part of
Guiana were inhabited but by the fhades and
phantoms of the dead. :

According
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According to an exaél calculation, it appears
probable, that of the hundred and ninety-three
perfons deported, ten will not be alive five months
hence. Your fon perhaps will ere then have fallen.
Yet to him the apprehenfion of his fate is far from
being a fubject of affiidtion. He paufes upon it
without fear; and the hope that his foul, thus
purged by fuffering, will be worthy to appear
before the tribunal of God, {upportsand firengthens
him amid all his trials.

Adieu, my dear father: may the Lord protect
thy old age, and may his blefling fall upon my
fifier, and her poor children !

I conclude by afking your blefling upon mytelf,
and the benefit and afliftance of your prayers.

Your dutiful and affe&tionate fon +,

DA *% 2

+ This letter reachied the family of the writery but his father,
alas! wasdead. Grief had brought down his gray hairs to the
grave. Fr. Ed.

U2 EXTRACT



{ 148 )

EXTRACT OF A LETTER
FROM
BARBE-MARBOIS 'i'o'Hls WIFE

Sinamary, 29th Ventdfe, in
the Year vir.

IHAD feen almofi all my companions in misfor-
tune perifh at Sinamary, and was myfelf fcarcely
able to furvive the dreadful contagion of the place.
At length, however, I began to recover my health,
though I fiill continued in a very weak flate, arif-
ing from an illnefs of five months duration; when
fuddenly, in confequence of an unfounded and
ridiculous report, that the Englith were coming to
Sinamary, I was removed, notwithftanding my
ficknefs, to Cayenne, under a military force, being
clofely guarded by a corporal and four foldiers,
Thus I dragged myfelf along with great pain and
difficulty acrofs the fands, fometimes wet through .
with heavy rains, fometimes finking beneath a
feorching fun. I expecled indeed to bhave died,
had not the care I experienced in the hofpital fome-
what recovered my health. Hopes were given to

laffond-Ladébat and myfelf, nay, we were even
aflured,
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affured, on the part of the Agent, that we
might fettle in the ifland three leagues from
Cayenne ; and I was extremely defirous of doing
fo, fince the air is lefs unwholefome there than
here. 'When every thing was ready, both the
plantation and our provifions, I wrote to the
Agent, requefling permiffion to fettle three leagues
from Cayenne, in a wholefome fpot, where we
fthould not be expofed to the danger of being car-
ried away by an armed force, on account of fears
that were wholly chimerical. Upon this the Agent
ordered notice to be given us, to be ready in an
hour to return to Sinamary, and in lefs than that
{pace we were put on board an open canoe, where the
furge came frequently over me. This canoe, in
which there was no feat, was a quarter full of water.
Thus I paffed the night in a cold bath, expofed
to the wind, and in a cruel flate of fuffering.
Hence I had a rclapfe of my fever, and fince
the 16th, when I arrived, I have had feven violent
attacks.

This treatment cannot be juftified on any
ground whatever. But I omit fuch particulars as
would give you the greateft pain. To me they
muft produce fatal confequences; for, notwith-
ftanding my energy and fortitude, they will cer-

5 tainly
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tainly fhorten my life. Judge by what I write of
that on which I am filent; and, if T cannot ob-
tain juflice, if I cannot be brought to trial, let
me at leaft be allowed to inhabit a lefs hoftile cli-
mate. Otherwife the next year will be the laft
of my life; for the fummers here are extremely
fatal.

(Signed)  Barpe-Marros.

ARRIVAL
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ARRIVAL OF THE DEPORTED PERSONS
; IN LONDON.

M. de R¥#% 1o M, Lewis Zelmann, a Merchant az
Hamburgh.
London, C&ober 27, 1798,
OF the eight deported perfons who effected their
efcape {rom Guiana, only four have arrived in Lon-
don, namely, on the 25th September laft. 1 have
had occafion to fee Meflis. Pichegru and De la
Rue five or fix times, and I hope to cultivate their
acquaintance ftill further. With them is M. Dof-
fonville, who feems to he ci:lrcmcly attached to
them. Asto Adjutant-general Ramel, the Govern-
ment did not permit him to remain long in Eng-
land. His misfortunes have not yet obliterated the
remembrance of the thare he took in the denuncia-
tions of Malo, at the time of the trial of La Vilheur-
nois. Hence, two days after his arrival, he received
an order to take his departure for the continent.
Being, however, totally deftitute, Mr. Wickham
generoufly fupplied him with neceffaries, in compaf-
fion to his extraordinary fufferings.
Now that I am acquainted with General Piche-

aru,
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gra, I am no longer furprifed at his great military
reputation ; and you know that 1 am not accuftomed
to form rafh and precipifate judgments. *Tis there-
fore after having long fiudied his characler, that I
venturc to pronounce my opinion ; Pichegru then
is indifputably one of the greateft Generals in Eu-
rope; but T do not imagine him to poflefs equal
talents as a Statefman. He is rather to be confi-
dered as one of thofe brave men, whofe proper
place is at the head of an army. His very walk is
that of a conqueror, his manner and appearance
thofe of a hero, and his countenance that of an
honeft man. He never fpeaks but of his country,
and it is eafy to perceive that his opinion is entirely
the child of patriotifm. In general, however, he
talks but little, and leaves to his friend and col-
league De la Rue the bufinefs of keeping up the
converfation. De la Rue feems to poflefs a firong
mind ; his manners are noble, his language fluent,
and he appears wholly engroffed with the interefis
of France—I 'belicve his morals to be as firiét as
his talents are brilliant, General Pichegru {peaks
of him as of a mofi couragecous man. They are

very clofe friends. ‘
On their arrival in London, the deported perfons
had the good fortune to meet with the worthy
Tilly,
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Tilly, the American Captain, who had been their
deliverer, and whom the Commiflary Jeannet had
fent from Cayenne for F&ance to be tried there.
But the veflel that was bringing him over being
taken by the Englifh, this excellent man had the
good fortunc to efcape the vengeance of the French
Government, The deported were unable to offer
him any other recompence than the tears of grati-
tude ; but he was treated by the Minifiry with the
greateft diftinélion, and every requifite meafure has
been taken to enable him to return to his own
country without incurring further danger.

Pichegru being indifpofed at the time of his arri-
val in England, the phyficians preferibed the coun-
try air. De la Rue, however, who continued in
London for their common interefis, went every
other day to vifit his friend. The General has re-
ceived, and fiill continues to receive, daily vifits
from the moft diftinguithed Members of Parliament,
and other perfons of eminence.

The deported efcaped from the place of their ba-
nifbment in 2 moft miraculous manner. During
the interval therefore that will precede the publica-
tion of their own Memoirs, I {end you the follow-
ing Extraét of a Letter, which contains an account
of their efcape. Itis a fimple narration communi-

X cated
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cated by M. De la Rue, which he permitted me to
copy, and which I am eager to tranfmit you.
¢ After a moft painful voyage of fifty-two days,
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the deported arrived, almoft all in a fiate of fick-
nefs, at Cayenne the'capital of Guiana, and fitu-
ated inan ifland of the fame name *.  Here they
were imprifoncd during a fortnight at the hofpi-
tal, from which they were removed to a fpot at
twenty-five leagues diftance on the continent, in
the moft miferable part of the colony, where
they were placed under a guard of negro foldiers,
whofe rage endeavours were made inceflantly
to provoke againft their prifoners, by afferting
that it was their intention again to reduce the
blacks to flavery.

¢ Condemned to live upon failors’ allowance,
lodged in rooms built for negro prifons, each
moment threatened with the peniard, or with
poifon, forced to aflociate with the ferocious
Billaud-Varennes, loaded with humiliations,
deprived of all communication with the inhabit-
ants of the colony, furrounded with all the accu-
mulated caufes of approaching dcﬁ'ru&ion, a

* % The Agent of the Directory in this ca!ony is one Jeannet,
who performed his revolutionary curcer under Danton, his

cuncle.’”

¢ party
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“ party of them formed a plan to refeue them-
“ felves from this fiate of degradation and mifery,
and from the fate tlla.d already fallen on the
venerable Murinais, and which fiill hung over

the heads of all his furvivors. And though the

[

-

a

~
a

difficultics they had to encounter were innume-

a

rable, and the dangers terrific ; yet their courage

-
=

overcame the one, and braved the other. A mere

b

Indian canoe was the only veflel wherein they

-
-

performed a voyage of a hundred leagues on a

-

flormy fea, in a track with which they were to-

-
-~

tally unacquainted, and without a compas. In

-
-~

this fragile bark, after having languithed fix

-
-

months and a half in an almoft favage fate,

-
-

cight of them committed themftlves to the
“ waves: namely Meflrs. Barthélemy and his fer-

a

¢« vant, General Pichegru, Aubry, De la Rue,

Willot, Doffonville, and Ramel. They departed
in the night of the 3d of June, and on the sth

-
-

-

“ met with a heavy fea which drove them on

2

the coaft, wrecked their canoe, and deprived

them of the little bifcuit that remarmed *.

¢ Forefts, which had hitherto known ne. inha-

* & This explains a paffage in Ramel's Narrative, that has
given caufe for much furprife : ne one believing it poflible to
exift fixdays entirely without cating,”  Fr, Ed.

X2 ¢ bitants
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¢ bitants . but tigcrs and other wild beafts, now*
% became their afylum. Tormented with the fear
¢ of being ftill upon F':h territory, and covered
¢ by innumerable infeés of various fpecies, fink-
¢ ing with hunger and thirft, expofed to the fero~
¢ ity of the Maroon negroes who infeft this part
¢ of Guiana, they continued in this dreadful fitua-

tion till two days after, when they were liberated
4

~

by two Dutch foldiers, whom chance direéted that
“ way. Miftaken at firft by thefe men for enemies,
¢ they had nearly become the objects of their fire,
¢ till, by the fignals of friendfhip they held out,
they diffipated their fufpicions, and were in-

-

-
-

€

-

formed they were only three leagues from a
Dutch poft called Orange.

¢ On their arrival there they obtained, without
difficulty, of the Commandant, all the needful

(3

-

€

-

€

-

accommodations for their journey to Surinam,

(1

By

where they were received in the kindeft and moft

“ honourable manner. But, threugh fear of ex-

¢

-~

pofing the colony, and particularly its worthy
¢ Governor, to the vengeance of the French Direc-
¢ tory, whofe fatal influence on Holland is too
¢ well known, they determined to leave it a few
¢ days aftcru;ards, except Monf. Barthélemy, whofe
“ bad ftate of health would not have permitted

“ him
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him to fupport the fatigues and encounter the
dangers that (il awaited them: for they endeas

f voured in vain fo qurca pafiage on board

fome merchant-fhip, all of them being enfured

under an exprefs condition not to take any paf-
fengers whatever. -

¢ Thus they were obliged to embark on board a
mere thallop, in feas that were continually in-
fefted by the pirates of Hugues, Vice-director of
Guadaloupe, Scarcely had they got out to fea
before they were attacked by a privateer, which,
however, fortunately proved to be Englith, The
next day a fecond privateer came up with them,
under French colours, a black crew, and the
captain fpeaking French, all chara&eriftic marks
of her being one of Hugues's cruifers. For more
than an hour the deported thought themfelves
on the point of falling into the hands of that
pirate; and therefore, in the conviction that
death would be their lot, they all refolved to rifk
the immediate facrifice of their lives, in an at-
tempt to take the privateer. Nor did they, till
the captain came on board their veflel, difcover
that he was Englith, This captain, like the .
former, treated them with great humanity. A
third veflely however, foon gave them chafe; ~

“ and
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and to avoid her they ran into the mouth of ¥
river, which they found to be that of Berbice.
¢ The governor of’t’tcrritory, and Colonel
Heflop, Commandant of the troops, lavithed on
them all the attentions that a fpirit of generofity
could fuggeft to men of honour and fenfibility.
The latter conveyed them himfelf to Demarary,
on beard a fhip very completely armed.
“ The highly flattering ‘reception, howcver,
which they experienced from the Governor and
inhabitants of Demarary, was foon clouded by a
new and painful feparation. Meflrs. Willot and
Aubry were aftacked with a very dangerous
fever, and were totally unable to undertake the
voyage. The reft were put on board a very fine
merchant-thip, called the Grenade, commanded
by the very worthy Capt. Paichard. But con-
trary winds not permitting the fleet to which the
Grenade belonged to put into Martinique, the
exiles were carried to St. Euftatius, where they
were treated with all the affability and attention
that could be expected from the very refpe@able
Governor and the worthy inhabitants of that
ifland. - Soon afterwards, Admiral Hervey, on
the information of Colonel Heflop, gave orders
for their fafc and commodious conveyance; and
“ they
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< they failed on board the Aimable, commande®
¢ by Capt. Lobb, whofe kindnefs and attention give
111

him a claim to their cteaal gratitude and efteem.
¢ They arrived in London on the 25th Sept. lafi;

-

¢ whence they are extremely impatient to depart,

¢ that they may have it in their power to feize
€ every opportunity again to be ufeful to their
“ native country.”

To this narrative, which cannot but be extremely
interefling to you, I will add an account of the
efcape of Sir Sydney Smith and the long captivity
he endured. They are not written, it is true, by
Sir Sydney himfelf; but he relates his adventures
with fo much elegance and {pirit, that they have
made a very ftrong impreflionr on my mind. In-
deed, when I fhowed him the following narrative,
of which I fend you a copy, he expreflfed great
furprife at the fidelity of my memory.

Account of Sir Syduey Smith's Imprifonment and
Efeape.

® When I was taken at fea,” faid the gallant
Commodore, « I was accompanied by my fecretary
 and M. de Tr——, a French gentleman, who
¢ had emigrated from his country, and who, it had

2 « been,
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been agreed, was to pafs for my fervant, in the
hope of faving his life by that difguife. Nor
were our expc&atio‘ frufirated; for John (as
T called him) was lucky enough to efeape all
fufpicion. ;

¢ On my arrival in France, I was treated at firt
with unexampled rigour, and was told that Tought
to be tried under a military commiffion and fhot
as a fpy. The government, however, gave
orders for my removal to Paris, where 1 was fent
to the Abbaye, and, together with my two com-
panions in misfortune, was kept a clofe pris
foner.

* Mecanwhile, the means of efcape were the
conftant obje@ on which we employed” our
minds. The window of our prifon was toward
the fircet ; and from this circumftance we de-
rived a hope fooner or later to cffedt our object.
We already contrived to carry on a tacit and
regular correfpondence, by means of figns, with
fome women, who could fee us from their apart-
ments, and who feemed to take the moft lively
mtereft in our fate. They propofed themfelves ‘
to aflift in . facilitating my liberation; an offer
which T accepted with great pleafure: and it is
my duty to confefs, that notwithflanding the

¢ enormous
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enotmous’ expenfes occalioned by their fruitlefs
attempts, they have not lefs claim to my grati-
tude.  Till the time ofany departure, in which,
however, they had no fhare, their whole employ-
ment was endeavouring to fave me; and they
had the addrefs at all times to deccive the vigi-
lance of my keepers. On both fides we ufed
borrowed names, under which we correfponded,
theirs being taken from the ancient mythology ;
fo that I had now a dire@ communication with
Thalia, Melpomene, and Clio.

« At length I was removed to the Temple,
where my three Maufes foon contrived means of
intelligence, and every day offered me new
fchemes for effeting my efcape. At firfy T ea-
gerly accepted them all, though refleétion foon
defiroyed the hopes to which the Iove of liberty
had given birth. 1 was alfo refolved not to
leave my fecretary in prifon, and fiill les poor
John, whofe fafety was more dear to me than
my own emancipation,

¢ In the Temple, John was' allowed to enjoy a
confiderable degree of liberty. He was lightly
dreft like an Englifh jockey, and knew how to

¢ affume the manners that correfponded witlrthat

_‘chara&er. Every one was fond of John, who

Y & drank
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 drank and fraternifed with the turnkeys, and

¢ made love to the keeper’s daughter, who was

€

a

perfuaded he would marry her ; andas the litile
Englifh jockey was not fuppofed to have received
a very brilliant education, he had learnt, by

means of {tudy, fufficiently to mutilate his native

4

-

-

&

tongue.. Johin . appeared very attentive and

€

cager in my fervice, and always fpoke to his

-
-

mafter in a very refpeétful manner. 1 feolded

“ him from time to time with much gravity; and
he played his part {o well, that I frequently fur.
prifed myfelf forgcttingx the friend, and ferioufly
giving orders to the valet. At lengtiz John’s
wife, Madame de Tr* * *, a very interefiing

¢ lady, arrived at Paris, and made the moft un-

~
-

-
-

-
a

-

 common exertions to liberate us from our cap-
‘ tivity. She dared not come, however, to the
% Temple through fear of difcovery; but from a
¢ neighbouring houfe the daily beheld her hufband,
“ who, as he walked to and fro, enjoyed alike in
¢ fecret the pleafure of contemplating the friend of
¢ his bofom. Madame de Tt * * * now commu-
“ nicated a plan for dcli-vcring us from prifon to a
“ fenfible and courageous young man of her ac-
“ quaintance, who immediately acceded to it
“ without hefitation. This Frenchman, who was

(3 ¢ fincerely
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“ fincerely attached to his cbuntrf, faid to Madame
“de Tr*** <1 will ferve Sydney Smith with
¢ pleafure, becaufe I believe the Eng!ifh govern-
ment intend to reftore Louis XVIIL to the
throne; but if the Commodore is to fight
againft France, and not for the King of Frace,
Heaven forbid I fhould affift him !

¢ Ch. L'Oifeau (for that was the name our
young friend aflumed) was conneéled with the
agents of the King, then confined in the Tem-

-

3

-

-

o
-

-
~

-

ple, and for whom' he was alfo contriving the
means of efcape. It was intended we fhould all

get off together. M. La Vilheurnois being con-

-

(1

-

-
-~

demned only to a year's imprifonment, was

€

refolved not to quit his prefent fituation; but

(4

"

Brothier and Duverne de Prefle were to follow
' 4

-

our example. Had our fcheme fucceeded, this
Duverne would not, perhaps, have ceafed to
be an honeft man; for till then he bad con-

-
"

duéted himfelf as fuch. His condition muft now

be truly deplorable; for I do not think him

~
N

formed by nature for the commiffion of crimes.

¢ Every thing was now prepared for the execu-
“ tion of our proje¢t. The means propofed by
 Ch. L'Oifeau appeared practicable, and we re-
% folved to adopt them. A hole twelve feet long

Y 2 "¢ was
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“ was to be made in a cellar adjoining to the

{4

({4

113

(13
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~
-

prifon, and the apartments to which the cellar
belonged were at our difpofal. Mademoifelle
D # % *, rejedting every prudential confideration,
generoufly came to refide there for a weck, and
being young, the other lodgers attributed to her
alone the frequent vifits of Ch. I'Oifeau. Thus
every thing feemed to favour our wifhes, No
one in the houfe in queftion had any fufpicions ;
and the amiable little child Madlle. D # # # had
with her, and who was only feven years old,
was fo far from betraying our fecret, that fhe
always beat a little drum, and made a noife,
while the work was going on in the cellar,

« Meanwhile L'Oifeau had continued his labours
a confiderable time without any appearance of
day-light, and he was apprehenfive he had at-
tempted the opening confiderably too low. It
was neceflary, therefore, that the wall fhould be
founded ; and for this purpofe a mafon was re-
quired. Madame de Tr*#* recommended
one, and Ch. L’Oifean undertook to bring him,
and to detain him in the cellar till we had
efcaped, which was to take place that very day.
The worthy mafon perceived the objecl was to
fave fome of the viflims of misfortune, and

€ came
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¢ came without hefitation. He only faid, < If I
 am arrefled, take care of my poor children.

¢ But what a2 misfortune now fruftrated all our
hopes! Though the wall was founded with the
greateft precaution, the laft fione fell out, and

rolled into the garden of the Temple. The,,

[

-

(1

-

€

a

centinel perceived it; the alarm was given; the
guard arrived; and all was difcoyered. = For-

tunately, however, our fricnds-had time to make g

€

-

(1

-

their efcape, and none of them were taken.
¢ They had, indeed, taken their meafures with
the greatelt carc; and when the Commiffaries

of the Bureaw. Central came to examine the cellar

o
-

€

-~

and apartment, they found only a few pieces of
furniture, trunks filled with logs of wood and
hay, and the 'hats with tri-coloured cockades
provided for our flight, as thofe we wore were
¢ black.

¢ This firft attempt, though extremely well

<

-

<

-

€

¢ condudled, having failed, I wrote,” continued Sir -
Sydney, “to Mad. de Tr* * #, both to confole
¢ her and our young friend, who was miferable
¢ at having foundered juft as he was going into
« port. We were fo far, however, from fuffering
<« ourfelves to be difcouraged, that we fiill con-
¢ tinyed to form new fchemes for our deliverance.

< Thle
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*<-The keeper perccived it, and I'was frcci!:fenlly fo
¢ open as to acknowledge the fac. ¢« Commiodore,’
faid 'he, € your friends aré defirous of liberating
you, and they only diftharge their duty. 1 alfe am

doing mine' in watching yow fill more! narrowly.

-

€

-

<

-

-~

Though this keeper'was a' man of unparalleled
¢ feverity, yet henever departed from the rules of
¢ civility and' politenefs. He treated all the pri-

"

~
-

foners with kindnefs, and even piqued himfelf

€

-~

on his generofity. Various propofals were made
to Lim, but he rejeéted them all, watched us
the more clofely, and preferved the profoundeft
filence.  One day when T dined with him, he

.
-

-

-
-

pereeived that I fixed my attention on a window

then partly open, and which looked upon the

-
-

fitect. T faw his uneafinefs, and it amufed me ;

however, to put an end to it, I faid to him,

laughing, 1 know what you are thinking of ;
but fear nat. It is now three o’clack. I will make

£k

a truce with you till midnight 3 and I give you my
¢

word of honour, that till that time, even were e
$¢ doors open, ¥ wonld not f_,'/::'JpE. When that hour is
5 j»c.ﬂi:d,' my promife is at an end, and we are eneitics
¢ again’—* Sir," replied he, © your word is a fu or
¢ bond than my bars and bolts ; till mirlnig]:f, there-
§ fore, Lam perfedly eafy.’ :
¢ When
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% When we rofe from table, the keeper took me
afide, and {peaking with warmth, faid, ¢ Com-

wodore, the Boulevard s not far. If you are in-

€

-

-

-
-

clined o take the air there, I will condust you.

-
-

My aftonifhment was cxtreme; nor could I

&

conceive how this man, who appeared fo fevere,
and fo uneafy, thould thus fuddenly perfuade

¢ himfelf to make me fuch a propofal. I accepted

-

€

it, however, and in the evening we went out.

¢ From that time forward this confidence always

~

"

continued.  Whenever I was defirous to enjoy

perfect liberty, 1 offered him a fifpenfion of arms
till a certain hour. This my generous enemy

"
-

-
-~

never refufed; but when the armiftice was at an
end, his vigilance was unbounded. Every poft

-
-

-

was examined ; and if the government ordered
that I fhould be kept clofe, the order was en-

forced with the greateft care.. Thus I was again

-

[

-

(1

free to contrive and prepare for my efcape, and

¢ he to treat me with the utmoft rigour.

¢ This man had a very accarate idea of the ob-
ligations of honour. He often faid to me,
¢ Were you even under fentence of death, Iwould
permit you 1o go out on your parole, becanfe I fhonld

be certain of your return.  Many very honeff pri-
« fonersy and I myfelf among the rofty would not ve-

€ turn

€

13

(43
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tarn in the like cafe; but an officer, and ¢fpecially
an officer of diftinction, holds his honour dearer than
his life. 1 know it to be a fall, Commodore 5 and
therefore I fhowld be lefs uncafy, if yor defired the
“ gaies lo be always open.’ :

“ My keeper was right.. While I enjoyed my
liberty, I endeavoured even to lofe fight of the
¢ idea of my elcape; and I fhould have been

s,

-~

£

a

-

-

€

a

¢ averfe to employ for that obje@, means that had

€

-

occurred to my imagination during my hours of
liberty. . Oneé day I received a letter containing
matier of great importance, which T had the
firongeft defirc immediately to read ; but as its
contents related to my intended deliverance, I

-

€

-

<

-

-
-

€

-

afked to return to rﬁy room, and break off the

"
-~

truce. The keeper however refufed, faying,
with a laugh, that he wanfed fo take fome fleep.
Accordingly he lay down, and 1 poftponed the
perufal of my letter till the evening.
“ Meanwhile no opportunity of flight offered ;
but, on the eontrary, the DireCtory ordered
“ me to be treated with rigour. The keeper
punctually obeyed all the orders he received ;
*“ and he who the preceding evening had granted
¢ me the greateft liberty, now doubled my guard,
in order to exercife a more perfect vigilance.

“ Among

~

3

~

€

a

[

-

-
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« Among the prifoners was a man condemned
¢ for certain political offences to ten years con-
¢ finement, and whom all the other prifoners fuf
¢ pedled of alling in the deteftable capacity of a
¢ fpy upon his companions. Their fufpicions
¢ indeed appeared to have fome foundation, and
¢« 1 felt the greatefli anxiety on account of my
“ friend John. I was however fortunate enough
¢ foon after-to obtain his liberty. An exchange
¢ of prifoners being about to take place, I applied
« to have my fervant included in the cartel; and
¢ though this requeft might eafily have been re-
¢ fufed, fortunately no difficulty arofe, and it was
¢ granted.

« When the day of his departure arrived, my
¢ kind and affeftionate friend could \fcarccly be
s prevailed on to leave me; till at length he
¢ yielded to my moft earneft entreaties, We
¢ parted with tears in our eyes, which to me were

-

¢ the tears of pleafure, becaufe my friend was

¢ leaving a fituation of the greateft danger. The

-

¢ amiable jockey was regretted by every one: our
¢ turnkeys drank a good journey to him, nor
‘¢ could the girl he had courted help weeping for
* his departure; while her mother, who thought
% “¢ John

A
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¢ John a very good youth, hoped fhe fhould one
¢ day call him her fon-in-law.

“ I was foon informed of his arrival in London ;
€

Y

and this circumftance rendered my own cap-
tivity lefs painful. I fhould have been happy to

"

¢ have alfo exchanged my fecretary; but as he

¢ had no other dangers to encounter than thofe

-

(1

which were common to us both, he always re-
(1

3

jected the idea, confidering it asa violation of
that friendfhip, of which he has given me fo
many proofs.

¢ On the 4th Sept. (18th Fructidor) the rigour
of my confinement was flill further increafed.

€

€

-~

(1

-

The keeper, whofe name was Lafne, was dif-
€

-

placed ; I was again kept clofe prifoner; and,
together with my liberty, loft the hopes of a
peace, which I had thought approaching, and
which this event muft contribute to poftpone.

-
-

[

-

&

-

‘¢ At this {ime a propofal was made to me for
€

-

my efcape, which I adopted as my laft refource.

¢ The plan was, to have forged orders drawn up

4

-

for my removal to another prifon, and thus to
carry me off. A Yrench gentleman, M. de
“¢ Phélipeaux, a man of equal infrepidity and
£ generofity, offered to execute this enterprife.
s¢7Fhe

<
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The order then being accurately imitated,
and, by means of a bribe, the real ftamp of the
minifier’s fignature procured, nothing remained
but to find men hold enough to put the plan in
exccution.  Phélipeaux and Ch. L'Oifeau would
have eagerly undertaken it; but both being
known, and even mnotorious at the Temple, it
was abfolutely neceflary to employ others.
Mefirs. B#%# and L¥** therefore, both men of
tried courage, accepted the office with pleafure
and alacrity.

¢ With this order then they came to the Tem-
ple; M., B#** in the drefs of an adjutant,
and M. L*#% as an officer. The keeper having
perafed the order, and attentively examined the
minifter’s fignature, went into another room,
leaving my two deliverers for fome time in the
cruelleft uncertainty and fofpenfe. At length
he returned, accompanied by the regifter (or
greffier) of the prifon, and ordered me to be
called. When the regifier informed me of the
orders of the DireCtory, 1 pretended to be very
much concerned at it; but the Adjutant affured
me, in the moft ferious manner, ¢ that the go-
vernment were very far from intending to ag-
gravate my misfortunes, and that I fhonld be

%2 « very
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¢ very comfortable at the place whither he was
¢¢ ordered to conduct me.” I exprefled my grati-
 tude to all the fervants employed about the
¢ prifon, and, as you may imagine, was not very
 long in packing up my clothes.

“ At my return, the regifter obferved, that at
¢ leaft fix men from the guard mufi accompany
¢ me; and the Adjutant, without being in the
# leaft confounded, acquiefced in the jufiice of the
remark, and gave orders for them to be called
“ out. But on refleftion, and remembering, as it
“ were, the laws of chivalry and of honour, he
% addrefled me, faying, ¢ Commodore, you are an
¢ officer. I am an officer alfo.  Your parole will Pe
¢ enough, Give me that, and I have no need of an
« glort,—* Sir,) veplied I, <if that is fifficient, T
¢ fwear upon the faith of an officer, to accompany
¢ you wherever you choofe to conduc? me’  Every
“¢ one applauded this noble aétion, while I confefs 1
¢¢ had myfelf great difficulty to avoid fiiling.

 The keeper now afked for a difcharge, and
“ the regifter gave the book to M. B¥##, who
‘¢ boldly figned it, with a proper flourifh, L. Oger,
¢ Adjutant-general. Meanwhile 1 employed the
£ attention of the turnkeys, and loaded them with
¢ fayours, to prevent them from having time to

¢ reflect:
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reflect: nor indeed did they feem to have any
other thought than their own advantage. The
regifier and keeper accompanied us as far as the
fecond court; and at length the laft gate was
opened, and we left them after a long inter-
change of ceremony and politenefs.

“ Weinfiantly entered a hackney-coach, and the
Adjutant ordered the coachman to drive to the
fuburb of St. Germain. But the ftupid fellow
had not gone a hundred paces before he broke
his wheel againft a poft, and hurt an unfortu~
nate paffenger; and this unlucky incident
brought a crowd around us, who were very
angry at the injury the poor fellow fuftained.
We quitted the coach, took our portmanteaus in
our hands, and went off in an inftant. = Though
the people obferved us much, they did not fay a
word to us, only abufing the coachman; and
when our driver demanded his fare, M, L¥*#%,
through an inadvertency that might have caufed
us to be arrefted, gave him a double louis
dor,

“ Having feparated, when we quitted the car«
riage, I arrived at the appointed rendezvous
with only my fecretary and M. de Phélipeaux,
who had joined us near the prifon; and though

1 was
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¢ [ was very défirous of wailing for my two friends,
¢ to thank and take my leave of them, M. de
¢ Phélipeaux obferved, there was not a moment
“ to be loft. I thercfore pofiponed till another
¢ opportunity my expreflion of gratitude to my
¢ deliverers; and we immediately fct off for
¢ Rouen, where M. R*** had made cvery pre-
¢¢ paration for our reception.

¢ At Rouen we were obliged to fiay feveral
¢ days; and as our paflports were perfectly regu-
# lar, we did not take much care to conceal our-
¢ felves, but in the evening we walked about the
¢ town, or took the air on the banks of the

-

¢¢ Scine.

% At length, every thing being ready for us to
<« crofs the channel, we quitted Rouen, and,
“ without encountering any further dangers, I ar-
“ rived in London, together with my fecretary
 and my friend M. de Phélipeaux, who could not

¢ prevail on himfelf to leave us.”

Such, or nearly fuch, my dear friend, is the
account given by Sir Sydney Smith of his efcape;
which, though I have written with hafle, I have
endeavoured to relate with accuracy. T am happy

in having frequent opportunitics of feeing Sir Syd-
ney,
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ney, ‘who s a brave ‘and -generous-hearted man,
with a fine countenance, and eyes that fparkle with
intelligence. His very appearance fhows that he
has an ardent imagination, which naturally prompts
him to form and execute bold and important enter-
prifes ; and ke feems, as it were, to be born to de-
{erve glory, and to acquire it,

With M. Phélipeaux, whom I alfo frequently fee
at Sir Sydney’s, I have long been acquainted. He
poflefles talents as an officer of engineers, is a
worthy man, of a mild and engaging countenance,
and of tried and undoubted courage. His health
feems very delicate; and yet, although a ‘young
man, he has experienced many extraordinary ad-
ventures; having ferved in all the campaigns in
the army of Condé. He commanded in Berry,
and efeaped death by breaking out of a fiate pri-
fon. The Englith government has lately offered
him a brevet of colonel, which he refufed, faying
he was in the fervice of the King of France, and
would accept no other fo long as the leaft hope
remains of being ufeful to his country.

But to return to the deported. Though but little
acquainted with their plans, I cannot imagine they
will continuc long in London. They talk alrcady

_of going to the continent. Should they go to

3 Hamburg,



( 176 )

Hamburg, I will write you by them; -but fome
bufinefs, which I cannot. bring to a conelufion,
detains me here at prefent. Grear changes are
announced as about to take place in France. May
they be realized for the good of all parties! But,
alas| what endlefs evils opprefs mankind! What
torrents of blood have flowed fince the commence-
ment of the fatal revolution! What torrents of
blood muft fiill be thed !

: Adieu, my dear friend. Continue to write to me
frequently. Embrace for me our dear Paul, and
remember me to the family of Pelfenn, T fend
you the books you afk for, a work recently
publifhed on the French revolution, and the laft
number of Mallet-du-Pan’s Mercure Britannique.

Belicve me wholly yours,
De Rt##,

THE
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THE PRESENT STATE..

OF ALL THE-

~DEPORTED PERSONS, ON THE I2TH FRUCTIDOR

| 1§ THE YEAR VviI, (AUGUST 29TH, 1799).
OF the fixteen perfons firft deported to Guiana,
fix, as we have already feen in the courfe of
this work, died at Sinamary, under the weight of
mifery and perfecution : namely,

M. de Murinais, an old field-marfhal, and
fince Parifian deputy to the Council of Elders.

Troncon-du-Coudray, a pleader celebrated for
his ecloquence, and a member of the Council of
Elders.

Rovere, a member of the Convention, and fince
re-eleéled to the Council of Elders.

Bourdon ‘de I'Oife, formerly an attorney, mem-
Dber of the Convention, and deputy in the Council
of Five Hundred.

La Vilheurnois, formerly a mafter of requefis, .
and agent to Eouis XVIIL condemned by a mi-
Kary commiffion to a year’s imprifonment, and af-

- terwards deported to Guiana without trial.

Brothier, a minifter of religion, ex-profefior: of

mathematics, and, during the' revolution, am agent

A A to
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to Louis XVIII. condemned to ten ye'ars imprifon-
ment by a military commiffion, and deported as
the laft. ;

The cight following made their cfcape ; namely,

Pichegru, ex-general (in chief), and fince de-
puty- and prefident of the Council of Five
Hundred.

De la Rue, deputy from la Niévre, and mem-
ber of the Committce of Infpectors of the fame
"Council.

The two laft remained fome months in London,
but are now in Germaty.

Ramel, commander of the grenadier corps of
the Legiflative Body, left his companions in Lon-
don, and went over to the Continent to join his
friend D’umas, together with whom he wrote his
Narrative; nor could he indeed have chofen a
better coadjutor. They are now both at Altona
near Hamburg.

Doffonville, ex-agent of police, has lately left
Hamburg te join Pichegru.

Aubry, an officer of artillery, a member of the
Convention, and deputy to the Council of Five
Hundred. Various reports prevail concerning him.
He is faid by fome to have died at Démé-

rary, and by others to have arrived at Hamburg ;
but
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but nothing certain is known relative to his fate.
He was, however, inferibed in the lift of emi.
grants, and the little property he fill poflefled put-
in fequefiration. His wife bad made many facri-
fices to procure him fome relief, which fhe fent
to him at Cayenne. This confignment was feized
by Jeannet.

Willot, general of brigade, and deputy from
Marfeilles to the Legiflative Body. He was in
Tondon on the 11th of laft month, and intended
to take his departure to join Pichegru. By this
time they are probably together.

‘Barthélemy, ambaflador to Switzerland, and af-
terwards member of - the Directory, He was obliged
to leave London and go to the Continent.

Le Tellier.—But my pen makes an involuntary
paufe, and my eyes overflow with tears of fim.
pathy and grief.—Le Tellier is no more ! —O Bar-
thélemy | banifhment was not the heavieft blow
thy feeling foul endured! Yes, thou hadft once
a generous friend, whofe cares prolonged thy life,
and that friend breathes no more. Le Tellier, alas!
died on his paflage from Démérary to London.
¢ My dear mafter,” faid he, as he was breathing
his lat, « live but happy the reft of thy days, and
¢ ] die contented.” '

! AA 2 The
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The affli@ed Barthélemy, dppréf{'ed with the
profoundeft grief, could fearcely be perfuaded to
leave the corpfe of his friend, which he bathed
with his tears and prefied to bis boflom, as though
he would have re-animated it by imparting to it his
own life; and it was with great difficulty he was
at length removed from this inelancholy feene.

Yes, excellent Le Tellier, thou art no more!
But thy heroic a@ions fhall long furvive thee.—
May thy name never be prenounced without re-
fpect and veneration! May thy memory be handed
down to the lateft pofterity, and the remembrance
of thy virtues fometimes filence the remembrance
of the crimes that have polluted our unhappy
country !

Of the exiles that refufed to make their efcape,
only twoare {iill at Guiana; namely,

Barbé-Marbois, ex-intendant of St. Domingo,
and member of both the Legiflative Affemblies.

Laffond-Ladébat, a banker, Parifian deputy te
the Legiflative Affembly, and afterwards re-clected
to the Council of Elders, of which he was Prefi=
dent on the 18th Fructidor. ,

Thefe two deputics are fiill in banifhment at
Sinamary, where death continually hangs ovef
them, . though it has not yet defiroyed them; and

: ; they
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they wait with forfitude for the time when juﬂ.ice
fhall liberate them from this dread abode. At
length permiifion has been granted thent, and alfoto
Job-Aimé, to go to the ifle of Oléron. Ieaven
grant, that when this permiflion arrives, they may
fiill be alive, and able to make ufe of it !

Job-Aimé is @till living. On his arrival at Gui«
ana he obtained permiflfion from Jeannet's fuccef-
for, Braniel, to efablifh himfelf in a plantation in
the neighbourhood of Cayenue. \

Gibert-Defmolitres.—This worthy man, who was
always {o ufeful to his country, has ceafed to exifi.
He .\\;as in the fame plantation with Job-Aimé,
twhere, after feveral violent fits of illnefs, he began
to accuftom himfelf to the pernicious climate he
inhabited. But, exhaufied by the exceflive heats
which are reflefted from a burnitig fand, he could
not refift the temptation to bathe; in confequence
of which his fever returned ; and being fubjedt to
the gout, he had alfo a dreadful attack of that
diforder, and expired a few days after.

Twelve of thofe who were deported by the fri-
gate La Décade, have lalely effe@ed their efcape,
having employed the fame means, and taken the
fame route, as Pichegra and Lis friends, though it
is not yet known whether they had the fame fuccefs.

2 Almoft
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Almoft all the reft, priefts, journalifis, and emi-
grants, have died of mifery and want.

According to the Report of Defvicux, that cruel
commandant, of whom the exiles had fo much
caufe to complain, there only exified at Guiana,
at the time when it was drawn up, forty of their
number. Governors of France, ye that are ac-
quainted with this fact, remove your vitims from
that murderous climate! Men of every party, if
you are deaf to the voice of juftice, liften at Jeaft
* to the voice of humanity ! Join in demanding that
thefe unfortunate men fhould be at length refcued
from an approaching and a painful death. A few
days longer, and they will have fallen. Perhaps
even now the laft of them has expired, and it is

no longer in your power to fave them !

MEMOIRE
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MEMOIRE OF BARBE-MAREBOIS,

ADDRESSED TO HIS WIFE,

e Audi
Nulla unquam de morte hominis cunatio eft,

B ]

Sinamary, 12 Thermider, in the year vr.

My dear Eliza,
I.WROTE you on the 20oth Ventéfe, requefting

you to ufc all your exertions to bring on my trial. I
fent you my letter at twelve different times, fome by
friends, fome by the depofitaries of public authority,
requefting them to perufe it before they fent it. I
have purfued the fame method with the prefent.

A captive, at the difiance of 1600 leagues from
- my native country, and in abfolute dcpendan;:c-
vpon thofe by whom I am banifhed ; alone, as it
were, before the affembled nation, I enter on my
defence, deprived, alas ! of every aid but that of truth
and jufiice.

Time, which brings all human affairs to a clofa,
will one day alfo put a period to my banifhment,
either by laying me with my companions in the ce-
metery of Sinamary, or by reftoring me to my native

land.
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land. But a premature, a violent, and a ufelefs
death would. fix an indelible fpot on thofe wha
thould be the ‘aulthors”of it; whereas my heing
recalled, and afterwards tried, would be an aét of
equity, that would de honour to my country, refiore
vigour to the laws, and give {plendour to the con[h-
tation.* Elevated with this Lope, T ceaft to confider
: myfelf as an infulated being ; for, if juftice is dear to
man, and if my fellow citizend really love it, their
will muft be, that I thould be brought to trial. o
In every page of the Conflitution they willfind
an anfwer equally favourable and energetic to.my
demand * ;: and as I would never have {uffered
thefe

* & Noone fhalf be profecited, accufed, arrefted, or impri<
* foned, except in tlie cafes determined by the law, and aceording
¢ to the forms prefcribed.” Art. VIII.

% No'one fhall e’ tried, until he has been heard or Ie_galIy ‘
& called.” ArtoXE dp

“ The members of the L elglﬂ'mve Body, fmm the time of thcu
# cle@tion and until thirty days after the expiratlon of their fune-
# tions; fhall only be tried aceording to the forms preforibed:in the
¢ following articles. For criminal adts they may be feized flagrants,
“ delidts; but informatioh thereof fhall be communicated with-
*¢ out delay to the Legiflative Body, and the profecution fhall not
“.he coptinued until lhe Councils hall have fanétioned the aceu-
@ fation.” Art. CXIL

A Entepting the ‘cife of fagrans delidun they fhall not be
“ brought before the officers of police, or put urider! arreftation,)
“ until the Councils have propoﬁ’d and ordered their mal 4
Art; CXIIL. 3

-

A Ia
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‘thefe Taws to be infringed with regard to any one
of my colleagues, I was very far from believing they
could have been violated in my cafe.  Still fefs did
T apprehend, that the national revrefentation, for
the fecurity of which all the members ftand pledged
to cach other, and have a mutual intereft in' fup-
porting the laws, would be {o far mifled by a fatal
error as to firike a mortal blow at its own exifience,
by facrificing a confiderable portion of its members.

At the time this blow fell upon us, the Legiflative
Body expeéted that thofe who were the authors of
it would produce the proofs-of our crimes; that
thefe would be fo arranged as to affign to each of
‘the accufed his fhare of the crime; and that the
criminals, moft of whom did not even know each
“other even by fight, would be accufed individually,

% In the cafes {tated in the two lafl articles, members of the Le-
‘ giflative Body (hall not be brought before any other tribunal
% than the High Court of Juftice.” Art. CXIV,
% They fhall be brought before the fame Court for afts of
‘ treafon, dilapidation, mancmvres to overturn the conftitution
 of the State, and crimes againft the internal fafety of the Re-
-% public.”  Art, CXV,
% No denunciation againft a member of the Legiflative Body
* can be made a ground for a procefs, unlefs drawn up in writing,
“% figned, and addreffed to the Councﬂ of Five Hundred.”
Art. CXVI.
“ Accufation pronounced againft a member of the Legiflative
% Body invelves his fufpenfion.” Art, CXXII,

BR and
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and not en maffe. Hence their juft and generous
impatience frequently broke out, and on the 23
Pluviéfe, the very day on which I wrote to you to
accelerate my trial, the Reprefentative Bailleul fpoke
as follows, in the name of the Committee appointed,
after our condemnation, to declare our crimes:—
¢ [t is not,” faid he, ¢ through want of zeal that
¢¢ the Committec have not yet brought up their re-
“ port relative to the events of the 18th Fradtidor :”
and after this candid declaration, he added, ¢« They
¢ are expecting very important papers fcized by
¢ the Minifier of Police.”

The Committee expected them. O Juftice!
Then they pofiefled them not, although, five months
before, they fent us into banifhment, or rather con-
demned us to death. This perhaps is the firft in-
ftance upon record, in which, after fo long an inter-
val, and after the death of part of the condemried,

it has been talked of to produce the proofs of an
offence punifhed proviforily with a mottal penalty.
I( T am able to demonfirate my own innacence, it
will be a new example of the dangerof thus over-
turning the immutable order of all criminal proce-
dures, and the order of reafon itfelf, which requires
the proof of the crime always to preccde its pu-

nifhments : and hcnccforward ﬂ:all this cafe be
cited
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cited in the biftory of extraordinary judgments, as
one moft caleulated to fhow the dreadful confe-
quences of precipitate and anticipated condemna-
tions. ’

But if you had not thefe proofs after an intetval of
five months, you have furely received them fince
for the Minifter of Police, you fay, had feized them.

At length, after another month had elapfed, the
Council of Ilive Hundred, received on the 26th Ven-
16fe, this long-confidered Report, which had been
announced fix months before, and which they ought
to have received previous to our condemnation.
This Report, which was at length tardily produced,
as the act of accufation againft the deported perfons,
confains the moft evident proofs of my innocence.

It is true I am here fpeaking only of myfelf;
though, according to an obvious rule of natural
juflice, the innocence of my companions muft be
prefumed, as well as my own, till fentence is pro-
nounced. But as every accufation ought to be per-
fonal and particular, fo ought likewife the defence.
Mine, which was from the firft fo eafy, is rendered,
if poffible, fiill more fimple by this Report, of which
the printing was decreed : and inftead of the trite
affertion of, ¢ Iam innocent,” which I might utter
in common with the opprefled, I may fay, < fam

BB 2 £¢ innocent
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¥ junocent by the Report of Baillewnl.” 'This Report 1
read with the utmoft avidity, rather wifhing, than
hoping or expeding, to find fome accufation or
infinuation again@t myfelf. [ withed it, 1 fay; be-
caufe I thould then have known to what I had to
reply ; whereas now, though not accufed of any
crime whatever, [ am ftill cqually compelled to
vindicate myfelf, fince I am punifhed as though I
were not only accufed, bat tried and condemned.

¢ Your Committee,” faid Bailleul in his Report,
“ have collefled ALL THE FACTS HITHERTO
s gnown."— All the fafls " Here, then, is the
accufation, together with the faéts on which it is
grounded. I will proceed with the help of this
glimmering of juftice; and if all the faéts are to-
tally foreign to me, it is evident I am not com-
prehended in the accufation. On reading this de-
claration then, which to me is fo important, I re-
doubled my attention, and fought throughout the
Report both for my name and the facts that might
be laid to my charge; but my name is not once
mentioned. Among the fafls, however, is one in
which I confefs I participated together with the ma-
jority of the Councils.

“ The horde, firengthened by the royalifts,”
iays the Reprefentative Bailleul, * have placed

‘ ¢ Barthélemy
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Barthélemy in the Directory; that Barthélemy-

who was fo much fpoken of in the corre{pondence
of Le Maitre; that Barthélemy who wrote to
<¢.the author of the tragedy of -Louis XVIL. ¢ 1o
not think you can again fet foot on the territories of
*™  To me it is indifferent whether Bar=
thélemy was fpoken of by Le Maitre, or whether
he wrote thefe words or not; but if his nomination

¢ France.

is a crime that deferves deportation, why have
only eleven of the 250 members of the Council of
Elders been deported ?

But I will defiroy this accufation by means fiill
more direct. Barthélemy, who had been during feven
years ambaffador from the Rep’ublic to Switzer-
land, was invefied both with the external marks,
and the real proofs of the confidence of the Di-
reClory. He had negotiated, concluded, and
figned the freaties of peace contradled between the -
Republic and the Kings of Spain and of Pruffia.
As Ambaflador, he was particularly pointed out to
our choice by the Conftitution; while the Exccu-
tive, to whom belong both the nomination and
difmiflal of the diplomatic fun@ionarics, thus in-
formed us he was worthy to be placed in the Di-
relory, by giving him, during fo long a period,
the moft public proofs of perfect confidence. Let

me
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me afk, then, whether among the whole mafs of
French citizens there were many candidates who
united fuch decifive claims to preference; and
whether, provided this charge had the leaft founda-
tion, the pretended crime would not belong to the
DireQory itfelf, rather than the Legiflative Body ?
Ought not all thofe alfo to be accufed that eleéted
Carnot, who was-deported equally with Barthé-
lemy? In fa&, however, this firange accufation-
cannot attach to either of thefe powers : it merely
ferves to fhow the impeflibility of fuggefting any
real matter of accufation.

This charge being difpofed of and defiroyed, I
do not find throughout the Report a fingle word
that can apply to me more particularly than to any
other member of the Legiflative Body. Were
Bailleul himfelfin Guiana, and bad to reply to the
Report, he could neither hold a different language,
nor defend himfelf by more conclufive reafoning.
The only difference between us is, thathe read the
Report to the Legiflative Body, and I read it at
Sinamary. But the difiance and differénce of
climates cannot confiitute either innocence or cri-
minality, I am neither named, nor even pointed
at, in the Report ; and I cannot, without offending
that body, fuppofe, that, had it been rcad to the

4 Council



( 191 )
Counil fix months previous to the 18th Fraétidor,
they would, after hearing it, have {ent me to the
deferts of Guiana, where I am threatened with the
fame miferable fate as half my companions in de-
portation have experienced.

It is impoflible but the eolleagues of the Repre-
fentative Bailleul, after having attentively heard
him, muft have faid,  Some of the deported
«¢ perfons, it is true, are named in the Report;
¢ but the reft are not even pointed at. The crimes
¢t fet forth are foreign to them, and yet capital
¢ punifhments have been inflicted on them all;
¢ for thofe unfortunate men are following each
¢ other to the grave, and their furvivors ‘do but
 miferably languith under the weight of their
“ accamulated fufferings. They have been all
¢ condemned in a mafs. Sometimes, indeed, re-
¢ yolutionary tribunals have heaped together
“ various accufations, but they have always tried
¢ fhe accufed one by one, for crimes perfon-
¢ ally imputed to them, and crimes detailed in
“ their fentence. Never was it faid, Paul is
¢ guilty of murder, let Paul, therefore, be con-
¢ .demned to death, and with him all thofe who
¢ have fallen into our hands. Humanity and
# reafon here go hand in hand with the laws in op-
# pofing fuch proceedings, and even require that

“ thofe
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“#“thofe who are not named fhall be held to be
#¢ exempted from all condemnation.”

It is well known that the Council reminded
-Bailleul' himfelf of the language of equity and
wifdom, which he had fpoken on the 24th Nivdfe;
-and I have a pleafure in reciting them here: ¢ The
¢ confitution,” faid he, “ has laid down the forms
“.to be adopted in accufations of the reprefentatives
¢ of the people, and I demand that thofe rules be
¢ conformed to."”

It would be difficult to conceive what reply
Bailleul could make to this reafoning. I fhall copy
his anfwer to it from a note annexed to his Report’:
“ Note. From my not having fiated particular
‘“facts, perfonally, - of ecach of the individuals
¢ comprehended in the law of deportation, it
“ may, perhaps, beinferred; that thofe, at leaft,
“ who are not mentioned in the documents by
“ name, ought not to:be confidered as guilty,
< But this would be a great mifiake. Suppofe a
¢ houfe to be broke open and robbed, and that
¢ the thieves go off together, fome of them only
“ carrying away the ftolen goods, i this cafe can
it be faid the reft are innocent, becaufe there is
““ no other proof but that they entered and left the
¢ houfe together, and that they continued in com=-
‘ «pany,
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¢ pany, and did not feparate ? The crime confifts
‘¢ in the violation of the houfe of a citizen, not in
¢ the unknown fhare each individual may have had
‘¢ in the aéts by which the crime was perpetrated.
¢ In the prefent cafe, a valt confpiracy has exifted
“ to caufe the fuffrages of the people to fall on bad
¢ citizens, Itis evident that thefe bad citizens, in
¢ the various fun@ions entrufied to them, have
¢ purfued the tieps pointed out to them by the
¢ agents of the conipiracy, have borrowed their lan-
¢ gunage, have been prefent at their meetings, and
¢ that the plot was on the point of breaking out.
1t is evident, therefore, that they are implicated
“in the confpiracy, although we cannot fiate of
¢ cach individual, that he did fuch fpecific aéts, or
¢ defcribe the precife part he was to perform,”
See page 47.
Although I have faithfully extracted this note,
I muft obferve, that it was not read to the Council,
and is no part of the Report of which the printing
was ordered. I fhould even refrain from anfwering
it, were I not determined to confute every ob-
jedtion, how futile foever it may be, in order to
prove, that not even any thing the leaft fpecious in
appearance can be laid to my charge,

ee This
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This tafk, indeed, is extremely eafy; for even
fuppofing the words juft quoted had been read at
the tribune previous to my condemnation, their
plain and obvious fenfe is, that a band of robbers
had been furprifed plundering a houfe, and that 1
was one of the number. The Council, thercfore,
would immediately bave afked where and what I
had fiolen? whether the banker’s firong box, the
national treafure, er fome depofit or magazine of
goods, either public or private? To this Bailleul
would have replied, They have confpired ; I have
fpoken of them as robbers merely by way of meta-
phor. They have confpired then, would the judges
have faid, and you fay they did not feparate;
igterrogate me, I fhould have faid, « On the 18th
% Fruélidor I was arrefied at the houfe of the pre~

L4

fident, where feven of us were aflembled, namely,
¢ Laffond the Prefident, Piedac Dericot, Tron-
‘¢ con, Launois, Goupil Prefeln, Maillard, and

-~

myfelf. When the Gendarmeric came, the
¢¢ doors were frecly opened, and no one attempted
 to fly; we were condufted without the leaft
¢ refifiance to the houfe of the Minifier Sottin ;
‘¢ we pointed out to him that there was a miftake,

€

-

and that the order of arreflation named a dif-

13

o=

ferent houfe; he acknowledged it, faid it was of
[ no
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no confequence, and added thefe truly memora~
‘ble words : © That after what he had taken upon

[
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-

¢ himfelf, the committing himfelf a little more

“or a little lefs was of little importance ;" and

¢ upon this explanation we were all fent to the
* Temple.” Yet of all the feven, only Laffond,
Troncon, and 1, were fent to Guiana; the reft
were fet at liberty the next day, and reftored to
their legiflative functions. This proves that it is
not to the Prefident’s houfe that Bailleul refers,
and that we were not confpiring there; and thus
his confpiracy alfo is a mere metaphor.

By this fimple and eafy analyfis, the Council
would have cleared up a fubject purpofely clothed
in obfeurity ; they would not have fuffered that the
ftatement and the terms of it fhould be chang-
ed; that a mere unfubftantial phantom, that fhrinks
and vanifhes from examination, fhould be pro-
duced as a conclufive witnefs ; or that, in order to
exccute judgment upon us, and condemn us to
punifhments of which death is too certainly the
confequence, recourfe thould be had to trepes and
figures for want of more folid and decifive proofs.

Citizen Bailleul accufes us of caufing certain
counter-revolationary decrees to pafs; fuch vague
and general imputations afford not even matter for

cca difcuffion,
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difcuffion or reply ; one fingle obfervation inftantly
deftroys this accufation. At the fittings of the
Council of Elders, from one hundred and fifty to
two hundred members ufuzlly affembled, whereas
the proferibed members are only eleven ! Befides,
thefe decrees ought to have been fpecified, as alfo
the individuals who fupported or oppofed them.
Bailleul fpecifies the decree of « The organization
 of the Gendarmerie, fo drawnup that no officer of
% the revolution can enter it.” - Yet this very decree,
when brought into the Council of Elders, was dif-

 cuffed and rejected.  If it be faid this reje@ion
does not difprove the intention of the deported
members to pafs it, I reply, that only onc of the
deported members {poke, and that member was
myfelf; I fpoke to oppofe it, and it is recorded
upon the journals of the Council, that my fpeech
was ordered to be printed ; confequently it may be
found among the archives, immediately after my
obj;:&ions had been heard, that the law was re-
jected. Where then is this con/piracy, this uniform
language, thefe meelings, and this agreement 'between
us? How is it that this refolution is a crime com-
mon both to him who propofed it to the Council of
Five Hundred, and to him who efficacioufly
oppofed it in the Council of Elders, and that thefe
[ wiib >0k perfons
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perfons thould be together fent into banithment to
Guiana? I am far, however, from fuppofing this
refolution in the Council of Five Hundred can be
converted info a crime: but even according to
thofe who confider it as criminal, the orator who
oppofed it, and the Council that, immediately upon
that oppofition, rejected it, deferve praife and com-
mendation.

Thus, anxioufly employed in this careful, nay
fevere fearch, for all that can be imputed to me, I
find my name in a lift of royal minifters, which
Charles La Vilheurnois thought proper to deliver
in. This mention of me is not, however, taken
up by the Reprefentative Bailleul either in confe-
quence of that gcncral maxim, that we are not to
be accufed for the a& of another, or becaufe this
could not be laid to my charge as a crime, while
feven other citizens, who are likewife in the lift,
have not fuffered the leafi reproach on that account.
Two days ago I was prefent at the death of Charles
La Vilbeurnois, whofe hut is near my own; but I
declare, as he alfo declared himfelf, that at the
time of his trial we did not even know cach other.

Thus do thofe clouds vanifh on which it has
been attempted to found a pofthumous accufation,
for fuch is the name it truly deferves, fince half the

I deported
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deported have already followed each other to the
grave at Sinamary, after dragging on a wretched
and miferable life. But this recital of all our fuf-
ferings would but afflict our friends, and fill our
enemies with joy: I will fpare the one that pain,
I will deprive the other of that pleafure.

I will add, however, a flatement that may fhow
the chances of mortality at Guiana. To me, in-
deed, this fad office peculiarly belongs, fince I
am one of the extremes of the dreadful propor-
tion. Of all things that excite the fears and terrors
of mankind, death is the moft dreaded; the-laws
have made it the laft and greateft in the lit of
punithments, and hatred and vengeance ceafe when
_ their vi¢tims are in the grave. For us, deportation
15 in fa& condemnation, without trial, either to a
fure and fpeedy death, or to a lingering and no
lefs certain deftru@ion. Of ten members of the
Legiflative Body who have been deported to Guiana,
four have efcaped this almoft unavoidable doom by
flight : they configned themfelves to the ocean in
a fragile bark, and I am ignorant of their fate;
of the fix that remain, three have died in feven
months, one of them being the oldefl of our num-
ber, another of a middle age, and the third the
youngeft of us all: of their three furvivors, two

have
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have been dangeroufly ill, and are fearcely able to
pals the perilous gulf of convalefcence. Such are
our bills of mortality at Guiana, while at Paris,
in the fame fpace of time, only one member has
died out of the feven hundred and fifty who com-
pofe the Legiflative Body. Thus the chances of
death at Paris and Guiana are as one to three
hundred and feventy-five, or, to adopt the language
of an aflurance-office, the premium for infuring
the life of a perfon deported without trial would be
three hundred and feventy-five per cent, for every
one per cent. it would have coft at Paris for an
equal fpace of time.

And as if every thing concurred to prove the
fatal accuracy of this calculation, of the two other
deportcri perfons, not members of the Legiflative
Body, one is likewife dead, namely, Charles La
Vilheurnois. Thefe ravages exceed the moft deadly
peft, and are at leaft equal to the punithment of
cutting off the ears, flitting the nofe, and fhav-
ing the head, inflited by the Ruffian laws on cer-
tain criminals, and which fome hireling writers
have compared with the pleafires of our fituation
at Guiana.

“ Blood has not been fhed,” you fay (page 46) 3
and is every thing lawful but the effufion of

blood ?
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blood ? Do not men die without the effufion of
blood » Ah ! had you heard my unfortunate com-
panions exclaim’ during their long and ciel fufs
ferings, < Would to God, that on the 18th Fruc-
¢ tidor my life had been taken from mel™

Let me afk whether the people of France in
their. confcience: approve that we fhould' be thus
 treated without form of trial 2 Do they approve
that men, who are prefumed innocent until fen-
tence of condemnation, fhould {fuffer the fame
punifhment as a criminal tried and condemned for
a capital crime; that guilt ‘and innocence fhould
be thus confounded in the opinion of the carelefs
and inattentive ; that by this confufion of ideas
and fubverfion of order, the influence of example
~and all our mnotions of jufiice fhould be' de-
firoyed, and that the dread of like unauthorized
punifhment fhould henceforward hang over the
heads of the moft irreproachable citizens, as though
they were the moft criminal ?

Some of us have, as it were miraculoufly, fur-
vived the defiructive effeéts of the climate, and
the depreflion of our wretched fate. Thus we
afford the national juflice of our country an op-
portunity to repair this violation of law and juitice,
of which error has rendered us the vicims: and

juftice
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juftice cannot be granted to us, without in fome
meafure granting it to the memory of thofe who
have already perithed.  No one has an intereft in
preventing me from being brought to trial.  All
our friends, and every honeft man, will fupport
yout demand. Even my enemies will fupport i,
my dear Eliza, if they would wifh to pafs for ho-
neft men. [ am aware; however, that one diffi-
culty may occur.  “ How-can we try a man,” they
may fay, ‘¢ againft whom there is\ no ‘accufation ?
“and could one be found, and were the aceufed
 acquitted, it will be more evident than ever,
“ that he has been unjuftly punithed.” This ob-
jection, it is true, is important; but you may re-
ply to it ‘as follows: ¢ When I demand to be
¢ tried, a refufal would make my innocence the
“ more {triking ; and my defence would draw new
“ ftrength from the filence and dercliction of my
¢« denouncers. If, on the contrary, I am brought
“to trial, the confequence, which is ftill uncer-
“ tain, may be fatal. In the one cafe nothing can
« palliate their injuftice, in the other there is
“ fome chance of their being fuccefsful. At the
“time of the Report of the 26th Ventdfe, there
¢ exifted not the fhadow of a crime, but fince
‘¢ that period proofs and indications might be

DD ¢ found.

e
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“ found.  They may be colleCted until the mo-
“ment of tria.. Whoe knows but the in-
“ di¢tment may bring fome offence of fome
“ fpecies or other home to me ” Tis thus they
defend themfelves from the reproach of having
refufed me that which cannot be refufed to any
one. Innocent or guilty, they will get rid of an im-,
portunate rcafoner, who inceflantly repeats to
them, ¢ Iam in your power, and yet you dare
“ not try me; becaufe you know I am innocent,
“and it is more convenient for you to waif till
¢ death fhall clofc my lips.” TLafily, fhould I be
acquitted, it will be honourable for them to fay,
“ We were his enemies, but were not willing to
¢ deprive him of the right of Iegally proving his in-
“ nocence.” ‘

If fome of thofe you may addrefs, forgetting
that the duty of doing juftice to every one is tranf-
mitted from one magifirate to another, thould db-
jelt that our misfortunes are not their ad, that it
is not their bufinefs to repair the injuries other men
may have committed, and that it is not for them
to acquit me; tell them I do not demand it of
them : I only demand the exercife of a right that
belongs to all men, and which it is equally im-

portant
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portant to them and to me to maintain inviclable—
I mean the right of trial.

The greateft misfortune that can happen to a
judge is to condemn an innocent man. For fuch
an error, remorfe would embitter his whole life.
But this misfortune in thofe who have condemned
me will be repaired, and their eonfciences ap-
peafed, fhould I but be tried, be the iffue what it
may.

‘We have feen victorious faftions in the moment
of triumph firike at every one that was within
their reach, and the heat of the confli® feemed
to excufe their exceffes. But I can never imagine
an cfiablithed, confolidated, and regular go-
vernment will coldly, and in violation of the laws,
prolong the fufferings of an innocent citizen, and
unneceffarilly expofe him to almoft certain death.

The power of the Legiflature is unlimited in
whatever does not infringe the focial compadt,
that is, the confiitution ; which alone is paramount
to it. But the conftitution, neither the Legiflature
nor the whole Nation can infringe. If the people
are defirous to change it, they muft declare their
will, and till then this fupreme law is inviotable.
Even when it undergoes a regular change, it can-

P D2 not
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not have a retrofpective power over paft tranfacs
tions and events.

What then fhall we fay of that fingular and
firiking fentence which concludes Bailleul's Report ¢
¢ Let us banith thofe abfurd theories of pretended
¢ principles, and thofe ftupid appeals to the con-
% flitution ?” Behold how we muft proceed, if
we ceafed for a moment to make jufiice our rule of
conduct. Having firft violated the laws, we muft
then, in our own defence, declare thofe to be
ftupid, who appeal to them; and it naturally fols
lows, that thofe are wife and enlightened men,
who violate them : and thus would men be necef:
farily driven into anarchy and confufion, I doubt
not, however, but this dotrine muft be promul«
gated during a banithment that is accompanied
with a refufal of trial. How indeed can fuch
meafures be reconciled with the pofitive provifions
of the law? How can they appeal to them, fo
long as we are the living inftances of their viola-
tion ? and even our death is fo .[ar from foothing
our enemies, that it only thows in a more firiking
manner, that the laws are totally impotent and
deftitute of force, What! and is the folemn and
periodical reading of the Conftitution, the invoca-

tion for its prefervation, but-the amufement of
fools }
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fools? What then muft be the language of the
encmies of the Confiitution ? Or would it be dif-
ficult to draw up an accufation againft me, if fuch
an aflertion could be found in my writings ?

But let us, on the contrary, remember the oath
“we have taken never to violate this fundamental
law, and to defend it at the peril of our lives,
The people of France have not yet lofl their an-
cient and habitual veneration for oaths.  They
contemn thofe who violate them; they efteem thofe
who‘inviolably adhere to them. In the fimplicity
of their hearts and underftandings, they judge that
a conftitution declared inviolable, and confirmed
by an oath, cannot be infringed without the
erime of perjury, and have no idea that its obfers
vance can be mere flupidity. Between thefe two
mansers of thinking, T neceffarily choofe that of
the people.

One more refleCtion, and I have done. In a
ftate of nature. a juft conviflion of the violation of
the contra@ renders it null and void; and this
takes place between two nations, becaufe there is
no fuperior magifirate to guarantee and enforce the
performance of the treaty. But within the limits
of a ftate, no contraé ¢an be more facred or more
{olemn than thoie by which a nation binds itfelf

towards
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towards itfelf and its own magifirates. Thefe
compacts are inviolable, becaufe there is an ade-
quate power to enforce the obedience of the refrac-
tory. This cafe has been provided for by the Con-
fiitation.

I am willing, however, to allow all that ought to
be allowed to extraordinary circumilances, to un-
forefeen events, or even to force. I will fuppofe
the danger of the Direétory fo great, thal they
imagined themfelves in a ftate of nature with re-
gard to the real or reputed faction, and therefore
authorized, for their own prefervation, to violate
the focial compact. . If fo, either force has reftored
the cquilibrium, or that equilibrium is not yet re-
ftored. - If the latter be the fa@t, we are fiill in a
fiate of anarchy; and the friends of order being
furrounded with difcord, muft fubmit to bear the
yoke of factions that will fucceffively triumph in
their turn. But this is not the real ftate of things.
"The body politic is organized, in full a&ivity, and
enjoys the perfect vigour of exiftence. But it is evi-
dent this body can only be preferved by juftice ;
and therefore it is the duty of the magifirates to
deliver me without delay to the tribunals, and_ thus
to repair the injury the Conftitution has received.
If I am innacent, my punifhment ought to ceafe;

if
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i guilty, yet -that punithment is a real o
preflion until it fhall be pronounced .and fanc-
tioned by my judges. An omnipotent govern-
ment ought, if they wifh to maintain a charaéter
of juflice, immediately to bring me to trial. This
would even be the duty of a weak and falling
governmeni : for it could only recover its firength
by clinging {o the fiatue of Juftice. The path of
thofe who are at the head of affairs in a powerful
but tottering empire, finking bencath the moft
violent thocks, is pointed out by reafon. The firfi
fiep to recover from the crifis of defirution leads
to the temple of Jufiice. If there are citizens
accufed of any crime, deliver them to the tribunals.
This vigorous meafure will reanimate the hope of
all good citizens, keep the faflious under due re-
firaint, confolidate the national credit, pleafe every
honeft man, and fatisfy the whole people of France;
while punifhments without trial do but fill the ci-
tizens with ufelefs terror, and proclaim to all' the
world the weaknefs of an expiring government.

I cannot better confirm the foregoing refleclions
than by quoting the firiking language of the Tri-
bunal of Appeal, in a fentence pronounced by them
on the 25th Pluvidfe laft; and I demand that the

fame words be applied to my own cafe. ¢ The

¢ nobleft
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 nobleft ufe,” fay they, ¢ which a governmenit
* can make of the powers entrufied to it by the
* people, is to reprefs the public fun‘tionaries who
* fhall violate the forms eftablifhed for the pre-
* fervation of liberty.”

I am fond alfo of recalling to mind that import-
ant maxim with which Baillenl's Report con-
cludes: ¢ To have a right to be fevere, we muft
 firft be jufl.”

Endeavour, my dear Eliza, endeavour to have
me extricated by a trial from this dreadful folitude,
in which the death of my companions has left me,
and thus put an end to the torments I have en-
durcd for thefe twelve months paft. Fear not that
your zcal can be fatal to me, or that my boldnefs
fhould be punifhed by an inereafe of rigour. The
fortitude and conflancy of an oppreffed and inno-
cent man, who ounly demands to be tried with
feverity, will foon attract the attention and excite
the intereft of the public. To fhield me from an
imaginary and at leaft a doubtful evil, your affec-
tion would expofe me to certain death; and you
yourfelf would fall a viétim to your forrows. Oh,
endeavour to enable me, once more before I die, to
behold my dear old mother of fourfcore, and you
and our child, and our native country,

- (Signed) Barse-Marpors.
APPEN=
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A P RRE L D K

No. I.

IN THE NAME OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC.

Infiructions given by the Special Agent of the Exccutive
Direttary in French Guiana to Citizen Boucher, Commiffary
of War, relative to the Perfons deported, in conformity ta
the Law of the 19th Fructidor, in the Year V.

Art. 1.
C]TIZEN Boucher, Commiflary of War, who is to

accompany the deported perfons to Sinamary, in execu~
tion of the law of the 1gth Fructidor, fhall, on the 6th of
this month, go on hoard of the fhip appointed to convey
them.

IT. Atthe time of their difembarkation at Sinamary, he
fhall accompany them to the place prepared for their recep-
tion, and proceed, together with the Commandant of that
ftation, and the Engineer Prévoft, to fee them properly
difpofed of.

III. He fhall take care that the effeds fent for their ufe
to the keeper of the ftores, be equally diftributed among
. -them; and take a receipt for the fame.

IV. He fhall attend at the diftribution which Citizen
Prévoft is authorized to make to the deported, of an acre

EE of
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of land each, as an ufufruét out of the unaccupicd fands
neareft to their refidence *, :

V. Should any of the deported exprefs a defire to be
fituated near cach other in the fettlements prepared for
them, he.fhall accede to their requelt.

VI. Should one or more of the deported wifh to hire,
at their own expenfe, houfes or apartments for their greater
accommodation, he fhall confent thereto, provided thefe
apartments be within the town of Sinamary, and not elfe-
where.

VII. Citizen Boucher fhall declare to all the deported
together, that their refidence at Sinamary, although con-
formable to the intentions of the government, is, however,
merely provifionary f; that during the whole of their ftay
they muft never pafs the fea to the northward ; the left
bank of the Kourou to the eaftward ; and two days and a
half’s journey to the fouthward; or to the right bank of
the [racombo to the weftward; but they may go at their
own expenfe as far as its mouth, only to communicate with
the French town, and the Indian village bearing the fame
name with that river. !

That their excurfions muft always be fo regulated, that
they may every Quintidi and Decadi be at their refpeétive
refidences from ten to cleven in the forenoon, to receive the
vifit of the Commandant of the Poft, who is to tran(mit an
rccount of their proceedingst.

* This conceffion was abfolutely nugatory and without effed,
as the refidence of the deported at Sinamary was but provifionary,
and they were not allowed to have any labourers,

+ Thus was their future condition left in total uncertainty, it
being only declared that it depended folely on the arbitrary “will
of the Agent. ?

1 This reftri€tion rendered the permiffion 1o traverfe the extent
of country affigned, and which has been fo much boafted in France,
as if they enjoyed perfect liberty, totally null and ufelefs.

That
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That for their own fecurity they fhould beware not to go
to any diftance without guides.

That the ftore-keeper of the ftation fhall furnifl; each of
them with failors” allowance till further orders,

That the Commiffary fhall continue to furnith them with

the requifite clothing upon demand.

That in cafe of ficknels they fhall be attended by the
furgeon of the ftation, either at the military hofpital or
at their own homes, but in the latter cafc at their own par-
ticular expenfe.

That no inftruments of hufbandry, fithing-tackle, or
hunting accontrements, fhall be fupplied them by the Re-
public till they are put in poffeffion of the ground ultimately
defigned for their ufe.

That henceforward, to procure thefe articles, as well as
all others they may defire, whether for ufe or pleafurc, they
muft apply direQly to the Commiffary.

That as to their correfpondence both with the capital
of the colony and abroad, they may fend their letters under
feal to the Commandant of the Poft, under whatever
addrefles and covers they may think proper, and the fame
fhall be forwarded.

VIII. Citizen Boucher is authorized to read to the
deported, articles I'V. V. VI. VIl and VIII. of thefe
prefents, and even to furnifh copies thercof to thofe who
thall defire them.

IX. Before quitting Sinamary he fhall procure fufficient
documents of the fteps he fhall have taken in virtue of thefe
inftrutions. :

If he fhould forefee that he will be obliged to continue in
that diltriét two whole days after his difembarkation, he
fhall the next day inform the Commandant of the fame,
that the fChooner may be forthwith fent back, together
with the perfons it is to convey; in that cafe Citizen

EE 2 Bouche:
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Boucher fhall return to Cayenne by land, which he fhall
perform with the leaft delay poffible, ;
At Cayenne, the 4th Frimaire, in the year vi. of
the Republic.
& (Signed) JeaxxeT.

No. II.
Arrté of the Special dgent of the Executive Direflory.

Being informed by the difpatches of the Minifter of
Marine and of the Colonies, under date of 11th Pluviéfe,
and 25th Vent6fe laft, that it is the intention of the Direc~
tory, that the deported may form agricultural and commer-
cial eftablifhments in all parts of Guiana, except the
capital of the colony and the ifland of Cayenne, orders as
follows : :

Art, I, Every deported perfon who fhall defire to form
an agricultural or commercial eftablithment in any part of
the colony notexcepted by the Executive Direétory, fhall
be required to prefent a demand to that effect to the De-
partmental Adminiftration, through the medium of the
Commandant in Chief, accompanied with a certificate from
a land or houfeholder, viewed by the Municipality of the
diftri¢t where the faid land: or houflcholder refides, proving
that the demandant is in treaty for the purchafe or hire.of
a plantation: or houfe, and that he has fuflicient means to
cultivate the faid plantation, or to carry on trade.

II. The Departmental Adminiftration {hall afcertain the
fadl fet forth in the cerificate which accompanies: the de-
mand, which demand thcy fhall forthwith forward, togethen
with their opinion and the grounds thereof, to the Agent
of the Executive Dire@ory, that he may thereupon proceed
to determine upon the whole, in fuch manner as fhall
Jeem fit,

The
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+ The Departmental Adminiftration and the Commandant
in Chief are charged, each in their relpeiive departments,
to put in force this prefent arrété, which fhall be printed
and pofted up.

Ordered at the national refidence of the Agent of
the Executive Diretory at Cayenne, this 30t
Prairial, in the year vI. of the French Republic,
one and indivifible.

(Signed) JEANNET.

By the Agent of the Executive DireQory,
(Signed) Epme Mavnurr,
ecretary-general to the Agent.

Note—Tt is evident that this arrété was a mere voluntary
conceflion, in the nature of an indulgence, fince it only
concerned thole of the deported, who might defire to form
eftablithments,

s

No. III.

IN THE NAME OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC.

The Special Agent of the Executive Dire&ory in French
Guiana, having examined the Report of the Commifary,
under date of the 8th of this month, from which it appeafs,
the expenles occafioned by the deported, from the 22d
Brumaire to the 3oth Floréal laft, amount to 22,022 fr.
5 cents, orders as follows :—

Art. 1. From this time forth till the 22d Brumaire of the
year viI. nothing fhall be furnifhed to the deported now at
Sinamary, but their lodging ; a failor’s allowance per day,
and their attendance at the military hofpital and maritime
ports, or in cafe of ficknefs,

1L,
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. 11. There thall however be held, at the dirpoﬁtion of the
five deported perfons, who have received lefs than 600 franks.
in ftores of the Republic, a fum of ‘821 franks 15 cents,
which fhall be divided among them in the propostion of what
&f;y have already reccived.
111, The regulations of Art. I are extended to Billaud.
IV. Allformer regulations contrary hereto are revoked.
"T'he Chief of Admiviftration alting in the capacity’ of
Commiffary, is charged with the execution of the prefent
Ascété, ' :
Ordered at the national refidence of the Agent
of the Executive Dirc®ory, this roth Prairial,
in the year vi. of the French Republic, one and
indivifible.
(Siguned) JEANNET.
By the Agent of the Dirc&ory, .

(Signedj  Enme Mavovrr,
Secretary-gencral to the Agent.

No. 1V.

Extrafl of a Letter to the Commiffary, from the Acent of the
Executive Direflory, gth Frudlidor, in the year VI,

* You will upderfland with the Commandant in Chief, fo
as 1o notify to the aforefaid individuals (the deported at Sina-
mary), that if, previous to the 26th of this month, they do
not (how that they are likely to fettle themfclves, on their
own account, in Guiapa, they fhall then be conduéted to
Conanama by the armed force, and affimilated with the
deported who arc refident there; and the fame fhall be
* executed accordingly.

In confequence of this regulation it fhould feem, that
every
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every expenfe, on account of the deported at Sinamary, ought

to ceafe on the 1t Vendémiaire next.

(Signed) Jeanner Dapin.
L

A true Copy.
(Signed) 'Commandant in Chief,
Desvigux,
The Chief of Adminiftration of the Marine,
ROUTTAGEW.

Note—The Commiffary, in his Letter to the Store-
keeper, added, that in confequence of this mealure, the Com-
mandant fhould remove his quarters back again to the
old Prefbytery, and all extra rent cauled by the refidence of
the deported at Sinamary, would alfo ceafe on the 1ft Vendé~
miaire.

It muft be obferved, that the Commandant had then re-
fided above two months at the old Prefbytery.

By thefe contradi&tions, and more particularly by the harfh
fiyle of thisJaft letter, it may be perceived to how arbitrary
a power the deported are fubje&t.

The number of deaths is accurately compared with the
Extracts and Statements fent to the Minifter of Marine.

THE END.
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NARRATIVE of the' DEPORTATION to .

CAYENNT, of Barthélemy, Pichegru, Willot, MarBois,
ﬁ,a Rue, Ramel, &ec. &c. in confcquenc’é of the Revolu-
tion of the 18th Fruélidor (September 4, 1797). Contain-
ing a Variety of important Faéls, relative to that Revo-
lution, and to the Voyage, Refidence and Efcape of Bar-
thélemy, Pichegru, &ec. &e. #
FROM THE FRENCH OF
GENERAL RAMEL, ;

COMMANDANT OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODY GUARD.

Et quorum pars magna fui!
e —

« ‘Tnx defeription of fufferings docs not any whire abnear to be exaggerated, nor
is it related in a ftrain of defpondency ; yer it is nat on that account the lefsaffefts

ing. The lavguage is plain, manly, and temp: d the Narrative, ualike the
generality of Publications refpefing the late ev
declamation,  Altogether, therefore, it fivikes an irrefifiible and deadly blow at the

reputation of thofe who were the caufe of fuch atrocities.”  Monthly Review, 0&.

France, is not loaded with

+ % Many impottant incidents are related in this Narrative, and. much light is
thrown on the charafters of individuals, whofe flation and whofe ciimes have exe
cited the curiofity of the world. The fare and fufferings of thefe unfortusate indi=
viduls, are here selated in warm and grareful terms, Ly the writer of this performs
ance ; which is one of thofe documents, that will be reforted to by the future
Hifforlan, There is, indeed) an unadorned plainnefs and fimplicity throughouty
which excites confidence andjuRifies belicl.”  Bricif® Gritie, Otober.

% This Narrative contains many interefling Anecdotes, and many Qrong fadte g
all of which tend fo place the conduét of the French ufurpers and their deteftable
agentsy at home and abroad, in the moft odious point of view.”
¢ . Anti=Jacebin Revizw.

& This isa very curions, circymfantial, and, we have no- doubt, an accurate
farement of the fufferings of thofe men, who, without trial or produdien®f evi-
dence, were tranfperted to a peftilential climate, expofed to a buriing l’uﬁ and dea
prived of every accommodition, there to fuffer the greateftjndighitiestfiom unfeels

 Ing cruehty, evidently with a view to thelr being murdercd by inches.”
) European Magazine, Fulys

L o .
% } Printed by 8. Gosnewn, Little Queen Street, Holborn.
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